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Proposal* 

FOB THB 

UNIVERSAL USE 

OF 

IRISH MANUlFACTURE, 

In clothes and furniture of houses, etc. 
utterly rejecting and renouncing every 
thing wearable that comes from england. 

WRITTEN IN THIS YEAR 1720* 



1 'T is the peculiar felicity and prudence of the 
people in this kingdom^ that whatever commodi- 
ties or productions lie under the greatest discourage- 
ments from England^ thofe are what they are sure 
to be most industrious in cultivating and spreading. 
Agriculture, which has been the principal care of 
kll wise nations, and for the encouragement whereof 
there are so many statute laws in England, we coun- 
tenance so well, that the landlords are every where, 
by penal clauses, absolutely prohibiting their tenants 

* This proposal was answered> and oar author severely cen- 
turedi in a pamphlet published directly after itj entitled,. '* A De-- 
fence of English Commodities/' 

vo^* IX* B from 
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from'plojigVung*; not satisfied to confine them 
iwittiio. certain* limitations^ as is the practice of the 
English : one effect of which is already seen in the 
prodigious deamess of corn, and the importation of 
it from London, as the cheaper market. And be- 
cause people are the riches of a country, and that 
our neighbours have done, and are doing, all that 
in them lies to make our wool a drug to us, and a 
monopoly to them ; therefore the politick gentlemen 
of Ireland have depopulated vast tracts of the best 
land, for the feeding of sheep. 

I could (ill a volume as large as the history of the 
wise men of Gotham, with a catalogue only of some 
wonderful laws and customs, we have observed 
vrithin thirty years past. It is true indeed, our be- 
neficial traffick of wool with France, has been our 
only support for several years, furnishing us with all 
the little money we have to pay our rents, and go to 
market. But our merchants assure me, this trade 
has received a great damp by the present fluctuating 
condition of the coin in France ; that most of their 
wine is paid for in species, without carrying thither 
any commodity from hence. 

However, since we arc so universally bent upon 
enlarging our flocks, it may be worth inquiring, 
what we shall do with our wool, in case Barnstablef* 

* It was the practice of Irish farmers to wear out their ground 
with ploughing, neither manuring, nor lettbg it lie fallow, and 
when their leases were near expiredi they ploughed even the 
meadows, and made fuch havock, that the landlords by their zeal 
to prevent it were betrayed into this pernicious measure. 

f A sea port in Devonshire, at that time the principal market in 
England for Irish wool. 

should 
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OF IRISH MANtTFACTURE. 3 

fthould be overstocked^ and our French commerce 
should fail ? 

I could wish the parliament had thought fit to 
have suspended their regulation of church matters, 
and enlargements of the prerogative. Until a more 
convenient time, because they did not appear very 
pressing, at least to the persons principally concern- 
ed ; and, instead of these great refinements in poli- 
ticks and divinity, had amused themselves and 
their committees a little with the state of the na- 
tion« For example : what if the house of commons 
had thought fit to make a resolution, nemne con-- 
tradiemiey against wearing any cloth or stuff in 
their families, which were not of the growth and 
manufacture of this kingdom ? What if they had 
extended it so far as utterly to exclude all silks, 
velvets, callicoes, and the whole lexicon of fe- 
male fopperies; and declared, that whoever acted 
otherwise should be deemed and reputed an enemy 
to the nation ? What if they had sent up such a 
resolution to be agreed to by the house of lords ; 
and by their own practice and encouragement, 
spread the execution of it in their several coun- 
tiies ? What if we should agree to make btuybg 
in woollen a fashion, as our neighbours have made 
it a law? What if the ladies would be content 
with Irish stuffs for the furniture of their houses, 
for gowns and petticoats for themselves and their 
daughters ? Upon the whole, and to crown all the 
rest, let a firm resolution be taken by male and 
female, never to appear with one single shred that 
comes from England ; and let all the people say, 

AMEN. 

B 2 I hope 
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I hope and believe, nothing could please his 
majesty better than to hear that his loyal subjects 
of both sexes in this kingdom celebrated his birth- 
day (now approaching) universally clad in their 
own manufacture*. Is there virtue enough left 
in this deluded people, to save them from the brink 
of ruin ? If the men*s opinions may be taken^ the 
ladies will look as handsome in stuffs as in brocades ; 
and since all will be equal, there may be room 
enough to employ their wit and fancy, in choosing 
and matching patterns and colours. I heard the 
late archbishop of Tuam mention a pleasant obser- 
vation of some body's ; that Ireland would never 
be happy, till a law were made for burning every 
thing that came from England, except their people 
and their coals. I must confess, that as to the 
former, I should not be sorry if they would stay at 
home ; and for the latt©r, I hope, in a little time 
we shall have no occasion for them. 

No7i ianti mltra est, non tanti judicis ostrum . ■ 

but I should rejoice to see a staylace from England 
be thought scandalous, and become a topick for 
censure at visits and teatables. 

If the unthinking shopkeepers in this town, 
had not been utterly destitute of common sense, 
they would have made some proposal to the parlia- 
ment, with a petition to the purpose I have men- 
tioned ; promising to improve the cloths and stuffs 
of the nation into all possible degrees of fineness 

* Her grace the dachess of Dorset, the lord lieatenant's lady, is 
said to have appeared at the Castle in Dublin wholly clad in the ma- 
nufacture of Ireland, on his majesty's birth day, 1753* 

and 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF IBISH MANUFACTURE. 5 

and colours^ and engaging not to play the knave, 
according to their custom, by exacting and im-^ 
posing upon the nobility and gentry, cither as to the 
prices or the goodness. For I reniember, in London, 
upon a general mourning, the rascally mercers and 
wooUendrapers would in four and twenty hours raise 
their cloths and silks to above a double price; 
and if the mourning continued long, then come 
whining with petitions to the court, that they were 
ready to starve, and their fineries lay upon their 
hands. 

I could wish our shopkeepers would immedi- 
ately think on this proposal^ addressing it to all 
persons of quality and others ; but first be sure to 
get somebody who can write sense, to put it into 
form, 

I think it needless to exhort the clergy to follow 
this good exatpple ; because in a little ti^e, those 
among them, who are so unfortunate as to have 
had their birth and education in this country, will 
think themselves abundantly happy, wh^n they 
can afibrd Irish crape^ and an Athlone hat ; and as 
to the others, I shall not presume to direct them. 
I have indeed seen the present archbishop of Dub- 
lin* clad from head to foot in our own manufacture ; 
and yet; under the rose be it spoken, his grace de- 
serves as good a gown as if he had not been born 
^mong us. 

I have not courage enough to offer one syllable 
on this subject to their honours of the army ; nei- 
ther have I sufficiently considered the great import- 
ance of scarlet and gold lace. 

* Doctor Knio. 

B3 The 
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The fable in Ovid of Arachne and Pallas is to this 
purpose. The goddess had heard of one Arachne, 
a young virgin very £Eimous for spinning and weav- 
ing : they both met upon a trial of skill ; and Pal- 
las finding herself almost equalled in her own art, 
stung with rage and envy, knocked her rival down, 
and turned her into a spider; enjoining her to 
spin and weave for ever out of her own bowels, 
and in a very narrow compass. I confess, that 
from a boy I always pitied poor Arachne, and could 
never heartily love the goddess, on account of 
so cruel and unjust a sentence ; which however is 
fiilly executed upon us by England, with farther 
additions of rigour and severity ; for the greatest 
part of our bowels and vitals is extracted, without 
allowing us the liberty of spinning and weaving 
them. 

The Scripture tells us that oppression makes a 
wise man mad; therefore consequently speaking, 
the reason why some men are not mad, is because 
they are not wise : however it were to be wished, 
that oppression would in time teach a littU wisdom 
to fools. 

I was much delighted with a person, who has a 
great estate in this kingdom, upon his complaints to 
me, how grievously poor England suffers by impo- 
sitions from Ireland : that we convey oqr own wool 
to France, in spite of all the harpies at the custom*- 
house : that Mr. Shuttleworth, and others on the 
Cheshire coasts, are such fools to sell us their bark 
at a good price for tanning our own hides into lea- 
ther, with other enormities of the like weight and 
Jrind. To which I will venture to add more : that 
the mayoralty of this city is always executed by an 

inhabitant^ 
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inhabitant, and often by a native, which might as 
well be done by a deputy with a modemte salary, 
whereby poor England loses at least one thousand 
pounds a year upon the balance : that the governing 
of this kmgdom costs the lord lieutenant three 
thousand six hundred pounds a year ; so much net 
loss to poor England : that the people of Ireland 
presume to dig for coals in their own grounds ; and 
the farmers in the county of Widdow send their 
turf to the very market of Dublin, to the great 
discouragement of the coal trade of Mostyn and 
Whitehaven* : that the revenues of the postoffice 
here, so righteously belonging to the English trea* 
sury, as arising chiefly from our own commerce 
with each other, should be- remitted to London 
clogged with that grieyous burden of exchange; 
and the pensions paid out of the Irish revenues to 
Engl^h favourites^ should lie under the same dis« 
advantage, to the great loss of the gianfees. When 
a divine is sent over to a bishoprick .here, with the 
hope^ of five and twenty hundred pounds a year ; 
and upon his arrival he, finds, alas ! a dreadful dis^ 
count of ten or twelve per xsent : a judge, or a com- 
missioner of the revehuj^ifias the same cause of com- 
pkint. Lasdy, The ballad upon Cotter is vehc- 
mently Mspected to be Irish manu&cture ; and yet 
k allowed to be sung in our open streets, under the 
very nose of the government. 

These are a few among the many hardships we 
put upon that poor kingdom of Ei^land ; for which, 
I am confident, every honest man wishes a remedy : 
and I hear, there is a project on foot, for tianlB- 

^ MoiqrQ in Flmtihixe, and Whitehaven in CumberlaiML 

B 4 porting 
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porting our best wheaten straw by sea and land 
carriage to Dunstable ; and obliging us by a law to 
t^kc off yearly so many ton of straw hats, for the 
use of our women; which will be a great encou- 
ragement to the manu&cture of that industrious 
town. 

I should be glad to learn among the divines^ whe- 
ther a law to* bind men without their own consent 
be obligj^tory in foro comci^nsiie; because I find^ 
Scripture^, Sanderson^ and Suarez, are wholly silent 
on the matter. The oracle of reason, the great law 
of nature, and general opinion of civilians, where* 
crer they treat qf limited governments, are indeed 
decisive enough. 

It is wonderful to observe the bias among our 
people in favour of things, persons, and wares, of 
all kinds, that come from England. The printer 
tells his hawkers, that he has got an excellent new 
aong just brought from London. I h^ve somewhat 
of a tendency that way myself; and upon hearing a 
coxcomb from thence displaying himself with great 
volubility upon the park, the playhouse, the 
opera, the ganoing-ordinaries, it was apt to b^get in, 
me a kind of veneration for his parts and accom- 
pUshrhents. It is not many years, since I remem- 
ber a person, who by his styfe and literature seems 
to have been the corrector of a hedge-press in some 
blind alley about Little Britain, proceed gradually 
to be an author, at least a tianslacor* of a lower 
rate, although somewhat of a larger bulk, than any 
that now flourishes in Grub-street; aiid upon the 

* Soppoacd to be Caesar's Commentaries, dedicated to the duke of 
Marlborough, by cpl* Bladen« 

Strength 
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strength of this foundation come over here, erect 
himself up into an orator and politician, and lead a 
kingdom after him. This^ I am told, was the 
very motive that prevailed on the author* of a 
play called, ' I-Qve in a hollow Tree/ to do us th© 
honour of a visit ; presuming, with very good rea- 
son, that he was a writer of a superiour class. I 
know another, who for thirty years past has been 
the common standard of stupidity in £ngland, where 
he was never heard a minute in any assembly, or by 
^y party, with common Christian treatment ; yet 
upon hit arrival here, could put on a face of im- 
portance and authority, talk more than six, without 
either gracefulness, propriety, or^meaning; and at 
the same time be admired and followed as the 
pattern of eloquence and wisdom. 

Nothing has humbled me so much, or shown a 
greater disposition to a contemptuous treatment of 
Ireland, in some chief governors, than that high 
style of several speeches £rom the throne, delivered 
^ usual aftop the royal assent, in some periods of 
the two last reigns. Such exaggerations of the pro- 
digious condescensions in the prince to pass those 
good laws, would have but an odd sound at West* 
minster : neither dp I apprehend how any good law 
can pass, wherein the king's interest is not as much 
concern^ as that of the people. I remember, after 
a speech qn the like occasion delivered by my lord 
Ai Wharton*f", . (I think it was his last) he desired Mr. 
Addison to ask niy opinion on it : my answer was, 
That his excellency had very honestly forfeited his 
head, on account of one paragraph; wherein he 
asserted, by plain consequence, a dispensing power 

* L« Grixnston. f Lord Untenant. 

in 
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in the queen. His Ibrdship owned it was trae, but 
swore the words were put into his mouth by direct 
orders from court. Whence it is clear, that some 
ministers in those times were apt from their high 
elevation, to look down upon this kingdom, as if 
it had been one of their colonies oi outcasts in 
America. And I observed a little of the same turn 
of spirit in some great men from whom I expected 
better ; although to do them justice, it proved no 
kind of difficulty to make them correct their idea, 
whereof the whole nation quickly found the benefit. 

^But that is forgotten. How the style has since 

run, I am wholly a stranger ; having never seen a 
speech since the last of the queen. 

I would now expostulate a little with our country 
landlords; who, by unmeasuiable screwing and 
racking their tenants all over the kingdom, have 
already reduced the miserable people to a worse con- 
dition than the peasants in France, or the vassals in 
Germany and Poland ; so that the whole species oi 
what we call substantial farmers, will, in a very few 
years, be utterly at an end. It was pleasant to ob-^ 
serve these gentlemen, labouring with all their might, 
for preventing the bishops from letting their reve-t 
nues at a moderate half value, (whereby the whole 
order would, in an age, have been reduced to manifest 
beggary) at the very instant when they were every 
where canting* their own land upon short leases, and 
sacrificing their oldest tenants for a penny an acre 
advance. I know not how it comes to pass (and yet 
perhaps I know well enough) that slaves have a 
natural dbpoation to be tyrants ; and that when my 

* Canting their land is ktting it to the highest bidder— cant sig. 
nifics the same as auaion. 
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OP IRISH MANUFACTURE. 11 

betters give me a kick, I am apt to revenge it with 
six upon my footman ; although perhaps he may be 
an honest and diligent fellow. I have heard great 
divines affirm, that nothing is so likely to call down 
a universal judgment from Heaven upon a nation 
as universal oppression ; and whether this be not al- 
ready verified in part, their»worships the landlords 
are now at full leisure to consider. Whoever travels 
this country, and observes the &ce of nature, or the 
faces and habits and dwelhngs of the natives, will 
hardly think himself in a land, where law, religion, 
or common humanity is professed. 
' I cannot forbear saying one word upon a thing 
they call a bank, which I hear is projecting in this 
town*^ I never saw the proposals, nor understand 
any one particular of their scheme : what I wish for 
at present, is only a sufficient provision of hemp, 
and caps and bells, to distribute ^ according to the 
several degrees of honesty and prudence in some per- 
sons, I bear only of a monstrous sum already named; 
and if othbrs do not soon hear of it too, and hear 
with a vengeance, then I am a gendeman of less sa- 
gacity, than myself, and a very few beside, take me 
to be. And the jest will be still the better, if it be 
true, as judicious persons have assured me, that one 
half is altogether imaginary. The matter will be 
likewise much mended, if the merchants continue to 
carry off our gold, and our goldsmiths to melt down 
our heavy silver, 

* Thb piojcctfor a bank in Irdand was toon afterward brooght 
jlito parliament and rejected, 
t It ahonldbe^to * be diitnbttted/ 
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LETTER 

TO THE 

SHOPKEEPERS, TRADESMEN, FARMERS, AND 
COMMON PEOPLE 

OF 

IRELAND, 

CONCERNING 

THE BRASS HALFPENCE 

COINED BY ONE 

WILLIAM WOOD, HARDWAREMAN, 
WITH A DESIGN TO HAVE THEM PASS IN THIS KINGDOM. 

WHEREIN It SHOWN 

The Power «f his Patent^ the Value of his Halfpence^ and how far every 
Person may be obliged to take the same in Payments^ and how to behave 
himself, in case such an Attempt should be made by Wood, or any 
otJKr Person. 

(Very proper to be kept In every Family. ) 

BY M. B. DRAPIER. 

WRITTEN IN THE YEAR 17*4. 
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About the year ijiz, when Charles duke of Grafton Was lord 
lieutenant of Irelaixl^ one WiUiam Woodj a hardwareman and 
a bankrupt, alleging the great want of copper money in that 
kingdom, procured a patent for coining loSoool., topafs there 9» 
Gunent money. The dean believing this measure to be a Tile job 
from the beginning to the end, and that the chief procurers of the 
patent were to be sharers in the profits which would arise from the 
ruin of a kingdom, assumed the character of a draper, which for 
fome reasons he chobc to write drapier, and in the following 
Letters warned the people not to receive the coin which was then 
sent over. 
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LETTER I. 



TO 



THE TRADESMEN^ SHOPKEEPERS, FARMERS^ AND 
COUNTRY PEOPLE IN GENERAL, 



OF 



THE KINGDOM OF IRELAND. 



Brethren, Friends, Countrymen, and Fellow-Subjects, 

W HAT I intend now to say to you, is, next to^ 
your duty to Grod, and the care of your salvation, 
of the greatest concern to yourselves and your chil- 
dren ; your bread and clothing, and every common 
necessary of life, entirely depend upon it. There- 
fore I do most earnestly exhort you, as men, as 
Christians, as parents, and as lovers of your country, 
to read this paper with the utmost attention, or get 
it read to you by others ; which that you may do at 
the less expense, I have ordered the printer to sell it 
at the lowest rate. 

It is a great fault among you, that when a person 
writes with no other intention than to do you goo4, 
you will hot be at the pains to read his advices. One 
copy of this paper may serve a dozen of you, which 
will be less than a farthing a piece. It is your folly, 
that you have no common or general interest in your 
view, not even the wisest among you ; neither do 

you 
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you know, or inquire, or care, who are your fnend^^ 
or yvho are your enemies. 

About four years ago a little book was written, td 
advise all people to wear the manufactures of this 
Our own dear country *. It had no other design^ 
said nothing against the king or parliament, or an^ 
person whatsoever ; yet the poor printer was prose- 
cuted two years with the utmost violence, and even 
some weavers themselves (for whose sake it was writ- 
ten) being upon the JURY, found him guilty. This 
would be enough to discourage ^ny man from en- 
deavouring to do you good, when you will either 
neglect him, or fly in his face for' his pains, and 
when he must expect only danger to himself, and 
to be fined and imprisoned, perhaps to his ruin. 

However, I cannot but warn you once more of 
the manifest destruction before your eyes, if you do 
not behave yourselves as you ought. 

I will therefore firfl tell you the plain story of the 
fact ; and then I will lay befoi'e you how you ought 
to act, in common prudence, according to the laws 
of your country. 

The fact is this : It having been many years> since 
COPPER HALFPENCE OR FARTHINGS were kst coined 
in this kingdom, they have been for some time very 
scarce, and many counterfeits passed about under 
the name of raps ; several applications were made to 
England, that we might have liberty to coin new 
ones, as in former times we did ; but they did not 
succeed. At last one Mr. Wood, a mean ordinary 
man, a hardware-dealer, procured a patent under 
his majesty's broad seal to coin 1080001. in copper 

• A proposal for the U8c of Irish manufactures, p. i* of tWs roL 
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for this kingdom ; which patent^ however, did noC 
oblige any one here to take them, iinless they 
pleased. Now you must know, that the halfpence 
and £uthings in England pass for very little more 
than they are worth ; and if you should beat them - 
to pieces, and sell them to the brasier, you would 
not lose mucli above a penny in a shilling. But 
Mn Wood made his hal^ence of such base metal, 
and so much smaller than the English ones, that the 
brasier would hanlly give you above a penny of good 
money for a shilling of his ; so that this sum of 
IO8OOOI. in good gold and silver^ must be given 
for trash, that will not be worth above eight or nine 
diousand pounds real value. But this is not the 
worst; for, Mr. Wood, when he pleases, may by 
stealth send over another IO8OOOL and buy all our 
goods for eleven parts in twelve under the value. 
For example, if a hatter sells a dozen of hats for five 
killings apiece, which amounts to three pounds^ 
and receives the payment in Wood's coin, he really 
receives only the value of five shillings. 

Perhaps, you will wonder how such an ordinary 
fellow, as this Mr. Wood, could have so much in- 
terest, as to get his majesty's broad seal for so' 
great a sum of bad money to be sent to this poor 
country ; and that all the nobility and gentry here 
could not obtain the same favour, and let us make 
our own halfpence, as we used to do. Now I will 
nnake that matter very plain : we are at great diilance 
from the king's court, and have nobody there to 
solicit for us, although a great number of lords and 
'squires, whose estates are here, and are our country- 
men, spend all their lives and fortunes there : but 
this same Mr. Wood was able to attend constantly 

Vol. IX. C for 
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for his own interest ; he is an Englishman, and had 
great friends ; and it seems, knew very well where 
to give money to those that would speak to others, 
that could speak to the king, and would tell a fair 
story. And his majesty, and perhaps the great lord 
or lord$ who advise him, might think it was for our 
country*9 good ; and fo, a^ the lawyers express it, 
the king was deceived in his grant, which often hap- 
pens in all reigns. And I am sure if his m^esty 
knew that such a patent, if it should take eflfect ac- 
cording to the desire of Mr. Wood, would utterly 
ruin this kingdom, which has g^ven such great 
proofs of its loyalty, he would immediately recall 
it, and perhaps show his displeasure to somebody or 
other : but a word to the wise is enough. Most of 
you must have heard with what anger our honourable 
house of commons received an account of this 
Wood's patent. There were several fine speeches 
made upon it, and plain proofs, that it was all a 
wicked cheat from the bottom to the top ; and se- 
veral smart votes were printed, which that iisime 
Wood had the assurance to answer likewise in print; 
and in so confident a way, as if he were a better man 
than our whole parliament put together. 

This Wood, as soon as his patent was passed, or 
soon after, sends over a great many barrels of those 
lialfpence to Cork, and other seaport towns ; and 
to get them off^, offered a hundred pounds in his 
coin, for seventy or eighty in silver : but the col- 
lectors of the king's customs very honestly refused 
to take them, and so did almost every body else. 
And since the parliament has condemned them, and 
desired the king that they might be stopped, all the 
kingdom do abominate them. 

But 
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feut Wood is ftill working underhand to force 
his halfpence upon us ; and if he can, by the help 
of his fiiends in England, prevail so far as to get 
an order^ that the commiilioners and collectors of 
the kiDg^s money shall receive them, and that the 
army is to be {laid with them, then he thinks his 
work shall be done. And this is the difficulty you 
will be under in siich a case i for, the common sol- 
dier, when he goes to the market, or alehouses 
will offer this money ; and if it be refused, per* 
haps he will swagger and hector, and threaten to 
beat the butcher, or alewife, or take the goods by 
force, and throw them the bad halfpence. In this 
and the like cases, the shopkeeper, or victualler, or 
any other ttadesman, has no more to db^ than to 
demand ten times the price of his goods, if it is to 
be paid in Wood's money; for example, twenty 
pence of that money for a quart of ale, and so in all 
things else, and not part with his goods till he gets 
the money. 

For, suppose yt>u go to an alehouse with that base 
money> and the landlord gives you a quart for four 
of those hialfpence, what must the victualler do ? 
his brewer will not be paid in that coin ; or, if the 
brewer should be such a fool, the fiumers will not 
take it from them for their here*,- because they are 
bound, by their leases, to pay their rents in good 
and lawful money of England ; which this is not, 
nor of Ireland neither ; and the 'squire, their land- 
lord, will never be so bewitched to take such trash 
for his land ; so that it must certainly stop some- 
where or other, and wherever it stops, it is the same 
thing, and we are all undone. 

* A sort of barley in Irdand. 
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The common weight of these halfpence is be- 
tween four and five to an ounce, suppose five ; then 
three shillings and four pence will weigh a pound, 
and consequently twenty shillings will weigh six 
pounds butter weight. Now there are many hun- 
dred farmers, who pay two hundred pounds a year 
xtnt; therefore, when one of these famiers comes 
with his half year's rent, which is one hundred 
pounds, it will be at least six hundred pounds weight, 
which is three horses load. 

If a 'squire has a mind to come to town to buy 
clothes, and wine, and spices for himself and fa- 
mily, or perhaps to pass the winter here, he must 
bring with him five or six horses well loaden with 
sacks, as the farnoers bring their corn ; and when 
his lady comes in her coach to our shops, it must 
be followed by a car loaded with Mr. Wood's money. 
And I hope we shall have the grace to take it for 
no more than it is worth. 

They say 'squire ConoUy * has sixteen thousand 
pounds a year; now, if he sends for his rent to 
town, as it is likely he does, he must have two 
hundred and fifty horses to bring up his halfyear's 
. reojr, and two or three great cellars in his house for 
stowage. But what the bankers will do, I cannot 
tell : for I am assured, that some great bankers 
keep by them forty thousand pounds in ready cash, 
to answer all payments ; which sum, in Mr. Wood's 
money, would require twelve hundred horses to 
carry it. 

For my own part, I am already resolved what 
to do : I have a pretty good shop of Irish stuffs 

* Then speaker of the house of cominons. 
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and sUkS) and instead of taking Mr. Wooded bad 
copper^ I intend to truck with my neighbours the 
butchers and bakers and brewers, and the rest, 
goods for goods; and the little gold and silver I 
have, I will keep by me, like my heart*s bloody 
till better times, or until I am just ready to starve ; 
and then I will buy Mr. Wood^s money, as my 
father did the brass money in king James's time, 
who could buy ten pounds of it with a guinea ; and 
I hope to get as much for a pistole, and so pur- 
chase bread from those who will be such fools as 
to sell it me. 

These halfpence, if they once pass, will soon 
be counterfeited, Because it may be cheaply done, 
the stuff is so base. The Dutch likewise will pro* 
bably do the same tiling, and send them over to 
us to pay for our goods ; and Mr. Wood will never 
be at rest^ but coin on ; so that in some years w^ 
•hall have at least five times lOSOOOl. of this 
lumber. Now the current money of this king* 
dom is not reckoned to be above four hundred 
thousand pounds in all ; and while there is a silver 
sbcpence left^ these bloodsuckers will never be 
quiet. 

When once the kingdom is reduced to such i 
condition, I will tell you what must be the end : 
the gentlemen of estates will all turn off theur «e« 
nants for want of payments, becaujie, as I told yon 
before, the tenants are obh^ by then* leases to 
pay sterting, which is lawful ouwnt money of 
England: then they wiU turn their own fimners^ 
as too many of them do already; rtm all into 
sheep, whera they can, keeping only such otber 
cattle as are necessary; then diey witt be theb 
c 3 own 
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own merchanta^ and send their wool, and butter, 
and hides, and linen beyond sea, for ready money, 
and wine, and spices, and silks. They will keep 
only a few aiiserable cottagers: the farmers must 
rob, or beg, or leave their country ; the shop- 
keepers in this, and every other town, must break 
and starve ; for it is the landed man that main- 
tains the merchant, and shopkeeper, and handi-^ 
craftsman. 

But when the *squire turns fanner and merchant 
himself, all the good money he gets from abroad, 
he will hoard up to send for England, and keep 
some poor tailor or weaver' and the like in his 
own house, who will be glad to get bread at any 
rate, 

I should never have done, if I were to tell you 
all the miseries that we shall undergo, if we be 
so foolish and wicked as to take this cursed coin. 
It would be very hard, if all Ireland should be 
put into one scsde, and this sorry fellow Wood 
into the other ; that Mr. Wood should weigh down 
this whole kingdom, by which England gets above 
a million of good money every year clear into their 
pockets : and that is more than the English do by 
all the world besides. 

But your great comfort is, that as his majesty's 
patent does not oblige you to take this money^ 
90 the la\trs have not given the crown a power of 
forcing the subject to take what money the king 
pleases ; for then, by the same reasopy we might 
be bound to. take pebblestones, or cockleshells, 
or stamped leather, for current coin, if ever we 
should happen to live under an ill prince; who 
might likewise, by the same power> oiake a guinea 
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pass for ten pounds, a shilling for twenty shillings, 
and so on ; by which he would, in a short time, 
get all the silver and gold of the kingdom into his 
own hands, and leave us nothing but brass or lea- 
ther, or what he pleased. Neither is any thing 
reckoned more cruel and oppressive in the French 
government, than their conunon practice of calling 
in all their money, after they have sunk it very 
low, and then coining it anew at a much higher 
value ; whidi, however, is not the thousandth part 
60 wicked as this abominable project of Mr. Wood. 
For, the French give their subjects silver for sil* 
ver, and gold for gold; but this fellow will not 
50 much as give us good brass or copper for our 
gold and silver, nor ev^n a twelfth part of their 
monh. 

. Having said this much, I will now go on to tdl 
you the judgment o£ ^ome great lawyers in this 
matter; whom I feed on purpose for your sakes, 
and got their opinions under their hands, that I 
might be sure I went upon good grounds. 

A famous law-book, called the Mirror of Jus- 
tice, discoursing of the charters (or laws) ordamed 
by our ancient kings, decbures the law to be as fol- 
lows I it was ordained that no king of this realm 
should change or impair the money, or ouJ^e any 
jother money than of gold or ^veri without the as- 
sent of all the counties ; that is, as my lord Coke * 
^ays, without the assent of parliament. 

This book is very ancient, and of great autho- 
rity for the time in which it was written, and with 
that character is often quoted by that great lawyer 

♦ I Init. 576. 
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my lord Coke*. By the law of England the se* 
veral metals are divided into lawfiil or true metalf 
and odawful or £ilse metal : the former compre- 
hends silver and gold, the latter all baser metals : 
that the former is only to pass in payments, ap- 
pears by an act of parliament^ made the twentieth 
year of Edward the first, called the statute con- 
cerning the passing of pence ; which I give you 
here as I got it translated iqto English ; for some 
of our laws at that time were, as I am told, written 
in Latin : Whoeveir in buying or selling presumes 
to refiise a halfpenny or farthing of lawful money, 
bearing the stamp v^ich it ought to have, let him 
be seized on as a contenmer of the king's nutjestyji 
and cast into prison* 

By this statute, no person is to be reckoned a 
contenmer of the king's majesty, and for jdiat crime 
to be comtiiitted to prison, but he who refiises to 
accept the king's coin made of lawful metal ; by 
^hich, as I observed before, silver and gold only 
are intended. 

That this is the true construction of the act, ap- 
pears not only firotn the plain meaning of the words, 
but from my Ic^-d Cokeys :|: observation upon it. 
By this act (says he) it appears, that no sufagect can 
be forced to take, in buying, or selling, or other 
payment, aiiy money made but of lawful metal ; 
tba^ is, of silver or gold. 

The law of Engiand gives the king all mines of 
^Id and silver ; 'but not the mines of other metals : 
the reason of vi^ich prerogative or power, a& it is 
^yea by *my lord Coke^, is, because money can 



2 Inat, 576,7. + i.Imt. 577. J 2 Inst. 577. 

5 2 ^jat. 577. 
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be made of gold and ailvcr, but not of iHher 
metals. 

Pumunt to tbb opinion^ halfjpence and far- 
things were anciently made of sUvcr, which is 
evident from the aa of paiiiament of Henry the 
fourth) chap. 4, whereby it is enacted aa fallows : 
item, for tlie great scarcity that is at present within 
the realm of England of halfpence and farthings 
of silver, it is ordained and established, that the 
third part of all the money of silver plate whtck 
shall foe brought to the biillimi, shall be made into 
halfpence and fardungs. This shows that the 
words halfpence and fiurthings of lawful money in 
that statute concerning the passing of pence, is 
meant a small coin in halfpence and fiurthings of 
silver. 

This is fiirther manifest finom the statute aS the 
fiintli yesir of Edwnd die third, chap. 3, which 
enacts, that no sterling halfpenny or farthing be 
molten for to make vessels, or any other thing by 
the' goldsmiths, or others, upon forfeiture of t^ 
money bo molten (or melted). 

By another act in this king's reign, black mon^ 
was not to be current in England. And by ap act 
in the eleventh year of his* reipi, chap* 5, galley 
bi^ence were not to pass: what kind of coin 
these were, I do not know ; but I preswue they 
were made of base metal. And these acts were no 
new laws, but ferthcr declaradons of the old Um 
relating to the coin. 

Thus the law standa m relation to coin. Nw » 
Aete any example to the contrary, encept one in 
Davis's reports, who tells us, that in the time of 
Tyrone's rebellion, queen Elizabeth ordered money 
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of mixed mttal to be coined in the Tower of Lon- 
don^ and sent over hither for the payment of the 
army, obliging all people to receive it ; and com^ 
manding that all silver money should be taken only 
as bullion; that is, for as much as it weighed* 
Davis tells us several particulars in this matter, too 
long here to trouble you with, and that the privy 
council of this kingdom, obliged a merchant in 
England, to receive this mixed mpney for goods 
transmitted hither. 

But this proceeding is rejected by all the best 
lawyers, as contrary to law, the privy council here 
having no siuch legal power. And besides, it is 
to be considered, that the Qubbn was then under 
great difficulties by a rebellion in this kingdom, as- 
sisted from Spain ; and whatever is done in great 
exigences and dangerous times, should never be an 
example to proceed by in seasons of peace an^l 
quietness. 

I will now, my dear friends, to save you the 
trouble, set before you in short, what- the law 
obliges you to do, and what it does not oblige 
you to. 

First, you are obliged to take all money in pay- 
ments which is coined by the king, and is of the 
^English standard or weight, provided it be of gold 
or silver. 

Secondly, you are not obliged to take any money 
which is not of gold or silver ; not only the half- 
pence or ferthings of England^ but of any other 
country. And it is merely for convenience, or ease^ 
that you are content to take them ; because the cusr 
torn of coining ^Iver halfpence ^nd farthings has 

long 



Digitized by 



Google 



LETTBR I. 27 

long been left off; I sappose on account of their 
being subject to be lost. 

Thirdly, much less are we obliged to take those 
vile halfpence of that same Wood, by which you 
must lose almost eleven pence in every shilling. 

Therefore, my friends, stand to it one and all : | 
refuse this filthy trash. It is no treason to rebel 
gainst Mr. Wood. His majesty, in his patent, 
obliges nobody to take these halfpence : our gra- 
cious prince has no such ill advisers about him ; or, 
if he had, yet you see, the laws have not left it in 
the king's power to force us to take any coin but 
what is lawftil, of right standard, gold and silver. 
Therefore you have nothing to fear. 

And let me in the next place apply myself parti* 
culady to you, who are the podrer sort of trades^ 
men. Pdrhaps you oiay think, you will not be so 
great losers as the rich, if these halfpence should 
pass ; because you seldom see any silver, and your 
customers come to your shops or stalls with nothing 
but brass, which you likewise find hard to be got. 
But you may take my word, whenever this money 
gains fooring among you, you will be utterly un- 
done. If you carry these halfpence to a shop for 
tobacco QT brandy, or my other thing that you 
want ; the shopkeeper will advance his goods ac- 
cordingly, or else he must break, and leave the key 
under the door. Do you think I will sell you a 
yard of tenpenny stuff for twenty of Mr. Wood'i 
halfpence ? No, not under two hundred at least ; 
neither will I be at the trouble of counting, but 
weigh them in a lump. I will tell you one thing 
further, that if Mr. Wood's project should take, it 
would ^ruin even our beggars; for when I give a 
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beggar a faalfpeBny^ it will quench bis thirst, or go 
a good way to fill his belly ; but the twelfth part of 
a halfpenny will do him no more service than if I 
should'^e him t)iree pins out of my sleeve. 

In ^hort, these halfpence are like the accursed 
thbgi which, as the Scripture tells us, the children 
of Israel were forbidden to touch. They will run 
about like the plague, and destroy ev^ry one who 
lays his hands upon them. I have heard scholars 
talk of a man who told the king, that he had in* 
vented away to torment people by putting them into 
a buU of brass with fire under it : but the prince 
p^t the projector first into his brazen bull, to make 
the experiment. This very much resembles the 
project of Mr. Wood ; and the Kke of this may 
possibly be Mr» Wood*$ fate ; that the brass he 
contri^^ to torment this kingdom with, may prove 
bis own tcMrment; and his destruction at last. 

N. B. The author of this paper is informed by 
personSj^ who have made it their business to be 
exact in their observations on the true value of 
these halfpence that any person may expect to 
get a quart of twopenny ale for thirty-six of them. 

I desire that all families may keep this paper care- 
fully by them, to refresh their memories whenever 
they shall have ferther notice of Mr. Wood's half- 
pence, or any other the like imposture. 
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LiSTTER IL 

A LETTER TO 

MR. HARDING THE PRINTER, 

UPON OCCASIOK OP 

A PARAGRAPH IN HIS NEWSPAPER OF AUGUST 
THE FIRST, 1724, 

RELATING TO 

MR. WOOD'S HALFPENCE. 



1 N your newsletter of the first instant, there it 
a pars^raph, dated from London July 25th, re- 
lating to Wood's halfpence; whereby it is plain^ 
what I foretold in my letter to the shopkeepers, 
etc. diat this vile fellow would never be at rest; 
and that the danger of our ruin approaches nearer ; 
and therefore the kingdom requires new and fresh 
warning. However, I take this paragraph to be, 
in a great measure, an imposition upon the publick ; 
at least I hope so, because I am informed that 
Wood is generally his own newswriter. I cannot 
but observe from that paragraph, that this publick 
enemy of ours, not satisfied to ruin us with his 
trash, takes every occasion to treat this kingdom 
with the utmost contempt. He represents several 
of our merchants and traders, upon examination 
before a committee of council^ agreeing^ that ther^ 
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was the utmost necessity of copper money lieftf^ 
before his patent; so that several gentlemen hav€ 
been forced to tally with their workmen, and give 
them bits of cards sealed and subscribed with their 
names. What then ? If a physician prescribe to a 
patient a dram of pfaysick, shall a rascal apothecary 
cram him with a pound, and mix it up with poison ? 
And is not a landlord*s hand and seal to his own 
labourers a better security for five or ten shillings, 
than Wood's brass, ten times below the real value, 
can be to the kingdom for a hundred and eight 
thousand pounds ? 

But who are these merchants and traders of Ire- 
land that made this report of the utmost necessity 
wc arc under for copper money ? They are only a 
few betrayers of their country, confederates with 
Wood, from whom they are to purchase a great 
qusMitity of his coin, perhaps at hdf the price that 
we are to take it, and vend it among us, to the ruin 
of the publick, and their own private advantages* 
Are not these excellent witnesses, upon whose in- 
tegrity the fate of the kingdom must depend ; evi- 
dences in their own cause, and sharers in this work 
of iniquity ? 

If wc could have deserved the liberty of coining 
for ourselves, as wc formerly did, and why we have 
it not is every body's wonder as well as mine, ten 
thousand pounds might have been coined here in 
Dublin of only one fifth below the intrinsick value ; 
and this sum, with the stock of halfpence we then 
had, would have been sufficient: but Wood, by 
his emissaries, enemies to God and this kingdom, 
has taken care to buy up as many of our old half«- 
pence as he could ; and from thence the present 
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want of change arises ; to remove which by Mr. 
Wood's remedy, would be, to cure a scratch on 
the finger by cutting off the arm. But, suppo- 
sing there were not one farthing of change in the 
whole nation, I will maintain, that five and twenty 
thousand pounds would be a sum fully sufficient to 
answer all our occasions. I am no inconsiderable 
shopkeeper in this town. I have discoursed with 
several of my own, and other trades, with many 
gentlemen both of city and country, and also with 
great numbers of farmers, cottagers, and labourers, 
who all agree, that two shillings in change for every 
family, would be more than necessary in all deal- 
ings. Now, by the largest computation (even be* 
fore that grievous discouragement of agriculture, 
which has so much lessened our numbers) the souls 
in this kingdom are computed to be one million 
and a half; which, blowing six to a family, 
makes two hundred and fifty thousand families, 
and consequently two shillings to each &mily, will 
amount only to five and twenty thousand pounds ; 
whereas this honest, hberal, hardwareman. Wood, 
would impose upon us above four times that sum. 

Your paragraph relates farther, that sir Isaac 
Newton reported an essay taken at the Tower of 
Wood's metal; by which it appears, that Wood 
had in all respects performed his contract. His 
contract ! with whom ? Was it with the pariiament 
or people of Ireland ? Are not they to be the pur- 
chasers ? But they detest, abhor, and reject it as 
corrupt, fraudulent, mingled with dirt and trash. 
Upon which he grows angry, goes to law, and will 
impose his goods upon us by force. 

But 
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But your newsletter says, that an essay wat 
made of the coin. How impudent and insupport^ 
abk is this ! Wood takes care to coin a dooen or 
two halfpence of good metal, sends them to the 
Tower, and they are approved; and these taxx&t 
answer all that he has already coined, or shaU coin 
for the future. It is true, indeed, that a gentle-, 
man often sends to my shop for a pattern of stuff; I 
cut it &irly off, and if he likes it, be comes, or 
sends, and compares the pattern with the whole 
piece, and probably we come to a bargain. But if 
I were to buy a hundred sheep, and the grazier 
should bring me one single wether fat and well 
fleeced, by way of pattern, and expect the same 
price round for the whole hundred, without suffer- 
ing me to see them before he was paid, or giving 
me good security to restore my money for those that 
we4:e lean, or shorn, or scabby, I would be none of 
his customer. I have heard of a man who had a 
miod to sell his house, and therefore carried a piece 
of brick in bis pocket, which he showed as a pat- 
tern to encourage purchasers ; and this is direcdy 
the case in pdnt with Mr. Wood's essay. 

The next part of the paragraph, contains Mr. 
Wood's voluntary proposals for preventing any far- 
ther objections or apprehensions. 

His first proposal is, that whereas he has already 
coined seventeen thousand pounds, and has copper 
prepared to make it up forty thousand pounds, 
he will be content to coin no more, unless the 

EXIGENCIES OP TRADE REQUIRE IT, although his 

patent impowers him to coin a far greater quantity. 

To which if I were to answer, it should be thus : 
let Mr. Wood and his crew of founders aad tinkers 

coin 
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Cbin Dn^ till there is not an old kettle left in the king-^ 
dom ; let them coin old. leather, tobacco-pipe clay, 
or the dirt in the street^ and call their trumpery by 
what name they please^ from a guinea to a farthing s 
we are not under any concern to know how he and 
his tribe of accomplices think fit to employ them- 
selves. Bat I hope, ind trust, that we are all, to a 
man, fully determined to have nothing to do with 
him or his ware. 

The king has given him a patent to coin half- 
pence> but has not obliged us to take them ; and 
I have already shown in niy Letter to the Shop* 
keepers etc«, that the law has not left it in the 
power of the prerogative to compel the subject to 
take any money, beside gold and silver of the right 
sterling and standard. 

Wood farther purposes (if I understand him 
right, for his expressions are dubious) that he will 
not coin above forty thousand pounds, unless the 
exigencies of trade require it. Rrst, I observe 
that this sum of forty thousand pounds is almost 
double to what I proved to be sufficient for the 
whole kingdom, although we had not one of our ] 
old halfpence left. Again, I ask, who is to be | 
judge, when the exigencies of trade require it? J 
Without doubt he means himself; for as to us of 
this poor kbgdom, who must be utterly ruined if 
this project should succeed, we were never once 
consulted till the matter was over, and he wiU 
judge of our exigencies by his own : neither will 
these be ever at an end, till he and his accomplices 
shall think they have enough : and it now appears 
that he will not be content with all our gold and 
Vol. IX- • D silver. 



Digitized by VjOO^ IC 



34 THE DRAFIBR*S tSTTERS* 

silver^ but intends to buy up our goods and mano- 
factures with the same coin. 

I shah not enter into examination of the prices 
for which he now proposes to sell his halfpence, or 
what he calls his copper by the pound ; I have said 
enough of it in my former letter, and it has likewise 
been considered by others. It is certain that by his 
own first computation, we were to pay three shillings 
for what was intrinsically worth but one, although it 
had been of the true weight and standard for which 
he pretended to have contracted ; but there is so 
great a difference both in weight and badness in 
several of his coins, that some of them have been 
nine in ten below the intrinsick valui*, and most of 
them six or seven. 

His last proposal being of a peculiar strain and 
nature, deserves to be very particularly considered^ 
both on accoimt of the matter and the style. It is 
as follows : 

Lasdy, In consideration of the direful apprehen- 
sions which prevail in Ireland, that Mr. Wood will, 
by such coinage, drain them of their gold and sil- 
ver ; he proposes to take their manufactures in ex* 
change, and that no person be obliged to receive 
more than five pence halfpenny at one payment. 

First observe this little impudent hardwareman turn- 
ing into ridicule the direful apprehensions of a whole 
kingdom, priding himself as the cause of them, and 
daring to prescribe (what no king of England ever 
attempted) how far a whole nation shall be obliged 
to take his brass coin. And he has reason to insult : 
ibr sure there was never an example in history of a 
great kingdom kept in awe for above a year, in daily 
dread of utter diestmction, net by a powerful in- 
vader 
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Vader at the head of twenty thousand men, not by a 
plague or a famine, not by a tyrannical prince (for 
we never had one more gracious) or a corrupt ad- 
ministration, but by one single, diminutive, insig- 
nificant mechanick. 

But to go on : to remove our direful apprehen- 
•ftions that he will drain us of our gold and silver by 
his coinage, this little arbitrary mock-monarch most 
graciously offers to take our manufactures in ex- 
-change. Are our Irish understandings indeed so 
low in his opinion ? Is not this the very misery we 
complain of; that his cursed project will put us 
under the necessity of selling our goods for what is 
equal to nothing ? How would such a propo- 
sed sound from France or Spain, or any other coun- 
try with which we traffick, if they should offer to 
^eal with us only upon this condition, that we 
thould take their money at ten times higher than 
the intrinsick value ? Does Mr. Wood think, for in- 
stanch, that we will sell him a stone of wool for a 
parcel of his counters not worth sixpence, when we 
can send it to England, and receive as many shillings 
in gold and silver? Surely there was never heard 
such a compound of impudence, villany, and folly. 

His proposals conclude with perfect high treason. 
He promises, that no person shall be obliged to re- 
ceive more than five pence halfpenny of his coin in 
one payment. By which it is plain, that he pre- 
tends to oblige every subject in this kingdom to 
take so much in every payment, if it be offered ; 
whereas his patent obliges nt) man, nor can the pre- 
rogative, by law, claim such a power, as I have often 
ebserved ; so that Jjere Mr Wood takes upon him 
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the entire legislature, and an absolute dominion Over 
the properties of the whole nation. 

Good God! who are this wretch's advisers? 
who are his supporters^ abettors, encouragers, or 
sharers ? Mr. Wood will oblige me to take five 
pence halfpenny of his brass in every payment. 
And I will shoot Mr. Wood and bis deputies 
through the head, like highwaymen or house-^ 
breakers, if they dare to force one farthing of their 
coin on me in the payment of a hundred pounds. 
It is no loss of honour to submit to the lion, but 
who, with the figure of a man, can think with pa* 
tience of being devoured alive by a rat ? He has 
laid a tax upon the people of Ireland of seventeen 
shillings at least in the pound : a tax, I say, not 
only upon lands, but interest-money, goods, mar 
nu&ctures, the hire of handicraftsmen, labourers, 
and servants. Shopkeepers, look to yourselves! 
Wood will oblige and force you to take five pence 
halfpenny of his trash in every payment : and 
many of you receive twenty, thirty, forty payments 
in one day, or else you can hardly find bread : and 
pray consider how much that will amount to in a 
year; twenty times five pence halfpeimy is nine 
shillings and two pence, which is above a hun- 
dred and sixty pounds a year, wherein you will be 
losers of at least one hundred and forty pounds by 
taking your payments in his money. If any of 
you be content to deal with Mr. Wood on such 
conditions, you may; but for my own particular, 
let his money perish with him. If the fiimous Mr. 
Hampden rather chose to go to prison, than pay a 
few shillings to king Charles I, without authority 
of parliament ; I will rather choose to be hanged, 

than 
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than have all my substance taxed at seventeen shil- 
lings in the pound, at tiie arbitrary will and plea- 
sure of the venerable Mr. Wood. 1 , 

The patagraph concludes thus : N. B. (that is | r/rC^.^J,.. 
to say, nota bene, or mark well) No evidence ap- ' 
peared from Ireland, or elsewhere, to prove the 
mischiefs complained of, or any abuses whatsoever 
committed in the execution of the said grant. 

The impudence of this remark exceeds all that 
went before. First, the house of commons in Ire- 
land, which 'represents the whole people of the 
kingdom ; and secondly, the privy council address- 
ed his majesty against these halfpence : what could 
be done more to express the universal sense of the 
nation ? If his copper were diamonds, and the 
kingdom were entirely against it, would not that 
be sufficient to reject it ? Must a committee of the 
whole house of commons, and our whole privy- 
council, go over to argue pro and con with Mr. 
Wood ? To what end did the king give his patent 
for coining hali^ence in Ireland ? Was it not be- 
cause it was represented to his sacred majesty, that 
such a coinage would be of advantage to the good 
of this kingdom, and of all his subjects here ? It 
is to the patentee's peril, if this representation be 
false, and the execution of his patent be fraudulent 
and corrupt. Is he so wicked and foolish to think, 
that his patent was given him to ruin a million and 
a half of people, that he might be a gainer of three 
or fourscore thousand pounds to himself? Before 
he was at the charge of passing a patent; much 
more of raking up so much filthy dross, and stamp- 
ing it with his majesty's image and superscription, 
should he npt first in common sense, in' common 

D 3 equity. 
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equity, and common manners, have consulted the 
princip^ party concerned ; that is to say, the peo-- 
pie of the kingdom, the house of lords, or com- 
mons, or the privy-council ? If any foreigner 
should ask us, whose image and superscription 
there is on Wood's coin ? We should be ashamed 
to tell him, it was Caesar's. In that great want 
of copper halfpence which he alleges we were, 
our city set up our Caesar's * statue in cKcellent 
copper at an expen$e that is equal in value to thirty 
thousand pound of his coin; and we will not re- 
ceive his image in wor^e metal. 

I observe many of our people putting a melan- 
choly case on this subject. It is true, say they, 
we are all undone if Wood's halfpence must pass ; 
but what shall we do, if his majesty puts out n. 
proclamation conunwding us to take them ? This 
has often been dinned in my ears. But I desire 
my countrymen to be assured that there is nothing 
in it. The king never issues out a proclamatian 
but to enjoin what the law permits him. He wiU 
not issue out a proclamation against law; or, i£ 
&uch a thing should happen by a mistake, we ace 
no more obliged to obey it, than to run our heads 
into the fire. Besides), his majesty wiU t^ver coai^ 
mand us by a proclamation, what he does not offer ta 
command us in the patent itself. There he leaves it 
tx> our discretion ; so that our destruction must be 
entirely owing to ourselves. Therefore let no man 
be afeud of a proclamation, which will never be 
granted ; and if it should, yet upon this occaaioa 
win be of no force. The king's revenues here aj^e 

* An equestrian statue of George I, at Esscx-bridge, Dublin. 
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near four hundred thousand pounds a year* Can 
you think his ministers will advise him to take 
them in Wood*s brass, which will reduce the value 
to fifty thousand pounds? England gets a miUi<m 
sterling by this nation ; which, if this project goes 
on» will be almost reduced to nothing : and do you ( 
think those who live in England upon Irish estates, I 
will be content to take an eighth cnr tenth part by ^ 
being paid in Wood's dross > 

If Wood and his confederates were not convinced 
of our stupidity, they never would have attempted 
so audacious an enterprise. He now sees a spirit 
has been raised against him, and he only watches 
till it begin to flag : he goes about watching when 
to devour us. He hopes we shall be weary of con« 
tending with him ; and at last, out of ignosance or 
fear, or of being perfectly tired with oppoation, 
we diall be forced to yield : and therefore, I con- 
fess, it is my chief endeavour to keep up your 
spirits and resentments. If I tell you there is a 
precipice under you, and that if you. go fiarward 
you will certainly break your necks ; if I point, to 
it befdre your eyes, must I be at the trouble of re-- 
peating it every morning ? Are our people's hearts 
waxed gross ? are their ears dull of hearing ? and 
have they closed their eyes ? I £ear there are some 
few vipers among us, who for ten or twenty pounds 
gsun would sdi their souls and their country ; al- 
though at last it should end in their own ruin, as 
well as ours. Be not like the deaf adder, who re- 
fiiseth to hear the voice of the charmer, charm he 
never so wisely. 

Although my" letter be directed to you, Mr. 
Harding, yet I intend it for all my countrymen. 

D 4 I have 
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I have no interest in this ai{air, but what is com- 
mon to the publick : 1 can live better than many 
others ; I have some gold and silver by me, and a 
shop well furnished; and shall be able to make a 
shift when many of my betters are starving. But 
I am grieved to see the coldness and indifference of 
many people, with whom I discourse. Some are 
afraid of a proclanution ; others shrug up their 
shoulders, and cry, What would you have us to 
do ? Some give out, there is no danger at all : 
others are comforted^ that it will be a common 
calamity, and they shall fare no worse than their 
neighbours* Will a man who hears midnight rob* 
bers at his door, get out of bed, and raise his 
funily for a conunon defence ; and shall a whole 
kingdom lie in a lethargy, while Mr. Wood comes, 
at the head of his confederates, to rob them of all 
they have, to ruin us and our posterity, for ever ? 
If a highwayman meets you on the road, you give 
him your m^ney to save your life ; but Grod be 
thanked, Mr. Wood cannot touch a hair of your 
heads. You have all the laws of God and man on 
your side : when he or his accomplices offer you 
his dross, it is but saying no, and you are safe. If 
a madman should come into my shop with a 
handful of dirt raked out of the kennel, and offer 
it in payment for ten yards of stuff, I would pity, 
or laugh at him ; or if his behaviour deser\'ed it, 
kick him out of my doors. And if Mr. Wood 
comes to demand my gold and silver, or commodi- 
ties for which I have paid my gold and silver, in 
exchange for his trash, can he deserve or expect 
better treatment t^i 

When 
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When the evil day is come (if it must come) 
kt us mark and observe those who presume to 
offer these halfpence in payment. Let their names 
and trades, and places of abode, be made publick, 
that every one may be aware of them, as be- 
trayers of their country, and confederates with Mr. 
Wood, Let them be watched at markets and fairs ; 
and let the first honest discoverer give the word 
about that Mr. Wood's halfpence have been offered, 
and caution the poor innocent people iiot to receive 
them. 

Perhaps I have been too tedious; but there 
would never be an end, if I attempted to say all 
that this melancholy subject will bear. I will con- 
clude 'with humbly offering one proposal ; which^ 
if it were put into practice, wotdd blow up this 
destructive projecf at once. Let some skilful, judi- 
cious pen, draw up an advertisement to the follow- 
ing purpose ! 

Whereas one William Wood, hardwareman, now 
or lately sojourning in the city of London, has, by 
many misrepresentations, procured a patent for coin- 
ing a hundred and eight thousand pounds in cop- 
per halfpence for this kingdom; which is a simi 
five times greater than our occasions require : And 
whereas it is notorious, that the said Wood has 
coined his halfpence of such base metal, and false 
weight, that they are at least six parts in seven be- 
low the real value ; And whereas we have reason to 
apprehend, that the said Wood may at any time 
hereafter clandestinely coin as many more halfpence 
as he pleases : And whereas the said patent neither 
does, nor can oblige bis majesty's subjects to re- 
ceive the said halfpence in any payment, but leaves 

it 
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it to their voluntary choice ; because by law the 
subject cannot be obliged to take any money, ex- 
cept gold or sihrer : And whereas^ contrary to the 
letter and meaning of the said patent^ the said Wood * 
has declared^ that every person shall be obliged to 
take five pence halfpenny of his coin in every pay- 
ment : And whereas the house of commons, and 
privy*council, have severally addressed his most 
sacred majesty, representing the ill consequences 
which the said coinage may have upon this kii^- 
<fom : And lastly, whereas it is universally agreed^ 
that the whole nation to a man, (except Mr. Wood, 
and his confederates) are in the utmost apprehen- 
sions of the ruinous consequences that must follow 
from the said c(»nage ; Therefore we, whose names- 
are underwritten^ being persona of considerable es- 
tates in this kingdom^ and reaiders therein, do una- 
nimously resolve and declare, that we will never* 
-receive one farthing or halfpenny of the said Wood's 
coining ; and that we will direct all our tenants to 
refuse the said coin from any person whatsoever ; of 
which that they may not be ignorant, we have sent 
them a cc^y of this advertisement, to be read to 
them by our stewards, receivers, etc. 

I could wish, that a paper of this nature might 
be drawn up, and signed by two or three hundred 
principal gendemen of this kingdom ; and printed 
copies thereof sent to their several tenants. I am 
deceived if any thing could sooner defeat this exe- 
crable design of Wood, and his accomplices. This 
would immediately give the alarm, and set the 
kingdom on their guard; this would ^ve courage 
to the meanest tenant and cottager. How long, O 
Xord, righteous and true, etc. 

I must 
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I must tell you in particular^ Mr. Harding, that 
you are much to blame. Several hundred persons 
have inquired at your house for my Letter to the 
Shopkeepers, etc. and you had none to sell them. 
Pray keep yourself provided with that Letter, and 
witli this : you have got very well by the fbimer ; 
but I did not then write fcr your ttke, any more 
than I do now. Pray advertise both in every news- 
paper : and let it not be your fauk or mine, if our 
countrymen will not take warning. I de^ you 
likewise to sell them as cheap as you can. 

/ am your servant ^ 

M.B. 

AiifBst 4, I724* 
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LETTER III. 

SOME 

OBSERVATIONS 

UPON A PAPEB^ CAIX£D^ 

THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 

OF 

THE MOST HONOURABLE THE PRIVY- 
COUNCIL IN ENGLAND, 

RELATING TO WOOD'S HALFPENCE. 

TO 

THE NOBILITY AND GENTRY OF THE KING- 
DOM OF IRELAND. 



rl AVING already written two letters to the pco- 
pie of my own level and condition, and having 
now very pressing occasion for writing a third : I 
thought I could not more properly address it than 
to your lordships and worships. 

The occasion is this: a printed paper was sent 
to me on the 18th instant, entitled, A Report of 
the Committee of the Lords of his Majesty*s most 
honourable Privy-Council in England, relating to 
Mr. Wood's halfpence and ^rthings. There is 

no 
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m mention made where the paper was printed ; but 
I suppose it to have been in Dublin : and I have 
been told, that the copy did not come over in the 
Gazette, but in the London Journal, or some other 
print of no authority or consequence* And for 
any thing that legally appears to the contrary, it 
may be a Contrivance to fright u$ ; or a project of 
some printer, who has a mind to make a penny by 
publishing something upon a subject which now 
employs all our thoughts in this kingdom. Mr. 
Wood, in publishing this paper, would bsinuate 
to the world, as if the committee had a greater 
concern for his credit, and private emolument, than 
for the honour of the privy-council, and both 
houses of parliament here, and for the quiet and 
welfare of this whole kingdom; for it seems in* 
tended as a vindication of Mr. Wood, not without 
several severe reflections on the houses of lords and 
commons of Ireland. 

The whole is indeed written with the turn and 
air of a pamphlet ; as if it were a dispute between 
William Wood on the one part, and the lords jus* 
tices, privy-council, and bodi houses of parliament 
on the other : the design of it being to clear Wil- 
liam Wood, and to charge the other side with cast- 
ing rash and groundless aspersions upon him. 

But if it be really what the title imports, Mr. 
Wood has treated the committee with great rude- 
ness, by publishing , an act of thdrs in so unbe- 
coming a manner, without their leave, and before 
it was communicated to the government and privy- 
council of Ireland ; to whom the committee advised 
that it should be transmitted. But, with all defer- 
ence be it spoken, I do not conceive that a report 
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of a committee of the councU in Engknd is hitherto 
jt law in either kingdom ; and \mtil any point is 
detemiined to be a law^ it remains disptttsible by 
every subject. 

lliis (may it please your lordships and worships) 
may seem a strange way of discoursing in an illite- 
iat« shopkeeper* I have endeavoured (although 
without the help of bo(dts) to improve that small 
poition of reason Ood has been pleased to give me ; 
and when reason plainly appears before me, I can^ 
not turn away my head from it. Thus for instance^ 
if any lawyer should teQ me that such a point 
were law, from which many gross palpable absur- 
dities must (oHlwr ; I would not^ I could not be- 
fieve him. If Sir £klwafd Coke should positively 
assert (which he no where dots^ but the (foect con* 
mry) that a limited prince, could, by his preroga- 
tive, oblige his subjects to take half an ounce of 
lead, stamped with his image, for twenty shillings 
m gold, I should swear he was deceived, or a de- 
ceiver ; because a power like that, would leave the 
whole lives and fortunes of the people entirely at 
die mercy of the monarch j yet this in effect is 
what Wood has advanced in some, of his papers ; 
and what suspicions people may possibly appre- 
hend from some passages in that which is called the 
report. 

That paper mentions such persons to have been 
examined, who were desirous and willing to be 
heard upon this subject. I am told they were four 
in all ; Coleby, Brown, Mr. Finley the banker, and 
one more, whose name I know not. The first of 
these was tried for robbing the treasury in Ireland ; 
and though he was acquitted for want of legal 

proof. 
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proofj yet every person in the court bdieved him to 
be guilty. The second was tried for a rape, and 
stands recorded in the votes of the house of com- 
mons, for endeavouring, by perjury and suboma* 
tion, ID take away the life of John Bingham, esq. 

But, since I have gone so £ur as to mention par- 
ticular peisons, it may be some satisfaction to know 
^ho is this Wood himself^ that has the honour 
to have a whole kingdom at bis mercy for almost 
two years together. I find he is in the patent en- 
tided esquire^ although he were understood to be 
only a bardwaiieman ; and so I have been bold to 
call him in my former letters ; however^ a ^squific 
he is, not only by virtue of his patent, but by hav- 
ing been a collector in Shropshire ; where, pretend- 
ing to have been robbed, and suing the county^ fae 
was cas^ and for the in&my of the fact lost his 
employment. 

I have heard another story of this 'squire Wood, 
from a very honourable lady, that one Hamilton 
told her. Hamilton was sent for six years ago, 
by or Isaac Newton^ to try the coinage of four 
men, who then solicited a patent for coining half- 
pence for Ireland ; their nan^s were Wood, Costor, 
Eliston, and Parker. Parker made the fairest offer, 
and Wood the worst ; for his coin were three half- 
pence in a pomid weight less value than the other. 
By which it is plain, with what intentions he so- 
licited his patent ; but not so plain how he obtain- 
ed it. 

' It ia alleged in the said paper called the Report, 
that upon repeated orders from a secretary of state 
for sending over such papers and witnesses, as 
should be thought proper to support the objections 
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made against the patent by both houses of t>arIia-« 
iTient ; the lord lieutenant represented the great dif-* 
ficulty he found himself in, to comply with these 
orders : that none of the principal members of both 
houses who were in the king's service, or council, 
would take upon them to advise, how any material 
person, or papers, might be sent over on this occa^ 
sion, etc. Arid this is often repeated^ and repre- 
sented as a proceeding that seems very extraordinary, 
and that in a matter which had raised so great a 
clamour in Ireland, no one person could be pre*- 
vailed upon to come over from Ireland in support 
of the united sense of both houses of parliament in 
Ireland ; especially that the chief difficulty should 
arise from a general apprehension of a miscaniage, 
in an inquiry before his majesty, or in a proceeding 
by due course of law, in a case where both houses 
of parliament had declared themselves so fully con- 
vinced, and satisfied upon evidence, and examina- 
tions taken in the most solemn manner. 

How shall I, a poor ignorant shopkeeper, utterly 
unskilled in law, be able to answer so weighty an 
objection ? I will try what can be done by plain 
reason, unassisted by art, cunnmg, or eloquence. 

In my humble opinion, the committee of coun- 
cil has already prejudged the whole case, by call- 
ing the united sense of both houses of parliament 
in Ireland a universal clamour. Here the addresses 
of the lords and commons of Ireland, against a 
ruinous, destructive project of an obscure, single 
undertaker, is called a clamour. I desire to 
know, how such a style would be resented in 
England from a committee of council there to a 
parliament; and how many impeachments would 
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IblioW Upon it } &Ut, supposing the appellation to 
be proper, t AtWT heard of a wise minister who 
despised the universal ckmour of a people ; and 
if that clamour cm. be quieted by disappointing 
the fraudulent practice of a single person^ the pur-» 
chase is not ejrort)itanti 

but in answer to this objection t first it is ma« 
nifest, that if this coinage had been in Ireland, 
with such limitations as have been formerly spe* 
ctfied in other patents, and granted to persons of 
this kingdom, or even of England, abU to give 
sufficient security, few or no inconveniencies could 
hare happened. As to Mr. Knox's patent men* 
tioned in the report, security was given into the 
exchequer, that the patentee should, upon all 
demands^ be obliged to receive his halfpence back, 
and pay gold or ^ver in exchange for them. And 
Mr* Moor (to whom I suppose that patent was 
made over) was in 16^ forced to leave off coin<- 
ang before the end of tliat year, by the great crowds 
of people continually offering to return his coinage 
upon him. In 1698 he coined again, and was 
fbrced to give over for the same reason. This en« 
tirely alters the case; for there is no such con«- 
dition in Wood's patent; which condition was 
worth a hundred times all other limitations what** 
soever. 

Pat the case, that the two houses of lords and 
commons of England, and the privy council there, 
should address his majesty to recall a patent, from 
whence they apprehended the most ruinous con- 
sequences to the whole kingdom; and, to make 
it stronger if possible, that the whole nation, al- 
nK)st to a man^ should thereupon discover the 
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most dismal a{>prehensionSy as Mr. Wood stylet 
them; would his majesty debate half an hour 
what he had to do ? Would any minister dare ad-* 
vise him against recalling such a patent ? Or would 
the nutter be referred to the privy council, or to 
Westminster-hall; the two houses of parliament 
plaintiffs, and William Wood defendant ? And is 
there even the smallest d^erence between the twa 
cases ? 

Were not the people of Ireland bom as free as 
those of England ? How have they forfeited their 
freedom ? Is not their parliament as fair a repre- 
sentative of the people as that of EngUnd ? And 
has not their privy council as great, or a greater 
share in the administration of publick affairs ? Are 
not they subjects of the same king ? Does not the 
same sun shine upon them? And have they not 
the same God for their protector ? Am I a free- 
man in England, and do I become a slave in six 
hours by crossing the channel ? No wonder then, 
if the boldest persons were cautious to interpose, 
in a matter already determined by the whole voice 
of the nation, or to presume to represent the re- 
presentatives of the kingdom ; and were justly ap- 
prehensive of meeting such a treatment as they 
would deserve at the next session. It would seem 
very extraordinary, if any inferiour court in Eng- 
land, should take a great matter out of the hands 
of the high court of parliament, during a^ proro^ 
gation, and decide it against the opinion of both 
houses* 

It happens however, that although no persons 
were so bold as to go over as evidences, to prove 
the tmth of the objections, naade against this pa- 
tent 
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tciit by the high court of parliament here, yet these 
objections stand good^ notwithstanding the answers 
made by Mr. Wood and his counsel. 

The report says^ that upon an essay made of the 
fineness, weight, and value of this copper, it ex- 
ceeded in every article. This is possible enough 
in the pieces upon which the essay was made ; but 
Wood must have failed very much in point of dex-^ 
terity, if he had not taken care to provide a suffi- 
cient quantity of such halfpence, as would beat 
the trial ; which he was able to do, although they 
were taken out of several parcels ; since it is now 
plain, that the bias of favour has been wholly on 
his side* 

But what need is there of disputing, when wc 
have a positive demonstration of Wood's fraudu- 
lent practices in this point ? I have seen a large 
quantity of these hal^ence weighed by a very 
skilful person, which were of four different kinds> 
three of them considerably under weight. I have 
now before me an exact computation of the differ- 
ence of weight between these four sorts ; by which 
it appears, that the fourth sort, or the lightest, 
differs from the first to a degree, that in the coin- 
age of three hundred and sixty tons of copper, the 
patentee will be a gainer, only by that difference^ 
of twenty-four thousand four hundred and ninety- 
four pounds; and in the whole, the publick will 
be a loser of eighty-two thousand one hundred 
and sixty-eight pounds sixteen shillings, even sup- 
posing the metal in point of goodness to answer 
Wood*s contract, and the essay that has been made, 
which it infallibly does not. For, this pomt has 
likewise been inquired into by very experienced 
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men^ vfho, upon severd trials on many of these 
haR^^ettce^ have found them to be at least one 
fourth part below the tetl value, not incttiding 
die raps or counterfeits that he^ or his accom- 
plices, have already made of his own com, and 
scattered about. Now the coinage of three hun« 
dred and sixty tons of copper, coined by the 
weight of the fourth or lightest sort of his half- 
pence, will amount to one hundred twenty-two 
thousand four hundred eigb^-eight pounds, six- 
teen shillings ; and if We subtract a fourth part of 
the real value, by the base mixture in the metal, 
we must add to the pubKck loss one fourth part to 
be subtracted from the intrinsick value of the cop- 
per ; which in three hundred and sixty tons amounts 
to ten thousand and eighty pounds ; and this, added 
to the former sum of eighty-two thousand one hun- 
dred sixty-eight pounds, sixteen shillings, will make 
in all ninety-two thousand two hundred forty-eight 
pounds loss to the publick: beside the nips or 
counterfeits that he may at any time hereafter 
think fit to coin. Nor do I know whether he 
reckons the dross exclusive, or inclusive, with his 
three hundred and sixty tons of copper ; which, ' 
liowever, will make a considerable diffefence in the 
account. 

You will here please to olyerve, that the profit 
allowed to Wood by the patent, is twelve pence 
out of every pound of copper valued at Is. fid. 
wheitas 5d. only is allowed for coinage of a pound 
weight for the English halfjpence ; and this differ- 
ence is almost 25 per cent, which is double to the 
highest exchange of money, even under all the 
additional pressures and obstructions to trade> that 
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this unhappy kingdom lies at present This one 
circumstance, in the coinage of three hundred and 
sixty tons of copper, paakes a difference of twenty- 
seven thousand seven hundred and twenty pounds, 
between English apd- Irish halfpence, even blowing 
tho«e of Wood to be a^l of the heaviest sort. 

It is likewise to be considered, that for every 
halfpenny in a pound weight, exceeding the num- 
ber directed by the patent. Wood will be a gainer 
in the coinage of three himdred and sixty tons of 
copper, sixteen hundred and eighty pounds nrofit 
more tlian the patent allows him ; out of whidi ho^ 
may afford to make his comptrollers easy upon that 
article. 

As to what is alleged, that these halfpence bx 
^xcoed the like coinag^e for Ireland in the reigns of 
his R^jest/s predecesii^ors ; there cannot well be a^ 
more e^^ptionable way of arguing, although thei 
fact were true ; which, however^ is altogether mis«- 
taken ; aot by any fault in the committee^ hut by 
the fraud and imposition of Wood, who certainly 
fErpdMaed the worst patterns he could find ; sucl) 
aa were coined in small numbers by permissions^ 
to private loen, as butchers halfpence, Uack-dogi^ 
and others the like ; or perhaps the small St. Par* 
trick's c^HHy which passes no^ for a farthing, or i(| 
b^t some of the smdlest raps of the latest kiq4^ 
For I have now by me halfpence coined in the year 
iQm by virtve of the patent gr»)ted tQ s^y Iprd 
Di^rmiputhi which w^ nsnewed to Knpv, ^d theji 
am hmvier by a ninth part than thqse o£ Wood> an4 
«f ttuch better mml ; and the @r€»t ^u ?%mcW9 
halfyonoe ace yet larger thm either. 
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But what is all this to the present debate ? If, 
under the various exigencies of former times by 
wars, rebellions, and insurrections, the kings of 
England were sometimes forced to pay their armies 
here with mixed or base money ; God forbid that 
the necessities of turbulent times should be a pre- 
cedent for times of peace, and order, and settle* 
ment. 

In the patent abovementioned, granted to lord 
Dartmouth in the reign of king Charles the se-* 
cond, and renewed to Knox, the securities given 
into the exchequer, obliging the patentee to re- 
ceive his money back upon every demand, were an 
effectual remedy against all inconveniencies : and 
the copper was coined in our kingdom ; so that wc 
were in no danger to purchase it with tlie loss of all- 
our silver and gold carried over to another, nor to 
be at the trouble of going to England, for the re*** 
dressing of any abuse. 

That the kings of England have exercised their 
prerogative of coining copper for Ireland, and for 
England, is not the present question : but, to speak 
in the style of the report, it would seem a little 
extraordinary, supposing a king should think fit 
to exercise his prerogative by coining copper in 
Ireland, to be current in England, without re- 
ferring it to his officers in that kingdom, to be 
informed whether the grant were reasonable, and 
whether the people desired it or not, and without 
regard to the addresses of his parliament against 
it. God forbid that so mean a man as I should 
meddle with the king*s prerogative : but I have 
heard very wise men say, that the king's prero- 
^tivc is bounded and limited by the good and 
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welfare of his people. I desire to know, whether 
it be not understood and avowed, that the good 
of Ireland was intended by this patent ? But Ire- 
land is not consulted at all in the matter; and^ 
as soon as Ireland is informed of it, they declare 
against it: the two houses of parliament and the 
privy council address his majesty upon the mis- 
chiefs apprehended by such a patent; the privy 
council in England take the matter out of the par- 
liament's cognizance ; the good of the kingdom 
is dropped ; and it is now determined, that Mr. 
Wood shall have the power of ruining a whole na- 
tion for his private advants^e. 

I never can suppose, that such patents as these, 
were originally granted with a view of being a job 
for the interest of a particular person, to the da- 
mage of the publick. Whatever profit must arise 
to the patentee, was surely meant at best but as a 
secondary miotive ; and since somebody must be a 
gainer, the choice of the person was made either 
by favour, or something else, or by the pretence 
of merit and honesty : this argument returns so 
often and strongly into my head, that I cannot for- 
bear frequently repeating it. Surely his majesty, 
when he consented to the passing of this patent^ 
conceived he was doing an act of grace to his most 
loyal subjects of Ireland, without any regard to 
Mr. Wood, farther than as an instrument : but the 
people of Ireland think this patent (intended, no 
doubt, for their good) to be a most intolerable 
grievance; and therefore Mr. Wood can never 
succeed, without an open avowal that his prc^t is 
preferred, not only before the interest, biit the very 
safety and being of a great kingdom ; and a king<^ 
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dom distinguished for its loyalty perhaps above all 
Others upoa earth ; not turned from its duty by the 
jurisdiction of the house of lords abolished at a 
^troke^ by the hardships of the act of navigation 
pewly enforced, by all possible obstructions in 
trade, and by a hundred other instances, enough to 
fill this paper ; nor was there ever among us the 
least attempt toward an insurrection in favour of 
the pretender. Therefore, whatever justice a free 
people can claim, we have at least ,an equal title to 
it with our brethren in England; and whatever 
grace a good prince can bestow on the most loyal 
subjects, we have reason to expect it ; neither has 
this kingdom any way deserved to be sacrificed 
tb one single, rapacious, obscure, ignominious pro- 
JmJtor. ' 

Among other clauses mentioned in this patent, 
to Aovi how advantageous it is to Ireland, there is 
one wfaidn seems to be of a singular naturti : that 
the patentee shall be obliged during his term to pay 
eight hundred pounds a year to the crown, and two 
hundred pounds a year to the comptroller. I have 
heftrd indeed, that the king*s council do always 
consider in the passing of a patent, whether it will 
be of advantage to the crown ; but I have likewise 
heard, that it is at the same time considered, whe<> 
Ad paasng of it may be injurious to any other 
persons, or bodies politick ? However, although th« 
attoxtiey aod sdicitor be servants to the king, and 
theielbio bound to coaoilt his majesty's interest ; 
yet I am vmitt some doubt, whether eight hun^ 
dnd jBDvads a your to the crown^ would be equi* 
Tiknt to the ram ef a kiogdom. It would be &r 
\itmKfoi OS to have paki eight thousand pounds 
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ft year into bis nuyest/s coffer? in the midst of all 
our taxes^ (which in proportion are greater in this 
kingdom than ever they were in England^ evea 
during the war) than purchase such an addition tp 
the revenue at the price of our utter undoing. 

But here it is plain^ that fourteen thousand pounds 
Mt to be paid by Wood^ only as a small circum« 
stantial charge for the purchase of his patent : what 
Ivere his other visible costs I know not^ and what 
were his latent, . is variously conjectured ; but he 
must be surely a man of some wonderful meiit^ 
Has he saved any other kingdom at his own ex« 
pense, to ^ve him a tide of reimbursing himself 
by the d«fitructioa of ours ? Has he discovered the 
longitude^ or the umversal medicine? No; but 
he has found the philosopher's stone after a new 
manner^ by debasing copfMX^ and resolving to force 
it upon us for %/olid. 

When the two houses represented to his m^sty^ 
that this patent to Wood was obtained in a dan-^ 
destine tmnsKT^ surely the committee could not 
think the parliament would insinuate^ that it had 
pot passed in the common forms, and run through 
every office where fees and perquisites were dae. 
They knew very weUi that persons in plaoeawem 
no enemies to grants ; and that the offiocira ol the 
crown could not be kept in the dark. But the late 
lord Ijeinemnt * of Inland ajffinned it waa a aeocet 
fcohiox; and who wiil 4oubt his verad^ espedaHy 
when he swose to a peraon of qualify from whom 
I h«l it^ riiat Xretend should nev^ be tmuWed with 
these hal%on€e ? It wae e secret 19 the people of 

* Duke of Gxaftosu 
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Ireland, who were to be the only sufferers ; and those 
who best know the state of the kingdom, and were 
most able to advise in such an affair, were wholly 
strangers to it. 

It is allowed by the report, that this patent was 
passed without the knowledge of the chief governor, 
or officers of Ireland : and it is there elaborately 
shown, that former patents have passed in the same 
manner, and are good in law. I shall not dispute 
legality of patents, but am ready to suppose it in 
his majesty's power, to grant a patent for stamping 
round bits of copper, to every subject he has. 
Therefore, to lay aside the point of law, I would 
only put the question, whether in reason and justice 
it would not have been proper, in an affair upon which 
the welfare of this kingdom depends, that the said 
kingdom should have received timely notice ; and 
the matter not be carried on between the patentee, 
and the officers of the crown, who were to be the 
only gainers by it. 

The parliament, who in matters of this nature 
are the most able and faithful counsellors, did re- 
present this grant to be destructive of trade, and 
dangerous to the properties of the people : to which 
the only answer is, that the king has a prerogative 
to make such a grant. 

It is asserted, that in the patent to Knox, his 
halfpence are made and declared the current coin 
of the kingdom ; whereas, in this to Wood, there 
is only a power given to issue them to such as will 
receive them. The authors of the report, I think, 
do not affirm, that the king can, by law, declare 
any thing to be current money by his letters patent. 
I dare. say they will not affirm it; and if Knox's 
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patent contained in it powers contrary to law, why 
is it mentioned as a precedent in his majesty's just 
and merciful reign ? But, although that clause be 
not in Wood's patent, yet possibly there are others, 
the legality whereof may be equally doubted; 
and particularly that, whereby a power is given to 
William Wood, to break into houses in search of 
any coin made in imitation of his. This may per- 
haps be affirmed to be illegal and dangerous to the 
liberty of the subject ; yet this is a precedent taken 
from Knox's patent, where the same power is grant*- 
ed, and is a strong instance what uses may be some* 
times made of precedents. 

But although, before the passing of this patent, it 
was not thought necessary to consult any persons of 
this kingdom, or make the least inquiry, whether 
copper money were wanting among us ; yet now at 
length when the matter is over, when the patent 
has long passed, when Wood has already coined 
seventeen thousand pounds, and has his tools and 
implements prepared to coin six times as much 
more, the committee has been pleased to make this 
affiur the subject of inquiry ; Wood is permitted to 
produce his evidences, which consist, as I hav^ 
already observed, of four in number, whereof Cole- 
by, Brown, and Mr. Pinlcy the banker are three. 
And these were to prove that copper money was 
extremely wanted in Ireland. The first had been 
out of the kingdom almost twenty years, from the 
time that he was tried for robbing the treasury ; and 
therefore his knowledge and credibility are equal. 
The second may be allowed a more knowing wit- 
ness, because I think it is not above a year since 
the house of commons ordered the attorney general 
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to proiedite him, ibr endeavouring to take away 
the life of John Ibngham esq. member of parlia* 
meat, by peijury and subornation. He asserted^ 
that he was forced to tally with his labourers for 
want of imall money, which has often been prac- 
tised in Engbmd by sir Ambrose Crawky, and 
others; but those who! knew him better, gire a 
difierent ratson, if there be any truth at all in the 
hctj that he was forced to tally with his labourers 
not for want of halfpence, but of more substantial 
money ; which is highly possible, because the race 
of suborners, forgers, perjurers, and ravish^rs, are 
usually people of no fortune, or of those who have 
run it out by their vices and profuseness. Mr. Fin« 
ky, the ^hird witness, honestly confessed, that be 
was ighioniint wheth^ Ireland wanted copper or not ; 
but his only: intention was to buy a certain quantity 
from Wood at a Urge discount, and sell them m 
weH a» he could ; by which he hoped to get two of 
iduree tbomsand ponrids for Inimself. 

But suppose these weris not one single halfpenny of 
copper aRn in this whole kingdom, (which Mr. Wood 
seems to intoid, unless we wdll come to his tecms> 
«s appears by employing his emissaries to buy up 
^ur old ones at a penny in the shilling more thau 
they pass for) it could not be any real evil to us> al-» 
though it might be sotne inconvenience. We have 
osany sorts of smalT silver coins, to which they are 
sficangBra in En^and ; such as the French three* 
peaces, fottrpence-halfpennies, and eight-pence far** 
thbgs, tho Scotch iivepences and tenpencei» 
beade their tveatypeixresand tbiM-aod-rfouiwpences, 
by whkh \w ate abk to make diaogs to % hd& 
jtuBf oi almost any piece of gdd and sihw ^ and 
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^ if we are driven. to die expedieat of a sealed caid^ 
widi the litde gold and siber sdll ranaimng, it wiQ^ 
I suppose, be somewhat better, than to have notfaing 
left but Wood*s adulterated copper, which he is 
Aeither obliged by his patent, nor hitsbhto abie by 
has estate, to make good. 

The report farther tdls us, k most be admkted, 
that letters patents, under the great Mai of Gieaf 
Britain, for coining copper money for ^Ireland ars 
legal and obligatory, a just and seasonable cxerdse 
of his majesty's royal prerogative, and in no manner, 
derogatory^ or invasive of any liberty or privilege of 
his subjects of Ireland. First, we desire to know, 
why his majesty*s prerc^arive might not have been 
as well asserted by passing this patent in Ireland, 
and subjecting the several conditions of the contract 
to the inspection of those who are only * concerned, 
as was^ fbrmeiiy done in the CMily * precedents for 
patents granted for coining in this kingdom, since 
the mixed money in queen Elizabeth's time, during 
the difficulties of a rebellion : whereas now, upon 
the greatest imposition that can possibly be prac^ 
tised, we must go to England with x>\iK complaints; 
where it has been £dt some time the £ishion to think^ 
and to affirm, that we cannot be too hardly used. 
Again, the report says, that such patents are obli*^ 
gatory. After long thinking, I am not able to find 
out, what can possibly be itieant here by this word 
obligatory. The patent of Wood neither obliges 
him to utter his coin, nor us to tak^ it ; or tf it did 
the latter,* it would be so far void, becauae no pa^ 

• It should be— who ^ alone' are concerned, both to avoid the 
equivoque, and the repetition of the itme Word — ^ only' — ^in.the 
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tent can oblige the subject against law; unless aft 
illegal patent passed in one kingdom^ can bind an- 
other^ and not itself. 

Lastly^ it is added^ that such patents are in no 
manner derogatory, or invasive of any liberty or 
privilege of the king's subjects of Ireland. If this 
proposition be true, as it is here laid down, without 
any limitation either expressed or implied, it must 
follow, that a king of England may at any time 
coin copper money for Ireland, and oblige his sub-* 
jects here to take a piece of copper under the lvalue 
of half a farthing, for half a crown, as was prac-^ 
tised by the late king James; and even without 
that arbitrary prince's excuse, from the necessity 
and exigencies of his affairs. If this be in no man-- 
ner derogatory, nor invasive of any liberties or pri- 
vileges of the subjects of Ireland, it ought to have 
been expressed what our hberties and privileges 
are, and whether we have any at all ; for, in spe- 
cifying the word Ireland, instead of saying his ma- 
jesty's subjects, it would seem to insinuate, that we 
are not upon the same foot with our fellow-subjects 
in England; which, however the practice may 
have been, I hope will never be directly asserted ; 
for I do not understand that Poining's act deprived 
us of our liberty, but only changed the manner of 
passing laws here (which however was a power most 
indirecdy obtained) by leaving the negative to th« 
two houses of parliament. But, waving all contro- 
versies relating to the legislature, no person, I be- 
lieve, was ever yet so bold as to affirm, that the peo- 
ple of Ireland have not the same title to the benefits 
of the common law, with the rest of his majesty's 
subjects ; and therefore, whatever liberties or privi- 
leges 
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kges the people of England enjoy by common law^ 
we of Ireland have the same ; so that, in my hum- 
ble opinion^ the word Ireland standing in that pro« 
position^ was^ in the mildest interpretation^ a lapse 
of the pen. 

The report &rther asserts^ that the precedents are 
many, wherein cases of great importance to Ireland, 
and which immediately affected the interests of that 
kingdom, sach as warrants, orders, and directions by 
the authority of the king, and his predecessors, have 
been issued under the royal sign manual, without 
any previous reference or advice of his majesty's 
officers of Ireland, which have always had their 
due force^ and have been punctually complied with 
and obeyed. It may be so, and I am heartily sorry 
for it ; because it may prove an eternal source of 
discontent. However, among all these precedents, 
there is not one of a patent for coining money for 
Ireland. 

There is nothing has perplexed me more than 
this doctrine of precedents. If a job is to be done, 
and upon searching records you find it has been 
done before, there will not want a lawyer to justify 
the legality of it by producing his precedents, with-* 
out ever considering the motives and circumstances 
that first introduced them ; the necessity, or turbu- 
lence, or iniquity of times ; the corruptions of 
ministers, or the arbitrary disposition of the prince 
then rdgaing. And I have been told by persons 
eminent in the law, that the worst actions which 
human nature is capable of, may be justified by the 
aame doctrine. How the first precedents began of 
determining cases of the highest importance to 
Ireland, and immediately affecting its interests, 
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wiiiiout any previous reference or advice to the 
king's officers here, may soon be accounted for^ 
Before this kingdom was entirely reduced, by the 
submission of Tyrone in the last year of queen Eli- 
zabeth's reign, there was a period of four hundred 
years, which was a various scene of war and peace 
between die English pale, and the Irish natives s 
and the government of that part of this island, wluch 
ky in the En^Mi hands, was, in many tbiogs^ 
under the immediate administratioA of the king t 
filver and copper were often anned here afnmg us ; 
and once at last upon great necessity, a mixed or 
base metal was sent fiom England. The reign of. 
king James I was employed in settfing die king^ 
flom after Tyrone^s rebellion; and this nation 
flourished extremely till the lime of the massacre, 
1641. In that difficult juncture of afiairs, the no-* 
bility and gentry coined their own j^Sate here in 
Dublin. 

By all that I can discover, the copper coin of 
Ireland, for three hundred years past, consisted of 
smaH pence and hal^ence ; whidi paiticular men 
had Mcense to coin, and were current only within 
certain towns and districts, according to the per^^ 
i^onal credit of the owner, who uttered them, md 
was bound to receive them again, whereof I have 
Seen many sorts ; neither have I heard of asiy patent 
granted for coining copper for Ireland, lill the 
reign of king Charles the second, which was in the 
year 1680, to George Leg, lord Dartmouth; and 
renewed by king James the second, in the first 
year of his reign (l685) to John Knox. Both 
patents were p^sed in Ireland; and in both, the 
patent^ were bound to receive their coin again> 
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from any that would offer them twenty shillings of 
it, for which they were obliged to pay gold or 
silver. 

The patents both of lord Dartmouth and Knox, 
were referred to the attorney-general here, and a 
report made accordingly; and both, as I have al- 
ready said, were passed in this kingdom. Knox 
had only a patent for the remainder of the term 
granted to lord Dartmouth ; the patent eiq>ired in 
1701, and upon a petition by Roger Moor to have 
it renewed, the matter was referred hither; and 
upon the report of the attorney and solicitor, that it 
was not for his majesty's service, cmt interest of the 
nati6n, to have it renewed, it was rejected by king 
William. It should therefore seem very extraor- 
dinary, that a patent for coining copper halfpence^ 
intended and professed for the good of the king- 
dom, should be passed, without once consulting 
diat kingdom, for the good of which it is declared 
to be intended ; and this, upon the application of 
a poor, private, obscure mechanick; and a patent 
of such a nature, that as soon as ever the kingdom 
is informed of its being passed, they cry out una-i 
nimously against it, as ruinous and destructive. 
The representatives of the nation in parliament, 
and the privy council, address the king to have it 
recalled ; yet the patentee, such a one as I have de- 
scribed, shall prevail to have this patent approved i 
and his private interest shall weigh down the appli- 
oition of a whole kingdom. St. Paul says. All 
tbing3 are lawful, but all things are not expedient. 
We are answered, that this patent is lawful ; but is 
it expedient ? We read that the high priest said, It 
was expedient that one man should die for the peo* 
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pie ; and this was a most wicked proposition : but 
that a whole nation should die for one man, was 
never heard of before. 

But, because much weight is laid on the prece- 
dents of other patents for coining copper for Ireland, 
I will set this matter in as clear a light as I can. 
Whoever has read the report, will be apt to think, 
that a dozen precedents at least could be produced 
of copper coined for Ireland, by virtue of patents 
passed in England, and that the coinage was there 
too ; whereas I am confident, there cannot be one 
precedent shown of a patent passed in England for 
coining copper for Ireland, for above a hundred 
years pasti and if there were any before, it must 
be in times of confusion. The only patents I could 
ever hear of, are those already mentioned to lord 
Dartmouth and Kqox ; the former in 168O, and the 
latter in l685. Now let us compare these patents 
with that granted to Wood, First, the patent to 
Knox, which was under the same conditions as that 
granted to lord Dartmouth, was passed in Ireland ; 
the government, and the attorney and solicitor gene-^ 
ral, making report that it would be useful to this 
kingdom. 

The patent was passed with the advice of the 
king's council here; the patentee was obhged to 
receive his coin from those who thought themselves 
surcharged, and to give gold and silver for it. 
Lastly, the patentee was to pay only 16L 13s. 4d. 
per annum to the crown. Then, as to the execu^ 
tion of that patent; first, I find the halfjpencc 
were milled, which, as it is of great use to prevent 
counterfeits, (and therefore industriously avoided 
by Wood) so it was an addition to the charge of 
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coinage. And as for the weight and goodness of 
the metal, I have several halfpence now by me, 
many of which weigh a ninth part more than those 
coined by Wood, and bear the fire and hammer a 
great deal better, and, which is no trifle, the im- 
pression is fairer and deeper. I grant indeed that 
many of the latter coinage, yield in weight to 
some of Wood's, by a fraud natural to such paten*^ 
tees; but not so immediatdy after the grant, and 
befote the coin grew current : fcMr this circumstance 
Mr. Wood must serve for a precedent in future 
times. 

Let us now examine this new patent granted to 
William Wood. It passed upon very small sug- 
gestions of his own, and of a few confedersUres ; 
it passed in England without the least reference 
hither ; it passed unknown to the very lord lieute-* 
mot, then in England. Wood is empowered to 
coin pbe hundred and eight thousand pounds, and 
all the officers in the kingdom (civil and military) 
are commanded in the report to countenance and 
iMst him. Knox had only power to utter what we 
would take, and was obliged to receive his coin 
back again at our demand, and to enter into secu^* 
rity for so doing. Wood's halfpence are not milled, 
and therefore more easily counterfeited by himself, 
as well as by others. Wood pap a thousand pounds 
per annum for fourteen years ; Knox paid only six* 
teen pounds thirteen shillings and four pence per 
annum for twenty-one years. 

It was the report, that set me the example of 
making a ct>mparison between those two patents, 
wherein the committee was grossly misled by the 
fiilse representation of William Wood ; as it was, 
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by another assertion, that seven hundred tons of 
copper were coined during the twenty-one years of 
lord Dartmouth's and Knox's patents. Such a quan- 
tity of copper, at the Tate of two shillings and 
eight pence per pound, would amount to about a^ 
hundred and ninety thousand pounds; which was 
very near as much as the current cash of the king- 
dom in those days ; yet during that period, Ireland 
was never known to have too much copper coin ; 
and for several years there was no coining at all : 
besides, I am assured, that upon inquiring into the 
custpmhouse books, all the copper imported into 
this kingdom from l683 to 1692, which includes 
eight years of the twenty-one (beside one year al- 
lowed for the troubles) did not exceed forty-seven 
. tons. And we cannot suppose even that small 
quantity to have been wholly applied to coinage : 
80 that I believe there was never any compahaoa 
more unluckily made, or so destructive of the de*^ 
sign for which it was produced. 

The psalmist reckons it an effect of 6od*8 anger, 
when he selleth his people for nought, and taketh 
no money for them. That we have gready of- 
fended God by the wickedness of our lives, is not 
to be disputed : but our king we have not offended 
in word or deed ; and although he be God*s vice- 
gerent upon earth, he will not punish us for any 
offences, except those we shall commit against his 
legal authority, his sacred person (which God pre- 
serve) or the laws of the land. 

The report is very profuse in arguments, that 
Ireland is in great want of copper money : who 
were the witnesses to prove it, has been shown al- 
ready : but, in the name of God^ who are to be 
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judges? Does not the nation best know its own 
wants? Both houses of parliament, die privy 
council, and the whole body of the people, declare 
the contrary. Or, let the wants be what they 
will, we desire they may not be supplied by Mr. 
Wood : we know our own wants but too well ; they 
are many, and grievous to be bom, but quite 
of another kind. Let England be satisfied: as 
things go, they will in a short time have all our 
gold and silver, and may keep their adulterate cop- 
per at home, for we are determined not to purchase 
it with our manufactures, which Wood has graci* 
ously offered to accept. Our wants are not so bad 
by a hundredth part, as the method he has taken 
to supply them. He has already tried his faculty 
in New-England ; and I hope he will meet at least 
with an equal reception here; what that was, I 
leave to publick intelligence. I am supposing a 
wild case.; that if there should be any persons al- 
ready receiving a momtrous pension out of this 
kin^om, who were instrumental in procuring the 
patent, they have not either well consulted their 
own interests, or Wood must put more dross into 
his copper, and sdll diminish its weight. 

Upon Wood's complaint, that the officers of the 
king's revenue here, had already given orders to all 
the inferiour officers not to receive any of his coin ; 
the report says that this cannot but be looked upon 
as a very extraordinary proceeding, and contrary 
to the powers given in the patent. The committee 
lay, they cannot advise his majesty to give direc- 
tions to the-officers of the revenue here, not to re- 
ceive or utter any of the said coin, as has been de- 
wred in the addresses of botk hous?9 ; but^ on the 
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contrary^ they think it both just and reasonabk^ 
that the king should immediately give orders to the 
commissioners of the revenue, etc. to revoke all or- 
ders, etc. that may have been given by them, to 
hinder or obstruct the receiving of the said coin. 
And accordingly, we are told, such orders arc ar- 
rived. Now this was a cast of Wood's politicks ; 
for his information was wholly &lse and groundless, 
which he knew very v^ell ; and that the commission- 
ers of the revenue here were all, except one, sent us 
from England, and love their employments too well 
to have taken such a step : but Wood was wise 
enough to consider, that such orders of revocation 
would be an open declaration of the crown in his 
favour, would put the government here under a dif- 
ficulty, would make a noise, and possibly create 
some terrour in the poor people of Ireland. .And 
one great point he has gained, that although any 
orders of revocation will be needless, yet a new or- 
der is to be sent (and perhaps is already here) to the 
commissioners of the revenue, and all the king's 
officers in Jreland, that Wood's halfpence be suf- 
fered and permitted, without any let, suit, tcoujUie^ 
molestation, or denial of any of the king's officers 
or ministers whatsoever, to pass, and be received as 
current money by such as shall be willing to re- 
ceive them. In this order there is no exception ; 
and therefore, as far as I can judge, it includes all 
officers, both civil and military, from the lord 
high chancellor to a justice of peace, and from 
the general to an ensign ; so that Wood's project is 
not likely to fail for want of managers enough. For 
my own part, as things stand, I have but little re- 
gret to find myself out of the number ; and there- 
fore 
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fort I shall cdiltinUe in all humility to exhort and 
warn my fellow-subjects, never to receive or utter 
this coin, which will reduce the kingdom to beg- 
gary, by much quicker and larger steps, than have 
hitherto been taken. 

But it is needless to argue any longer. The 
matter is come to ah issue. His majesty, pursuant 
to the law, has left the field open between Wood 
and the kingdom of Ireland. ( Wood has liberty to 
offer his coin, and we have law, reason, liberty, 
and necessity to refuse it. A knavish jockey may 
ride sm old foundered jade about the market, but 
none are obliged to buy it. ' I hope the words vo- 
luntary, and willing to receive it, will be understood 
and applied in their true natural meaning, as com* 
monly understood by protestants. For, if a fierce 
captain comes to my shop to buy six yards of scarlet 
cloth, followed by a porter laden with a sack of 
Wood's coin upon his shoulders ; if we arc agreed 
about the price, and my scarlet lies ready cut upon 
the compter ; if he then gives me the word of com- 
mand to receive my money in Wood's coin, and 
calls me a disaffected, jacobite dog, for refusing it 
(although I am as loyal a subject as himself, and 
without hire) and thereupon seizes my cloth, leav- 
ing me the price in this odious copper, and bids 
me take my remedy : in this case I shall hardly be 
brQUght to think, that I am left to my own will. 
I shall therefore on such occasions first order the 
porter aforesaid to go off with his pack ; and then 
see the money in silver and gold in my possession, 
before I cut or measure my cloth. But, if a com- 
mon soldier drinks his pot first, and then offers 
payment in Wood's halfpence, the landlady may 
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be under some difficulty ; for, if she complains to 
his captain or ensign, they are likewise officers in* 
eluded in this general order for encouraging these 
halfjpence to pass as current money. If she goes 
to a justice of peace, he is also an officer, to whom 
this general order is directed. I do therefore ad- 
vise her to follow my practice, which I have already 
begun, and be paid for her goods before she parts 
with them. However, I should have been con- 
tent, for some reasons, that the military gentlemen 
had been excepted by name ; because I have heard 
it said, that their discipline b best confined within 
their own district. 

His majesty, in the conclusion of his answer to 
the address of the house of lords against Wood's 
coin, is pleased to say, that he will do every thing 
in his power to the satisfaction of his people. 
It should seem, therefore, that the recalling of the 
patent is not to be understood as a thing in his 
power. But however, since the law does not 
oblige us to receive this coin, and consequently the 
patent leaves it to our voluntary choice, there is 
nothing remaining to preserve us from ruin, but 
that the whole kingdom should continue in a firm, 
determinate resolution, never to receive or utter this 
fiital coin. After which, let the officers, to whom 
these orders are directed (I would willingly except 
the military) come with their exhortations, their 
arguments, and their eloquence, to persuade us to 
find our interest in our imdoing. Let Wood and 
his accomplices travel about the country with cart- 
loads of their ware, and see who will take it off 
their hands; there will be no fear of his bring 
robbed, for a highwayman would scorn to touch it. 

I am 
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t am only in pain how the commissioners of the 
revenue will proceed in this juncture ; because, I 
am tdld, they are obliged by an act of parliament 
to take nothing but gold and silver in payment 
for his majesty^s customs: and I think they can* 
not justly offer this coinage of Mr. Wood to 
others, unless they will be content to receive it 
diemselves. 

The sum of the whole is diis : the committee 
advises the king to send immediate orders to all his 
officers here, that Wood*s coin be suffered and 
permitted without any let, suit, trouble, etc. to 
pass, and be received as current money by such 
as shall be willing to receive the same. It is pro- 
bable, that the first willing receivers may be those, 
who must receive it whether they will or not, at 
least under the penalty of losing an office. But the 
landed undepending men, the merchants, the shop^ 
keepers, and bulk of the people, I hope, and am 
almost confident, will never receive it. What 
must the consequence be ? The owners will sell it 
for as much as they can g^t. Wood's halfpence 
will come to be offered for six a penny (yet then he 
will be a sufficient gainer) and the necessary receiv- 
ers will be losers of two thirds in their salaries or 
pay. 

This puts me in mind of a passage I was told 
many years ago in England. At a quartern-session 
in Leicester, the justices had wisely decreed to take 
off a halfpenny in a quart from the price of ale. 
One of them, who came in after the thing was de- 
termined, being informed of what had passed, said 
thus : Gentlemen, you have made an order, that 
ale should be sold in our county for three halfpence 
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a quart; 1 desire you will now inake another, M 

appoint who must drink it; for by G I will 

not. 

I must beg le^ve to caution your Idrdships and 
worships in one particular. Wood has graciously 
promi^d to load us at present only with forty 
thousand pounds of his coin, till the exigencies a£ 
the kingdom require the rest. I entreat you will 
never suffer Mr. Wood to be a judge of your exi- 
gencies. While there is one piece of silver or gold 
left in the kingdom, he will call it an exigency^. 
He will double his present quantum by stealth as 
soon as he can; he will pour his own raps and 
counterfeits upon us ; France and Holland will do 
the same ; nor will our own coiners at home be 
behind them: to confirm which, I have now in 
my pocket a rap, or counterfeit halfpenny, in imi- 
tation of his ; but so ill performed, that in my con- 
science I believe it is not of his coining. 

I must now desire your lordships and wonhips, 
that you will give great allowance for this long 
undigested paper. I find myself to have gone into 
several repetitions, which were the effects of haste, 
while new thoughts fell in to add something to 
what I had said before. I think I may affirm, that 
I have fully answered every paragraph in the report ; 
which * although it be not unartfuUy drawn, and 
is perfectly in the spirit of a pleader, who can find 
the most plausible topicks in behalf of his client, 
yet there was no great skill required, to detect the 

* This sentence is altogether ungr<tinatical : * which' here is a 
Qominauve without any verb to which it refers. It ought to have 
been 'in' which, (ahhough it be not, 3cc,) there was no great 
skill required to detect the many mistakes contained. 
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many mistakes contsuned in it ; which^ however, are 
by Ao means to be charged upon the right honour- 
able committee, but upon the most fidse, impu- 
dent, and fraudulent representations of Wood and 
his accomplices. I desire one particular may dwell 
upon your minds, although I have mentioned it 
more than once ; that after ail the weight laid upon 
precedents, there is not one produced in the whole 
report of a patent for coining copper in England 
to pass in Ireland ; and only two patents refeired 
to . (for indeed there were no more) which were 
both passed in Ireland, by references to the king's 
council htfre, both less advantageous to the coiner 
than this of Wood ; and in both, securities given 
to. receive the coin at every call, and give gold and 
silver in lieu of it. This demonstrates the most fla- 
grant falsehood and impudence of Wood, by which 
he would endeavour to make the right honour- 
able committee, bis instruments (for his own ille- 
gal and exorbitant gain) to ruin a kingdom, which 
has deserved quite different treatment. 

I am very sensible, that such a work as J have 
undertaken, might have worthily employed a much 
better pen : but when a house is attempted to be 
robbed, it often happens the weakest in the family, 
runs first to stop the door. All the assistance I 
had, were some informations from an eminent per* 
son ; whereof I am afraid I have spoiled a few, by 
endeavouring to make them of a piece with my 
own productions, and the rest I was not able to 
manage : I was in the case of David, who could not 
move in the armour of Saul ; and therefore I rather 
chose to attack this uncircumcised Philistine (Wood 

I mean) 
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I mean) with a sling and a stone. And I may say 
for Wood*s honour as well as my own, that he 
resembles Goliah in many circumstances, veryap* 
plicable to the present purpose : for, Goliah had a 
hehnet of brass upon his head, and he was armed 
with a coat of mail, and the weight of the coat was 
fire thousand shekeb of brass, and he had greaves 
of brass upon his legs, and a target of brass be- 
tween his shoulders. In short, he was like Mr. 
Wood, all over brass, and he defied the armies of 
the living God. Goliah's conditions of combat 
were likewise the same with those of Wood : if he 
prevail a^nst us, then shall we be his servants. 
But if it happens that I prevail over him, I re- 
nounce the other part of the condition ; he shall 
never be a servant of mine ; for I do not think him 
fit to be trusted in any honest man*s shop. 

I will conclude with my humble desire and re- 
quest, which I made in my second letter, that your 
lordships and worships, would please to order a de- 
daration to be drawn up, expressing in the strongest 
terms your resolutions never to receive or utter any 
of Wood's halfpence, or farthings ; and forbidding 
your tenants to receive them : that the said decla- 
ration may be signed by as many persons as possi- 
ble*, who have estates in this kingdom, and be 
sent down to your several tenants aforesaid. 

And if the dread of Wood's halfpence should 
continue until next quarter-sessions, which I hope 

* A dedantion parsuant to thb request was signed soon after bf 
tliemoit considerable penons of the kingdom, which was luuvtr^ 
MUy tptftdi and of great use. 



It 



Digitized by 



Google 



ISTTEB III. 77 

it will not, the gentlemen of every county will then 
have a fair opportunity of declaring against them 
with unanimity and zeal. 

I am^ wuh the greatest respect, 

(May it please yaur lordships and warships) 

your most dutiful and 

ohedient servant, 
August 2;, 1724. 
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LETTER IV. 



TO THE WHOLE 



PEOPLE OF IRELAND. 



My dear countiymens 

JHaVING already written three letters upon 
so disagreeable a subject as Mr, Woo d and his 
halfpenc e, I conceived my task was at an end ; but 
I find that cordials must be frequently applied to 
weak constitutions, political as well as natural. A 
people long used to hardships, lose by degrees the 
very notions of liberty; they looTc upon themselves 
as creatures of mercy, and that all impositions laid 
on them by a stronger hand, are, in the phrase of 
the rep<Ht, legal and obligatory. Hence proceed 
that poverty and lowness of spirit, to which a king- 
dom may be subject, as well as a particular person. 
And when Esau came f^nting from the field at the 
point to die, it is no wonder that he sold his birth- 
right for a mess of pottage. 

I thought I had sufficiently shown to all who 
could want instruction, by what methods they 
might safely proceed, whenever this coin should be 
offered to them : and I believe there has not been, 

for 
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for many ages, an example of any kingdom so 
firmly united in a point of great importance, as 
this of ours is at present gainst that detestable 
fiuud. But however, it so happens, that some weak 
people begin to be alarmed anew by rumours in^* 
dustriously spread. Wood prescribes to t he news*- 
mongers in London what they are to wnte. In 
one of tneu* papers, publisned here by some obscure 
printer, and certainly with a bad design, we are 
told, th at the papists in Ireland have entered into 
an association against his coin'; althougFirbe no^ 
tonouslylcnown^at tKiey never once offi^red to stir 
in the matter ; so that the two houses of parliament, 
the privy council, the great number of corpcMra- 
tions, the lord mayor and aldermen of Dublin, the 
grand juries, and principal gentlemen of several 
counties, are stigmatised in a lump under the name 
of papists^ 

This impostor and his crew do likewise give 0at> 
that by refusing to receive his dross for sterling, we 
dispute the king's prerogative, are grown ripe for 
rebellion, and ready to shake off the dependency of 
Ireland upon the crown of England. To counte- 
nance ivbich reports, he has published a paragraph 
in another newspaper, to let us know, that the lord- 
lieutenant is ordered to come over immediately to 
settle his halfpence* 

I entreat you, my dear countrymen^ not to "be 
under the least concern upon these, and the like 
rumours, which are no more than ^^hcjast^h^^ 
of a dog dissected alive, as I hope he has sufficient- 
j^bcenir iTiesie cafuninies are the only reserve that 
is left him. For, surely our continued and (almost) 
unexampled loyalty, will never be called in ques* 
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tion for not sufieriog oitiselves to be robbed of all 
that we have, by one obscu re ironmonger. 

As to disputing the king's prerogative) give me 
leave to explain to those who are ignorant, what 
the meaning of that word prerogative, is. 

The kings of these realms enjoy several powers, 
wherein the laws have not interposed ; so they can 
make war (nd peace without the consent of parlia-- 
ment, and this is a very great prerogative ; but, if 
the parliament does not approve of the war, the king 
inust bear the charge of it out of his own purse ; 
and this is as great a. check on the crown. So, the , 
king^has a preroffltive to coin money without con- 
sent of parliament : but he cannot compel the sub« 
ject to take^tTiat money, except it be sterling, gold 

'IBf Sliver; "Because Tierein he is limited by law. 
Some princes have indeed extended their preroga^ . 
tive farther than the law allowed them : wherein, 
however, the lawyers of succeeding ages, as fond 
n$ they are of precedents, have never dared to jus- 
tify them. But, to say the truth, it is only of late 
times that prerogative has been fixed and ascertained. 
For, whoever reads the history of England, will find 
that^some former kings, and those none of the 
worst, have, upon several occasions, ventured to con- 

' trol the laws, with very little ceremony or scruple, 
even later than the days of queen Elizabeth. In 
her reign, that pernicious counsel of sending base 
money hither, very narrowly failed of losing the 
kingdom ; being complsuned of by the lord depu* 
ty, the council, and the whole body of the Eng- 
lish here : so that, soon after her death, it was re- 
called by her successor, and lawful money psdd in 
exchange. 

Having 
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Having thus given you some notion of what is 
tbeant by the king*s prerogative^ as far as a tnules* 
man can be thought capable of explaining it, I 
will only add the opinion of the great lord Bacon ; 
that^ as God governs the world by the settled laws 
of nature^ which he has made, and never trans- 
cends those laws but upon high, important occa- 
sions; so, among earthly princes, those are the 
wisest and the best, who govern by the known laws 
of the country, and seldomest make use of their 
prerogative. 

Now, here you may see, that the vile accusation 
of Wood and his accomplices, charging us witii 
disputing the king*s prerc^tive, by refusing his 
brass, can have no place ; because compelling the 
subject to take any coin, which is not sterling, is 
no part of the king's prerogative; and I am very 
confident, if it were so, we should be the last of 
his people to dispute it ; as well from that inviolable 
loyalty we have always paid to his majesty, as from 
the treatment we might in such a case justly expect 
from some, who seem to think we have neither 
common sense nor common senses. But, God be 
thanked, the best of them are only our fellow 
subjects, and not our masters. One great merit, I ^ 
am sure we have, which those of English birth 
can have no pretence to, that our ancestors reduced 
this kingdom to the obedience of England ; for 
which we have b een re warded with a worse climate, 
the privilege of bei ng go verned by laws to which 
we do not consent, a ruined trad^, a house of 
peers without jurisdiction, almost an incapacity for 
all empIby^menfsT" sTrid the "dread of W6o(l*s half- 



pence. 
"^YoL. IX. G But 
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But we arc so fer fix)tn disputing the king*s pre- 
rogative in coining, that we own he has power to 
give a patent to any man for setting his royal imj^e 
ind superscription upon whatever materials he 
pleases ; and liberty to the patentee to offer them 
in any country from England to Japan, only attend^ 
cd with one small limitation, that nobody alive is 
obliged to take them. 

Upon these considerations, I was ever against all 
recourse to England for a remedy against the pre- 
sent impending evil; especially when I observed, 
that the addresses of both houses, after long expec- 
tance pro duced nothin g but a report altogether in 
favour of Wood ; upon which I made some obser- 
vations in a former letter, and might at least have 
made as many more ; for it is a paper of as singular 
a nature as I ever beheld. 

But I mistake ; for, before this report was made, 
his majesty's most gracious answer to the house of 
lords was sent over and printed ; wherein are these 
words, granting the patent for coining halfpence 
and farthings^ agreeable to the practice of 
HIS ROYAL predecessors, etc. That king Charles 
II, and king James II, (and they only) did 
grant patents for this purpose, is indisputable, and 
I have shown it at large. Their patents were 
passed under the great seal of Ireland* by refisr- 
ences to Ireland, the copper to be coined in Ire-- 
land ; the patentee was bound, on demand, to re- 
ceive his coin back in Ireland ; and pay silver and 
gold in return. Wood's patent was made under the 
great seal of England, the brass coined in Eng- 
land, not the least reference made to Ireland; 
the sum immense, and the ■- patentee under no 
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obligation to receive it again, and give good mo- 
ney for it. This I only mention^ because, in my 
private thoughts, I have sometimes made a query^ 
whether the penner of those words in his majesty's 
most gracious answer, agrebablb to thb prac- 
tice OP HIS ROYAL PREDECESSORS, had maturely 
considered the several circumstances, which, in my 
poor opinion, seem to make a difference. 

Let me now say something concerning the other 
great cause of some people's fear, as Wood has 
taught the London newswriter to express it, that 
his excellency the lord lieutenant is coming over to 
settle Wood's halfpence. 

We know very well, that the lords lieutenants 
for several years past, have not thought this king- 
dom worthy the honour of their residence, longer 
than was absolutely necessary for the king's business ; 
which, consequently, wanted no speed in the dis- • 
patch. And therefore it naturally fell into most 
men's thoughts, that a new governor, coming at 
an unusual time, must portend some unusual busi- 
ness to be done ; especially if the common report 
be true, that the parliament, prorogued to I know 
not when, is by a new summons, revoking that pro- 
rogation, to assemble soon after his arrival; for 
which extraordinary proceeding, the lawyers on the 
other side the water, have, by great good fortune, 
found two precedents. 

All this being granted, it can never enter into my 
head, that so little a creature as Wood, conld find 
credit enoc^ with the king and his ministers, to 
have the lord lieutenant of Ireland sent hither in a 
hurry upon his errand. 

o 2 For, 
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For^ let us take the whole matter nakedly, as it 
lies before us, without the refinements of some peo- 
pie, with which we have nothing to do. Here is 
a patent granted under the great seal of England, 
upon false suggestions, to one William Wood, foe 
coining copper halfpence for Ireland : the parlia- 
ment here, upon apprehensions of the worst conse- 
quences from the said patent, address the king to 
have it recalled: this is reftised, and a committee 
of the privy council report to his majesty, that 
Wood has performed the conditions of his patent. 
He then is left to do the best he can with his half- 
pence, no man being obliged to receive them ; the 
people here, being likewise left to themselves, unite 
as one man, resolving they will have nothing to do 
with his ware. By this plain account of the fact, 
it is manifest, that the king and his ministry are 
wholly out of the case, and the matter is left to 
be disputed between him and us. Will any man 
therefore attempt to persuade me, that a lord lieu- 
tenant is to be dispatched over in great haste before 
the ordinary time, and a parliament summoned by 
anticipating a prorogation, merely to put a hundred 
thousand pounds into the pocket of a sharper, by 
the ruin of a most loyal kingdom i 

fiut supposing all this to be true : by what argu- 
ments could a lord lieutenant prevail on the same 
parliament, which addressed with so much zeal 
and earnestness against this evil, to pass it into a 
law ? I am sure their opinion of Wood and his 
project are not mended since their last prorogation : 
and, supposing those methods should be used, which 
detractors tell us have been sometimes put in prac- 
tice for gaining votes^ it is well known, that in this 

kingdom 
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kingdom there are few employments to be given ; 
and if there were more, it is as well known to whose 
share they must fall. 

But, because great numbers of you are altogether 
ignorant of the affairs of your country, I will tell 
you some reasons why there are so few employ- 
ments to be disposed of in this kingdom. All 
considerable offices for life here are possessed by 
those, to whom the reversions were granted; and 
these have been generally followers of the chief 
governors, oi^ persons who had interest in the 
court of Eng^aiid : so the lord Berkdy of Strata 
ton holds that great office of master of the rolls ; 
the lord Palmerstown is first remembrancer, worth 
near 20CX)h per annum. One Dodington, aecre-- 
tary to the earl of Pembroke, begged the reversion 
of clerk of the pells, worth 25001. a year, which 
he now enjoys by the death of the lord Newtown, 
Mr. Southwell is secretary of state, and the eail 
of Burlington lord high treasurer of Ireland by 
inhehtance. These are only a few among many 
others, which I have been told of, but cannot re- 
member. Nay, tie reversion of several employ- 
ments luting pleasure, is granted the same way. 
This, among many others, is a ciromtstance, 
whereby the kingdom of Ireland is distif^uished 
from all other aations upon earth, and makes it 
so difficult an affiur to get into a civil employ, 
that Mr. Addison was forced to purchase an old 
obscure place, called keeper of the records in Ber« 
mingham's tower, of ten pounds a year, and to get 
a salary of 40(A. annexed to it, though all the re« 
cords there are not worth half a crown either for 
curiosity or use. And we lately saw a favourite 
G 3 secretary 
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secreCary* descend to bfe master of the revels, which 
by his credit and extortion he has made pretty 
considerable. I say nothing of the under treasurer- 
^ip, worth about 9000I. a year, nor of the com- 
missioners of die revenue, four of whom generally 
live in England ; for I think none of these are 
granted in reversion. But the jest is, that I have 
known, upon occasion, some of these absent offi- 
cers as keen against the interest of Ireland, as if 
they had never been indebted to her for a single 
groat. 

I confess I have been sometimes tempted to wi^, 
that this pcc^ect of Wood might succeed ; because 
I reflected with some pleasure, what a jolly crew 
it would bring over among us of lords and 'squires, 
astd pensioners of both siexes, and officers civil and 
imlitary, whese we should live together as merry 
and aodable a s bqtganj jpnly with this one abate- 
ment, that we should neither have mtat to feed, 
nor mahiS icturS to cTotKe us, unless we could be 
OQOtent to prance about In coats of mail, or eat 
brass as ostriches d o iron. 

1 return IroinlTi digression to that which gave 
me the occasion of making it : and I believe you 
9xe now convinced, that if the parliament of Ire* 
land were as temptable as any other assembly with- 
in a nule of Christendom (which God forbid) yet 
the managers must of oeoessity fiiil, far waiit of 
tools to work with. Bat I will yet go one step 
fen&er, by supposing that a hundied new employ- 
ments weK erected, on purpose to gratify com- 
pbea; yet still an insuperable difficulty would re- 

^ Mr. Hopkinij secfetary to die duke .of Gcaftop. 
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main. For it happens^ I kno^ not how^ that mo- 
ney is neither whig nor tory^ neither of town nor 
country party ; and it is not improbable, that a 
gentleman would rather choose to live upon his 
ow n estate, which brings him gold and silver, than 
with the addition of an employment, when his rents 
and salary must both be paid in Wood's brass, at 
above eighty per cent discount. 

For these, and many other reasons, I am confix 
dent you need not be under the least apprehcnsioas 
from the sudden expectation of the lord lieutenant*^ 
while we continue in our present hearty disposition, 
to alter which, no suitable temptation can possibly 
be offered. And if, as I have oft en asserted fnxQ 
the best authority^ the law lias not^Teft a* power in 
tm c rown to force 
tbe subject ; mucl 



[ia^iirtii>*swy>ty"**w 
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a power upon anotq er. 
^ Tjiis I speak with th^ udDOst respect to the per* 
son and dignity of his exeellency the lord Car- 
teret, whose character was lately given me by a 
gentleman that has known him from his first api- 
pearance in the world: that gentleman describes 
him as a young man of great accompUsbmoitSt 
excellent learning, regular in his life, and of much 
spirit and vivacity. He has since, as I have heard, 
been employed abroad ; was principal secretary of - 
state; and is now about the thirty-seventh year 
of his age appointed lord lieutenant of Ireland* 
From such a governor, this kingdom may reason- 
ably hope for as much prosperity, as, undor so many 
discouragcmenu, it can be capable o£ reoeiviog* 
* Lor4 Ctrtcret, tfterwaid twA Gruirille. 
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It is true indeed, that within the nniemory of man^ 
there have been governors of so much dexterity, as 
to carry points of terrible consequence to this king- 
dom, by their power with those who arc in office ; 
and by their arts in managing or deluding others 
with oaths, affability, and even with dinners. If 
Wood's brass had, in those times, been upon the 
anvil, it is obvious enough to conceive what methods 
would have been taken. Depending persons would 
have been told in plain terms, that it was a service 
expected from them, under the pain of the publick 
business being put into more complying hands. 
Others would be allured by promifes. To the country 
gentlemen, beside good words, burgundy, and closet- 
ting, it ipight perhaps have been hinted, how kindly it 
would be taken to comply with a royal patent, al- 
though it were not compulsory : that if any incon* 
veniencies ensued, it might be made up with other 
graces or favours hereafter: that gentlemen ought 
to consider, whether it were prudent or safe to dis- 
gust England : they would be desired to think of 
aome good bills for encouraging of trade, and set^ 
tbgthe poor to work; some farther acts against 
.popery, and for uniting protestants. There would 
be solemn engagements, that we should never be 
troubled with above forty thousand pounds in his 
coin, and all of the best and weightiest sort, for 
which we fhould only give our manufactures in ex- 
.thange, and keep our gold and silver at home. 
Perhaps a seasonable report of some invasion would 
have been spread in the most proper juncture ; 
which is a great smoother of rubs in publick proceed- 
ings : and we should have been told, that this was 

ne 
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jio tiooc to create difitreaces^ when the kingdom was 

in danger. 

Tbesc> I say, and the like methods^ would^ i n 
i corrupt times^ have been taken^ to let in this del uge 
)of brass among us . And I am confident^ even tJi^n» 

would notliave succeeded; much les s. uhder the ad- 

ministration of so excellent sTpcrsorTa^ 

i:_aji.i j_4 ijj 1 — i ntr i nTii. ii r iii iT i r i -—n-i- 1 1 f f-tr*^ , ^ .->. t.^. ■> •■ >. -r«^^.,>, , ^ ■ 

TBBBT ; and m a country where the people of all 
fanks, parties, and denominations, are convince to 
a man, that ihc utter undoing of themselves and 
their posterity for ever, will be dated from the ad^ 
mission of that execrable coin : that if it once enters^ 
k can be no more confined to a small or moderate 
<piaiitity, than a plague can be confined to a few 
families^ and that no equivalent can be gimen by 
any earthly power, any more than a dead carcase can 
be recovered to hfe by a cordial. 

There is one comfortable circumstance in this uni* 
inersal opposition to Mr. Wood, that the people seilt 
ever hidier from England^ to fill up our vacancies, 
ecclesiastical, civil, . and military, are all on our side. 
Monev% the great divider o f the w orld, has, by. a 
strange Involution, been th e great uniter of a most 
^vkled people. ^V^ho would leave a tiundied"poun& 
a year in Ji^ngkand (a country of freedom) to be paid 
. a thousand in Ireland out of Wood's exchequer? 
The gentieman they have lately made primate^ 
would never quit his seat in an English house of 
lords, and his preferments at Oxford and Bristol, 
woitfa twelve hundred pounds a year, for four times 
^he denomination here, but not half the value; 
dierefore I expect to hear he will be as good an Irish- 

* Doctor Hogh Boulter. 
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tmm, at least upon this one article, as any of bb 
brethren, or even of us, who have had the misfior* 
Cone to be bom in this island. For, those, who in 
the common phrase do not come hither to learo the 
language, would never change a better country jfbr 
a worse, to receive brass instead of gokl. 

Another slander spread by Wood and his emis«* 
saries, is, that by opposing him^ we discover an in- 
clination to shake off our dependence npon the 
crown of England. JPray obxrvc how importa nt a 
person is this same William Wood ; and how t he 
publick weal of two kingdoms is involved in his 
irivate interest, J^'irst, ail ttiosc who tctusc to take 
is coin are papists ; for he tells us, that none but 
papists are associated against hinu Secondly^ diey 
dispute the king's prerogative* ThinUy, they an 
ripe for rebellion. And, fourthly, diey aregoii^ 
to shake off their dependence upon tbe crown of 
England ; that is to say, they are going to chooK 
Another king ; for there can be no other meaning in 
due expression, however some may pretend to strain 
it. 

And this gives me an opportunity of ci^daioing, 
to those who are ignorant, another point, which has 
oftf n swelled in my breast. Those who come over 
liithifir to us from England, and some weak people 
among ourselves, vHienever in discourse we makb 
mention of liberty and property, shake their heads, 
and tell us, that Ireland is a depending kingdom ; as 
if they would seem by this phrase to intend, that the 
people of Ireland are in some state of slavery or de- 
pendence different from those of England : whereas 
a depending kingdom is a modem term of art, un- 
known 
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kjBown as I have heard to all ancient civilians, and 
wiitiers upon government; and Ireland is, on the 
contrary, called in some statutes an imperial crown, 
as held ooij from God ; which is as high a style as 
any kingdom is capable of receiving. Tbcreibre^ 
by this e&presttoo, a depending kingdom, there is 
DO more to be understood, than that by a statute 
made here in the thirty-*thind year of Henry VIII, tho 
king, and his successors, are to be kiogs imperial of 
this realm, as united and knit to fcbe ia(^erial crown 
c^ England. I have looked oyer all the Engl ish and 
Irish statitfey^ without finding any law .th at make a 
Ireland depend upon !l^^fand7 any nK>re.tJiian;£t]i;v 
land does unon Ireland. We 



l iff ^P Ireland. We have mdeed ObUged 

oMTselves to have the same king with them 1 and 
Consequently they are obliged to bavetj^e aamoking 
wilb us« For the law was noade by our own pailia^ 
ment; and our ancestors then were not such fools 
(whatever they were in the preceding reign) to bring 
themselves under I know not what dependence, which 
is now talked of, without any ground of law, reason, 
or common sense. 

Let whoeret think otherwise, I, M. B. d rapier, 
desire to be excepted : for I declare, next under 
God, I depend only on the king my sovereign, and 
fm the laws of my own country. And I am so fior 
{foax depending upon the people of England, that if 
they should ever rebel against my sovereign . (which 
God forbid) I would be ready, at the first command 
bom his majesty, to take arms against them, as 
some of my countrymen did against theirs at Prestom 
And if such a rebellion should prove so successful 
as to fk the pretender on the throne of England^ I 

would 
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wonld venture to transgress that statute so hx, as to 
lose every drop of my blood to hinder him from 
being4cing of Ireland*. 

It is tme indeed, that within the memory of 
man, the parliaments of England have sometimes 
assumed the power of binding this kingdom by 
laws enacted there; wherein they were at first 
openly opposed (as far as truth, reason, and justice 
are capable of oppomig) by the famous Mr, Mo- 
lineux, an English gentleman bom here, as well as 
by several of the greatest patriots and best whigs 
in England ; but the love and torrent of power pre- 
vailed. Indeed the arguments on both sides were 
invincible, ^or, in reason, all government widi^ 
out the consent of the governed is the very defini- 
tion of slavery : but in fact, deven men well armed 
wUl certaiiily subdue one single man in his shirt. 
But I have d<Hie : for those who have used power 
to cramp libertyTTia ve^gone so Tar as to rcfjent even 
the liberty o^ complaini ng ri^^ a man upon 

the rack was never known to be refused the liberty 
of roariiig as loud as he thought fit. 

And as we are apt to sink too much under unrea- 
sonable fears, so we are too socm inclined to be 
raised by groundless hopes, according to the nature 
of all consumptive bodies like ours. Thus it has 
been given about for several days past, that some- 
body in England empowered a second somebody, 
to write to a third somebody here, to assure us that 
we should no more be troubled with these half- 
pence. And this is reported to have been done by 

* Thu paragraph gave great oSenoe* Sec Letter V* 
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the same person *^ who is said to hav e swof n some 
months 2^ 0, that he would ram ttiem down our 
throats, though I doubt they woiidiTsfiSt in our sto- 
machs: but whichever of these reports be true or 
false, it is no concern of ours. For, in this point, 
we have nothing to do with Enensh niunisiiers : ' ' aiid 

^ . llli.ll■■il n ll■l w l ■■ ! » ' r m mm t ^ « ..«.•*. ^ mmvum ».'<w«**«N-«it^. 

should be sorry to leave it in their power to redress 

this grievance, or to enforce it ; for the report of 

the committee has g^ven me a surfeit. The remedy 

is wholly in your own hands jl an d ^t^^ 

digressed a littler in order to refresh and continue 

that spint so seasonably raised amongvgui aftd to 

let you see, that by the laws of God. of natube, 

ifi^TioNs^jai^^ 

En^and. 

If the pamphlets published at London by Wood 
and his journeymen, in defence of his cause, were 
reprinted here, and our countrymen could be per- 
suaded CO read them, they would convince you of 
his wicked design, more than all I shall ever be 
able to say. In short, I make him a perfect saint^ 
in comparison of what he appears to be, from the 
writings of those whom he hires to justify his pro- 
ject. But he is so far master of the field (let others 
guess the reason) that no London printer dare pub- 
lish any paper written in favour of Ireland : and 
here nobody has yet been so bold as to publish any 
thing in fiivour of him. 

There was, a few days ago, a pamphlet sent me 
of near fifty pages, written in favour of Mr. Wood 
and his coinage, printed in London : it is not wonh 

* Mr* Walpole, afterward earl of Orford. 

answering, 
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answering, because probablj it will never be pub- 
lished here. But it gave me occasion to reflect upon 
an unhappiness we lie under, that the people of 
England are utterly ignorant of our case ; which 
however is no wonder, since it is a point they do 
not in the least concern themselves about, farther 
than perhaps as a subject of discourse in a eofie^ 
house, when they have nothing else to talk of* For 
I hare reason to believe, that no minister ever gave 
himself the trouble of reading any papers written 
in our defence, because I suppose their opinions 
are already determined, and are formed wholly upcm 
the reports of Wood and his accomplices ; dse it 
would be impossible that any man could have the 
impudetKre to write such a pamphlet as I have men^ 
tioncd. 

Our neighbours, whose understandings are just 
upon a level with ours, (which perhaps are none 
of the brightest) have a strong contempt for most 
nations, but especially for Ireland* They l ook 
upon us as a sort of savage Irish, whonvour ances^ 
^tors conquered several hun dred years ago. And 
if I should describe the Britons to you as they were 
in Caesafs rime, when they painted their bodies, or 
clothed themselves with the (kins of beasts, I 
should act full as reasonably as they do» However, 
they are so far to be excused in relation to the pre- 
sent subject, that hearing only one side of the cause, 
and having neither opportunity nor curiosity to ex- 
amine the other, they believe a lie merely for their 
ease ; and conclude, because Mr. Wood pretends to 
power, he has also reason on his side. 

Therefore, to let you see how this case is repre- 
sented in England by Wood and his adherents, I 

have 
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have thought it proper to extract out of that pam- 
phlet, a few of those notorious falsehoods, in point 
of fact and reasoning, contained therein ; the know- 
ledge whereof will confirm my countrymen in their 
own right sentiments, when they will see, by com- 
paring both^ how much their enemies are in the 
wrong. 

First, the writer positively asserts, that Wood^ 
h alfpence were current among us for several mon ths, 
with the universal approbation'^of all people, without 
one smgie gamsayer ; and we all to a man, thought 
ourselves happy in having them. 

Secondly, he affirms, that we were drawn into 

di slike of them only by some cunni ng, evil design^ 

ing men among us, wiio opposed this patent of 

J ' I " ji" | - ■*■*■■■■■ " — 

Wo od to get anotherj orthemselves. 

ihinJlyT t^at those^ who most declared at fkst 
against Wood^s patent^ w ere th e very m en who in- 
tend to get another for their own advanta^^ ^^^ 

Fourthly, that our parliament and privy council, 
the lord mayor and aldermen of Dublin, the grand 
juries and merchants, and in short the whole king- 
dom, nay, the very dogs (as he exp resses it) were 
fond of those halfpence, till they were inflamed by 
tliose few designing persons aforesaid, 

^Fifthly, fie^says directly, that all those who op- 
posed tlie halfpence, w er e papists, a nd enemies to 
king George. 

Thus faiFTam confident, the most ignorant among 
you, can safely swear, from your own knowledge, 
that the author is a most notorious liar in every 
article; the direct contrary being so manifest to 
the whole kingdom, that, if occasion required, we 

• might 
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migbt get it confinned under five hundred thoo- 
sand hands. 

Sixthly, he would persuade us, that if we seB 
five shillings worth of our goods or manufacture* 
for two shillings and four pence worth of cc^per,. 
although the copper were melted down, and that 
we could get five shillings in gold and silver for the 
said goods ; yet to take the said two shillings and 
four pence in copper^ would be greatly for our ad- 
vantage. 

And, lastly, he makes us a very fair offer, as 
empowered by Wood, that if we will take off two 
hundred thousand pounds in his halfpence for our 
goods, and likewise pay him three per cent inte- 
rest (or thirty years for a hundred and twenty thou- 
sand pounds (at which he com{]Vites the coinage, 
above theintrinack value of the copper) for the loan 
of his coin, he will after that time give us good 
money for what halfpence will be then lefk. 

Let me place this offer in as clear a hght as I can, 
to show the insupportable villany and impudence of 
that incorrigible wretch. First (says he) I will send 
two hundred thousand pounds of my coin into your 
country : the copper I compute to be, in real value, 
eighty thousand pounds, and I charge you with a 
hundred and twenty thousand pounds for the coin- 
age; so that you see, I lend you a bundled and 
twenty thousand pounds for thirty years ; for which 
you shall pay me three per cent, that is to say, three 
thousand six hundred pounds per annum, which in 
thirty years will amount to a hundred and eight 
thousand pounds. And when these thirty years are 
expired, return me my copper, and I will give you 
good money for it. 

This 
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This is the proposal made to us by Wood in that 
pamphlet, written by one of his commissioners : 
and the author is supposed to be the same infamous 
Cdeby, on e of his under swearers at the committee 
ot CQuncin wlbtowSTTn^^ robbing the treasury 
Eerepw^re^^e^^^^ 

By Bus proposaI7n^ wUl first, receive two hun* 
dred thousand pounds in goods or sterling, for as 
much copper as he values at eighty thousand pounds, 
but in reality not worth thirty thousand pounds. 
Secondly, he will receive for interest a hundred 
and eight thousand pound^i : and when our children 
come thirty years hence to return his halfpence 
upon his executors (for before that time he will be 
probably gone to his own place) those executors 
will very reasonably reject them as raps and counter- 
feits, which they will be, and millions of them of 
his own coinage. 

Methinfcs I am fond of such a dealer as this, who 
mends every day upon our hands like a Dutch reck* 
oning ; wherein if you dispute the unreasonableness 
and exorbitance of the bill, the landlord shall bring 
it up every time with new additions. 

Although these, and the hke pamphlets, pub- 
lished by Wood in London are altogether unknown 
here, where nobody could read them without as 
much indignation, as contempt would allow; yet 
I thought it proper to give you a specimen how the 
man employs his time, where he^ rides alone with- 
out any creature to contradict him ; while our 
FEW FRIENDS there wonder at our silence : and the 
English in general, if they think of this matter at 
all, impute our refusal to wilfulness or disaffection. 

Vol. IX. H just 
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just as Wood and his hirelings are pleased to repre- 
sent. 

But although our arguments are not suffered to 
be printed in England, yet the consequence will be 
of little moment. Let Wood endeavour to per- 
suade the people there, that we ought to receive 
his coin; and let me convince our people here, 
that they ought to reject it, under pain of our utter 
undoing; and then let him do his best and his 
worst. 

Before I conclude, I must beg leave, in all hn- 
mility, to tell Mr> Woo d that he is guil ty of g reat 
indiscretion, by causing son^nouraHe' a name as 
tnat of Mr. Walpole, to be mentioned so often, 
and in such a manner, upon this occasion. A short 
paper printed at Bristol, and reprinted here, reports 
Mr. Wood to say, that he wonders at the impu- 
dence and insolence of the Irish in refusing his coin, 
and what he will do when Mr. Walpole comes to 
town. Where, by the way, he is mistaken; fw 
it is the true English people of Ireland who re- 
fuse it, although we take it for granted, that the 
Irish will do so too whenever they are asked, in 
another printed paper of his contriving, it is roundly 
expressed, that Mr. Walpole will cram his bras^ 
down our throats. Sometimes it is given out, that 
we must either take those halfpence, or eat our 
brogues: and in another newsletter, but of yes- 
terday, we read, that the same great man has sworn 
to make us swallow his coin in fireballs. 

Thb brings to my mind the known story of a 
Scotchman, who receiving the sentence of death 
with all the circumstances of hanging, beheading, 
quartering, embowcUing, and the like, cried out. 

What 
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What need all this Cookebt ? And I think w<5 
have reason^ to ask the same question ; for^ if we 
believe Wood^ here is a dinner getting ready for us ; 
and you see the bill of fare ; and I am sorry the drink 
was forgot^ which might easily be supplied with 
melted lead and flaming pitch. 

What vile words arc these to put into the mouth 
of a great counsellor, m high trust with his majesty, 
ana looked upon as a pnme minister r If Mr. 
WooQ fiaS nooetter a manner of representing hw 
patrons, when I come to be a great ms^, he shall 
never be suffered to attend at my levee, This is no t 
the style of a great minister ; it savours toomucf of 
the kettle and the furnace, and came entirely out of 
Wood s forge. 

X^ iOT'tfie threat of making us eat our brogues, W9 
need not be in pain ; for, if his coin should pass, that 
unpolite covering for the feet would no longer be a 
national reproach ; because then we should have 
neither shoe nor brogue lefl in the kingdom. But 
here the falsehood of Mr. Wood is fairlv detected : 
for I am confiden t Ivir.Walpole never heard of a ' 
brogue in his whole lifeT 

As to swallowing^ these halfpence in fireballs, it 
is a story equally improbable. For, to execute this 
operation, the whole stock of Mr. Wood's coin and 
metal must be melted down, and moulded into hol- 
low balls with wildfire, no bigger than a reasonable 
throat may be able to swallow. Now, the metal he 
has prepared, and already coined, will amount to at 
least fifty millions of halfpence to be swallowed 
i by a million and a half of people i so that, aUo^ving 
two halfpence to each ball, there will be about seven- 
teen balls of wildfire apiece to be swallowed by every 

H 2 person 
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I})erson in tlie'kiftgddm ; and to admbbter this Ao$9, 
thcrt cannot be conveniently fiewer than fifty, thon ^ 
$and operators, allowing one opera toj to everv thirty t 
which^ considcn ng th e sqaeamtsliDess of some sto^ 
machs^lunS tTic^ pc«n5KnSs''W^y8iftg children, ia 
but rea sonable. Now, under corrtction oF octtcr 
judgments ^ I think the trouble and charge of such 
an experiment, wooid ^cciDed t"iie"' profit ; laSlffierB* 

fflrrrtaRTifraTcp^^ 

only a new scheme of Mr. Wood himself; which^ 
to tnakt it pass the better in Ireland, he would £Kthcr 
upon a minister of state. 

But i will now demonstrate^eyond all contra«' 
diction, that Mr. W^pole is against this pmject 
oTMr. Wood/ and is an entire rnena to Ireland, 
only by tills one mvmable argument; that he has 

the umversai opinion ai being a wise man J an able 

nnnirtei7'lScrri^^ the 

truce linoereSf trf' IheTiSg 'hir^m'asteT:* and that as 
iiiis integrity is above all corruption, so n his for*- 
t&ne above all temptation. I reckon, therefore, we 
are perfectly safo from that corner, and shall never 
be under the necessity of contending with so fbr«- 
midabte a power, but be left to possess our brogues 
and potatoes in peace, as remote firtmi thunder as 
wt art from Jupiter*. 

lam, 91^ dear comttrymenf 

your loving fellow subject, 

fellciv sufferer, and 
humble servant, 
-btfTOBtti J3, 1724. M. B. 

-^ yrocul d Jsorci piooil a fulmiftc. 

Upott 
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Upon the arrival of lord Carteret, soon after the publication of this 
letter, a proclamatioD was published by bia excellepqr and coun- 
cil, offering a reward of three hundred pounds for discovering 
the authorr"' Mrtfing the printer' was imprisoned/ ana a phi ot 
jr^ctlnentwas ordered tb ^x prepar&J against tuin : which gave 
occasion to the following paper* ; ' -^ • . . . 
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SEASONABLE 

ADVICE 

•V. . / TO 

THE GRAND JURY. 

C0NCEBKIN6 

THE Bitt FBEPARING AGAINST THE PRINTER OF THE 
DRAPIER*S FOURTH LETTEBf 



oINCE a bill is preparing for the grand jury to find 
against the printer of the drapier*s last letter, there 
are several things maturely to be considered by those 
gentlemen before they determine upon it. 

First, they are to consider, that the author of the 
said pamphlet did write three other discourses on the- 
•ame subject, which, instead of being censured, were 
universally approved by the whole nation, and were 
allowed to have raised and continued that spirit 
among us, which has hitherto kept out Wood's coin; 
for all men will grant, that if those pamphlets had 
not been written, his coin must have overrun the 
nation some months ago. 

Secondly, it is to be considered, that this pam- 
phlet, against which a proclamation has been issued^ 
is written by the same author : that nobody ever 

doubted 
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doubted the innocence and goodness of his design ; 
that he appears, through the whole tenour of it, to 
be a loyal subject to his majesty, and devoted to the 
house of Hanover, and declares himself in a manner 
peculiarly zealous against the pretender. And if such 
a writer, in four several treatises on so nice a subject, 
where a royal patent is concerned, and where it was 
necessary to speak of England and of liberty, should 
in one or two places happen to let fall an inad* 
vertent expression, it would be hard to condemn him 
after all the good he has done, especially when we 
consider, that he could have no possible design in 
view either of honour or profit^ but purely the goob 

of his COUNTKY. 

Thirdly, it ought to be well considered, whether 
any one expression in the said pamphlet be really 
liable to a just exception, much less to be found 
wicked, fnalicious, seditious, reflecting upon his ma« 
jesty and his mmistry, etc. 

The two points in that pamphlet^ which it is 
said the prosecutors intend chiefly to fix on, are, 
first, where the author mentions the penner of the 
king's answer. First, it is well known his majesty 
is not master of the English tongue ; and therefore 
it is necessary that some other person should be em- 
ployed to pen what he has to say, or write in that 
language. Secondly, his majesty's answer is not io 
the first person, but in the third. It is not said^ W£ 

AR£ CONCERNED, Or OUE ROYAL PREDECESSORS ; 

but HIS MAJESTY is concemecl, and his royal rs& 
DECEssoRs. By which it is plain, these are properly 
not the words of his majesty ; but supposed to be 
taken from him, and transmitted hither by one of 
his ministers. Thirdly, it will be easily seen^ that 

H 4 the 
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the author of the pamphlet delivers his sentiments 
upon this particular with the utmost caution and re- 
spect, as any impartial reader will observe. 

The second paragraph, which it is saM will be 
taken notice of as a motive to find the bill, is what 
the author says of Ireland's being a dependent king- 
dom : he explains all the dependence he knows of, 
which is a law made in Ireland, whereby it is enacted, 
that whoever is king of England shall be king of 
Ireland. Before this explanation be condemned, 
and the bill found upon it, it would be proper that 
Some lawyers should fully inform the jury what 
other law there is, either statute or common, for this 
dependency ; and if there be no law, there is no 
transgression. 

The fourth thing very maturely to be considered 
by the jury, is, what injftuence their finding the bill 
may have upon the kingdom : the people in ge- 
neral find no fault in the drapier's last book, any 
inore than in the three former ; and therefore, whcR 
they hear it is condemned by a grand jury of t>ublin, 
they will conclude it is done in favour of Wood's 
coin ; they will think we of this town have changed 
our minds, and intend to take those halfpence, and 
therefore that it will be in vain for them to stand 
but : so that the question comes t6 this, Which 
will be of the worst consequence ? to let pass one 
or two expressions, at the worst only unwary, in a 
book written for the piiblick service ; or to leave a 
free open passage for Wood's brass to overrun us, 
by which we shall be undone for ever. 

The fifth thing to be considered is, that the mem- 
bers of the grand jury, being merchants and principal 
shopkeepersj can have no suitable temptation offered 

them^ 
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them, as a recompense for the mischief they will do* 
and suffer by letting in this coin ; nor cah be at any 
loss or danger by rejecting the bill. They do &ot 
Expect any employments in the state, to make up 
in their own private advantages the destruction ot 
their country ; whereas those, who go about to ad- 
vise, entice, or threaten them to find that bill, have 
great employments which they have a mind to keep, 
or to get greater ; as it was likewise the case of all 
those who signed the proclamation to haVe the au- 
thoV prosecuted. And therefore it is kliown, that 
his grace the lord archbishop of I^ublin, so renowned 
for his piety, and wisdom, and love of his country, 
absolutely refused to condemn the book or the 
author. 

Lastly, it ought to be considered what consequence 
the finding of the bill may have upon a poor man, 
perfectly innocent ; I mean the printer. A lawyer 
may pick out expressions, and make them liable to 
exception, where no other man is able to find any. 
But how can it be supposed that ah ignorant printer 
tan be such a critick ? He knew the author^s design 
Vras honest, and approved by the whole kingdom : 
he advised with friends, who told him there was no 
harm in the book, and he could see none himself : 
it was sent him in an unknown hand ; but the same 
in which he received the three former. He and his 
wife have ofifered to take their oaths that they knew 
not the author. And therefore, to find a bill that 
may bring punishment upon the innocent, will ap« 
pear very hard, to say no worse. For it will be im*^ 
possible to find the author, unless he will please to 
discover himself; although I wonder he ever con- 
cealed his name : but I suppose what he did at first 

out 
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out of modesty, he continues to do out of prudence^ 
God protect us and him. 

t will conclude all with a fable ascribed to De- 
mosthenes : he had senxd the people of Athens with 
great fidelity in the station of an orator ; when, upod 
a certain occasion, apprehending to be delivered over 
to his enemies, he told the Athenians, his country- 
men, the following story : Once upon a time the 
wolves desired a league with the sheep, upon this 
condition ; that the cause of strife might be taken 
away, which was the shepherds and mastiffs : this 
being granted, the wolves without all fear made 
havock of the sheep. 

November II, 1724. 

Copiet of this paper were distribnted to every person of the gnn^ 
jury the evening before the bill was to be exhibited, who, pro. 
bably for the reasons contained in it, refused to find the bill, upon 
which the lord chief justice Whitshed, who had presided at a 
former prosecution of the dean's printer, discharged them in a 
rage. The following extract was soon after published to show 

' the illegality of this proceedings and the next grand jury that 
was impannelled made the subsequent presentment against all the 
abettors of Wood's project. See letter to lord Molesworth, p. 
Ill of this volume. 



M 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 107 ) 



An extract from a hook^ entitled^ An exact Collection 
of the Debate of the House of Commons, held at 
Westminster, Oct. 21, iQoo, page 150. 

RSSOLUTIONS OF THE BOUSE OF COMMONS IV ENG« 
LAND, NOV. 13, l680. 



•SEVERAL persons being examined about the dis- 
missing a grand jury in Middlesex, the house came 
to the following resolutions : 

Resolved, that the discharging of a grand jury by 
any judge, before the end of the term, assises, or 
«essions, while matters are under their consideration, 
and not presented, is arbitrary, illegal, destructive to 
publick justice, a manifest violation of his oath, and 
p a means to subvert the fundamental laws of this 
Idngdom. 

Resolved, that a committee be appointed to exa- 
mine the proceedings of the judges in Westminster- 
hall ; and report the same, with their opinion herein, 
tp this house. 
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THE PRESENTMENT 

OP TtfE GfiAND JURV 69 THE CO0NTT Of THE 
CITY Of DUBLIN. 



W HEREAS several great quantities of base itietti 
coined, commonly cdled Wood's halfpence^ have 
been brought into the port of Dublin, and lodged in 
several houses of this city, with an intention to make 
them pass clandestinely among his majesty's subjects 
of this kingdom ; notwithstanding the addresses of 
both houses of parliament, and the privy council, 
and the declarations of most of the corporations of 
this city against the said coin : And whereas his ma- 
jesty has been graciously pleased to leave his loyal 
subjects of this kingdom at liberty to take or refuse 
the said halfpence ; 

We the grand jury of the county of the city of 
Publin, this Michaelmas term, 1724, having entirely 
at heart his majesty's interest, and the welfare of our 
country, and being thoroughly sensible of the great 
discouragements which trade hath suffered by the 
apprehensions of the said coin, whereof we have 
already felt the dismal effects ; and that the currency 
thereof will inevitably tend to the great diminution of 
his majesty's revenue, and the ruin of us and our pos- 
terity, do present all such persons as have attempted, 
or shall endeavour by fraud, or otherwise, to impose 
the said halfpence upon us, contrary to his majesty^s 
most gracious intentions, as enemies to his majesty's 

government. 
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government, and to the safety, peace, and welfare of 
all his majesty's subjects of this kingdom ; whose af^ 
fections have been so eminently distinguished by their 
zeal to his illustrious family, before his happy acces* 
sion to the throne^ and by their continued loyalty 
ever since. 

As we do, with all just gratitude, acknowledge the 
services of all such patriots as have been eminently 
zealous for the interest of his majesty and this country, 
in detecting the fraudulent imposition of the said 
Wood, and preventing the passing of his base coin ; 
so we do, at the same time, declare our abhorrence 
and detestation of all reflections on his majesty and 
his government; and that we are ready with our 
lives and fortunes to defend his most sacred majesty 
against the pretender, and all his majesty's open and 
secret enemies both at home and abroad. 



Given under our hands 
this 28th of 

George Forbes, 
William Empson, 
Kathaniel Pearson, 
Joseph Nuttall, 
William Aston, 
Steam Tighe, 
Richard Walker, 
Edmond French, 
John Vereilles, 
Philip Pearson, 
Thomas Robins, 
Richard Dawson^ 



at the grand jury chamber, 

November, 1724. 

« 

David Tew, 
Thomas How, 
John Jones, 
James Brown, 
Charles Lyndon, 
Jerom Bredin, 
John Sican, 
Anthony Brunton, 
Thomas Gaven, 
Daniel Elwood, 
John Brunet. 
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A 

LE TTER 

TO 
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

THE LORD VISCOUNT MOLESWORTH. 

WRITTEN IN THE YEAR ]724, 



Tbcy compasied mc about also with words of deceir^ and fbaght 
agaimt me withoift a cause. 

For my love they are my adversaries ; but I give myself unto prayer. 

Apd they have rewarded ipe evil for good, and hatred for my love* 
Psal. cix, 3, 4, J. 

Srek not to be judge, being not able to take away iniquity ; lest at 
any time thou fear the person of the mig|ity, and lay a stumbling- 
block in the way of thy uprightness* 

p£fend not against the multitude of a city, and then thou shalt not 
cast thyself down among the people. 

Bind not one sin upon another, for in one thou shalt not be a«- 
punished. Ecd. vii, 6, 7, 8. 

N OH jam prima feto MnestheuSf nequt nftneere certo : 
^ojiquam O ! Sed iupertut, quihiu hoc, Neptime, dedistk 



DIRECTIONS 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 113 ) 
DIRECTIONS 

TO THE 

Printer. 



Mr. Harding^ 

W HEN I sent you my former papers, I catmot 
say I intended you either good or hurt ; and yet }x)u 
have happened through my means to receive both% 
I pray God deUver you from any more of the latter, 
and increase the former. Your trade, particularly in 
this kingdom, is, of all others, the most unfortunately 
circumstantiated ; for as you deal in the most worth- 
less kind of trashy the penny productions of penny- 
less scribblers ; so you often venture your liberty, and 
sometimes your lives, for the purchase of half a 
ciDwn; and, by your own ignorance, are punished for 
other men's actions. 

I am afraid, you in particular think you have 
reason to complain of me, foi- your own and your 
wife's confinement in prison, to your great expense^ 
as well as hardship ; and for a prosecution still inw 
pending. But I will tell you, Mr. Harding, how 
that matter stands. Since .the press has lain under 
80 strict an inspection, those who have a mind to 
inform the world are become so cautious, as to keep 
themselves, if possiUe^.out of the way of danger. 
: Vol. IX. 1 My 
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My custom therefore is to dictate to a prentice, 
who can write in a feigned hand ; and what is writ- 
ten we send to your house by a black-guard boy. 
But, at the same time, I do assure you upon my 
reputation, that I never did send you any thing for 
which I thought you could possibly be called to an 
account. And you will be my witness, that I always 
desired you, by letter, to take some good advice 
before you ventured to print ; because I knew the 
dexterity of dealers in the law, at finding out some- 
thing to fasten on, where no evil is meant. I am 
told indeed, that you did accordingly consult se* 
veral very able persons, and even some who after- 
ward appeared against you : to which I can only 
answer ; that you must either change your advisers^ 
or determine to print nothing that comes from % 
drapier. 

I desire you will send the enclosed letter directed 
to my lord viscount Molesworth, at bis house at 
Brackdenstown, neat Swords: but Twould have it 
sent printed, for the convenience of his Iordship*t 
reading ; because this counterfeit hand of my pren- 
tice is not very legible. And if you think fit to 
publish it^ I would have you first get it read over by. 
some notable lawyer: I am assured, you will find 
enough of them, who are friends to the drapi^r, and 
will do it without a fee ; which I am afraid, you can» 
ill afford after all your expenses. For, although I- 
havt taken so much care, that I think it impossible: 
to find a copick Qut of the following papers for send- 
ing you,agpin,to prison, yet I wijl. not .venture to be 
your guarantee. , 

This ensuing letter contains only a short account - 
of mysslf, and an hunable apolpgy for my former; 

pampW«v 
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pamphlets, especially the last ; with little mention of 
Mn Wood, or his halfpence ; because I have already 
said enough upon that subject, until occasion shall 
be given for new fears ; and, in that case, you may 
perhsfs hear ftota me again. 

I am, 

Your friend 

and servant^ 

From my shop in St. Francb 
street, Dec. 14* I7S4« 

M.B. 

P.S. For want of intercourse between you and 
me, which I never ^1 sufitr, your people are apt 
to make very gross errours ifi the press, which I 
de»rt you will provide against. 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLIi 

ttt£ LORD VISCOUNT MOLESWORtH, 

AT HIS IIOUSB AT BRACKDBNSTOWN KEAB SW0BD8. 

r if 



1 REFLECT too late on the maxim of common 
observi^rs, that tho^^e who meddle in matters out 
of their calling, will h*vc reason to repent ; which 
is now verified in me : for, by engaging in the 
trade of a writer, I have drawn upon myself the 
displeasure of the government, signified by a pro- 
clamation promising a reward of three hundred 
pounds to the first faithful subject, who shall be 
able and inclined to inform against me ; to which 
I may add, the laudable zeal and industry of my 
lord chief justice Whitshed^ in his endeavours to 
discover so dangerous a person. Therefore whether 
I repent or not, I have certainly cause to do so ; and 
the common observation still stands good. 

It will sometimes happen, I know not how, in 
the course of human affairs, that a man shall be 
made liable to legal animadversion, where he has 
tiothing to answer for, either to God or his coun- 
try; and condemned at Westminster hall, for what 
he will never be charged with at the day of judg- 
ment. 

After 
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After strictly examining my own heart, and con- 
sulting some divines of great reputation, I cannot 
accuse myself of any malice or wickedness against 
the publick ; of any designs to sow sedition ; of 
reflecting on the king and his ministers ; or of en* 
deavouring to alienate the afiictions of the people 
of this kingdom from those of England "i^. ' All I 
can charge myself with, is a weak attempt to serve 
a nation in danger of destruction, by a most wicked 
and malicious projector, without waiting until I 
were called to its assistance. Which attempt, how- 
ever it may perhaps give me the title of pragmatical 
and overweening, will never lie a burden upon my 
conscience. Qod knows whether I may not, with 
all my caution, have already run myself into a second 
danger, by offering thus much in my own vindica- 
tion. For I have heard of a judge, who upon the 
criminaVs appeal to the dreadful day of judgment, 
told him, he had incurred a premunire, for appealing 
to a foreign jurisdiction ; and of another in Wales, 
who severely checked the prisoner for offering the 
same plea ; taxing him with refiecring on the court 
by such a comparison ; because comparispiis were 
odious^i 

But, in order to make some excuse for being 
more speculative than others of my condition, I desire 
your lordship's pardon, while I am doing a very 
fooHsh thing ; which is, to give you some little ac« 
count of myself. 

I was bred at a freeschool, where I acquired 
some little knowledjge in the Larin tongue. I 
served my apprenticeship in London j «n4 there 

^ Aitidet mentioned in the indictment and prochmation. 
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«et up for myself with good success ; uotil^ by tbe 
death of some friends^ and misfortuBea of otheis, ( 
returned into this kingdom ; and began to employ 
my thoughts in culdvating the wooUen.manufitfture 
through all its bnmches ; wherein I met with grea^ 
discouragement, and powerful opposcrs, whose ob- 
jections appeared to me very strange and singular., 
They argued, that the people of England wcmld b« 
offended, if our manufiu:tures were brought to ecyia^ 
^eirs; and even sonoe of the weaving trade wera 
my enemies ; which I could not but look upoa a$ 
absurd and unnatural. I remember your lordship 
at that time did me the honour to come iota my 
$hop, where I showed you a piece of black an4 
white stuff* just sent from the dyer*; which yoa 
were pleased to approve o^ and be my customer idr^ 
. However, I was so moctified, that I resdved foe 
tbe future to sit quietly in my shop, and deal ia 
common good^,. like the rest of my brethren ; untile 
it happened some mondis ago, considering with my« 
self, that the lower and poorer sort of people wanted 
' a plain, strong coarse, stuff to defend tjiem against 
cold easterly winds, which then blew very fierce ao4 
blasting for a long time together ; I contrived one dOi 
purpose, which sold very well all over the kingdom, 
and pr^erved many thousands from agues^ I tbei^ 
made a second and a third kind of stuffs^ ibr the 
gentry, with the same success ; insomuch, that aa 
.ague has hardly been beard of for some time. 

This incited me so far, that I ventured upon a 

^ B7 this is meant, the Proposal for the uaiveml. Use of Imh 
Mamifactuxcs. 
f The dnpier's first three letters. 
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fourth piece* made of the best Irish wool I could 
get ; and Ithougfat it grave and rich enough to be 
worn by the best lord or judge of the land. But of 
late some great folks complain, as I hear, that When 
they had it on, they felt a shuddering in their limbs, 
and have thrown it off in a rage ; cursing to Hell 
the poor drapier, who invented it ; so that I am de- 
ti^nniMd nc^erto work for persons of quality again ; 
except for your lordship, and a very few more. 

I assure yeur lordship, upon the word of an honest 
citizen, tfett I am not ricter, by the value of one of 
. Mr. Wood's halfpence, with the sale of all the several 
stuffs I have contrived : for, I give the whole profit 
to the dyers and pressersi^. And therefore Ihope 
you will please to beUeve, that no other motive^ 
beside the love of my country, could engage me to 
busy my head and hands, to the loss of my timci 
and the gain of nothing but vexation and ill will.^ 
, I have now in hand one piece of stuff to be woven 
on purpose for your lordship ; although I might be 
ashamed to offer it to you, after I have confessed that 
it will be made only fix)m the shreds and remnants 
of the wool employed in the former. However I 
shall work it up as well as I can ; and at worst, you 
need only give it among your tenants. 

I am very sensible, how ill your lordship is likely 
to be entertained, vrith the pedantry of a drapier in 
the terms of his own trade. How will the matter be 
mended, when you find me entering again, although 
very- sparingly, into an affair of state ? for such is 
now grown the controversy with Mr. Wood, if somp 

* The fourth letter, against which the procUmation was isined. 
+ Printen. 
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great lawyers are to be credited. And as it often 
happens at play, that men begin with farthings, and 
go on to gdd, till some of them lose their estates and 
die in jail ; sp it may possibly iail oat in my case^ 
that by playing too long with Mr. Wood's halfpeqce^ 
I may be drawn ip to p^y a fine doable to the re- 
ward for betraying me ; be sent to prison, a|id not be 
delivered thence until I shall have paid the uttermost- 
farthing* 

There ait, my lord, three sorts of peraoos^ with 
whom I am resolved never to dispute ; a highways 
, man with a pistol at my breast ; a troop of dragoons^ 
who come to plunder my house ; and a man of the 
law, who can make a merit of accusing me. In each 
of these case^ which ar^ almost the same, the best 
method is to keep out of the way ; and the next best 
is, to deliver your money, surrender your house, and 
confess nothing. 

I am told, that the two points in my last letter^ 
from which an occasion of offence has been takea, 
are, where I mention his majesty's answer to the ad^ 
dress of the house of lords upon Mr. Woed'^ patent; 
and where I discourse upon Ireland's being a depen^ 
dent kingdom. As to the former, I can ctnly say, 
that I have treated it with the utmost respect and 
caution ; and I thought it necessary to show where 
Wood*s patent differed in many essential parts from 
all others that ever had been granted ; because th» 
contrary had, for want of due information, been su 
strongly and so largely asserted. As to the other, of 
Ireland's dependency; I confessed to have ofteq heard 
it mentioned, but was never able to understand what 
it meant. This gave me the curiosity to inquire 
/imong several eminent lawyers, who professed they 

knew 



Digitized by 



Google 



LETTEE V. 121 

knew nothing of the matter. I then turned over al^ 
the statutes of both kingdoms, without the least in^ 
formation, farther than an Irish act, that I quoted, 
of the 33d of Henry VIII, uniting Ireland to Eng-^ 
knd under one king. I caonot say, I was sorry to 
be disappointed in my search, because it is certain, I 
could be contented to depend only upon God and 
my prince, and the laws of my own country, after the 
manner of other nations*' But since my betters are 
of a different opinion, and desire Luther dependent 
pies, I shall outwardly submit ; yet still insisting, in 
my own heart, upon the exception I made of M. B, 
drapier. Ind«ed that hint was borrowed from an 
idle story I had heard in England, which perhaps 
may be common and beaten ; but because it insinu* 
ates neither treason nor sedition, I will just barely 
relate it. 

Some hundred years ago, when the peers were 
so great that the commons were looked upon as 
little better than their dependents, a bill was brought 
in for making some new additions to the power and 
pri^eges pf the peerage. After it was read, one 
Mr. Dr^, a member of the house, stood up, and 
said, he very much approved the bill, and would 
give his vote tp have it pass ; but however, for some 
reasons bes^ known to himself, he desired that a 
clause might be inserted for excepting the family 
of the Draes. The oddness of the proposition taught 
others to reflect a litfl$ ; 4nd the bill was thrown 
out. 

Whether I were mistaken, or went too fer in exa- 
mining the dependency, must be left to the impartial 
judgment of the world, as well as to the courts of 
judicature ; although indepd pot in so effectual and 
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dectsive i manner. But to^iflfinn^ as I hear some do, 
in order to countenance a fearful and servile spirit, 
that this point did not belong to my subject, is a 
fiiise and foolish objection. There were several scan- 
dalous reports industriously spread by Wood and his 
accomplices, to discourage all opposition against his 
infimious pmject. They gave it out^ that we wera 
prepared for a rebellion ; that we disputed the king's 
prerogative, and were shaking ofF cnss dependency. 
The first went so iar, and obtiuned so much belief 
against the most visible demonstrations tothe contrary, 
that a great person of this kingdom, now in England, 
sent over such an account of it to his friends, as 
would make any good subject both grieve and trem- 
ble. I thought it therefore necessary to treat that 
cahunny as it deserved. Then I proved by an in* 
vincible argument, that we could have no intention 
to dispute his majesty's prerogative; because the 
prerogative was not concerned in the question ; the 
civilians and lawyers of all nations agreeing that cop«' 
per is not money. And lastly^ to clear us from the 
imputation of shaking off our dependency, I showed 
wherein I thought and shaU ever think this depen* 
dence consisted ; and cited the statute abovemen-* 
tinned made in Ireland v by which it is enacted, that 
whoever is king of England, shall be king of Ire* 
land ; and that the two kingdoms shall be for ever 
knit together under one king. This, as I conceived, 
did wholly acquit us of intending to break* our de^ 
pendency ; because it was altogether out of our 
power : for surely no king of England will ever con- 
sent to the repeal of this statute. 

But upon this article I am charged with a heavier 
accusation. It is said I went too^r, when I declared, 
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tbsM: if ev^ the pcfteodes should cooic to be fixed 
Qpoit the throne cf England (which God forbid) I 
would so fai ventuFe to tnin9^;ress thia Mttute^ that I: 
would lose the lisist drdp qf my blood, before I 
would submit to bw as king of belud. 

This I hear, on all sides, k the itiongest and 
weightiest objection agwiit mt ; and whicli has g^rea 
die most ofEence ; ths^i I should be svbdd to dedate 
against a direct statute ; and thai aay motive, bow 
^rong soever, could ^ake me reject a king, whom 
EngUnd should receive. Now, if in defending mf* 
self from this accusation I should freely confess, that 
I went too far ; that the exf^resskHi waa vcfy indiscreet, 
although occa^Md by my zeal for hia present mar* 
jesty, and biaproiestaJit line in the house of Hanover; 
that I shall be careful never to oifend again in the 
like kind ; and that I hope this fiee ackmiwledg*- 
ment, and socrow fpr my errour, will be some atxoie- 
9xent, and a little sd^eo the hearta of my powerful 
adversaiies : I S9f^ if I should offer auch a defence 
4s this, I da Qot d<iubt but some people would wrest 
it to an ill meaning, by a sptteiiiil interpretation^ 
And therefore, since I cannot think of any other 
auiswer, which tbaA paragraph can admit, I will leave 
it to the mercy of every candid reader ; but still with-*- 
out recanting my own opinion. 

I will now venture to tell your lordship a secset, 
wherein I fear you are too deeply concerned. Yon 
will therefore please to know, that this habit of writ-- 
ing and discoursing, wherein I unfortunately difier 
from almost the whole kingdom, and am apt ta 
grate the ears of more than I could wish, was ac- 
^ricd during^ mf apprenticeship in London,, and a 
long residence- thm after I had setup for myself.' 

Upon 
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Upon tny retam and settlement here, I thought I 
had only changed one country of freedom for an- 
other. I had been Ibng conversing with the writings 
of your lordship*, Mr. Locke, Mr. Molineux, co- 
lonel Sidney, and other dangerous authors, who talk 
of liberty as a blessing, to which the whole race of 
mankind has an origilial title ; whereof nothing but 
unlawful force can divest them. I knew a great deal' 
of the seveml Gothick institutions in Europe ; and 
by what incidents and events they came to be de- 
stroyed 2 and I ever thought it the most uncontrolled 
and universally agreed maxim, that freedom coo- 
usts in a peq)le> being governed by laws made with 
their own consent ; and slavery, in the contrary. I 
have been likewise told^ and believed it to be true, 
that Kberty and property are words of known use and 
signification in this kingdom ; and the veiy lawyers 
pretend to understand and have them often in their 
fnoudii. These were the erroura, which have misled 
me ; and to which alone I must impnte the severe^ 
treatment I have received. But I shall in time grow 
wiser, and learn to consider my driver, and the road I 
am in, and with whc»n I am. yoked. This I will 
venture to say ; that the boldest and most obnoxioua 
words I ever delivered, would, in Eogkind, havo^ 
only exposed me as a stupid fool, who went to prove 
that the sun shone in % clear summer*s day ^ and I 
have witnesses ready to depose, that your lordship 
hnfi said and writ fifity times worse ; and what is still 
an aggravation, with infinitely more wit and learning, 

and stronger arguments: sQthat as politick^ run„ { 

^ . . ,• . « . 

« He pobliihed a book in the rdgn of king* W9ti&oi III, env 
&kd die State of Denmark, with a large pie&ce« 
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do DOt know ^ person of irtore exciptaoiiable princi^ 
pks than yourself : and if ever I shall be discoyered> 
I think you will be bound in honour to pay fny ine, 
and support me in prison ; or else I may chance to 
inform ag^nst you by way of reprisal; 

In the mean time I beg your lordship to receive 
my confession; that if there be any such thing as 
a dependency of Ireland upon England, otherwise 
than as I have explained it^ either by the law of 
God, of nature, of reason, of nationsi at of the land 
(which I shall die rather than grant) then was the 
proclamation against me the most merciful that ever 
was put out ; and instead of accusing me as malicious, 
wicked^ and seditious, it might have been directly as 
guilty of high treason. 

All I desire is, that the cause of my country against 
Mr* Wood may nc^ suffer by any inadvertency of 
mine. Whether Ireland depends upon England^ or 
only upon God, the king> and the law ; I hope no 
man will assert, that it depends upon Mn Wood. I 
should be heartily sorry that tliis commendable spirit 
against me should accidentally (and what I hope, was 
never intended) strike a damp upon that spirit in all 
ranks and corporations of men against the despecate 
and ruinous design of Mr. Wood. Let my country- 
men blot out those parts in my last letter, which 
they dislike ; and let no rust remain on my sword, 
to cure the wounds I have given to our most mortal 
enemy. When sir Charles Sedley was taking the 
oaths, where several things were.to be renounced, he 
said, he loved renouncing ; asked if any more were 
to be renounced ; for he was ready to renounce as 
much as they pleased. Although I am not so' 
borough a renounber, yet le( me have but good city 
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security against this pestilent coinage, and I ishad be 
ready not 4>nly to renounce every syllabk in all my 
fear ktterB, but to deliver them cheerfully with my 
own hands into those of the common hangmani to 
be burnt with no better company than the coin^s 
effigies, if any part of it has escaped out of the secu-- 
lar hands of my faithful friends, the common people** 

But, whatever the sentiments of some people may 
be, I think it is agreed that OAany of those who mb* 
scribed against me, are on the side of a vast majority 
in the kingdom, who opposed Mr. Wood : and it 
was with great satisfiu:tion, that I observed some right 
honourable names very amicably joined with my own^ 
at the bottom of a strong declaration against him and 
his coin. But if the admission of it among us be 
already determined, the worthy person, who is to be- 
tray me, ought in prudence to do it with all conve- 
\nient speed ; or else it may be difficult to find threot 
liundred pounds sterling for the discharge of his hiie, 
when the publick shall have lost five hundred thou- 
sand, if there be so much in the nadon ; beside four 
fifths of its annual income for ever. 

I am told by lawyers, that in quarrels between man 
and man, it is of much weight, which of them gav^ 
the first provocation, or struck the first blow. It is 
manifest that Mr. Wood has done both : and there^ 
ton I should humbly propose to have him first 
hanged, and hi^ dross thrown into the sea : after 
which, the drapier will be ready to stand his trial. It 
must needs be that offences come, but woe unto him 

* TbU pasiage U cited by Dr. Campbell, in his « PhOoiofAf aS 
^ Rhetorick," as a very strong example of oomiDcndation, condied 
with great delicacy under an air of reptoaclu 
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by whom the ofSence cotnen. If Mr. Wood haul held 
his hand/ every body else would have held their 
tongues : and dien there would have been little need 
of pamphlets, juries, or proclamations upon this oc- 
casion. The provocation must needs have been very 
great, which could stir up an obscure, indolent dra* 
pier, to become an author. One would almost thint^ 
the very stones in the street would rise up in such a 
cause : and I am not sure they will not do so against 
Mr. Wood,' if ever he comes within their reach. It 
is a known story of the dumb boy, whose tongue 
forced a passage for speech by the honour of seeing 
a da^er at his father's throat. This may lessen the 
wonder, that a tradesinan, hid in privacy and silence, 
should cry out, when the life and being of his poli-* 
tical mother are attempted before his £u:e, and by 
so infamous a wretch. 

But in the mean time Mr. Wood, the destroyer of 
a kingdom, walks about in triumph (unless it be 
true, that be is in jail for debt) while he, who endea* 
voured to assert the liberty of his country, is forced 
to hide his head for occasionally dealing in a matter 
of controversy. However, I am not the first who 
has been condemned to death, for gaining a great 
victory over a powerful enemy, by disobeying foe 
once the strict orders of military discipline. 

I am now resolved to follow (after the usual pro* 
ceeding of mankind, because it is too late) the advice 
giveij me by a certain dean*. He showed the mis- 
Uke Lwas in, of trusting to the general good will of 
the people ; that I had isucceeded hitherto better than 
could be expected ; but that some unfortunate cir- 

* The author is supposed to mean himself. 
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cUmstantial lapse would bring me within the re^ch o( 
poWer : that my good intentions would be no secu- 
rity against those who watched every motion of my 
pen in the bitterness of my soiil. He produced an 
instance of a person as innocent, as disinterested, and 
as well-meaning as myself ; who had written a very 
seasonable and inoffensive treatise, exhorting the 
people of this kingdom to wear their own manufac^ 
tures*; for which, however, the printer was pro- 
secuted with the utmost virulence ; the jury sent 
back nine times ; and the man given up to the mercy 
of the court. The dean farther observed, that I was 
in a manner left alone to stand the battle ; while 
pthers who had ten thbusand times better talents 
than a drapier, were so prudent as to lie still ; and 
perhaps thought it no unpleasant amusement to look 
on with safety, while another was giving them diver- 
sion at the hazard of his liberty and fortune ; and 
thought they made a sufficient recompense by a little 
applause : whereupon he concluded with a short 
story of a Jew at Madrid ; who being condemned to 
the fire on account of his religion, a crowd of school- 
boys following him to the stake, and apprehending 
they might lose their sport if he should happen to 
recant, would often clap him on the back, and cry, 
Stajirmey Moyse ; Moses, continue stedfast 

I allow this gcnrieman's advice to have been very 
good, and his observations just ; and in one respect, 
my condition is worse than that of the Jew ; for no 
recantarion will save me. However, it should seem 
by some late proceedings, that my state is not alto- 

♦ The author means himself again ; in the discourse advising the 
people ol' Ireland to wear their own manufactures. 
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gethcr deplorable. ^This t can impute to nothing 
but the steadiness of two impartial grand juries ; 
which has confirmed in me an opinion I have long 
entertained ; that, as philosophers say, virtue is seated 
in the middle ; so, in another sense, the little virtue 
left in the world, is chiefly to be found among the 
middle rank of mankind, who are neither allured out 
of hef paths by ambition^ nor driven by poverty. 

Since the proclamation occasioned by my last 
letter, and a due preparation for proceeding against 
me in a tourt x)f justice, there have been two printed 
papers clandestinely spread about ; whereof no man 
is able to trace the original, farther than by conf- 
jecture ; which, with its usual charity, lays them to 
my account. The former, is entitled, Seasonable 
Advice, and appears to have been intended for in* 
formation of the grand jury, upon the supposition of 
a bill to be prepared against that letter. The other, 
is an extract from a printed book of parliamentary 
proceedings, in the year 168O; containing an angry 
resolution of the house of commons in England, 
against dissolving grand juries. As to the former, 
your lordship will find it to be the work of a more 
artful hand than that of a common drapier. It has 
been censured for endeavouring to influence -thi^ 
minds of a jury, which ought to be wholly free and 
unbiassed ; and for that reason it is manifest, that no 
judge was ever known, either upon, or off the bench, 
either by himself, or his dependents, to usp the least 
insinuation, that might possibly affect the passions 
or interests of any one single juryman, much less of 
a whole jury; whereof every man must be convinced,, 
who will just g^ve himself the trouble to dip into the 
common printed trials : so as it is amazing to think. 

Vol. IX. K what 
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what a number of ufHight judges dicre hare been in 
both kingdoms, for above sixty years past i whicb» 
considering how long they held their o^ea dmiiig 
pleasiue, as they stiU do among ui^ I accooot n^t 
to a miracle. 

As to the other paper^ I mast confeaa it is a sharp 
censure (rootan English house of cosuaottf agajust 
dissdring grand juries^ by any Jud|ge before the end 
of the term, assizes, or sessions, while matters are 
under their coosidecation, and not presented ; as ar* 
bitiary, illegal, destructive to pubUck justice, a ma* 
nifest violation of his oath, and as a means to snbverr 
4he fundamental laws of the l^gdom. 

However, the publisher seems to have been mis- 
taken in what he aimed at. For whatever depea* 
dence there may be of Ireland npw England, I hope 
he would not insinuate^ th«t the proceedings of aloid 
chief justice in Ireland, must depend upon a rescdu-^ 
tbn of an English house of commons. Besides^ that 
resolution, although it were levelled against a parti- 
cular lord chief justice, sir WiUiam Serous, yet the 
occasion was directly contrary. For Scroggs dis^ 
solved the grand jury of London for (ear they should 
present ; but ours in Dublin was dissolved, because 
they would not present ; which wonderfully alters the 
case. And therefore a second grand jury yipplied thai 
defect, by making a presentment* that jd^ased th$ 
whole Ikingdom. However, I think it is agreed by 
all parties, that both the one and the other jury^^ be^ 
haved themselves in such a manner, as ought to be 
remembered to their honour, while there shall be 
any regard left among us for virtue or publick spirit. 

* 3cili die prfcientnient Uunediately precedbg thi« Tetter. 
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I am confident^ your lordship will he of my sen^ 
timents in one thing ; that some short plain au* 
thentkrk tract might ^e published for the informatiofi 
both of petty and grand juries, how far their power 
reaches, and where it is limited ; and that a printed 
copy of such a treatise might be deposited in every 
court, to be consulted by the jurj^men^ before they 
consider of their verdict ; by which, abundance of 
inconveniences would be avoided, whereof innumer- 
able instances might be produced from former times ; 
because I will say nothing of the present, 

I have read somewhere of aa eastern king, who 
put a judge to death for an iniquitous sentence, and 
ordered his hide to be stuffed into a cushion, and 
placed upon the tribunal for the son to sit on, who 
was preferred to his father's office. I fancy, wjch a 
memorial might not have been unuseful to a son of 
•if William Scroggs, and that both he and hU suc- 
cessors would often wriggle in their seats, a^ long as 
the cushion lasted : I wish the relator had told us 
what number of such cushions there might be ia 
that country. 

I cannot but observe to your lordship, how nice 
und dangerous a point it is grown, for a private per- 
son to inform the people even in an affair where the 
publick interest and safety are so highly concerned, 
as that of Mr. Wood ; and thi3 in a country where 
loyalty is woven into the very hearts of the people, 
seems a little extraordinary. Sir WilUam Scroggs was 
♦he first who introduced that conimcndable acute- 
ness into the courts of judicature ; but how for this 
practice has been imitated by his successors, or 
strained upon occasion, is out of my knowledge. 
When pamphlets unpleasing to th« niiiniatry were 
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presented as libels, he would order the offensive para- 
graphs to be read before him ; and he was often so 
very happy in applying the initial letters of nameS| 
and expounding dubious hints (the two con\mon ex- 
pedients among writer? of that class for escaping 
the law) that be discovered much more than ever 
the authors intended ; as many of them, or their 
printers, found to their cost. If such methods are 
to be followed in examining what I have already 
written, or may write hereafter, upon the subject of 
Mr. Wood, i defy any man of fifty times my under- 
standing and caution to avoid being entrapped : un- 
less he will be content to write what none will readi 
by repeating over the old arguments and computa- 
tions, whereof the world is already grown wcar}-i 
So that my good friend Harding lies under this 
dilemma; either to let my learned works hang for 
ever drying upon his lines ; or venture to publish 
them at the hazard of being laid by the heels. 

I need not tell your lordship where the difficulty 
lies : it is true, that the king and the laws permit us 
to refuse this coin of Mr. Wood ; but at the same 
time it is equally true, that the king and the laws 
permit us to receive it. Now, it is barely possible, 
tliat the ministers in England, may not suppose the 
consequences of uttering that brass amolig us, to be 
so ruinous as we apprehend ; because perhaps if 
they understood it in that light, they would in com- 
mon humanity, use their credit with his majesty for 
saving a most loyal kingdom from destruction. But^ 
as long as it shall please those great persons to think 
that coin will not be so very pernicious to us, we lie 
under the disadvantage of being censured as obstinate 
in not complying with a* royal patent. Therefore 

nothing 



Digitized by 



Google 



LETTER V. 133 

Nothing remains but to make use of that liberty, 
which the king and the laws have left us, by continu- 
ing to refuse this coin; and by frequent remem- 
brances to keep up that spirit raised against it, which 
otherwise may be apt to flag, and perhaps in time to 
sink altogether. For, any publick order against re- 
ceiving or uttering Mr. Wood's halfpence, is not 
reasonably to be expected in this kingdom, without 
directions from England ; which I think no body 
presumes, or is so sanguine as to hope. 

But to confess the truth, my lord, I begin to grow 
i^eary of my office as a writer; and could heartily 
wish it were devolved upon my brethren, the makers 
of songs and ballads, who perhaps are the b^ qualified 
at present to gather up the gleanings of this contro- 
versy. As to myself, it has been my misfortune to 
begin, and pursue it, upon a wrong foundation. For, 
ha\ing detected the frauds and falshoods of this vile 
impostor Wood in every part, I foolishly disdained to 
have recourse to whining, lamenting, and crying for 
mercy; but rather chose to appeal to law and liberty, • 
and the common rights of mankind, without consir 
dering the climate I was in. 

Since your last residence in Ireland, I frequently 
have taken my nag to ride about your grounds ; 
where I fancied myself to feel an air of freedom 
breathing round me ; and I am glad the low condi-, 
tlon of a tradesman did not qualify me to wait on 
you. at your house ; for then, I am afraid, my 
writings would not have escaped severer censures. 
But I have lately sold my nag, and honestly told 
his greatest fault, Which was. that of snuffing up the 
air about Brackdenstown ; whereby he became such 
^ Jover of liberty, that I could scarce hold him iq. 

«; 3 1 Ivivc 



Digitized by 



Google 



1^4 tHfi D&A^IER^S tBttBRS^ 

I have likewise buried at the bottom of a %iiong che^ 
your lordship's writings under a heap of other^^ 
that treat of liberty ; and spread over a layer or twd 
of Hobbts, Filmer, fiodin, and many more authors of 
that stamp, to be readiest at hand, whenever t shall 
be disposed to take up a new set of principles in go- 
verAmeiit. In the mean time I design quietly to look 
to my shop, and keep as far out of your lordship's 
influence as possible : and if you ever see any mate 
of my writings on this subject, I promise you shall 
find them as innocent, as insipid, and without a 
sting, as what I havtf now offered you. But, if your 
lordship will please to |;ive me an easy lease of some 
part of your estate in Yorkshire, thither will I carry 
my chest : and turning it upside ddwn, resume my 
political reading where I left off; feed on plain 
homely fair, and live and die a free honest Englishr 
farmer ; but not without regret for leaving my 
countr)'men under the dread of the brazen talons 
of Mr. Wood : my most loyal and innocent country- 
men ; to whom I owe so much for their good* 
opinion of me, and my poor endeavours to Serve 
them. I am, with the greatest respect. 
My lord, 
Your lordthip*s most oheJient 

and most humble servant. 
From my shop in St. Francis 

street, Dec. 14, 1724. ]VI. B. 

These papers (for the sjxth and sevemh lettert were not paMished 
till long afterward) prevailed, notwithstanding threats, prosecu^ 
;tiofis> and imprisonment, tgain»t all the influence of power, and all 
the 4itific» f^ cunning : persons of cvtsy sect united with the 
ixafgm in thelK>nimon cause, his health was a perpetual toast, and 
his effigies were displayed in every street ; Wood was compelled 
^withdraw his patent, and his halfpence were vocally aupprcsaed. 
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BY many passages in the following letter, and by the date, 
October 6, ty^it it appears to have been written soon after 
the proclamation against the drapier for his fourth letter* 
and before the jury had thrown out the bill of indictment. 
At this crisis perhaps the dean did not choose to resume a 
character which was become obnoxious* and therefore 
wrote in his own : the original was signed with his name, 
though it appeared to have been obliterated by another 
hand : for some reason the publication of it was delayed, 
and it was first printed in an edition of the dean's works 
published at Dublin in 1735* This however is not the 
only reason why it is placed after the fifth letter, for the 
fifth letter appears to Iiave been substituted in its stead, and 
not intended to follow it. The fourth letter^ both in this 
and in the fifth is called the last, which could not have 
happened if both had been parts of the same series. 

Xhe reader will now easily account for those passages in the 
sixth by which the prosecution against Harding appears to 
be depending, though in the fifth it is mentioned as past*. 

• This advertisement is an epitome of the preface to the Irish edition of 
the Drapier'fi Sixth Letter. 
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A 

LETTER 

TO THE 

LORD CHANCELLOR MIDDLETON*. 

WKITTEN IN THE YEAR 1724, 



MY LOHjy, 

1 DESIRE you will consider me as a member, who 
comes in at the latter end of a debate ; or as a lawyer, 
who speaks to a cause when the matter has been 
almost exhausted by those who spoke before. 

I remember, some months ago, I was at your 
house upon a commission, where! am one of the 
governors ; but I went thither, not so much on ac- 
count of the commission, as to ask you some ques- 
tions concerning Mr. Wood's patent to coin half- 
pence for Ireland ; where you very freely told me in 
a mixt company, how much you had been always 
against that wicked project ; which raised in me an 
esteem for you so far, that I went in a few days to 
make you a visit, after many years intermission. I 
am likewise told, that your son wrote two letters from 
London (one of which I have seen) empowering those, 

* He signed the proclamation against the Drapier. 
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to whom ihty were directed^ to assure his iriends^ 
that whereas diere was a malicious report spread of 
his engaging himself to Mr. Walpole for forty thou- 
sand pounds of Wood's coin to be received in Ire- 
land, the ssud report was fal* and groundless ; and 
he had never discoursed with that minister on this 
subject, nor would ever give his consent to have one 
farthing of the said coin current here. And al- 
though it be long since I have given myself the 
trouble of conversing with people of titles or stations; 
yet I have been told by those who can take up with 
such amusements, that there is not a considerable 
person of the kingdom scrupulous in any sort to de- 
clare his opinion. But all this is need]ess to allege, 
when we consider, that the ruinous consequences of 
Wood's patent have been so strongly represented by 
both houses of parliament ; by the privy council ; 
the lord mayor and aldermen of Dublin ; by so 
many corporations ; and the concurrence of the prin- 
cipal gentlemen in most counties at their quarter 
sessions^ without any regard to party, religion, o^ 
nation. 

I conclude from Hence, that the currency of these 
halfpence, would, in the universal opinion of our 
people, be utterly destructive to this kingdom ; and 
consequently that it is every man's duty not only ta 
refuse this coin himself, but as far as in him lies, to 
persuade others to do the like : and whether this be 
done in private or in print, is all a case ; as no layman 
is forbidden to write, or to discourse upon religious 
or moral subjects, although he may not do it in a 
pulpit, at least in our church. Neither is this an 
affair of state, until authority shall think fit to declare 
it so : or if you should understand it in that sense^ 

yet 
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fA, yoii will please to consider, that I am not now 
Jtfcaching. 

Tlierefbre I do think it my duty^ since the drapier 
will ^obably be no more heard df, so £ax to supply 
his place, as not to incur his fortune : for I have 
learnt from old experience, that there are times, 
wherein a man ought to be cautious, as well as inno« < 
Cent. I therefore hope, that, preserving both those 
characters, I may be allowed, by offering new argu* 
ments, or enforcing old ones, to refresh the memory 
of my fellow-subjects, and keep up that good spirit 
raised among them, to preserve themselves from utter 
ruin by lawful means, and such as are permitted by 
his majesty. 

I believe you will please to allow me two proposi- 
tions : first, that we are a most loyal people ; and se«^ 
condly, that we are a free people, in the common 
acceptation of that word, applied to a subject under 
a limited monarch. I know very well, that you and 
I, did, many years ago, in discourse differ much, in 
the presence of lord Wharton, about the meaning , 
of that word liberty, with relation to Ireland. But, 
if you will not allow us to be a free people, there is 
only another appellation lefr, which I doubt, my lord 
chief justice Whitshed would call m^ to account 
for, if I venture to bestow : for I observed (and I 
shall never forget upon what occasion) \tbe device 
upon his coach to be, Ubertas & natsle soltmi^ at 
the very point of rime when he was sitting in his 
court, and peijuring himself to betray both. 

Now, as for our loyalty to his present majesty, if 
it has ever been equalled in any other part of his do^ 
lOimons, I am sure it has never been ei^ceeded : and 
I am confident he has not a minister in England, 
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who could ever call it once in question : but that 
8ome hard rumours at least have been transmitted 
from the other side of the water, I suppose you will 
not doubt : and rumours of the severest kind ; which 
many good people have imputed to the indirect pro- 
ceeding of Mr. Wood and his emissaries : as if he 
endeavoured it should be thought, that our loyalty 
depended upon the test of refusing or taking his 
copper. Now, as I am sure you will admit us to be 
a' loyal people, so you will think it pardonable ia us 
to hope for all proper marks of favour and protection 
from so gracious a king, that a loyal and free people 
can expect : among which, we all agree in reckoning 
this to be one ; that Wood's halfpence, may never 
have entrance into this kingdom. And this we shall 
continue to wish, when we dare no longer express 
our wishes ; although there were no such mortal as a 
drapier in the world. 

I am heartily sorry, that any writer should, in a 
cause so generally approved, give occasion to the go- 
vernment and council to charge him with paragraphs 
^' highly reflecting upon his majesty and his mini- 
" sters; tending to alienate the affections of his good 
^* subjects in England and Ireland from each other; . 
'* and to promote sedition among the people.'* I 
must confess that with many others, I thought he 
meant well ; although he might have thfe failing of 
better writers, not to be always fortunate in the 
manner of expressing himself. 

However, since the drapier is but one man, I shall 
think I do a publick service by asserting, that the 
rest of my countrymen are wholly free from learning 
out of his pamphlets to reflect on the king or his mi- 
nisters, and to breed sedition. 

I solemnly 
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I solemnly declare, that I never once heard the 
least reflection cast upon the king, on the subject of 
Mr. Wood*s coin : for in many discourses on this 
matter, I do not remember his majesty's name to be 
so much as mentioned. As to the ministry in Eng- 
land, the only two persons hinted at, were, the duke 
of Grafton and Mr. Walpole : the former, as I have 
heard you and a hundred others affirm, declared that 
he never saw the patent in favour of Mr. Wood, be- 
fore it was passed, although he was then lord lieu- 
tenant : and therefore I suppose every body believes 
that his grace has been wholly unconcerned in it ever 
since. 

Mr. Walpole was indeed supposed to be under- 
stood by the letter W. in several newspapers ; when^ 
it is said that, some expressions fell from him not very 
favourable to the people of Ireland ; for the truth of 
which the kingdom is not to answer, any more than 
for the discretion of the publishers* You observe, 
the drapier wholly clears Mr. Walpole of this charge 
by very strong arguments ; and speaks of him with 
civility. I cannot deny myself to have been often 
present, where the company gave their opinion that 
Mr. Walpole favoured Mr. M^ood's projects, which I 
always contradicted ; and for my own part never 
once opened my lips against that minister, either in 
mixed or particular meetings : and my reason for 
this reservedness was ; because it pleased him in the 
ijueen's time (I mean queen Anne of ever blessed 
memory) to make a speech directly against me by 
name, in the house of commons, as I was told a very* 
few minutes after, in the court of requests, by more 
than fifty members. 

But you, who are in a great station here (if any 
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diing here may be called great) cannot be ignoftnf, 
that whoever is understood by pubfick voice to be 
chief minifltser, will, among the general talkers, shat« 
the blarae, whether justly or not, of every thing that 
IS disliked ; which I could easily make appear in 
many instances fipom my own knowledge, while I 
was in the world ; and particularly in the case of the 
greatest, the wisest, and the most uncorrupt minister 
I ever conversed with^. 

But whatever unpleasing <^inion some people 
might conceive of Mr. Walpole, on account of those 
halfpence, I dare boldly affirm it was enditly owing 
to Mr, Wood, Many persons of credit come fiom 
Enghnd, have affirmed to me and others, that 
they have aeen letters under his hand, full of arro- 
gance and insdcnce toward Ireland, and boasting 
of his fevour with Mr. Walpole ; which is highly 
probable; because he reasonably thougl;it it for his 
interest to spread such a report, and because it is 
the known taknt of low and little spirits, to have a 
' great man's name perpetually in their mouths. 

Thus I have sufficiently justified the people of 
Ireland from learning any bad lesson out of the dra- 
pier-s pamphlets, with regard to his majesty and his 
ministers: and therefore, if those papers were in- 
tended to sow sedition among us, God be thanked 
the seeds have fallen upon a very improper soil. 

As to alienating the affections of the people of 
England and Ireland from each other; I believe the 
drapier, whatever his intentions were, has left that 
matter just jis he found \u 

I have lived long in both kingdoms, as well in 

.* SoQioasd to be tbe lord treasoref Oxford. 
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country as 91 tovm ; ud tlierefi>re take myself to be 
as well infimned, as most mexi> in the dispositioas of 
each people tonrord the other. By the people I un- 
derstand here, only the bulk of the common people ; 
and I desire no lawyer may distort or extend my 
■leaning. 

There is a rein of industry and paisimony, that 
rans through the whole people of Enghmd^ which, 
added to .the easiness of dieir rents, makes them rich 
and sturdy. As to Ireland, they know little more of 
it dian they do of Mexico : farther than that it is a 
country subject to the king of England, fiill of bogs^ 
inhabited by wild Irish papists, who axe kept in awe 
by mercenary troops sent from thence : and their g^* 
neral opinion is, that it were better £at England if 
this whole island were sunk into the sea : for they 
have a tradition, that every forty years there must 
be a rebellion in Ireland. I have seen the grossest 
suppositions passed upon them : that die wild Irish 
were taken in toils; but that in some time they 
would grow so tame as to eat out 6f yoor hands : I 
have been asked by hundreds, and particularly by 
my neighbours your tenants at Pepper*hara, whether 
I' had come from Ireland by sea: and, upon the 
arrival of an Iqshman to a country town, I have 
known crowds coming about him, and wondering M 
see him look so mi|ch better than themselves. 

A gentleman now in Dublin affirms, that, passing 
some months ago through Northampton, and finding 
the whole town in a flurry, with beHs, bonfires, and 
illuminations ; upon asking the cause, he was told> 
that it was for joy that the Iiish had submitted to re^ 
ceive Wood*s halfpence. This, I think, plainly shows 
what sentiments that large town has of us ; and how 
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litde they made it their own case ; althoi^h they lie 
directly in our way to London, and therefore cannot 
but be frequently convinced that we have human 
shapes. 

As to the people of this kingdom, they consist 
either of Irish papists, who are as inconsiderable, in 
point of power, as the women and children ; or of 
English prbtestants, who love their brethren of that 
kingdom, although they may possibly sometimes 
complain when they think they are hardly used; 
however, I confess, I do not see that it is of any great 
consequence, how their personal affections stand to 
each other^ while the sea divides them, and while 
they continue in their loyalty to the same prince. 
And yet I will appeal to you, whether those from 
England have reason to complain, when they come 
hither in pursuit of their fortunes ? or, whether the 
people of Ireland have reason to boast, when they 
go to England upon the same design ? 

My second proposition was, that we of Ireland 
are a free people : this, I suppose, you will allow, 
at least with certain limitations remaining in your 
own breast. However, I am sure it is not crimioal 
to affirm it ; because the words liberty and propert)% 
as applied to the subject, are often mentioned in 
both houses of parliament, as well as in yours and 
other courts below : whence it must follow that 
the people of Ireland do, or ought to enjoy all the 
benefits of the common and statute law; such as to 
be tried by juries, to pay no money without their 
Qwn consent as represented in parliament, and the 
likcr If this be so, and if it be universally agreed 
that a free people cannot by law be compelled ta 
take any money in payment, except gold and silver ; 

I do 
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I do not sec why any man should be hindered from 
cautioning his countrymen against this coin of Wil* 
liam Wood : who is endeavouring by fraud to rob us 
of that property, which the kiws have secured. If 
I am mistaken, and this copper can be obtruded on 
us, I would put the drapier's case in another light, 
by supposing that a person goipg into his shop should 
iigree for thirty shillings worth of goods, and force 
the seller to take his payment in a parcel of copper 
pieces intrinsically not worth above a crown : I desire 
to keow whether the drapier would not be actually 
robbed of five and twenty shillings ; and how far 
he could be said to be master of his property ? The 
same question may be applied to rents and> debts 
on bond or mortgage, and to all kind of commerce, 
whatsoever. 

Give me leave to do, what the drapier has done 
more than once before me, which is, to relate the 
naked fact, as it stands in the view of the world. 

One William Wood, esq. a hardwareman, ob- 
tains by fraud a patent in England to coin JOSOOOl. 
in copper, to pass in Ireland, leaving us liberty to 
take or to refi The people here, in all sorts of 
bodies and representatives, do openly and heartily 
declare, that they will not accept this coin : to jus- 
tify these declarations, they generally offer two rea- 
sons ; first, because by the words of the patent they 
are left to their own choice ; and secondly, because 
they are not obliged by law : so that you see there 
is, Bel/um atque viruniy a kingdom on one side, and 
William Wood on the other. Arid if Mr, Wood 
gets the victory at the expense of Ireland's ruin, and 
the profit of one or two hundred thousand pounds 
(I mean by continuing, and counterfeiting as loag 
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as he lives) for himself; I doubt^ b6th {ntsent ud 
future ages will at least think it a reiy singular 
scheme. 

If this fact be truly stated, I must confess, I look 
tipon it as my duty, so far as God has enabled me^ 
and as long as I keep within the botiftds of tfuth^ 
of duty, and of decency, to warn my fellow aib- 
jects, as they value their king, their country, and 
all that ought or can be dear to them, never to 
admit this pernicious coin ; no not so mtiich as one 
single halfpenny. For if one single thief forces the 
door, it is in vain to talk of keepirrg iKit the whole 
crew behind. 

And while I shall be thus employed, 1 will never 
give myself leave to suppose, that what I say can 
either offend my lord lieutenant, whose person* and 
great qualities I have always highly respected^ (as 
I am sure his excellency wtll be my witness) or the 
ministers in England, with whom I have nothing to 
do, or they with mc ; much less the privy council 
here ; who, as I am informed, did send an address 
to his majesty against Mr. Wood's coin ; which if 
It be a mistake, I desire I may not be accused for 
a spreader of false news: but I confess, I am so 
great a stranger to affairs, that, for any thing I 
know, the whole body of the council may since 
have been changed : and although I observe some 
of the very same names in a late declaration against 
that coin, which I saw subscribed to the proclama- 
tion against the drapicr, yet possibly they may be 
diflerent persons : for they are utteriy unknown ta 
me, and are likely to continue so. 

In this controversy, where the reasoners on each 
side are divided by St. George's channel, his ma- 
jesty's 
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)festy*s prerogative perhaps woUkl not have been men- 
tioned, if Mr. Wood and hi^ advocates had not 
tnade it necessary, by giving out that the currency 
bf his coin should be enforced by a proclamation. 
The traders atid common people of the kingdom 
were heartily willing to refuse this coin ; but the 
fear of a proclamation brought along with it most 
'dreadful apprehensions. It was therefore absolutely 
hecessairy for the drapier to remove this difficulty ; 
«nd accordingly, in one of his former pamphlets, he 
produced invincible arguments (wherever he picked 
them up) thslt the king's prerogative was not at all 
concerned in the matter ; since the law had suf- 
ficiently provided against any coin to be imposed on 
the silbject, except gold and silver ; and that copper 
is not money, but, as it has been properly called, 
hrmmoruni famulus^. 

The three former letters from the drapier having 
hot received any publick censure, I look upon them 
to be without exception ; and that the good people 
bf the kingdom ought to read them often, in order 
to keep up that spirit raised against this destmcttve 
coin of Mr. Wood : as for this list letter, against 
which a proclamation is issued ; I shall only say, 
that I could wish it were stripped of all that can be 
any way exceptionable ; which I would not think it 
below me to undertake, if my abilities were equal ; 
bat, being naturally somewhat slow of comprehen- 
sion, no lawyer, and apt to believe the best of those, 
who profess good designs, without any visible mo- 
tive either of profit or honour ; I might pore for 
ever, without distinguishing the cockle from the 
corn. 

That which I am told gives the greatest ofience 
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in this last letter, is, where the dntpier affirms, that, 
if a rebellion should prove so successful as to fix the 
pretender on the throne of England, he would Ten* 
ture so far to transgress the Irish statute, which 
unites Ireland to England under one king, as to lose 
every drop of his blood to hinder him from being 
king of Ireland. 

I shall not presume to vindicate any man^ who 
openly delares he would transgress a statute ; and a 
statute of such importance: but, with the most 
humble submission and desire of pardon for a very 
innocent mistake, I should be apt to think, that the 
loyal intention of the writer, might be at least some 
small extenuation of his crime ; for in this I confess 
myself to think with the drapier. 

I have not been hitherto told of any other ob* 
jections against that pamphlet ; but I suppose, they 
will all appear at the prosecution of the drapier,> 
And I think, whoever in his own conscience be- 
lieves the said pamphlet to be wicked and malicious, 
seditious and scandalous, highly reflecting upon his 
ntuyesty and hb ministers, &c. would do well to dis- 
cover the author (as little a friend as I am to the trade of 
informers) although the reward of 3001. had not been 
tacked to the discover)*. I own, it would be a great 
satisfaction to me to hear the arguments not only of 
judges, but of lawyers upon this case. Because you 
cannot but know, there often happen occasions, 
wherein it would be very convenient that the bulk 
of the people should be informed how they ought 
to conduct themselves ; and therefore it has been 
the wisdom of the English parliaments to be %'ery 
reserved in limiting the press. When a bill is de- 
bating in., either house of pvliament there, nothing 
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is more usual^ than to have the controversy handle^ 
by pamphlets on both sides, without the least ani- 
madversion upon the authors. 

So here, in the case of Mr. Wood and his coin ; 
since the two houses gave their opinion by addresses^ 
how dangerous the currency of that copper would be 
to Ireland, it was, without all question, both law- 
ful and convenient, that the bulk of the people 
should be let more particularly into the nature of the 
danger they were in, and of the remedies that were 
in their own power, if they would have the sense to 
apply them ; and this cannot be more conveniently 
done, than by particular persons, to whom God ha« 
given zeal and understanding sufficient for such an 
undertaking. Thus it happened in the case of that 
destructive project for a bank in Ireland, which was 
brought into parliament a few years ago; and it 
was allowed, that the arguments and writings. of 
Some without doors, contributed very much to re- 
ject it. 

Now I should be heartily glad, if some able law- 
yers would prescribe the limits, how far a private 
man may venture in delivering his thoughts upon 
publick matters : because a true lover of his coun- 
try, may think it hard to be a quiet stander by, and 
an indolent looker on, while a publick errour pre- 
v^ls, by which a whole nation may be ruined. Every 
man who enjoys property, has some share in the 
publick ; and therefore the care of the publick, is, 
in some degree, every such man*s concern. 

To come to particulars ; I could wish to know, 

whether it be utterly unlawful in any writer so 

much as to mention the prerogative; at least so 

far as to bring it iqto doubt upon any point what- 

L 3 soever: 



Digitized by 



Google 



^0fevcY : I i»ib# it is often debated in Wcstmmatet 
ball ; and sir Edward Cpke^ as \ft\\ a» bthert^mi* 
ncnt lawyprs, do frequently handle that subject in 
thieil" books. 

Secondly, how farthifc prtrogatiH ei(tend$ to force 
tbift upon the snbject, Vhich is not stcriing ; suctt 
al5 fcad, brass, copper, iftixt metal, ^hells^ Ijeather; 
fer any othfer materia! ; and fix upon it "^fThatever dcv 
hbmination the crown shall think fit ? 

Thirdly, what is really and truly meant by that 
J)hnise of a depending kingdom, as applied to Ire* 
land, and wherein that dependenty consists ? 

tastly, In whit points, delating to liberty and 
J)roperty, the people of Ireland differ, pr at least 
ought to differ, from those of England. 

If these particulars were prtadc sp f lear that npms 
• could niistake them, it wouTd be of infinite ease and 
use to the kingdom ; and either prevent, ox silence 
all discontefats. 

My lord ^omersi, thp greatest man I ever knew 
6f your robe, and whose thoughts of Ireland dif- 
fered as far as Heaven and earth from those of some 
others among his brethren h^re, lamemed xo me, 
that the prerogative of the crown, or the privileges 
of parliament, should ever be liable to dispute in 
any single branch of eithefr ; by whicli means, he 
said, the publick often suffered great inconvcni-. 
cnces^ whereof he gave me several instances. I pro- 
duce the authority of so eminent a person, to justify 
my desires that some high points rtiight be desired. 

For want of such known ascertainment, how far ^ 
writer may proceed in expressing his good wishes for 
^is country, *a person of the most innocent intentions; 
Tttay possibly, by the oratory and comments of law- 
yer^ 
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yersy be charged with many critnes, which from hi< 
very soul he abhors ; and consequently may be ruin- 
ed in his fortunes, and left to rot among thieves in 
some stiixkiog jail, merely for mistaking the purlieus 
of the law, I have known, in my lifetime, a printer 
prosecuted and convicted for pubhshing a pamphlet*^ 
where the author's intentions, 1 am confident, wer^ 
^ good and innjocem, as tho&e of a martyr at his last 
prayers. I did very lately,< as J thought it my duiy^ 
preach to the people under my injection uppn the 
subject of Mr. Wood's coin ; and although I never 
heard that my sermon gave the least offence, as I am 
sure none was intended, yet, if . it were now printed 
and published, I cannot say, I would ensure it from 
the hands c£ the common hangman;, or my own 
pei[sop from those of a mesaenger. 

I have heard the late chief justice Hcdt affirm, 
that Jul ^all criminal cases, the most favourable in* 
terpcetation should be put upon words, that they can 
possibly bear. You meet the same position asserted 
in many trials for the greatest crimes ; though often 
yery ill practised by the perpetual corruption of 
judges. And I remember at a trial in Kent, where 
sir George Rook was indicted for calling a gentleman 
knave and villain, the lawyer for the defendant, 
brought off his client, by alleging that the words 
jvere not injurious ; for knave in the old and true 
significarion imported only a servant ; and villain in 
Latin is vilfictis, which is no more than a man em- 
ployipd in country labour, or rather a bailif. 

If sir John Holt's opinion were a standard maxim 

• Supposed to be, A Proposal for the Universal Use of Irish.Ma. 
(lufacturcs, writtea by the author 
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for all times and circumstances, any writer, with a 
Y^ snull measure of discretion, might easily be 
safe ; but I doubt, in practice, it has been frequently 
controlled, at least before his time : for I take k to 
be an old rule in law. 

I have read, or heard, a passage of seignior Gre- 
gorio Leti an Italian ; who, being in London, busy- 
ing himself with writing the history of England, tdd 
king Charles the Second, that he endeavoured as 
much as he could to avoid giving offence, but found 
it a thing impossible, although he should have been 
as wise as Solomon. The king answered, that if 
this were the case, he had better employ his rime in 
writing proverbs, as Solomon did : but Leti lay under 
no publick necessity of writing ; neither would Eng- 
land have been one halfpenny the better or th^ 
worse, whether he writ or not. 

This I mention, because I know it will readily bo 
objected, what have private men to do with the pub- 
lick ? what call had a drapier to turn polirician, ta 
meddle in matters of state ? would not his time have 
been better employed in looking to his shop j or hia 
pen, in writing proverbs, elegies, ballads, garlands,, 
and wonders ? he would then have been out of all 
danger oif proclamations and prosecutions. Have wo 
not able magistrates aqd counsellors hourly watching 
over the publick weal ? All this may be true : and yet„ 
when the addresses from both houses of parliament 
against Mr, Wood's halfpence failed of success, if 
some pen had not been employed to inform the people 
how far they might legally proceed in refusing that 
coin, to detect the fraud, the artifice, and insolence 
of the coiner, and to lay open the most ruinous con- 
sequences to the whole kingdom, which would in- 

evitably 
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cvitably follow from the cunency of the s^d com, 
I might appeal to many hundred thousand people^ 
whether any one of them would ever have had the 
courage or sagacity to refuse it. 

If this copper should begin to make its way among 
the common ignorant people, we are inevitably un-* 
done« It is they, who give us the greatest ap- 
prehension, being easily frighted, and greedy to 
swallow misinformations ; for, if every man were 
wise enough to understand his own interest, which is 
every man's principal study, there would be no need of 
pamphlets upon this occasion : but as things stand, 
J have thought it absolutely necessary, from my duty 
to God, my king, and my country, to inform tha 
people, that the proclamation lately issued against 
the drapier, doth not in the least aiFect the case of 
Mr, Wood and his coin ; but only refers to certain 
paragraphs in the drapier*s last pamphlet (not imme- 
diately relating to his subject, nor at all to the merits 
of the cause) which the government was pleased to 
dislike ; so that any man has the same liberty to re- 
ject, to write, and to declare against this coin, which 
he had before : neither is any man obliged to be- 
lieve, that those honourable persons (whereof you 
are the 6rst) who signed that memorable proclama- 
tion against the drapier, have at all changed their 
opinions with regard to Mr. Wood or his coin. 

Therefore, concluding myself to be thus for upon 
a saft and sure foot, I shall continue upon any pro^ 
per occasion, as God enables me, to revive and pre-, 
serve that spirit raised in the nation (whether the 
real author were a real drapier or not is little to the 
purpose) against this horrid design of Mr. Wood ; 
at the same time carefully ^^atching every stroke of/ 

my^ 
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my pen, and venturing only to incujr (he pnblick, 
censure of the woiid^ as a writer, not of my lord 
chief juflrice Whitslied, as a criminal. Wheneirer 
an order shall come out by authority, forbidding a3\, 
men, upon the highest penalties, to offer any thing 
in writing or discourse against Mr. Wood's halfpence^ 
I shall certainly submit* However, if that shouli 
happen, I am determined to be somewhat more than 
the last man in the kingdom to receive them ; be^ 
cause I will never receive them at all ; for, although 
I know how to be silent, I have not yet learned ta 
pay active obedience against my conscience, and the 
publick safety. 

I desire to put a case, which I think the drapie^ 
in some of his books has put before me i although 
not so fiilly as it requires, 

You know the copper halfpence in England are 
coined by th^ publick ; and every piece worth 
pretty near the value of the copper. Now suppose, 
that instead of the publick coinage, a patent had 
been granted to some private obscure person, for 
coining a proportionable quantity of copper in that 
kingdom, to what Mr. Wood is preparing in this i 
and all of it at least five tim^s below the intrinsick 
value ; the current moi^ey qf Englaixd is reckoned 
to be twenty millions; and ours under five hundred 
thousand pounds : by this computation^ as Mr* 
Wood has power to give us 108000 pouads ; so 
the patentee in England, by the same prpportipn, 
might circulate four millions thiee hundred and 
twenty thousand pounds ; beside as much more by 
stealth and .counterfeits. I desire to know firom^ 
you, whether the parliament might not have ad* 
ilressed upon sych an occasion ; what siuccess they 
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probably wovdd have bad ; and how many duapicn^ 
would have risen to pester the world with pam* 
phlets ? yet tbat kiqgdom would jipt be so great a, 
«uffeicr as ou^s in the like cage ; beca^^e their cash 
would not be conveyed into 6)rqgn couotqes^ but 
lie hid in the chests -of cautious thrifty men uati) 
betnr tiioes. Then I desire» for the satiiffaction of 
rise pubbck, that ypu will p)ea3e to i^f^rm me, why 
this country is treated in ^q very difierent a mannetr 
in a pomt x)£ such high importance ; whether it ba 
pn accoqnt of Poining*s act ; of subQrdinatioa ; de* 
pendence ; or any other term of art, whicl^ I ^hal) 
|i0t contest, but am too dull to understafid. 

I am very sensible, that the good or iU success of 
Mr. Wood, will affect you Ipss than any person of 
ponseqaence in the kingdooi; b^pautel hea^'yoii 
lire so prudent as to make all your purchases Ia 
£ngland : and truly so would I, if I h^ money^ 
although >I were to pay a hundred years ptirchase $ 
because I should be glad to possess a freehold, that 
pould not be t^en irom me by any law to whic^ 
I did not eive my own consent ; and where I shoul^ 
liever be jn danger of receiving my rents in mixt copr 
per at the loss of sixteen shillings in the pound. You 
can live in ease and plenty at Pepper-hara in Surrey ; 
and therefore I thought it extremely generous tod 
puBlick spirited in you to be of the ^ii)gdqm*^ side 
in this dispute, by showing without reserve ypu^ dis-r 
approbatioi] of Mr. Wood's design ; at Jeasit if yoi^ 
have been so fiunk to others as yop were tQ me ; 
which indeftd I could not but wonder at, con-- 
fidering how much we differ in <^her points ; an^ 
therefore I could get but few believers, vfhen I at*- 
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tempted to justify you in this article from your ovm 
words. 

I would humbly offer another thought, which I 
do not remember to have fallen under the drapiefs 
observation. If these halfpence should once gain 
admittance, it is agreed, that in no long space of 
time, what by the clandestine practices of the coiner^ 
what by his own counterfeits, and those of others 
either from abroad or at home, his limited quantity 
would be tripled upon us, until there would not be 
a grain of gold or silver visible in the nation. This 
in my opinion would lay a heavy charge upon the 
crown, by creating a necessity of transmitting money 
from England to pay the salaries at least of the prin- 
cipal civil officers: for I do not conceive how a judge 
(for instance) could support his dignity with a thou- 
sand pounds a year in Wood^s coin ; which would 
not intrinsically be worth near two hundred. To 
argue that these halfpence, if no other coin were 
current^ would answer the general ends of commerce 
among ourselves, is a great mistake ; and the drapier 
has made that matter too clear to admit an answer, 
by showing us what every owner of land must be 
forced to do with the products of it in such a distress. 
You may read his remarks at large in his second or 
third letter ; to which I refer you. 

Before I conclude, I cannot but observe, that for 
several months past there have more papers been 
written in this town, such as they are, all upon the 
best publick principle, the love of our country, than 
perhaps has been known in any other nation in so 
short a time : I speak in general from the drapier 
down to the maker of ballads ; and all without any 
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tegard to the common motives of writers; which 
are profit, favour, and reputation. As to profit, I 
am assured by persons of credit, that the best ballad 
upon Mr. Wood will not yield above a groat to the 
author ; and the unfortunate adventurer Harding * 
declares he never made the drapier any present, ex« 
cept one pair of scissars. As to favour, whoever 
thinks to make his court by opposing Mr. Wood, 
is not very deep in politicks. And as to reputation, 
certainly no man of worth and learning would em^ 
ploy his pen upon so transitory a subject, and in so 
obscure a corner of the world, to distinguish himself 
as an author. So that I look upon myself, the dra« 
pier, and my nt^erous brethren, to be all true pa- 
triots in our sever^ degrees. 

Ail that the pubUck can expect for the future, 
as, only to be sometimes warned to beware of Mr. 
Wood's halfpence ; and to be referred for convic- 
tion to the drapier*s reasons. For, a man of the 
most superiour understanding, will find it impossible 
to make the best use of it, while he writes in con- 
straint; peq)etually softening, correcting, or blot* 
ting out expressions, for fear of bringing his prin- 
ter, or himself, under a prosecution from my lord 
chief justice Whitshed. It calls to my remem- 
brance the madman in Don Quixote, who, being 
soiudly beaten by a weaver for letting a stone (which 
he always carried on his shoulder) fall upon a spa- 
niel, apprehended that every cur he met was of the 
,^ame species. 

Fpr these reasons I am convinced, that what I 
have now written will appear low and insipid ; but, 
if it contributes in the least to presence that union 

* The pointer of the drapier's letters. 
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amofhg lis for opposing thb fatal project of lV(r. 
Wood, nay pains will not be altogether lost. 

I sent these papers tci an ehnnent lawyer* (and ye^ 
a man of virtue and learning into the bargain) whol, 
after many altetatitins, returned them hack with as- 
suring mb that they are perfealy innocent $ without 
the least mixture of treason, rebellion, sedition, ma<- 
lice, disaffection, reflecdoj), or wicked insinuatiooi 
whatsoever. 

If the bellman of each parish, as lie goes his cir^ 
tuit, would cry out every night, Past twelve o^clock^ 
JBeware of Wood's halfpence ; it would probably 
cut off the occasion for publishing any more pam- 
phlets ; provided that in country towns it were don^ 
upon market dajns. For my own part, as soon aa it 
shall be determined that it is not against law, I will 
begin the experiment in the liberty of St. Patrick's ; 
and hope my example may be followed in the whole 
tity. But if authority shall thii^k fit to forbid aH 
writings or discourses upon this subject, except sudd 
as are in favour of Mr. Wood, i will obey as iK 
becomes me ; only, when I am in danger of burstingy 
I will go and whisper aimong the reeds, not any 
reflection upon the wisdom of my countrymen ; but 
only these few words, BEWARE OF WOOD'S 
HALFPENCE, I am, with due respect, 

your most obedient, 

Dcancry^housc, humblc servant, 

Oct. 26, 1724^ J, Sj 

♦ This *« eminent lawyer" was Mr. Robert Lindsay, a polite 
and elegant scholar, at that time a celebrated pleader at the bar in 
Dublin, and afterward one of the jadges of the court of common 
pleas, under which title he is named as exequfor to Dr. Swijft'i will. 
An epigram by Mr. Lindsay, with Dr. Swift's answer, first printed 
in <« The Dreamer^" arc in vol* VU. 
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AN HUMBLE 

ADDRESS 

•to 

BOTH HOUSES OF PARLtAMEKt. 

BY M. B. DRAPIER. 

Multa gemens ftagasque suferhi 
Vtctoriik 



1 IlAVE btcn told, that J}ctiti6hs and addresses, tdl 
tither king or parliament*, are the right of every 
subject; provided they consist with that respect; 
Ivhich is due to princes and great assefnblies. Nei- 
ther do I remember, that the modest proposals or 
opinions of private men have been ill received, when 
they have not beeh delivered in the style of advice ; 
which is a presumption far from njy thought*. 
However, if proposals should be looked upon as too 
assuming ; yet I hope, every man may be suffered to 
declare his own and the nation's wishes. For instance; 
I may be allowed to wish, that some farther laws 
were enacted for the advancement of trade, for the 
improvement of agriculture, now strangely neglected^ 

'* It thoold fae*^f either to' king or parliAmeiit. ftp* 
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against the maxims of all wise nations : ibr supplyirig 
the manifest defects in the acts concernmg the plan- 
tation of trees ; for setting the poor to work ; and 
many others. 

Upon this principle I may ventui^e to affirm, it is 
the hearty wish of -the whole nation, very few ex- 
cepted, that the parliament, in this session, would 
begin by strictly examining into the detestable fraud 
of one William Wood, now or late of London, 
hardwareman; who illegally and clandestinely, as 
appears by your own votes and addresses, procured 
a patent in England for coining halfpence in that 
kingdom to be current here. This, I say, is the 
wish of the whole nation, very few excepted ; and 
upon account of those few, is more strongly and 
justly the wish of the rest: those few consisting 
either of Wood*s confederates, some obscure trades^ 
men, or certain bold UNDERTAKERS, bf weak 
judgment and strong ambition, who think to find 
their accounts in the rum of the nation, by securii^ 
or advancing themselves. And because such men 
proceed upon a system of politicks, to which t 
would fain hope you will be always utter strangers, I 
shall humbly lay it before you. 

Be pleased to suppose me in a station of fifteen 
hundred pounds a year, salary and perquisite^ ; and 
likewise possessed of 800L a year real estate. Then 
suppose a destructive project to be on foot ; such 
for instance as this of Wood ; which, if it succeed 
in all the consequences naturally to be expected 
froa^ it, must sink the rents and wealth of the king- 
dom one half, although I am confident, it would 
have done so five sixths : Suppose, I conceive that 
the countenancing, or privately supporting this pro- 
ject 
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jcct, will please those by whom I expect to be pre- 
served, or higher exalted : nothing then remains^ 
but to compute and balance my gain and my loss, 
and sum up the whole. I suppose that I shall keep 
my employment ten years, not to mention the fair 
chance of a better. This at 15001. a year amounts 
in ten years to 15000. My estate by the success of 
the said project sinks 400l. a year ; which, at 
twenty years purchase, is but 8OOOI. so that I am a* 
clear gainer of 7000I. upon the balance. And dur- 
ing all that period I am possessed of power and 
credit, can gratify my favourites, and take vengeance 
on my enemies. And if the project miscarry, my 
private merit is still entire. This arithitietick, as 
horrible as it appears, I knowingly affirm to have 
been practised and applied, in conjunctures whereon 
depended the ruin or safety of a nation : although 
probably the charity and virtue of a senate will 
hardly be induced to believe, that there can be 
such monsters among mankind. And yet the wise 
lord Bacon mentions a sort of people (I doubt the 
race is not yet extinct) who would set a house on 
fire for the convenience of roasting their own eggs at 
the flame. 

But whoever is old enough to remember, and has 
turned his thoughts to observe the course of publick 
affairs in this kingdom from the time of the revolu* 
tion, must acknowledge, that the highest points of 
interest and liberty have been often sacrificed to the 
avarice and ambition of particular persons, upon the 
very principles and arithmetick that I have supposed: 
the only wonder is, how these artists were able to 
prevail upon numbers, and influence even puWick 

Vol. IX. M asscmbUes, 



Digitized by 



Google 



]62 IBTTBB Vir. 

assemblies, io become instruments for effecting their 
execrable designs* 

It is, I think, in all conscience, latitude enough 
fbf vice, if a man in station be allowed to act 
injustice upon the usual principles of getting a bribe, 
wreaking his malice, serving his party, or consulting 
his preferment, while his wickedness terminates in 
the ruin only of particular persons. But to deliver 
tip our whole country, and every living soul who 
inhabits it, to certain destruction, has not, as I re- 
member^ been permitted by the most favotu*able 
casuists on the side of corruption. It were far better, 
that all t(^ho hav^ had the misfortune to be born in 
this kingdom, should be rendered incapable of hold- 
ing any employment whatsoever above the degree of 
a constable (according to the scheme and intention 
of a great minister* gone to his own place) than to 
live under the daily apprehension of a few false 
brethren among ourselves. Because, in the former 
case, we should be wholly free from the danger of 
being betrayed ; since none could then have impu- 
dence enough to pretend any publick good. 

It is true, that in this desperate affair of the new 
halfpence, I have not heard of any man above my 
own degree of a shopkeeper, to have been hitherto so 
bold, as in direct terms to vindicate the fatal project ; 
although I have been told of some very mollifying 
expressions which were used, and very gentle expe- 
dients proposed and handed about, when it first 
. came under debate : but, since the eyes of the peo- 
ple hayc be^n so far opened, that the most ignorant 

• The late carl of Sunderland. 
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can plainly see theif owA rain in the success of 
Wood's attempt^ these grand compounders have been 
more cautious. 

But, that the same spirit still subsists, has mant- 
festly appeared (among other instances of great com- 
pliance) from certain circumstances^ that have at- 
tended some late proceedings in a court of judicature. 
There is not any eonimon place more frequently in- 
sisted on by those who treat of our constitution^ than 
the great happiness and excdlency of trials by juries; 
yet, if this blessed part 6( our law be eludiblc at 
pleasure, by the force of power, frowns, and artifice, 
we shall have little reason to boast of our advantage 
in this particular, over other states or kingdoms in 
Europe. And surely these high proceedings, exer- 
cised in a point that so nearly concerned the life- 
Wood of the people, their necessary subsistence, their 
very food and raiment, and even the publick peace, 
will not allow any favourable appearance ; because it 
was obvious, that so much superabundant zeal could 
have no other design, or produce any other effect, 
than to damp that spirit raised in the nation against 
this accursed scheme of William Wood and his 
abettors ; to which spirit alone we owe, and for ever 
must owe, our being hitherto preserved, and our 
hopes of being preserved for the future, if it can be 
.kept up, and strongly countenanced by your wise 
assemblies. I wish I could account for such a de- 
meanor, upon a more charitable foundation, than 
that of putting our interest in over balance with the 
ruin of our country. 

I remember some monthsr ago, when this affair 
was fresh in discourse, a person nearly allied to 
SOMEBODY, or (as the hawkers called him> 

M2 NOBODY, 
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NOBODY, who was thought deeply concerned, 
went about very diligently among bts acquaintance, 
to show the bad consequences that might follow, 
from any publick resentment, to the disadvantage 
of his ally, Mr. Wood; principally alleging the 
danger of all employments being c^sposed of from 
England. One of these emissaries came to me, 
and urged the same topick : I answered naturally, 
that I knew there was no office of any kind, which 
a man from England might not have if he thought 
it wohh his asking t and that I looked upon all 
who had the disadvantage of being born here, as 
only in the conditions of leasers and gleaners. Nei- 
ther could I forbear mentioning the known fable of 
[ the countryman, who entreated his ass to fly, for 
fear of being taken by the enemy ; but the ass 
refused to give himself that trouble, and upon a very 
wise reason ; because be could not possibly change 
his present master for a worse : the enemy could not 
make him Ikre harder, beat him more CrueSy, or 
load him with heavier burdens. 

Upon these, and many other considerations^ I may 
affirm it to be the wish of the whole nation, that the 
power and privileges of juries were declared, ascer- 
tained, and confirmed by the legislature ; and that 
whoever has been manifesdy known to violate them^ 
might be stigmadafied by publick censure ; not from 
any hope that such a censure will amend their prac- 
tices, or hurt their inteltst (for it ihay probably ope- 
rate quite contrary in both) but that the nation may 
know their enemies, from their friends. 

I say not this with any regard or view to myself; 
ibr I wnte in great security ; and am resolved that 
jQone shall merit at my expense, farther than by 
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showing their zeal to discover, prosecute^ i^ bon^ 
demn cne, for endeavoiuing to do my duty in servihg 
my country : and yet I am conscious to myself, that 
I never had the least intention to reflect on his ma^ 
jesty's ministers, nor on any other person, except 
William Woocl, whom I neither did, nor do yet 
conceive to be of that number. However, some 
would have it, that I went too hx ; but I suppose 
they will now allow themselves mistaken. I am 
sure I might easily have gone &rther, and I think I 
could not easily have fared worse. And therefore I 
was no farther affected with their proclamatioh, and 
subsequent proceedings^ than a good clergyman is^ 
ViUth the sins of the people. And as to the poor 
printer, he is now gone to appear before a higher, and 
before a righteous tribunal* 

As my intention is only to lay before your great 
assemblies the general wishes of the nation ; and as I 
have already declared it our prindpal wish, that your 
first proceeding would be to examine into the perni- 
cious fraud of William Wood ; so I must add, as 
the universal opinion, that all schemes of commuta^ 
tion, composition, and the like expedients, either 
avowed or implied, will be of the most pernicious 
consequences to the publick ; against the dignity of 
a free kingdom; and prove an encouragement to 
future adventurers, in the same destructive projects.. 
For it is a maxim, which no man at present disputes, 
that even a connivance to admit one thousanc^ 
pounds in these halfpence, will produce, in time, 
the same ruinous effects, as if we openly consented 
to admit a million. It were therefore infinitely more 
ftife and eligible to leave things in the doubtful, me^ 
lancholy state they are at present (which however 

m3 God 
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God ibrbid) and tnist entirely to the general averaicm 
of our people against thi» coin, using all honest endea* 
vours to preserve, continue, and ijiciease that aver* 
sion, than submit to apply those palliatives, which 
weak, perfidious, or abject politicians, are, upon all 
occasions, and in all diseases, so ready to administer. 

In the small compass of my reading (which how- 
ever has been more extensive than is usual to men 
of my inferiour calling) I have observed that griev- 
ances have always preceded supplies; and if ever 
grievances had a title tp such a preeminence, it 
must be this of Wood ; because it is not only the 
greatest grievance that any country could suffer, but 
a grievance of such a kind, that if it should take 
effect, tvould make it impossible for us to give any 
supplies at all, except in adulterate copper ^ unless 
a tax were laid for paying the civil and military Ikts, 
and the large pensions, with real commodities instead 
of money ; which however might be liabk to. soma 
few objections as well as difficulties r for, although 
the common soldiers might be content with beef 
and mutton,' and wool, and malt, and leather p yet 
I am in some doubt as to the generals, the colonels, 
the numerous pensioners, the civil officers and others^ 
who all live in England upon Irish pay, as well as 
those fiew who reside among us only because they^ 
cannot help it. 

There is one particular, which although I have 
mentioned more than once in some of my former 
papers, yet I cannot forbear to repeat, and a little 
enlarge upon it ; because I do not remember to have 
read or heard of the like in the history of any age or; 
country ; neither do I ever reflect upon it without 
the utmost astonishment. 

After 
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After the unanimous addresses to his sacred ipa- 
jesty against this patent of Wood, from both houses 
of parliament, which are the three estates of the 
kingdom ; and likewise an address from the privy 
council, to whom,undcr the chief governors, the whole 
administration is intrusted ; the matter is referred to 
a committee of council in London. Wood, and his 
adherents are heard on one side ; and a few volun- 
teers, without any trust 6r direction from hence, on 
the other. The question (as I remember) chiefly 
turned upon the want of halfpence in Ireland : wit- 
nesses are called on the behalf of Wood, of what 
credit I have formerly shown : upon the issue, the 
patent is found good and legal ; all his majesty's 
officers here (not excepting the military) commanded 
to be aiding and assisting tp make it effectual ; the 
addresses of both houses of parliament, of the privy 
council, and of the city of Dublin, the declarations 
of most counties and corporations through the king* 
dom, are altogether laid aside, as of no weight, con- 
sequence, or consideration whatsoever; and the whole 
kingdom of Ireland nonsuited in default of ap- 
pearance ; as if it were 4 private cause between John 
Doe, plaintiff^ and William Roe, defendant. 

With great respect to those honourable persons, 
the committee of council in London, I have ncft: 
understood them to be our governors, counsellors, 
or judges. Neither did our case turn at all upon 
the question, whether Ireland wanted halfpence. 
For there is no doubt, but we do want both half- 
pence, gold, and silver; and we have numberless 
other wants, arid some that we are not so much as 
allowed to name, although they are peculiar to this 
nation ; to which no other is subject^ whom God 
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has blessed with religion and laws, or any degr^ of 
scnl and sonshine : but for what demerits on our side 
1 am altogedier in the dark. 

But I do not remember that our want of halfpence, 
was either affirmed, or dented, in any of our ad- 
dresses or declaratioos against those ci Wood. We 
alleged the fraudulent obtaining and executing of 
his patent ; the baseness <tf his metal ; and the pro- 
digious sum to be coined, which might be increased 
by stealth, from foreign importation, and his own 
counterfeits, as well as those at home ; whereby we 
must infallibly lose all our little gold and silver, and 
all our poor remainder of a very limited and discou- 
raged trade. We urged, that the patent was passed 
without the least reference hither; and without 
mention of any security given by Wood to receive 
his own halfpence upon demand ; both which are 
contrary to all former proceedings in the like cases. 
These and many other arguments we offered ; but 
still the patent went on, and at this day our ruin 
would have been half completed, if God in hb 
mercy had not raised a universal detestation of these 
halfpence in the whole kingdom, with a firm re- 
solution never to receive thraa, since we^are not 
under obligations to do so; by any law, either hu- 
man or divine. 

But in the name of (rod, and of all justice and 
piety, when the king's majesty was pleased that 
this patent should pass, is it not to be understood^ 
that he conceived, believed, and intended it as a 
gracious act, for the good and benefit of his sub- 
jects, for the advantage of a great and fruitful king- 
dom ; of the most loyal kingdom upon earth, whtre 
no hand or voice was ever lifted up against him ; & 

kingdom. 
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k in gd o m^ where the passage is not 6f three hours 
from Britain, and a kingdom where papists have 
less power and less land than in England ? can it be 
deni^, or doubted, that his majesty^s ministers un- 
derstood apd proposed the same end, the good of 
this nation, when they advised the passing of this 
patent ? can the person of Wood be otherwise re- 
gaided, than as the instrument, the mechanick, the ' 
bead workman, to prepare his furnace, his fuel, his 
metal, and his stamps ) if I employ a shoeboy, is it 
in view to liis advantage, or to my own convenience ? 
I mention the person of William Wood alone ; be- 
cause no other appears, and we are not to reason upon 
surmises ; neither would it avail, if they had a real 
foundation. 

Allowing therefore (for we cannot do less) that 
^is patent for the coining of h|ilfpence was wholly 
intended l^^ a gracious king, and a wise publick* 
spirited ministry, for the advantage of Ireland ; yet 
when die whole kingdom to a man, for whose good 
the patent was designed^ do, upon maturest consi« 
deration, universally join in openly declaring, pro- 
testing, addressing, petitioning against these half- 
pence, as the most ruinous project that ever was set 
on foot, to complete the slavery and destruction of 
a poor innocent country : is it, was it, can it, or will 
it ever be a question, not, whether such a kingdom 
or William Wood, should be a gainer ; but whether 
such a kingdom should be wholly undone, destroyed, 
sunk, depopulated, made a scene of misery and de- 
solation, for the sake of William Wood ? God of 
his infinite mercy avert this dreadful judgment ! and 
it is our universal wish, that God would put it 

into 
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into your hearts^ to be his iastruments for ao good 
a work* 

For my own part, who am but one man, of ob- 
scure condition, I do solemnly declare, in the pre- 
sence of Almighty God, that I will suffer the most 
ignominious and torturing death, rather than sub- 
mit to receive this accursed coin, or any other that 
shall be liable to these objections, until they shall 
be forced upon me. by a law of my own country; 
and, if that shall ever happen, I will transport my- 
self into some foreign land, and eat the bread of po- 
verty among a free people. 

. Am I legally punishable for these expressions ^ 
shall another proclamation issue against me, because 
I presume to take my country's part against William 
Wood, where her final destruction is intended i But 
whenever you shall plea&e to impose silence upoa 
me, I will submit ; because I look upon your una- 
nimous voice to be the voice of the nation ; and this 
I have been taught, and do believe, to be in some 
manner the voice of God. 

The great ignominy of a whole* kingdom lyings 
so long at mercy under so vile an adversary, is such 
a deplorable aggravation, that the utmost expressiona 
of shame and rage are too low to set it forth : and 
therefore I shall leave it to receive such a resentment^ 
as is worthy of a parliament. 

It is likewise our universal wish, that his majesty 
should grant liberty to coin halfpence in this king- 
dom for our own use, under such restriction a& a 
parliament here shall advise : since the power of 

• It should be,—* of a whole kingdom's lyings' lie. 
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coimng even gold and silvaer, is possessed by every 
petty prince abroad ; and was dways pcactised by 
Scodand to the very time of the union : yet surely 
Scotlsmd, as to soil, cliaiate, and extent, is not in 
itself a fourth part the value of Irehad, for bishop 
Burnet says, it is not above the fortieth part in value 
to the rest of &itain ; and with respect to the profit 
that England gains from hence, not the forty thou- 
sandth part. Although I must confess, that a mote 
in the eye, or a thorn in the side, is more dangerous 
and painful, than a beam or a spike at a distance. 

The histories of England, and of most other coun- 
tries, abound in relating the miserable, and some- 
times the most tragical effects from the abuses of coin 
by debasing the metal, by lessening or enhancing 
the value upon occasions, to the publick loss; of 
which we have an example within our own memory 
in England, and another very lately in France. It 
is the tenderest point of government, affecting every 
individual in the highest degree. When the value 
ofmoney is arbitrary or unsettled, no man can well 
be said to have any property at all ; nor is any 
wound so suddenly felt, so hardly cured, or that 
leaves such deep and lasring scars behind it. 

I conceive this poor unhappy island to have a 
title to some indulgence from England; not only 
upon the score of Christianity, natural equity, and 
the general rights of mankind, but chiefly on ac- 
count of that immense profit they, receive from us ; 
without which, that kingdom would make a very 
difl^rent figure in Europe, from what it does at 
present. 

The rents of land in Ireland, since they have been 
of late so enormously raised and screwed up, may 
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be computed to about two millions ; whereof One 
third part at least is directly transmitted to those who 
are perpetual absentees in England ; as I find by A 
computation made with the assistance of sereral 
skilful gendemen. 

The other articles, by which we are altogether 
losers and England a gainer, we found to amount to 
almost as much more. 

I will only set down as many heads of them as 
I can remember, and leaye them to the consideration 
of those who understand accounts better than I pre^ 
tend to do. 

The occasional absentees, for business, health, or 
diversion. 

Three fourths of the revenue of the chief governor, 
during his absence ; which is usuaUy four fifths of 
his government. 

The whole revenue of the post office. 

The numerous pensions paid to persons in 
England. 

The pay of the chief ofHcers of the army absent 
in England, which is a great sum. 

Four commissioners of the revenue, always absent. 

Civil employments very niunerous, and of great 
income. 

The vast charge of appeals to the house of lords^ 
and to the court of delegates. 

Students at the inns of court, and the two uni- 
versities. 

Eighty thousand pounds sent yearly to England 
&xr coals : whereof the prime cost is nothing, and 
thereforenhe profit wholly theirs. 

One hundred thousand pounds paid several years 
past for corn sent over hither from England ; the 

efFcct 
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effect of our own great wiadom in discoomgiog agri-- 
Culture. 

The kind liberty granted us of wearing Indian 
stuffs^ and calicoes, to gratify the vanity and folly 
of our women ; which, beside the profit to England, 
is ail inconceivable loss to us, forcbg the weavers 
to beg tn our streets, or transport themselves to fb* 
re^n countries. 

The prodigious loss to us, and gain to England, 
by selling them all our wool at their own rates ; 
whereof the manufacture exceeds above ten times the 
prime cost : a proceeding without example in the 
christian or heathen world. 

Our own wool returned upon us in English manu- 
factures, to our infinite shame and damage^^ and the 
great advantage of England. 

The full profit of all mines accruing to England ; 
an eifect of great negligence and stupidity. 

An afiectation among us of liking all kind of goods 
IDtde in England. 

These and many other articles, which I cannot 
recollect at present, are agreed by judicious men to 
amount to near seven hundred thousand pounds per 
ofm. clear {»Y)fit to England*. And upon the whole, 
let imy man look into those authors who wrijfe upon 
the subject of commerce, he shall find, that there 
is not one single article in^ the essentials or circum- 
stances of trade, whereby a country can be a loser, 
which we do not possess in the highest perfection ; 
somewhat in every particular, that bears a kind of 

* Many of the above articles have been since particuUrly com. 
pated in <' A List of the Absentees of Ireland, and the yearly 
^ Vahxe of their Estates and Incomes spent abroad* By Thomas 
*♦ Priofv esquiic." 
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analogy to William Wood ; and now the brahcheft 
are all cut ofi^ he stands ready with his axe at the 
root. 

Upon this subject of perpetual absentees I have 
spent some time in very insignificant reflections ; and 
considering the usual motives of humah actions, 
which are pleasure, profit, and ambition, I c^not 
yet comprehend how those persons find their account 
in any of the three. I speak not of those English 
peers or gentlemen, who, beside their estates at 
home, have possessions here, for in that case the 
matter is desperate ; but I mean those lordsj and 
wealthy knights, or squires, whose birth, and partly 
their education, and sdl their fortune (except some 
trifle, and that in a very few instances) are in this 
kingdom. I knew many of them well enough 
during several years, when I resided in England ; 
and truly I could not discover that the figure they 
made, was by any means a subject for envy ; at 
least it gave me two very different passions. For, 
excepring the advantage of going now and then to 
an opera, or sometimes appearing behind a crowd at 
court, or adding to the ring of coaches in Hyde 
Park, or losing their money at the chocdate house, 
pr getting news, votes, and minutes about five days 
before us in Dublin ; I say, beside these, and a few 
other privileges of less importance, their temptations 
to live in London were beyond my knowledge or 
conception. And I used to wonder, how -a man of 
birth and spirit, could endure to be wholly insignifi- 
cant and obscure in a foreign countr}% when he might 
live with lustre in his own ; and even at less than 
half that expense, which he strains himself to make 
without obtaining any one end, except. that which 
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happened to the frog, when he would needs, contend 
for size with the ox. I have been told by scholars, 
that Caesar said he would rather be the first nuui in 
I know not what vilUge, than the second in Rome. 
This perhaps was a thought only fit for Caesar : but 
to be preceded by thousands, and neglected by 
millions; to be wholly without power, figure, in- 
fluence, honour, credit, or distinction, is not in nsy 
poor opinion a very amiable situation of life, to a per- 
son of title or wealth, who can so cheaply and easily 
shine in his native country. 

But, beside the depopulating of the kingdom, 
leaving so many parts of it wild and uncultivated, 
the ruin of so many country seats and plantations, 
the cutting down of all the woods to supply expenses 
in England; the absence of so many noble and 
wealthy persons, has been the cause of another fatal 
consequence, which few perhaps have been aware 
of. For, if that very considerable number of Idrds, 
who possess the amplest fortunes here, had been con- 
tent to live at home, and attend the affairs of their 
own country in parliament ; the weight, reputation, 
and dignity thereby added to that noble house, 
would, in all human probability, have prevented 
certain proceedings, which are now ever to be la- 
mented, because they never can be remedied : and 
we might have then decided our own properties 
among ourselves, without being forced to travel five 
hundred miles by sea and land to another kingdom 
for justice, to our uifinite expense, vexation^ and 
trouble ; which is a mark of servitude without ex- 
ample from the practice of any age or nation in the 
world. 

I have sometimes wondered^ upon . what motives 

the 
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the peerage of England were so desirous to deter-^ 
mine our coitfroTcrsies ; because I hart been assured, 
and partly know, that the frequent appeals from 
hence have been very irksome to that illustrious 
body: and whoever has frequented the painted cham- 
ber and courts of requests, must have observed, that 
they are never so nobly filled, as when an Irish a{^ 
peal is under debate. 

The peers of Scotland, who are very numeiouSi 
were content to reside in their castles and houses in 
that bleak and barren climate ; and although some 
of them made frequent joumies to London, yet I 
do not remember any of their greatest fiuntlies, till 
very lately, to have made England their constant 
habitation before the union : or, if they did, I am 
sure it was generally to their own advantage ; and 
whatever they got, was employed to cultivate and 
increase their own estates ; and by that means eiuich 
themselves and their country. 

As to the great number of rich absentees undeif 
the degree of peers ; what particular ill effects tbehf 
absence may have upon this kingdom, beside those 
already mentioned, may pechaps be too tender af 
point for me to touch. But whether those who live 
in another kingdom upon great estates here, and havd 
Idst all r^ard to their own country, farther than 
upon account of the revenues they receive from it i 
1 say, whether such persons may not be prevailed on 
to recommend others to vacant seats, who have no 
interest here except a precarious employment, and 
consequently can have no views,, but to preserve 
what they have got, or to be higher advanced : this, 
I am sure, is a very melancholy question^ if it be a 
question at all. 

But, 
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' Bat, beside the prodigious profit which England 
deceives, by the transmittal thither of two thirds of 
the revenues of this whole kingdom, it has another 
mighty advantage^ by making pur country a re« 
ceptacte, wherein to disburden themselves of their 
supernumerary pretenders to offices ; persons of se- 
OMxi rate merit in their own country, who, like birds 
of passage, most of them thrive and fatten here, and 
fly oflF when their credit and employments are at ai) 
end. So that Ireland may justly say, what Luther 
said of himself, POOR Ireland makes many rich. . 
If amid all our difficulties I should venture to 
assert, that we have one great advantage, provided 
we could improve it as we ought, I believe most 
of my readers would be long in conjecturing what 
possible advantage could ever fall to our share. How- 
evcr> it is certain, that all the regular seeds of party 
and faction among us are enrirely rooted out ; and if 
any new ones shall spring up, they must be of equi- 
vocal generation, without any ^eed at all ; and wiU 
justly be imputed to a degree of stupidity, beyond 
even what we have been ever charged with upon the 
score of our birthplace and climate. 

The parties in this kingdom (including those of 
modem date) are, first, of those who have been 
charged or suspected to favour the pretender ; and 
those who were zealous opposers of him. Secondly, 
of those who were for and against a toleration of dis- 
senters by law. Thirdly, of high and low church ^ 
or (to speak in the cant of the times) of whig an4 
tory. And fourthly, of court and country. If there 
be. any more, they are beyond my observation or 
politicks : for, as to subaltern or occasional parties, 
VoL.JX. N thqr 
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diey h&vt fettn all deriTaidofis fiom the sime Ofii 
ginals. 

Novr it b maotft^^ f htt all these incitements ta 
faction^ P^^> ^^ ditisioD, are whdiy removed 
frcnn among m. Fw, as to the {>fetender, his 
tause is both despemtt «nd obsolete : there are very 
few now alive, who weit men m his &ther*s time^ 
Und in that prince's interest ; and in all othen^ the 
obligation of conscience has no place i even the 
papists in general, of any substance or estates, and 
their priests almosl univetNLlly are what we cadi 
whigs, in the sense which by that word is genendly 
understood. They feel the snuut, and see the scan 
of their former wounds ; and very well know, that 
they must be made a sacrifice to the least attempts 
toward a change; although it cannot be doubted 
that they would be glad to have their supersutiofs 
restored, under any prince whatsoever. 

Secondly, the dissenters arc now tolerated by laWf 
neither do we observe any murmurs at present from 
that quarter, except those reasonable complaints they 
make of persecution, because they are excluded from 
civil employments; but their number being very 
small in either house of parliament, they are not yet in 
a situation to erect a party : because, however indif- 
ferent men may bt with regard to rel^on^ they are 
^ow grown wise enough to know, that if sfuch a lati- 
tude' were allowed to dissenters, the few small em*- 
ployments left us in cities and ccMrporations, would! 
"find other hands to lay hold on them. 

Thifdly, the dispute between high and low church 
is now at an end ; two thirds of the bishops having 
lieen jpmmoted in this reign, and most of them from 
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fihgand^ who have bestowed All prtferments in 
their gift td those they could well confide in t 
The deaneries all, except three, and ttuhj priAcipd 
chtirch Uvings, ans in the doliation of the crown s so 
that we already possess such a body of tkrgy, as will 
lierer engage iii eoniroveniy upon that antiquated 
afld exploded subject. 

Lasdy, as to court ahd cdumry pafdes, so famous 
Md avowed under most reigns iii English parlia* 
tttents : this kingdom has liot^ for several years 
past, been a proper scene, whereon to exercise suck 
C6ntentions; and is now less proper than evef; 
many great employments for life being in distant 
hands, and the reversions diligently watched and 
secured ; the temporary ones of any inviting value, 
are all bestowed elsewhere, as &st as they drop ; and 
the few remaining, are of too low consideration, to 
create contests about them, except among younger 
brothers, or tradesmen like thyself* And therefore, 
to institute a court and country party without ma- 
terials, would be a very new system in politicks, 
and what I believe was never thought on before : 
l^or, unless in a nation of idiots, can eve^ succeed ; 
for the mott ignorant Irish cottager will not sell his 
cow for a groat. 

Therefore I conclude, that all patty and faction, 
with regard to publick proceedings, are how extin- 
guished in this kingdom ; neither does it appear in 
view how they can possibly revive, unless some new 
causes be administered ; which cannot be done, with- 
out crossing the interests of those, who are the greatest 
* gainers by continuing the same measures. And ge- 
neral calamities without hope of redress, are allowed 
to be the great uniters of mankind. 

N 2 However 
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However we may dislike the causes, yet this effect 
of begetting a xmiversal concord among us, hi all 
narional debates, as well as in cities, corporations, 
land country neighbourhoods, may keep us at least 
alive, and in a condition to eat the little bread al*- 
lowed us, in peace and amity. I have heard of a 
quarrel in a tavern, where all were at daggers draw* 
ing, till one of the company cried out, desiring to 
know the subject of the quarrel ; which when none 
of them could tell, they put tip their swords, sat 
down, and passed the rest of the evening in quiet. 
The former part has been .our case, I hope the latter 
will be so too ; that we shall sit down amicably to- 
:gether, at least until we have something that may 
give us a title to fall out, since nature has instructed 
even a brood of goslings to stick together, while the 
«kite is hovering over their heads. 

It is certain, that a firm union in any country^ 
where every man wishes the same thing with relation 
to the publick, may, in several points of the greatest 
importance, in some measure supply the defect of 
power, and even of those rights, which arc the na- 
tural and undoubted inheritance of mankind. If 
the universal wish of the nation upon any point were 
declared, by the unanimous vote of the house of 
commons, and a reasonable number of lords, I 
should think myself obliged in conscience to act in 
my sphere according to that vote ; because in all free 
nations, I takethe proper definition of law, to be 
the will of the majority of those who have the pro- 
perty in land ; which, if there be a monarchy, is 
to be confirmed by the royal assent. And although 
. such votes or declarations, have not received such a 
confirmation for. certain accidental reascKis; yet I 
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think they ought to be of much weight with the 
subject, provided tbey neither oppose the king's 
prerogative^ endanger the peace of the nation, nqr 
infringe any law already in force ; none, of which 
however can reasonably be supposed. Thus for in- 
stance, if nine in ten of the house of commons, and 
^ reasonable number of native temporal peers, should 
declare, that whoever received or uttered brass coin, 
except under certain limitations and securities, should 
be deemed as enemies to the king and the nation ; 
I should think it a heinous sin in myself to act con* 
trary to such a vote : and if the same power, should 
declare the same censure, against those who wore 
Indian stuffs and callicoes, or woollen manufactures 
ipiported from abroad, whereby this nation is re- 
duced to the lowest ebb of misery, I should readily, 
heartily, and cheerfully pay obedience ; and to my 
utmost power persuade others to do the like : be- 
cause there is no law of this land obliging us either 
to receive such coin, or to wear such foreign ma<^ 
nu&ctures. 

Upon this last article I could humbly wbh, that 
the reverend the clergy would set us an example, by 
contenting themselves with wearing gowns and 
other habiliments of. Irish dn^ry; which^ as it 
would be some incitemeijit to the laity, and set 
many hands to work, so they would find their ad- 
vantage in die cheapness, which is a circumstance 
not to be neglected by too many among that vene- 
rable body. A^d in order to this I could heartily 
desire that the most ingenious artists of the weaving 
trade, would contrive some decent stuffs and silk for 
clergymen at reasonable rates. 
I have pressed several of our most substantial bre- 

N 3 thrcn, 
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thren, that the whole corporation of weavers in stlk 
and woollen, woiald fmblteh apmie proposals (I m^ 
they would do it Co both houses of parliament) in** 
vitin^ persons of all de^eef , and of both sexes^ to 
wear the woollen and silk mamifiurtures of our own 
country; ento'ing into solemn, mutual engage-^ 
ments, that the buyer shall have good, substantial, 
merchantable ware for his money, and at a certain 
Mte, without the trouble of cheapening : so that if I 
sent a child for a piece of s^ilFof a particular c<doup 
and fineness, I should be sure not to be deceived ; or, 
if I had reason to complain, the corporation should 
give me immediate satisfiicdmi ; and the name of the 
tiadesman, who did me the wrong, should be pub- 
lished, and warning given not to deal with h^tn for 
the future ; unless the matter plainly appeared to be 
^ mistake ; for, beside the trouble of going from 
shop to shop, an ignorant customer runs the hazard 
of being cheated in the price and goodness of what 
he buy^, being forced to an unequal combat, with 
a dextrous and dishonest roan in his own calling. 
Thus our goods fall under a general disreputation ; 
and th? gentry call for English cloth, or silk, fron^ 
an opinion they have (and often too justly by our 
own faults) that the goodness more than makes up 
(or the difi^nce of pnce^ 

Besides, it has been the sottish and ruinous pmc-^ 
tice of us tradesmen, upon any great demand of 
goods, either at home or from abroad, to raise the 
prices immediately, and manufacture the said goods^ 
more slightly and fraudulently than before. 

Of this foul and foolish proceeding, too many in- 
stances might be produced ; and I cannot forbear 
mentioning one, whereby this poor kingdom has re- 
ceived 
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allowed us of aiiy importance, that nothing but the 
success of Wood's project ccfuld outdo it. During 
tibfi late league in Fntnce^ the Spaniards^ who Imy- 
^Ir linen cloths in that luogdooa, not daring to^ 
ve&ture tbiHier for fear of iofection^ a very gscati 
demand wis made here for that coounoditj^ and ex-. 
ported to Spain : but, whether by the ignorance of 
^ merchants, or di^onesty of the northern weavdts^ 
^ the collusioft of both> the ware was so bad, and 
the price m e^cesakive, that except some small quan^ 
tity which was sold below the prime cost, the gieat^ 
est part was returned : and I have been told by very» 
intelUg^it pefsons^ that if we had be^n fair dealers^ 
ti^ whole current of the lino^ trade to Spain, would 
have taken its course from hence. 

If any punisbsneot were to be inflicted on num^ 
hm of n»en, surely there couU none be thought toa 
gieai fbr such a race of tiattors, and enemies to God 
aiid tiieif country ; who for th^ pro^>ect of a bttlo 
present gain, do not only ruin themselves (for tha| 
aktfie wouM be aa exan^le to the itst, and a bles- 
SMkg to the nation) hut seU their souls to Hell, and 
their country to destnictioQu And if the plague 
could have bei^ confined only to those who wem 
pavtakof^ iu the guilt, bad it tiaveUed hither from 
Marseilles, thoae wishes would hare died witb 
km title to pity, than a highwayman going to tko 
gaUows* 

But it happMS very unluckily^ that for some time 
psst, all endeaTOurs or proposals from private person's 
to advance the public^ service, however honestly 
mid ianocendy designed, have beea called pltikq 
in ms KXiio*a facb ; and this to my knowledge 
N 4 bss 
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has been the style of some persons, whose ancestors, 
(I mean those among them who had any) and them- 
selves, have been flying in princes faces these four- 
score years ; and from their own inclinations would 
do so still, if their interest did not lead them rather 
to fly in the face of a kingdom, which has given 
them wings to enable them for such a flight. 

Thus, about four years ago, when a discourse was 
published endeavouring to persuade our people to 
wear their own woollen manufactures, full of the 
most dutiful expressions to the king, and without 
the least party hint, it was termed flying in the king*s 
face; the printer was prosecuted in the manner we 
all remember, and I hope it will somewhere be re- 
membered farther, the jury kept eleven hours, and 
sent back nine times, till they were under the 
necessity of leaving the prisoner to the mercy of 
the court, by a special verdict ; the judge on the 
bench invoking God for his witness, when he as* 
sorted that the autbor*s design was to bring in the 
{pretender. 

And thus also my own poor endeavours, to pre- 
%xnt the ruin of my country, by the admission of 
Wood's coin, were called by the same persons, flying 
in the king's face; which I directly deny: for I 
cannot allow that vile representation of the royal 
countenance, in William Wood's adulterate copper, 
to be his sacred majesty's face ; or, if it were, my 
flying was not against the impression, but the base-* 
ness of the metal ; because I well remembered, that 
the image which Nebuchadnezzar commanded to be 
set up for all men to fall down and worship it, was 
not of coppBR, but pure gold. And I am heartily 
sorry we have so few royal images of that metd 
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among us; the sight whereof^ although it could' 
hardly increase our veneration for his majesty, which 
is already so great^ yet would very much enliven it 
with the mixture of comfort and satis&ction. 

Alexander the Great would suffer no statuary, 
except Phidias, to carve his image in stone or metal. 
How must he have treated such an operator as Wood, 
who goes about with sackfols of dross, odiously 
misrepresenting his prince's countenance ; and would 
force them by thousands upon every one of us at 
above six times the value 1 

But notwithstanding all that has been objected by 
William Wood himself, together with his favourers,- 
abettors, supporters, either publick or private; by 
those who connive at this project, or discountenance 
his opposers, for fear of lessening their favour, or ha^ 
zarding their employments ; by those who endeavour, 
to damp the spirit of the people,.,raised i^nst thts^ 
coin, or check the honest zeal of such, as by their 
writings or discourses do all they can to keep it op % 
by those softeners, sweeteners, compounders, and 
expedientmongers, who shake their heads so 
strongly that we can hear their pockets jingle ; I did 
never imagine, that in detecting the practices of such 
enemies to the kingdom, I was flying in the king*s 
face ; or thought they were better reprcsenters of his 
majesty, than that very coin, for which they are se- 
cret or open advocates. 

If I were allowed to recite only those wishes of 
the nation, which may be in our power to attain, 
I think they might be summed up in these few 
following. 

Firsts that an end might be put to our apprehen* 
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81003 of Wood*i htlfpto€«9 ind to any ganger of tli0 
like destructive schttue for the future. 

Stcoadly* th«t halfpence mig^t be coined in ^ii$ 
kingdom by • publick mint, with due limitttioB^. 

Thirdly* that the ^en^e of both hou^s of parliaui 
ipeBft M If eat o( the house of commons^ were de« 
clared by some unanimous and hearty votes, against 
wearing any silk or woollen manuBurtures imported 
fifom abroad ; aa likewise agiun^t wearing Indian silka 
or calicoeSf which are forbidden under the highest . 
penalties in England : and it behoves us to take ey« 
apiple iix>m so ^se a nation ; because we are under 
a greater necessity to do soj since we are not allowed 
to e^cport any woollen n^anu^ctures of our owni 
which \$ the principal branch of foreign trade in 
England. 

Fourthly! that some effectual methods may be 
taken, to eiviliae the poorer sort of our natives, in: 
all thoM parti of thi» kingdom «^herc the Irish 
abound, by introducing among them o«r Unguaga 
and cu4tOPaa*; for want of which, they live in tbo 
utmost ignorance, barbarity, and poverty, giving 
diemselves wholly up to idleness, nastiness, and 
thievery, Iq the very great and just reproach pf toQ 
many landlords. Andf ^ I had in me the least 
spirit of a projeetor^ I would engage, that thia 

* Since this bint was suggested, several useful seminaries ha^e 
been instituted, under the name of << Charter Working Schools'^ 
*'}n Inland, sopperted by the royal bensbeiioa of a thousand 
psqadssyssTj by 4 tax on h^wkm aqd psdli^i, iifid by voliinSBfy 
spbscnptiim. Thene scboqU are &i c^e education pf bQ^s M 
girls bom of popish parents ; in most of theroj the children m^na-' 
facture their own clothing, and thfboys are employed in mattert 
Ithtire tp tesbaadry* 
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might be cffccMd in a6w yam 4t a^ery iMoniidaP* 
mUe chai^. 

FIftKlf) thit due encounigftnietit thoald hf given 
to agticukitre ; and a stop put to that pevnicioiu 
practice of gnxiefs engfoiang vast quantitiea of land> 
aometifnes at great distance ; whereby the country 
is extremely depopulated. 

Sixthly, that the defects in those acts for plants 
ing forest trees, might be iuUy supplied, aince they 
have hitherto been wholly inefiectml, except about 
l^c deqEiesnes of a few gentlenaen ; and even them 
in gepeml, very unskilimiy made, and diriving ae-.' 
cdrdingty, Ncidier hu there yet been due caie 
ukco to preserve what is planted, or to encleso 
grounds; not one hedge in a hundred coming te 
Kuturity, for want <tf fkill and industry, Tbo 
neglect of copsing woods cut ^own, has likeenso 
been of very ill consequence. And if men werq 
restrained from that unlimited liberty of cutting 
down their o«|rn woods, before the proper tinve, as 
they are in some other countries, it would be a 
mighty benefit to the kingdom, Fbr, I beHeve, 
there is not another example in Europe, of such a 
prodigious quantity of excellent timber cut down in 
so short a time, with so little advanti^e to the coun* 
try, either in shipping or building. 

I may add that absurd practice of cutting turf 
without any regularity ; whereby grf at quantities 
of restorable land are made utterly desperate, aumy 
thousands of cattle destroyed, the turf mcure dif«*: 
ficult to come at and carry home, and less fit for' 
burning ; the air made unwholesome by stagnating 
pools and marshes; and the very sight qf sueh pl^i^s 
pifensive to those who ride by, Neither should that 

odious 



Digitized by 



Google 



I6ft LBTTBK VII/ 

odious CQstoqi be allowed of cutting scraws (as thejr 
call them) which is flaying olf the green sur&ce of. 
the ground^ to cover their cabins, or make up their 
ditches; sometimes in shallow soils, where all is 
gnvel within a few inches ; and sometimes in loW 
ground, with a thin greensward, and sloi:^hy under- 
neath ; which last turns all into bog by this mis- 
management. And I have heard from very skilful 
countrymen, that by these two practices in turf and 
scrawl, the kingdom loses some hundreds of acres 
of profitable land every year ; beside the irreparable 
loss of Ruuiy skirts of bogs, which have a green 
eoat of grass, and yet are mangled for turf; and 
beside the want of canals by regular cutting, which 
would not only be a great convenience for bringing 
their turf home at an easy rate, but likewise render 
even the larger bogs more dry and safe for summer 
pasture. 

These, and some other speculations of the like 
kind, I had intended to publish in a particular dis- 
course agabst this session of parliament ; because, in 
some periods of my life, I had opportunity and curi* 
osity to observe, from what causes those great errours 
in every branch of country management have arisen; 
of which I have now ventured to relate but few out 
of very many ; whereof some perhaps would not be 
mentioned without giving offence, which I have en^ 
deavoured by all possible means to avoid. And for 
the same reason, I chose to add here, t\ie litdel 
thought proper to say on this subject. 

But, as to the lands of those who are perpetual 
absentees, I do not see any probability of their be- 
ing ever improved. In former times their tenants 
sat at easy rents ; but for some years past, they h^ve 

bccuj 
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beetle generally speaking, more terribly nu^ked by the 
dexterity of mercHess agents from England^ than 
even those who held under the severest landlords 
here. I was assured upon the place, by great num^ 
bers of credible people, that a prodij^ous estate in 
the county of Cork being let uppn leases for lives 
and great fines paid, the rent was so high, that the 
tenants begged leave to surrender their leases, and 
were content to lose their fines. 

The cultivating and improving of land is cer^ 
tainly a subject worthy of the highest inquiry in 
any country, but especially in ours ; where we are 
so strangely limited in every branch of trade that 
can be of advantage to us, and utterly deprived of 
those, which are of the greatest importance ; where-* 
of I defy the most learned man in Europe, to pro- 
duce me an example from any other kingdom in 
the worid : for, we are denied the benefit which 
God and nature intended to us ; as manifestly ap- 
pears by our happy situation for commerce, and the 
great number of our excellent ports. So that I 
think little is left us, beside the cultivating of our 
own soil, encouraging agriculture, and making great 
plantations of trees, that we might not be under 
the necessity of sending for com and bark from 
England, and timber from other countries. This 
would increase the number of our inhabitants, and 
help to consume our natural products, as well as 
manufactures at home. And I shall never forget 
what I once ventured to say to a great man in Eng- 
land, that few politicians, with all their schemes^ are 
half so useful members of a commonwealth, as an 
honest fiumer; who, by skilfully draining, fenc« 
in^, manuring, and planting, has increased the in- 

trinsick 
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trinACk nlut ei t piece of land ; tnd thereby doM 
a perpetual service to his country : which it is a 
great controvert whether any of the former ever 
did ftince the creation of the urorM ; but no con- 
troversy at all that ninety-nine in a hundftd havt 
lione abundance erf* mischief. 
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A FUIL AND TBUB 

ACCOUNT 

or T&ft 

80LBM1I PROCB88IOH TO THE GALL0W8> AT TRB 

mXBCVTION OF WILLIAM WOOD, ESaVIRB 

AND HABDWARBMAN* 

WBITTBN IN THE TBAB 1724. 



Some 6«. .go. up«. . „po« ,p«.d *« wa- 

liam Wood, hardwareman, was concealed in his bro^ 
ther-in-law's* house here in Dublin, a great number 
of people of different conditions, and of both sexes, 
crowded about the door, determinatdy bent to tBke 
levenge upon him as a coiner and t counteffbiten 
Among the rest, a certain carious person standing in 
a comer observed^ that they all discovered their re-^ 
sentments in the proper terms and expressions of their 
aevend trades and callings ; wherecf he wrote down 
as many as he could remember ; and was pleased to 
communicate them to me, with leare to publish 
them, for the use of those who at any time hereafter 
cuty be at a loss for proper words, wherem to ex- 

* Otos Maljiienc tn ii9ni&oi^« 

press- 
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press their good dispositions toward the said WiU 
liam Wood. 

The people cried out to hare him delivered into 
their hands. 

Says the parliathent man^ ejcpel him the house. 
' 2d parliament man, I second that motion. 

Cook, m baste him. 

2d Cook, ril give him his bellyful. 

3d Cook, ril give him a lick in the chaps. 

4th Cook. rU sowse him. 

Drunken man. T\\ beat him as long as I cad 
stand. 

Bookseller. Til turn over a new leaf with him. 

Sadler. TU pummel him. 

Glazien 1*11 make the light shine through him* 

Grocer. I'll pepper him. 

Groom. I'll curry his hide. 

'Pothecary. I'll pound him. 

2d Tothecary. FU beat him to mummy. 

Schoolmaster. FU make hin;i an example. 

Rabbet catcher. I'll ferret him. 

Faviour, FU thump him. 

Coiner. Fll give him a rap. 

WHIG. Down with him. 

TORY. Up with him. 

Miller. I'll dash out his gnnders* 

2d Miller. Damn him. . 

Boatman. Sink him. 

Scavenger. Throw him in the kennel. 

Dyer. Fll beat him black and blue. * 

Bagnio man. Fll make the house too hot for him. 

Whore. Pox rot him. 

fld Whore. Let me alone with him. 

3d Whore. 
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3d Whore. Clap him up. 

Mustard-maker. Til have him by the nose. 

Curate. Til make the devil come out of him. 

Popish priest. . Til send him to the devil. 

Dancingmaster. Til teach him better manners. 

2d Dancingmaster. Til make him cut a caper 
three story high. 

Farmer. TU thrash him. 

Taylor. Tl\ sit on his skirts. 

2d Taylor. Hell is too good for him. 

3d Taylor. I'll pink his doublet. 

4th Taylor. I'll make his a make buttons. 

Basketmaker. TU hamper him. 

Fiddler. T\\ have him by the ears. 

2d Fiddler. I'll bang him to some tune. 

Barber. I'll have him by the beard, 

2d Barber. I'll pull his whiskers. 

3d Barber. I'll make his hair stand on end. 

4th Barber. V\\ comb his locks. 

Tinker. I'll try what metal he*s made of* 

Cobler. I'll make an end of him. 

Tobacconist. I'll make lum smoke. 

2d Tobacconist. I'll make him set up his pipes. 

Goldfinder. I'll make him stink. 

Hackney coachman. I'll make him know his 
driver. 

2d Hackney coachman. I'll drive him to the 
devil. 

Butcher. FU have a limb of him« 

2d Butcher. Let us blow him up, 

3d Butcher. My knife in him. 

Nurse. I'll swaddle him. 

j^nabaptist. We'll dip the rogue in the pond. • 

Ostler. I'll rub him down. 
YohflX. Shoemaker*^ 
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Shoemaker. Set him in the stocks. 
Banker. V\\ kick him to half crowns. 
24 Banker. Fll pay him off. 
Bowler, ril have a rubber with him. 
Gamester. V\l make his bones rattle. 
Boddicemaker. Til lace his sides. 
Gardener. Fll make him water his plants. 
Alewife. Til reckon with him. 
Cuckold. rU make -him pull in his horns. 
Old WomaA. I'll mumble him. 
Hangman. TU throttle him. 

But at last the people having received assurances 
that William Wood was neither in the house nor 
kingdom^ appointed certab commissioners to hang 
him in effigy ; whereof the whole ceremony and pro- 
cession deserve to be transmitted to posterity. 

First, the way was cleared by a detachment erf the 
black-guards, with short sticks in their hands, add 
cockades of paper in their hats. 

Then appeared William Wood, esq., repiesented 
to the life by an old piece of carved timber, taken 
from the keel of a ship. Upon his &tce, which 
looked very dismal, were fixed tt proper distances 
several pieces of his own coin, to denote who he 
was, and to signify his calling and his crime. Ho 
wore on his hfiad a peruke, very artfully composed 
of four old mops ; a halter about his neck served 
him for a cravat. His clothes were indeed not so 
neat and elegant as is usual with persons in his con- 
dition (which some censorious people imputed to 
affectation) for he was covered with a large rug of 
several colours in patchwork : he was born upon 
the shoulders of an ablebodied porter. In bis march 

by 
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by St. Stephen^s green, he often bowed on both sides^ 
to show his respects to the company ; his deport- 
ment was grave ; and his countenance^ though some* 
what pensire, was very composed. 

Behind him followed his father alone, in a long 
mourning cloak, with his hat over his nose, and a 
handkerchief in his hand to wipe tears from his face* 

Next in order marched the excutioner himself in 
person ; whose venerable aspect drew the eyes of the 
whole assembly upon him ; but he was farther dis- 
tinguished by a halter, which he bore upon his left 
shoulder as the badge of his office. 

Then followed two persons hand in hand ; the one 
representing William Wood's brother-in-law; the 
other a certain saddler, his intimate friend, whose 
name \ forget. Each had a small kettle in his hand, 
wherein was a reasonable quantity of the new half- 
pence. At proper periods they shook their kettles, 
which made a melancholy sound, like the ringing of 
fl knell for their partner and confederate. 

After these followed several officers, whose assist- 
ance was necessary for the more decent performance 
of the great work in hand. 

The procession was closed with an innumerable 
crowd of people, who frequently sent out loud huzzas; 
which were censured by wiser heads as a mark of in- 
humanity, and an ungenerous triumph over the un* 
fortunate, without duly considering the various vicis- 
situdes of human life. However, as it becomes an 
impartial historian, I vyill not conceal one observa- 
tion, that Mr. Wood himself appeared wholly un- 
moved, without the least alteration in his counte- 
nance ; only when hei came within sight of the 
fyxal tree, which happened to be of the same species 

3 of 
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pf timber with his own person^ he seemed to be 
somewhat pensive. 

At the place of execution he appeared undaunted, 
nor was seen to shed a te^r. He made no resistance^ 
but submitted himself with great resignation to the 
hangman, who was indeed thought to use him with 
too much roughness, neither kissing him, nor asking 
him pardon. His dying SPEECH was printed, and 
deserves to be written in letters of GOLD. Being 
asked whether it were his own true genuine SPEECH, 
he did not deny it. 

Those of the softer sex, who attended the cere-. 
mony, lamented that so comely and well timbered a 
man should come to so untimely an end. He hung 
but a short time ; for, upon feeling his breast, they 
found it cold and stiff. 

It is strange to think, how this melancholy specN- 
tacle turned the hearts of the people to compassion. 
When he was cut down, the body was carried through 
the whole city to gather contributions for his wake j 
and all sorts of people showed their liberality accord- 
ing as they were able. The ceremony was performed 
in an alehouse of distinction, and in a manner suitr 
able to the quality of the deceased. While the at- 
tendants were discoursing about his funeral, a worthy 
member of the assembly stood up, and proposed that 
the body should be carried out the next day, and 
burned with the same pomp and formalities used 
at his execution : which would prevent the malice 
of his enemies, and all indignities that might be 
done to his remains. This was agreed to; and 
about nine o'clock on the following morning therte 
appeared a second procession. But, burning not 
having been any part of the sentence, authority 
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thought fit to interpose, and the corpse was rescued 
by the civil power. 

We hear the body is not yet interred ; which oc- 
casions many speculations. But what is more won- 
derful, it is positively affirmed by many who pretend 
to have been eyewitnesses, that there does not ap- 
pear to be the least alteration in any one lineament or 
feature of his countenance ; nor visible decay in his 
whole frame, farther than what had been made by 
worms long before his execution. The solution of 
which difficulty I shall leave among naturalist3. 



3 A SHORT 



Digitized by 



Google 



( i98 ) 
A 

SHORT VIEW 

OF TH« 

STATE OF IRELAND. 

WRITTEN ISr THE TEAR 1727* 



I AM assured, that it has for some time been prac- 
tised as a method of making men's court, when they 
are asked about the rate of lands, the abilities of 
tenants, the state of trade and manufacture in this 
kingdom, and how their rents are paid ; to answer, 
that in their neighbourhood 'all things are in a 
flourishing condition, the rent and purchase of land 
every day increasing. And if a gentleman happen 
to be a little more sincere in his representation ; be- 
side being looked on as not well affected, he is sure 
to have a dozen contradictors at his elbow. I think 
it is no manner of secret, why these questions arc so 
cordially asked, or so obligingly answered. 

But since, with regard to the affairs of this king- 
dom, I have been using all endeavours to subdue my 
indignation ; to which indeed I am not provoked by 
any personal interest, not being the owner of one 
spot of ground in the whole island ; I shall only 

enumerate 
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enumerate by rules generally known, and never con- 
tradicted, what are the true causes of any country 'i 
flourishing and growing' rich ; and then examine 
what effects arise from those causes in the kingdom 
of Ireland. 

The first cause of a kingdom's thriving is, the 
fruitfulness of the soil to produce the necessaries an4 
conveniences of life ; not only sufficient for the in- 
habitants, but for exportation into other countries* 

TTie second is, the industry of the people, in work* 
ing up all their native commodities to the last degree 
of manufecture. 

The third is, the conveniency of safe ports and 
havens, to carry out their own goods as much ma- 
nufactured, and bring in those of others as little ma« 
nufactured, as the nature of mutual commerce will 
allow. 

The fourth is, that the natives should, as much as 
possible, export and import their goods in vessels of 
their own timber, made in their own country. 

The fifth is, the privilege of a free trade in all 
foreign countries which wiH permit them, except 
those who are in war with their own prince or state. 

The sixth is, by being governed only by laws 
made with their own consent; for otherwise they 
are not a free people. And therefore all appeals for 
jusrice, or applications for favour or preferment, to 
another country, are so many grievous impoverish- 
ments. 

The seventh is, by improvement of land, encou- 
ragement of agriculture, and thereby increasing the 
number of th^r people ; without which, any coun- 
try, however blessed by nature, must continue poor. 

4 The 
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The eighth is, the residence of the prince, or chief 
administrator of the civil power. 

The ninth is, the concourse of foreigners, for edu- 
cation^ curiosity, or pleasure ; or, as to a general mart 
of trade. 

The tenth is, by disposing all offices of honour, 
profit, or trust, only to the natives ; or at least with' 
very few exceptions, where strangers have long inha- 
bited the country, and are supposed to understand 
and regard the interests of it as their own. 

The eleventh is, when the rents of land and profits 
of employments are spent in the country which pro- 
duced them, and not in another; the former of which 
will certainly happen where the love of our native 
country prevails. 

The twelfth b, by the publick revenues being all 
spent and employed at home, except on the occasions 
of a foreign war« 

The thirteenth is, where the people arc not obIig«* 
ed, unless they find it for their own interest or con- 
veniency, to receive any monies, except of their own 
coiftage by a publick mint, after the manner of all 
civilized nations* 

The fourteenth is, a disposition of the people of a 
country to wear their own manufactures, and import 
as few incitements to luxury, either in clothes, furni- 
ture food, or drink, as they possibly can live con« 
veniently without. 

There are many other causes of a nation's thriving^ 
which I at present cannot recollect : but without ad-* 
vantage from at least some of these, after turning, my 
tliotights a la«g time, I am not able to discover 
wh^l^ce our wealth proceeds, and tlierefore would 

gladly 
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gladly be better informed. In the mean time I will 
hiere examine what share falls to Ireland of these 
c&useS) or of the effects and consequences. 

It is not my intention to complain^ but barely to 
relate facts ; and the matter is not of small import- 
ance. For it is allowed^ that a man who lives in 
a solitary house, far from help, is not wise in en^ 
deavouring to acquire in the neighbourhood the re-^ 
putation of being rich ; because those who come 
for gold, will go off with pewtef and brass, rather 
tnan return empty : and in the common practice of 
the world, those who possess most wealth, make the 
cast parade ; which they leave to others, who have 
nothing else to bear them out in showing their faces 
on the exchange. 

As to the first cause of a nation's riches, being the 
fertility of the soil, as well as temperature of cli- 
mate, we have no reason to complain } for, although 
the quantity of unprofitable land in this kingdom, 
jeckoning bog and rock and barren mountain, be 
double in proportion to what it is in £ngland ; yet 
the native productions, which both kingdoms deal 
in, are very near an equality in point of goodness^ 
and might, with the same encouragement, be as well 
manufactured. I except mines and minerals; in some 
of which however we are only defective in point of 
skill and industry. 

In the second, which is the industry of the people, ' 
our misfortune is not altogether owing to our own 
fault, but to a million of discouragements. 

The conveniency of ports and havens, which na- 
tm'e has bestowed so liberally on this kingdom, is of 
no more use to us, than a beautiful prospect to a 
man shut up in a dungeon. 

As 
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As to shipping of its own, Ireland is so utterly 
unprovided, that of all the excellent timber cut down 
within these fifty or sixty years, it can hardly be said 
that the nation has received the benefit of one valu- 
able house to dwell in, or one ship to trade with. 

Ireland is the only kingdom I ever heard or read 
of, either in ancient or modern story, which was de« 
nicd the liberty of exporting their native commodi« 
ties and manufactures wherever they pleased, except 
to countries at war Mvitb their own prince or state i 
yet this privilege, by the superiority of mere powery 
is refused us in the most momentous parts of com** 
mercc ; beside an act of navigation, to which wc 
never consented, pinned down upon us, and rigo- 
rously executed ; and a thousand other unexampled 
circumstances, as grievous as they are invidious to 
mention. To go on to the rest* 

It is too well known, that we are forced to obey 
some laws we never consented to ; which is a condi- 
tion I must not call by its true uncontrovertcd name, 
for fear of lord chief justice Whitshed*s ghost with 
his liherias ef natale solum* ^ written for a motto oii 
his coach, as it stood at the door of the court, while 
he was perjuring himself to betray both. Thus we 
are in the condition of patients, who have physick 
sent them by doctors at a distance^ strangers to their 
constitution and the nature of their disease : and thus 
we are forced to pay five hundred per cent to decide 
our properties : in all which we have likewise the 
honour to be distinguished from the whole race of 
mankind. 

As to the' improvement of land ; those few, who 

♦ Liberty and my native country. 
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attempt that or planting, through covetousne^, or 
want of skill, generally leave things worse than thej 
were ; neither aicceeding^ in trees nor hedges ; and 
by running into the fancy of grazing, after the man- 
ner of the Scythians^ are every day depopulating the 
country. 

We are so £ur from having a king to reside among 
us^ that even the viceroy is generally absent four 
fifths of his time in the government*. 

. No strangers from other countries make this a part 
cf their tiavds ; where they can expect to see no« 
thing but scenes of misery and desolation. 

Those who have the misfortune to be bom here, 
have the least title to any considerable employment j 
to which they are seldom preferred^ but upon a po* 
litical consideration. 

One third part of the rents of Irdand is spent 
in England ; which, with the profit of employments, 
pensions, appeals^ joumies of pleasure or health, edu<- 
cation at tbe inns of court and both universities^ re« 
mittances at pleasure, the pay of all auperiour ofikem 
in the army, and other incidents, will amount to a 
full half ^ the income of the whole kingdom^ aU 
dear prosfe to England. 

We are denied the hberty of coining gold, silver, 
or even copper. In the Isle of Man they ccnn their 
own. silver ; eveiy petty prince, vassal to the eniperbr, 
can coin what money he pleases. And in this, as in* 
most of tbe articles already mentioned, we are ah 
e&ception to all other states <^ monarchies, that w^e 
ever known in the world. 

* There has kte^ been a clunge m thi» article, as theTiQefojr 
Mw xeiidGi in IrdaodK doxipg the whole time of hit gonrcmzDcn^* 

Air 
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As to the lastj or fourteenth article, we taker 
special care to act diametrically contrary to it in tho 
whole course of our lives* Both sexes, but especially 
the women, despise and abhor to wear any of thei^ 
own manufactures, eren those which are better made 
than in other countries ; particularly a sort of silk 
plaid, through which the workmefl are forced to run 
u kind of gold thread that it may pass for Indiani 
Even ale and potatoes are imported from England^ 
as well as corn ; and our foreign trade is little more 
than importation of French wine, for which I ant 
told we pay ready money. 

Now, if all this be true (upon which I could easily 
enlarge) I should be glad to know^ by what secret 
method it is, that we grow a rich and flourishing peo- 
ple, without liberty, trade, manufactures, inhabitants, 
tnoney, or the privilege of coining ; without industry, 
labour or improvement of land ; and witiimore than 
half the rent and profits of the whole kingdom an- 
nually exported, for which we receive not a single 
farthing : and to make up all this, nothing worth 
mentioning, except the linen of the North, a trade 
casual, corrupted, and at mercy ; and some butter 
from Cork. If we do flourish, it must be against 
every law of nature and reason ; like the thorn at 
Glastonbury, that blossoms in the midst of winter. 

Let the worthy commissioners, who come firom 
England, ride round the kingdom, and observe the 
face of nature, or the face of the natives ; the im* 
provement of the land ; the thriving numerous plap<» 
tations ; the noble woods ; the abundance and vici*- 
nity of country seats; the commodious farmers houses 
and barns ; the towns and villages, where every 
body is busy, and thriving with all kind of manu^ 
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fectures ; the shops full of goods wrought to perfec- 
tion, and filled with customers ; the comfortable 
diet, and dress, and dwellings of the people ; the 
vast number of ships in our harbours and docks^ 
and shipwrights in our seaport towns ; the roads 
crowded with carriers, laden with rich manufactures a 
the perpetual concourse to and fro of pompous equi^ 
pages. 

With what envy and admiration would those gen* 
tlemen return from so delightful a progress ? what • 
glorious reports would they make, when they went 
back to England ? 

But my heart is too heavy to continue this irony 
longer: for it is manifest, that whatever stranger 
took such a journey, would be apt to think himself 
travelling in Lapland or Ysland, rather than in a 
country so favoured by nature as ours, both in fruit- 
fulness of soil and temperature of climate. The miser- 
able dress, and diet, and dwelling of the people ; 
the general desolation in most parts of the kingdom ; 
the old seats of the nobility and gentry all in ruins, 
Had no new ones in their stead; the families of 
^mers, who pay great rents, living in filth and 
Hastiness upon buttermilk and potatoes, without a 
dioe or stocking to their feet, or a house so con- 
venient as an English hogsty to receive them. 
These indeed may be comfortable sights to an Eng^ 
lish spectator ; whp fomes for a short time, only to 
learn the language^ and returns back to his own 
co^jntry, whithi^r he fipd3 4ll our wealth transmitted^ 

Jfostra miseria magM est^ 

There )s QQt one argument used to prove the 
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hches of Ireland, which is not a lo^cal demon* 
stration of its poTert^. The rise of our tents is 
squeezed out of the very blood, and vitals, and 
clothes, and dwellings of the tenants, who live 
worse than English b^gars. The lowness of in^ 
terest, in all other countries a sign of wealth, is in 
us a proof of .misery $ there being no trade to 
employ any borrower. Hence alone comes the 
deamess of land, since the savers have no other 
way to lay out their money : hence the deamess 
of necessaries for Ufe : because the tenants can- 
not afford to pay such extravagant rates for land 
(which they must take or go a begging) without 
faising the price of cattle, and (^ com, although 
themselves should live upon chaff. Hence our 
increase of buildings in this city; because work- 
men have nothing to do but to employ one an- 
other, and one half of them are infallibly undone. 
Hence the daily increase of bankers, who may 
be a necessary evil in a trading country, but so 
ruinous in ours ; who, for their private advantage, 
have sent away all our silver, and one third of our 
gold ; so that within three years past the running 
cash of the nation, which was about five hundred 
thousand pounds, is now less than two, and must 
daily diminish, unless we have libert}' to coin, as 
well as that important kingdom, the Isle of Man, 
and the meanest principality in the German empire, 
4is I before observed.. 

I have sometimes thought, that this paradox of 
the kingdom*s growing rich, is chiefly owing to those 
worthy gentlemen the BANKERS ; who except 
some customhouse officers, birds of passage, op- 
pressive thrifty squires, and a few others who shalj 
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be namdessy are the only thriving people among us ; 
and I have often wished^ that a law were enacted to 
hang up half a dozen bankers every year^ and there-* 
by interpose^ at least some short delay to the farther 
ruin of Ireland. 

' Ye are idle, ye are idle, answered Pharaoh to the 
Israelites, when they complained to his majesty, that 
they were forced to make bricks without straw. 

England enjoys every one of those advantages for 
enriching a nation, which I have above enumerated ; 
and, into the bargain, a good miUion returned to 
them every year without labour or hazard, or one 
farthiag value received on our side : but how long, 
we shall be able to continue the payment, I am not 
unc'er the least concern. One thing I know, that 
when the hen is starved to death, there will be no 
more golden eggs. 

I think it a little unhospitablc, and others may 
call it a subtile piece of malice, that because there 
may be a dozen families in this town, able to 
entertain -their English friends in a generous man- 
ner at their tables, their guests upon their return to 
England shall report, that we wallow in riches and 
luxury. 

Yet, I confess, I have known an hospital, where all 
the houshold officers grew rich ; while the poor, for 
whose sake it was built, were almost starving for want 
of food and raiment. 

To conclude, if Ireland be a rich and flourish- 
ing kingdom, its wealth and prosperity must be 
owing to certain causes, that are yet concealed 
from the whole race of mankind ; and the effects 
are equally invisible. We need not wonder at 
strangers, when they deliver such paradoxes; but 
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a native and inhabitant of this kingdom^ who gives 
the same verdict, must be either ignorant to stupidity, 
or a manpleaser at the expense of all honouTi co^^ 
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ANSWER 

TO 

A PAPER 

tALLED A MEMORIAL* OF THE POOR INHABIT- 
ANTS, TRADESMEN, AND LABOURERS OP THE 
KINGDOM OF IRELAND. 

WRITTEN IN THE YEAR 1728. 



1 RECEIVED a paper from you, whoever you 
arc, printed without any name of author or printer ; 
and sent, I suppose, to me among others without 
any particular distinction. It contains a complaint 
of the dearness of oorn ; and some schemes for mak- 
ing it cheaper, which I cannot approve of. 

But pray permit me, before I go farther, to give 
you a short history of the steps by which we arrived 
at this hopeful situation. 

It was indeed the shameful practice of too many 
Irish farmers, to wear out their ground with plough- 
ing ; while, either through poverty, laziness, or ig- 
norance^ they neither took care to manure it as they 
ought, nor gave time to any part of the land to re- 

♦ The memorial was written by sir John Browne, 
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cover itself; and when their leases were near ex- 
piring, being assured that their landlords would not 
renew, they ploughed even the meadows, and made 
such havock, that many landlords were considerable 
sufferers by it. 

This gave birth to that abominable race of graziers, 
who, upon expiration of the farmers leases, were 
ready to engross great quantities of land ; and the 
gentlemen having been before often ill paid, and 
their land worn out of heart, were too easily- 
tempted, when a rich grazier made an offer to take 
all their land, and give them security for payment. 
Thus, a vast tract of land, where twenty or thirty 
farmers lived, together with their cottagers and la- 
bourers in their several cabins, became all desolate, 
and easily managed by one or two herdsmen and 
their boys ; whereby the master grazier, with little 
trouble, seized to himself the livelihood of a hundred, 
people. 

It must be confessed, that the farmers were justly 
punished for their knavery, brutality, and folly^ 
But neither are the squires and landlords to be ex- 
cused ; for to them is owing the depopulating of the 
country, the vast number of beggars, and the ruia 
©f those few sorry improvements we had. 

That farmers should be limited in ploughing, is 
very -jpeasonable, and practised in England ; and 
might have easily been done here by penal clauses 
in their leases : but to deprive them in a manner al- 
together from tilling their lands, was a most stupid 
want of thinking. 

Mad the farmers been confined to plough a certain 
quantity of land, with a penalty of ten pounds aa 
acre for whatever they exceeded^ and farlher limited 
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for the three or four last years of their leases, alt this 
evil had been prevented; the nation would have 
saved a million of money ; and been more populous 
by above two hundred thousand souls. 

For a people^ denied the benefit of trade, to ma- 
nage their lands in such a manner as to produce no- 
thing, but what they are forbidden to trade with, or 
only such things, as they can neither export, nor 
manufacture to advantage, is an absurdity that a 
wild Indian would be ashamed of ; especially when 
we add, that we are content to purchase this hope- 
ful commerce, by sending to foreign markets for our 
daily bread. 

The grazier's employment is to feed great flocks 
of sheep, or black cattle, or both. With regard to 
sheep, as folly is usually accompanied with perverse- 
ncss, so it is here. There is something so monstrous 
to deal in a commodity (farther than for our own 
use) which we are not allowed to export manufac- 
tured, nor even unmanufactured, but to one certain 
country, and only to some few ports in that country ; 
there is, I say, something so sottish, that it wants a 
name in our language to express it by : and the 
good of it is, that the more sheep we have, the 
fewer human creatures are left to wear the wool, or 
cat the flesh. Ajax was mad, when he mistook a 
flock of sheep for his enemies : but we shall never 
be sober, until we have the same way of thinking. 

The other part of the grazier's business is, what 
we call black cattle, producing hides, tallow, and 
beef for exportation : all which are good and useful 
commodities, if rightly managed. But it seems, 
the greatest part of the hides are sent out raw, for 
want of bark to tan them ; and that want will daily 
P \ grow 
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grow Stronger ; for, I doubt, the new project of tan- 
ning without it is at an end. Our beef, I am afraid, 
still continues scandalous in foreign markets for the 
old reasons. But our tallow, for any thing I know, 
may be good. However, to bestow the whole king- 
dom on beef and mutton, and thereby drive out 
half the j7eople, who should eat their share, and 
force the rest, to send sometimes as far as Egypt for 
bread to eat with it, is a most peculiar and distin- 
guished piece of publick economy, of which I have 
no comprehension. • 

I know very well that our ancestors the Scythians, 
and their posterity our kinsmen the Tartars, lived 
upon the blood, and milk, and raw flesh of their 
cattle, without one grain of corn ; but I confess my- 
self so degenerate, that I am not easy without bread 
to my victuals. 

What amazed me for a week or two, was to sfee, 
in this prodigious plenty of .cattle, and dearth of 
human creatures, and want of bread, as well as mo- 
ney to buy it, that all kind of flesh meat should be 
monstrously dear, beyond what was ever known in 
this kingdom. I thought it a defect in the laws, 
that there v/as not some regulation in the price of 
flesh, a^ well as bread : but I imagine myself to 
have r :^5sed out the reason : in short, I am apt to 
think, iiiat the whole kingdom is overstocked with 
cattle, both black and white : and as it is observed, 
tliat the poor Iiish have a vanity to be rather owners 
of two lean cows, than one fat, although with 
double the charge of grazing, and but half the quan- 
tity of milk ; so I conceive it much more difiicult 
at present, to find a fat 'bullock or wether, than it 
would be if half of them were fairly knocked on 
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the head : for I am assured, that the district in the 
several markets, called carrion row, is as reasonable 
as the poor can desire ; only the circumstances of 
money to purchase it, and of trade, or labour, 
to purchase that money, are indeed wholly wanting- 

Now, sir, to return more particularly to you, and 
your memorial. 

A hundred thousand barrels of wheat, you say, 
should be imported hither ; and ten thousand pounds 
premium to the importers. Have you looked into 
the purse of the nation ? I am no commissioner of 
the treasury ; but am well assured, that the whole 
running cash would not supply you with a sum to 
purchase so much corn, which, only at twenty shil-' 
lings a barrel, will be a hundred thousand pounds ; 
and ten thousand more for the premium. But you will 
trafiick for your corn with other goods : and where 
are those goods ? if you had them, they are all en- 
gaged to pay the rents of absentees, and other occa- 
sions in London, beside a huge balance of trade this 
year against us. Will foreigners take our bankers pa- 
per ? I suppose, they will value it at little more than 
so much a quire. Where are these rich farmers and en- 
grossers of corn, in so bad a year, and so little sowing ? 

You are in pam for two shillings premium, 
and forget the twenty shillings for the price ; find me 
out the latter, and I will engage for the former. 

Your scheme for a tax for raising such a sum is 
all visionary, and owing to a great want of knowledge 
in the miserable state of this nation. Tea, coffee, 
sugar, spices, wine, arid foreign cloths, are the par- 
ticulars you mention, upon which this tax should be 
raised. I will allow the two first ; because they are 
umvholesome ; and the last, because I should be 
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glad if they were all burned ; but I beg you will 
leave us our wine to make us a while forget our mi- 
sery ; or give your tenants leave to plough for barley. 
But I will tell you a secret, which I learned many 
years ago from the commissionera of the customs in 
London ; they said, when any commodity apfpeared 
to be taxed above a moderate rate, the consequence 
was, to lessen that branch of the revenue by one 
half; and one of those gentlemen pleasantly ^old 
me, that the mistake of parliaments, on such occa- 
sions, was owing to an errour of computing two and 
two to make four ; whereas in the business of laying 
impositions, two and two never made more than one } 
which happens by lessening the import, and the 
strong temptation of running such goods as paid 
high duties, at least in this kingdom. Although 
the women are as vain and extravagant, as their lo* 
vers or their husbands can deserve ; and the men arc 
fond enough of wine ; yet the number of both, who 
can afford such expenses, is so small, that the major 
part must refuse gratifying themselves, and the duties 
will rather be lessened than increased. But, allow- 
ing no force in this argument ; yet so preternatural a 
sum, as one hundred and ten thousand pounds, raised 
all on a sudden (for there is no dallying with hunger) 
is just in proportion with raising a million and a half 
in England ; which, as things now stand, would 
probably bring that opulent kingdom under some 
difficulties. 

You are concerned how strange and surprising it 
would be in foreign parts to hear that the poor were 
starving in a rich country, etc. Are you in earnest? 
is Ireland the rich country you mean ? or are you 
insulting our poverty ? were you ever out of Ireland ? 
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or were you ever in it till of late ? You may prdbably 
have a good ediployment, and are saving all you 
can to purchase a good estate in England. But by 
talking so familiarly of one hundred and ten thou- 
sand pounds, by a tax upon a few commodities, it is 
plain, you are cither naturally or affectedly ignorant 
of our present condition ; or else you would know 
and allow, that such a sum is not to be raised here, 
without a general excise ; since in proportion to our 
wealth, we pay already in taxes more than England 
ever did, in the height of the war. And when you 
have brought over your corn, who will be the 
buyers ? most certainly, not the poor, who will not 
be able to purchase the twentieth part of it. 

Sir, upon the whole, your paper is a very crude 
piece, liable to more objections than there are lines ; 
but, I think, your meaning is good, and so far you 
are psurdonable. 

If you will propose a general contribution for sup- 
porting the poor in potatoes and buttermilk, till the 
rtew corn comes in, perhaps you may succeed better ; 
because the thing at least is possible : and I think 
if our brethren in England, would contribute upon 
this emergency, out of the million they gain from us 
every year, they would do a piece of justice as well 
as charity. In the mean time, go and preach to 
your own tenants, to fall to the plough as fast as they 
can ; and prevail with your neighbouring squires, 
to do the same with theirs ; or else die with the guilt 
of having driven away half the inhabitants, and 
starving the rest. For as to your scheme of raising 
one hundred and ten thousand pounds, it is as vain 
as that of Rabelais ; which was to squeeze out wind, 
from the posteriours of a dead ass. 

p 4 But, 



Digitized by 



Google 



2l6 AN ANSWEB TO 

But, why all this concern for the poor } We 
want them not as the country is now managed ; they 
may follow thousands of their leaders, and seek their 
bread abroad. Where the plough has no work, ono 
family can do the business of iifty, and you may 
send away the other forty-nine. An admirable piece 
of husbandry, never known or practised by the 
wisest nations, who erroneously thought people to be 
the riches of a country ! 

If so wretched a state of things would allow it> 
methinks I could have a malicious pleasure, after all 
the warning I have in vain given the publick, at my" 
own peril, for several years past, to see the conse- 
quences and events answering in every particular. I 
pretend to no sagacity : what I writ was little more 
than what I had discoursed to several persons, who- 
were generally of my opinion : and it was obvious 
to every common understanding, that such cffecta 
must needs follow from such causes. A fair issue 
of things begun upon party rage, while some sacri^ 
ficed the publick to fury, and others to ambition ; 
while a spirit of faction and oppression reigned in 
every part of the country, where gentlemen, instead 
of consulting the ease of their tenants, or cultivate 
ing their lands, were worrying one another upon 
points of whig and tory, of high church and low 
church ; which no more concerned them than the 
long and famous controversy of strops for razors : 
while agriculture was wholly discouraged, and con- 
sequently half the farmers and labourers, and poorer 
tradesmen, forced to beggary or banishment. " Wis- 
" dom crieth in the streets ; because I have called 
" on you ; I have stretched out my hand, and no 
" man regarded. But ye have set at nought all my 
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^* counsels, and would none of my reproof. I also 
" will laugh at your calamity, and mock when your 
*' fear Cometh." 

I have now done with your memorial, and freely 
CKCuse your mistakes, since you appear to write as a 
stranger, and as of a country which is left at liberty 
to enjoy the benefits of nature, and to make the best 
of those advantages which God has given it, jq 
soil, climate, and situation. 

But having lately sent out a paper, entitled, A 
Short View of the State of Ireland ; and hearing of 
an objection, that some people think I have treated 
the memory of the late lord chief justice Whitshed 
with an appearance of severity : since I may not pro- 
bably have another opportunity of explaining my- 
self in that particular, I choose to do it here : lay- 
ing it therefore down for a postulatjim, which I sup- 
pose will be universally granted, that no little crea- 
ture of so mean a birth and genius, had ever the 
honour to be a greater enemy to his country, and to 
all kinds of virtue than HE, I answer thus ; whe- 
ther there be two different goddesses called Fame, 
as some authors contend, or only one goddess sound- 
ing two different trumpets, it is certain, that people 
distinguished for their villany, have as good a title 
to a blast from the proper trumpet, as those who are 
most renowned for their virtues, have from the other ; 
and have equal reason to complain if it be re- 
fused them. And accordingly the names of the most 
celebrated profligates, have been faithfully trans- 
mitted down to posterit5\ And although the person 
here understood, acted his part in an obscure comer 
of the world, yet his talents might have shone with 
lustre enough, in the noblest scene. 

As 
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As to my naming a person dead^ the plam honest 
reason is the best. He was armed with power and 
will, to do mischief, even where he was not pro^ 
voked; as appeared by his prosecuting two prin^ 
ters*, one to death, and both to ruin, who had 
neither offended God, nor the king, nor him^ nor 
the publick. 

What an encouragement to vice is this ? If an ill 
man be alive, and in power, we dare not attack him ; 
and if he be weary of the world, or of his own vil- 
lanies, he has nothing to do but die, and then his 
reputation is safe. For, these excellent casuists 
know just Latin enough to have heard a most foolish 
precept, that de mwrims nil tnsi bmum ; so that if 
Socrates, and Anytus his accuser, had happened to 
die together, the charity of survivors, must either 
have obliged them to hold their peace, or to fix the 
same character on both. The only crime of chai^^ 
ing the dead is, when the ]east doubt remains whe- 
ther the accusation be true ; but when ihen are 
openly abandoned, and lost to all shame, they have 
no reason to think it hard, if their memory be 
reproached. Whoever reports, or otherwise pub- 
lishes, any thing which it is possible may be false, 
that man is a slanderer ; hie niger es$y hunc fu, 
Romane^ caveto. Even the least misrepresentation, 
or aggravation of facts, deserves the same censure 
in some degree : but in this case I am quite deceived, 
if my errour has not been on the side of extenua* 
tion. 

I have now present before me the idea of some 
persons (I know not in what part of the world) who 
spend every moment of their lives, and every turn 

• Edward Waters and John Harding. 
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of their thoughts while they are awake (and probably 
of their dreams while they sleep) in the most de- 
testable actions and designs; who delight in mis- 
chief, scandal, and obloquy, with the hatred and 
contempt of all mankind against them ; but chiefly 
of those among their own party, and their own hn 
mily ; such, whose odious qualities rival each other 
for perfection ; avarice, brutality, faction, pride, ma- 
lice, treachery, noise, impudence, dulness, igno* 
ranee, vanity, and revenge, contending every mo- 
ment for superiority in their breasts. Such creatures 
are not to be reformed ; neither is it prudent, or safe 
t6 attempt a reformation. Yet, although their me- 
mories will rot, there may be some benefit for their 
survivors^ to smell it while it is rotting. 

I am^ Sir, 

Your humble servant, 

A. a 

Dublin, March 
25, 172S* 
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VINDICATION 

OF HIS EXCELLENCY 

JOHN, LORD CARTERET. 

FROM THE 

CHAROE OF FAVOURING NONE BUT TOBIES, HlGlt 
CHURCHMEN, AND JACOBITES, 

WRITTEN IN THE YEAR 1730. 



In order to treat this important subject with the 
greatest fairness and impartiahty, perhaps it may be 
convenient to give some account of his excellency ; 
in whose life and character there are certain particu- 
lars, which might give a very just suspicion of some 
truth in the accusation he lies under. 

He is descended from two noble, ancient, and 
most loyal families, the Carterets, and the Gran- 
%'illes : too much distinguished, I confess, for what 
they acted, and what they suffered in defending the 
former constitution in church and state, under king 
Charles the martyr ; I mean that very prince, on ac* 
count of whose martyrdom a form of prayer, with 
fasting, was enjoined by act of parliament to be used 
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on the SOtli day of January evety year, to implore the 
mercies of God, that the guilt of that sacred and in- 
nocent blood, might not be visited on us or our pos- 
terity ; as we may read at large in our Common 
Prayer Books ; which day has been solemnly kept, 
even within the memory of many men now alive. 

His excellency, the present lord, was educated in 
the university of Oxford ; from whence, with a sin- 
gularity scarce to be justified, he carried away more 
Greek, Latin, and philosophy, than properly be* 
came a person of his rank ; indeed much more of 
each, than most of those who are forced to live by 
their learning, will be at the unnecessary pains to 
load their heads with. 

This was the rock he split on, upon his first ap- 
pearance in the world, and having just got clear of 
his guardians. For, as soon as he came to town, 
some bishops and clergymen, and other persons most 
eminent for learning and parts, got him among them; 
from whom although he were fortunately dragged by 
a lady arid the court, yet he could never wipe off the 
stain, nor wash out the tincture of his university ac- 
quirements and dispositions. 

To this another misfortune was added, that it 
pleased God tt) endow him with great natural talents, 
memory, judgment, comprehension, eloquence, and 
wit : and, to finish the work, all these were fortified 
even in his youth with the advantages received by 
such employments, as are best fitted both to exercise, 
and polish, the gifts of nature and education, having 
been ambassador in several courts, when his age 
would hardly allow him to take a degree ; and made 
principal secretary of state, at a period, when, accord- 
ing 
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ing to custom^ he ought to have been busied in 
losing his money at a chocolate-house, or in other 
amusements, equally laudable and epidemick, among 
persons of honour. 

I cannot omit another weak side in his excel* 
lency. For it is known, and can be proved upon 
him, that Greek and Latin books might be found 
every day rn his dressing room, if it were carefully 
searched ; and there is reason to suspect, that some 
of the said books have been privately conveyed to 
him by tory hands* I am likewise assured, that he 
has been taJcen in the very fact of reading the said 
books, even in the midst of a session, to the great 
neglect of publick affairs. 

I own, there may be some grounds for this 
charge; because I have it from good hands, that 
when his excellency is at dinner with one or two 
scholars at his elbows, he grows a most unsupport- 
able and unintelligible companion, to all the fine 
gendemen round the table. 

I cannot deny, that his excellency lies under an- 
other very great disadvantage. For, with all the 
accomplishments abovementioncd, adding that of a 
most comely and graceful person, and during the 
prime of youth, spirits, and vigour, he has in a 
most unexemplary manner led a regular domestick 
life; discovers a great esteem, and friendship, and^ 
love for his lady, as well as true affection for his 
children ^ and when he is disposed to admit an en- 
tertaining evening companion, he does not always 
enough reflect, whether the person may possibly 
in former days have lain under the imputation of i 
tory; nor at such times do the natural, or affected 
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fears of popery and the pretender^ make any part 
of the conversation : I presume, because neither Ho- 
mer, Plato, Aristotle, nor Gcero, have made any 
mention of them. 

These I freely acknowledge to be his excellency's 
failings : yet, I think it is agreed by philosophers 
and divines, that some allowance ought to be given 
to human infirmity, and to the prejudices of a wrong 
education. 

I am well aware, how much my sentiments dif^ 
fer, firom the orthodox opinions of one or two 
principal patriots, at the head of whom I name 
with honour Pistorides ; for these have decided the 
matter directly against me, by declaring, that no 
person, who was ever known to lie under the sus- 
picion of one single tory principle, or who had 
been once seen at a great mto's levee in the worst of 
times*, should be allowed to come within the veige 
of the castle ; much less to bow in the antichamber, 
appear at the assemblies, or dance at a birthnight^ 
However, I dare assert that this maxim has been often 
controlled ; and that on the contrary, a considerable 
number of early penitents have been received into 
grace, who are now an ornament^ happiness, and 
support to the nation. 

Neither do I find any murmuring on some other 
points of greater importance, where this favourite 
maxim is not so strictly observed. 

To instance only in one. I have not heard that 
any care has hitherto been taken to discover vfht^ 

* The four last yean of queen Anney wken lord Oxfbid wai mini* 
tter, were lo ciUcd by the- whigt* 
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ther madam Violante* be a whig or tory in hft 
principles ; or even that she has ever been offered 
the oaths to the government : on the contrary, I 
am told, that she openly professes herself to be a 
highflyer; and it is not improbable, by her out- 
landish name, she may also be a papist in her heart ; 
yet we see this illustrious and dangerous female, 
openly caressed by principal persons of both parties ; 
who contribute to support her in a splendid manner, 
without the least apprehensions from a grand jury, 
or even from squire Hartley Hutcheson himself, that 
zealous prosecutor of hawkers and libels. And, as 
Hobbes wisely observes, so much money being equi- 
valent to so much power, it may deserve considering, 
with what safety such an instrument of power ought 
to be trusted in the hands of an alien, who has not 
given any legal security for her good affection to 
the government. 

I confess, there is one evil which I could wish 
our friends would thing proper to redress. There 
are many whigs in this kingdom of the old fa3hione4 
stamp, of whom we might make very good use. 
They bear the same loyalty with us to the Hanove- 
rian family, in the person of king George the lid ; 
the same abhorrence of the pretender, with the conse*- 
quences of popery and slavery ; and the same indul- 
gence to tender consciences : but having nothing 
to ask for themselves, and therefore the more leisure 
to think for the publick, they are often apt to enter- 
tain fears, and melancholy prospects, concerning the 
state of their country, the decay of trade, the want of 

* A famous Italian ropedancer. 
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money, the miserable condition of the people, with 
other topicks of the like nature ; all which do equally 
concern both whig and tory ; who, if they have any 
thing to lose, must be equally sufferers. Perhaps^ 
one or two of these melancholy gentlemen, will 
sometimes venture to publish their thoughts in print : 
now I can by no means approve otir usual custom of 
cursing and railing at this species of thinkers, under 
the names of tories, Jacobites, papists, libellers, re- 
bels, and the like. 

This was the utter ruin of that poor, angry, bust* 
ling, well meaning mortal Pistorides ; who lies equally 
under the contempt of both parties ; with no other 
difierence than a mixture of pity on one side, and of 
aversion on the other. 

How has he been pelted, pestered, and pounded 
by one single wag, who promises never to forsake 
him, living or dead 1 

I was much pleased with the humour of a surgeon 
in this town ; who having, in his own apprehension, 
received some great injustice from the earl of Gal-^ 
way, and despairing of revenge as well as relief, de- 
clared to all his friends, that he had set apart one 
hundced guineas, to purchase the earFs carcase from 
the sexton, whenever it should die, to make a skele<»^ 
ton of the bones, stuff the hide, and show them for 
threepence ; and thus get vengeance for the injuries 
he had suffered by its owner. 

Of the like spirit too often is that implacable 
race of wits ; against whom there is no defence but 
innocence and philosophy, neither of which is likely 
to be at hand ; and therefore the wounded have no 
where to fly for a cure^ but to downright stupidity. 

Tot, IX. Q a ciazed 
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a crazed heod^ or a profiigaU contempt of guilt and 
sbanie. 

I am therefore sorry for that other miserable crea-* 
ture Traulus ; who, although of somewhat a dif- 
ferent species, yet seems very far to outdo- even the 
genius of Pistorides, in that miscarrying talent of 
nili^ without consistency, or discretion, against 
the most innocent persons, according to the present 
situation of his gall and spleen. I do not blame an 
honest gentleman, for the bitterest invectives against 
0lie> to whom be professes the greatest friendship^ 
provided he acts in the dark so as not to be disco- 
vered : but in the midst of caresses, visits, and in* 
Titations^ to run into the streets, or to as publick a 
place, and without the least pretended incitement, 
sputter out the basest and falsest accusations, then 
to wipe his Qkmth, come up smiling to his friend, 
shake him by the hand, and tell him in a whisper 
it was all for his service : this proceeding I am 
bold to think a great failure in prudence : and I am 
afrajid lest such ^ practitioner, with a body so open^ 
i;o foul, apd so full of sores, nptay fall under the re* 
sejDtment of an incensed polidcal surgeon, who is 
not in much renown for his mercy, upon great pro- 
vocations : who, without waiting for his death, 
will flay and dissect him alive; and to the view 
pf mankind lay open all the disordered cells of his 
brain, the venom of his tongue, the corruption of 
his heart, and spots and flatuses of his spleen : and all 
this for threepence. 

In such a case what a scene would be laid open! 
^nd, to drop tx^ metaphor, what a character of our 
mist^kii^ friend might; an angry enemy draw and 
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expose ! particularizing that unnatural conjunction 
of vices and follies, so inconsistent with each other 
in the same breast : furious and fawning, scurrilous 
and flattering, cowardly and provoking, insolent and 
abject; most profligately false, with the strongest 
professions of sincerity ; positive and variable, tyran- 
nical and slavish. 

I apprehend, that if all this should be set out to 
the world, by ao angry whig of the old stamp, the 
unavoidable consequence must be, a confinement of 
our friend for some months more to his garret; 
and thereby depriving the publick for so loifg a 
time, and in so important a juncture, of his useful 
talents in their service, while he is fed like a wild 
beast through a hole ; but I hope with a special re- 
gard to the quantity and quality of his nourishment. 

In vain would his excusers endeavour to palliate 
his enormities, by imputing them to madness ; be- 
cause it is well known, that madness only operates 
by inflaming and enlarging the good or evil dis- 
positions of the mind. For the curators of Bedlam 
assure us, that some lunaticks are persons of honour, 
truth, benevolence, and many other virtues, which 
appear in their highest ravings, although after a wild 
incoherent manner ; while others, on the contrar}% 
discover in every word and action, the utmost base- 
ness and depravity of human minds ; which infallibly 
they possessed in the same degree, although perhaps 
under a better regulation, before their entrance inta 
that academy. 

But it may be objected, that there is an argument 
6f much force, to excuse the overflowings of that 
ieal, which our friend shows or means for our cause. 
And it must be confessed, that the easy and smooth 
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fluency of his elocution, bestovced on him by nature, 
and cultivated by continual practice, added to the 
comeliness of his person, the harmony of his voice, 
the gracefulness of his manner, and the decency of 
his dress, are temptations too strong for such a genius 
to resist, upon any ppblick occasion of making them 
i^pear with universal applause. And if good men 
are sometimes accused of loving their jest, better 
than their fiiend i surely to gain the reputation of 
the first orator in the kingdom, no man of spirit- 
would scruple to lose all the friends he had in the 

It is usual for masters to make their boys declaim 
on both sides of an alignment ; and as some kinds^ 
of assemblies are called the schools of poliricks, I 
confess nothing can better improve political school- 
boys, than the art of making plausible, or implau- 
sible harangues, agwist the very opinion for which 
they resolve to determine. 

So cardinal Perron, after having spoke for an hour 
to the admiration of all his hearers to prove the 
iodstence of God, told some of his intimates, that 
he could have spoken another hour, and much bet- 
ter, to prove the contrary. 

I have placed this reasoning in the strongest light 
that I think it will bear ; and have nothing to answer, 
but that allowing it as much weight as the reader 
shall please, it has constantly met with ill success in 
thft mouth of our friend ; but whether for want of 
good luck, or good management, I suspend my 
fudgment. 

To return from this long digression ; if persons in 
high stations have been allowed to choose wenches 
withput regard even to difference in religion, yet 

Ticver 



Digitized by 



Google 



THB LOB]> CABTERST. 1220 

never mcurred the least reflection on their loyalty 
or their protestantism ; shall the chief govemor of z 
great kingdom be censured for choosing a companion^ 
who may formerly have been suspected for differing 
from the orthodox in some speculative opinions of 
persons and things, which cannot affect rtie funda- 
mental principles of a sound whig ? 

But let me suppose a very possibly case. Here 
is a person sent to govern Ireland, whose unfbr* 
tunate weak side it happens to be, for several rea* 
sons abovementioned, tbat he has encouraged the 
attendance of one or two gentlemen distinguished 
for their taste, their wit, and their learning; who 
have taken the oaths to his majesty, and pray heartily 
for him : yet, because they may perhaps be stig- 
matized as quondam tories by Pistorides and his gang, 
his excellency must be forced to banish them, under 
the pain and peril of displeasing the zealots of his 
own party ; and thereby be put into a worse condi- 
tion than every common good fellow, who may be a 
sincere protestant and a loyaT subject, and yet rather 
choose to drink fine ale at the pope's head, than 
muddy at the king's. 

Let me then return to my suppositions. It is 
certain, the highflown loyalists, in the present sense 
of the word, have their thoughts, and studies, and 
tongues, so entirely diverted by political schemes, 
that the zeal of their principles has eaten up their 
understandings ; neither have they time from their 
employments, their hopes, and their hourly labours, 
for acquiring new additions of merit, to amuse them- 
selves with philolc^cal converse or speculations, 
which are utterly ruinous to all schemes of rising in 
the world. What then must a great man do, whose 
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ill Stars have fatally perverted him to a love, and taste> 
and possession of literature, politeness, and . good 
sense ? Our thoroughsped republick of whigs, which 
contains the bulk of all hopers, pretenders, ex* 
pecters, and professors, are beyond all doubt most 
highly useful to princes, to governors, to great mi-^ 
nisters, and to their country ; but at the same time, 
and by necessary consequence, the most disagreeable 
companions to all who have that unfortunate turn of 
nund peculiar to his excellency, and perhaps to five 
or six more in a nation. 

I do not deny it possible, that an original of pro- 
selyte favourite of the times, might have been bom 
to those useless talents, which in former ages qualified 
a man' to be a poet or a philosopher. All I contend 
for is, that where the true genius of party oAce en- 
ters, it sweeps the house clean, and leaves room for 
many other spirits to take joint possession, until the 
last state of that man is exceedingly better than the 
first. , 

I allow it a great crrour in his excellency, that he 
adheres so obstinately to his old unfashionable acade* 
mick education ; yet so perverse is human nature,, 
that the usual remedies for this evil in others, have 
produced a contrary effect in him ; to a degree, that 
I am credibly informed, he will, as I have already 
hinted, in the middle of a session, quote passages 
out of Plato and Pindar at his own table to some 
booklearned companion without blushing, even 
when persons of great stations are by. 

I will venture one step farther ; which is, freely 
to confess, that this mista{;Len method of educating 
youth in the knowledge of ancient learning and Ian- 
guage^ 16 too apt to spoil thek politicks and princi-. 
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pies; because the doctrine and examples of the books 
they read, teach them lessons directly contrary in 
every point to the present practice of the world : and 
accordingly Hobbes most judiciously observes, that 
the writings of the Greeks and Romans, made young 
men imbibe opinions against absolute power in a 
prince, or even in a first minister, and embrace no- 
tions of liberty and property. 

It has been therefore a great felicity in these 
kingdoms, that the heirs to titles and large estates, 
have a weakness in their eyes, a tenderness in theif 
constitutions ; are not able to bear the pain and in- 
dignity of whipping ; and as the mother rightly ex- 
presses it, could never take to their books, yet are 
well enough qualified to sign a receipt for half a 
year's rent, to put their names (rightly spelt) to a 
warrant, and to read pamphlets against religion and 
highflying; whereby they fill their niches, and 
carry themselves through the world with that dig- 
nity which best becomes a senator and a 'squire. 

I could heartily wish his excellency would be more 
condescending to the genius of the kingdom he go- 
verns ; to the condition of the times, and to the na- 
ture of the station he Alls. Yet if it be true, what 
I have read in old English storybooks, that one 
Agesilaus (no matter to the bulk of my readers whe- 
ther I spell the name right or wrong) was caught by 
the parson of the parish riding on a hobbyhorse with 
his children ; that Socrates a heathen philosopher 
was found dancing by himself at fourscore ; that a 
king called Caesar Augustus (or some such name) 
used to play with boys, whereof some might possibly 
be sons of tories ; and that two great men callfed 
Scipioand Lselius, (1 forget their christian name's^ 
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tod whetlier they were poets or generals) often played 
at duck and drake with smooth stones on a river : 
Now I say^ if these facts be true (and the book 
where I found them is ia print) I cannot imagine 
why our most zealous patriots may not a little in- 
dulge his excellency in an infirmity, which is not 
morally evil ; provided he gives no publick scandal ; 
which is by all means to be avoided : I say, why he 
may not be indulged twice a week to converse with 
one or two particular persons; and let him and 
them con over their old exploded readings together, 
after mornings spent in hearing and prescribing ways 
and means from and to his most obedient politicians 
for the welfare of the kingdom ; although the said 
particular person, or persons, may not h^ve made so 
publick a declaration of their political faith in all its 
parts, as the business of the nation requires : still 
submitting my opinion to that happy majority, which 
I am confident is always in the right ; by whom the 
liberty of the subject has been so frequently, so 
strenuously, and so successfully asserted ; who, by - 
their wise counsels, have made Qommerce to flourish, 
money to abound, inhabitants to increase, the value 
of lands and rents to rise ; and the whole island put 
on a new face of plenty and prosperity. 

But, in order to clear his excellency more fully 
from this accusation of showing his favovu-s to high- 
fliers, tories, and Jacobites, it will be necessary to 
come to particulars. 

The first person of a tory denomination, to whom 
his excellency gave any marks of his favour, was 
doctor Thomas Sheridan. It is to be observed, that 
this happened so early in his excellency's govern-* 
ment, as it may be justly supposed he had not been 
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Sttformcd of that gentleman^s chaiacter upon so dan-» 
gerous an article. The doctor bebg well known^ 
and distinguished for his skill and success in the 
education of youth, beyond most of his profession 
for many years past, was recommended to his ex- 
cellency on the score of his learning, and particu- 
larly for his knowledge in the Greek tongue ; where* 
of, it seems, his excellency is a jgreat admirer, al- 
though for what 'reasons I could never imagine^ 
However, it is agreed on all hands, that his lordship 
was too easily prevailed on by the doctor's request, 
or indeed rather from the bias of his own nature, to 
hear a tragedy acted in that unknown language by 
the doctor's lads, which was written by some heathen 

• author ; but whether it contained any tory or high 
church principles, must be left to the consciences of 
the boys, the doctor, and his excellency ; the only 
witnesses in^ this case, whose testimojiies can be de- 
pended upon. 

It seems, his excellency (a thing never to be suffici- 
ently wondered at) was so pleased with his entertain- 
ment, that some time after he gave the doctor a church 
living to the value of almost one hundred pounds a 
year, and made him one of his chaplains ; from an 
antiquated notion that good schoolmasters ought to 
be encouraged in every nation professing civility and 
religion. Yet his excellency did not venture to make 
this bold step without strong recommendations from 
persons of undoubted principles fitted to the times ; 
who thought themselves bound in justice, honour^ 

-and gratitude, to do the doctor a good office, in re- 
turn for the care he had taken of their children, or 
of those of their friends. Yet the catastrophe was 
tchiblc ; for the doctor, in the height of his felicity 
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and gtutitude, going down to take possession of hb 
parish) and furnished with a few led sermons, where- 
of as it is to be supposed the number was very small, 
having never served a cure iathe church, he stopped" 
at Cork to attend on his bishop; and going to 
church on the Sunday following, was, according to 
the usual civility of country clergymen, invited by 
the minister of the parish to supply the pulpit. It 
happened to be the first of August ; and the ^rst of 
August happened that year to light upon a Sunday : 
and it happened that the doctor's text was in these 
wt)rds ; Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof* ; 
and lastly, it happened that some one person of the 
congregation, whose loyalty made him watchful upon 
every appearance of danger to his majesty's person 
and government, when service was over, gave the 
alarm. Notice was immediately sent up to town ; 
and by the zeal of one man of no large dimensions 
of body or mind, such a clamour was raised, that 
we in Dublin could apprehend no less than an in- 
vasion by the pretender, who must be landed in the 
south. The result Was, that the doctor must be 
struck out of the chaplains list, and appear no more 
at the castle ; yet whether he were then, or be at 
this day, a whig or a tory, I think is a secret ; only 
it is manifest, that he is a zealous Hanoverian at least 
ih poetry, and a great admirer of the present royal 
iamily through all its branches. His friends likewise 
assert, that he had preached this sermon often under 
the same text ; that not having observed the words, 
till he was in the pulpit, and had opened his notes, 
as he is a person a little abstracted, he wanted pre- 

* The firtt of August is the anniversary of the Hanoverian 

faznily's accession to the crown of Great Britain. 
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«cnce of mind to change them : and that in the 
whdle sermon there was not a syllable relating to go- 
vernment or party, or to the subject of the day. 

In this incident there seems to have been a union 
of events, that will probably never happen again to 
the end of the world ; or is^ at least, like the grand 
conjunction in the heavens ; which, I think, they 
say can arrive but once in twenty thousand years. 

The second gentleman (if I am right in my chro^ 
nology) who, under the suspicion of a tory, received 
some favour from his excellency, is Mr. James 
Stopford ; very strongly recommended by the most 
eminent whig in England, on the account of his 
learning and virtue, and other accomplishments. He 
had passed the greatest part of his youth in close 
study, or in travelling, and was either not at home, 
or not at leisure to trouble his thoughts about party ; 
which I allow to be a great omission, although I 
canpot honestly place him in the list of tories : and 
therefore think his excelkncy may be fairly acquitted 
for making him vicar of Finglass, worth about one 
hundred pounds a yean 

The third is doctor Patrick Delany. This divine 
. lie^ under some disadvantage ; having in his youth 
received many civilities from a certain* person, then 
in a very high station here; for which reason I doubt 
the doctof* never drank his confusion since ; and 
what makes the matter desperate, it is now too late ; 
unless our inquisitors will be content with drinking 
confusion to his memory. The aforesaid eminent 
person, who was a judge of all merit, except that 
of party, distinguished the doctor among oth«r ju- 

* Sir Constantine Phipps, lord chancelloi of Ireland when queen 
Anne died* 
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niors in our unirersky, for his learning;, ynrtnc^ dis- 
cretion, and good sense. But the doctor was dica 
in too good a situation at his college, to hope, or 
endeavour at a better establishment, from one who 
had no power to give it him. 

Upon the present lord lieutenant*s coming over, 
the doctor was named to his excellency by a friend* 
among other clergy of distinction, as persons whose 
characters it was proper hb excellency should know ; 
and by the truth of which the giver would be con* 
tent to stand or fall in his excellcncy*s opinion i since 
not one of those persons were in particidar friendship 
with the gentleman who gave in their names. By 
this, and some other incidents, particularly the re- 
conunendation of the late archbishop of Dublin, 
the doctor became Icnown to his excellency ; whose 
fatal turn of mind toward heathenish and outlandish 
books and languages, finding, as I conceive, a like 
disposition in the doctor, was the cause of his be- 
coming so dcHuestick, as we are told he is, at the 
castle of Dublin. 

Three or four years ago, the doctor grown weary 
of an academick life, for some reasons best known 
to the managers of the discipline in that learned so- 
ciety (which it may not be fiir their honour to men- 
tion) resolved to leave it ; although, by the benefit 
of the pupils, and his senior fellowship, with all its 
perquisites, he received every year between nine 
hundred and a thousand pounds. And a small nor- 
thern living, in the university's donation, of some- 
what better than one hundred pounds a year fiaiUing 
at the same time with the chancellorship of Christ- 
church, to about equal the value, in the gift of ^is 

* The authoc 
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/CisCeUeficy ; the doctor ventured into the world in a 
very scanty condition ; having squandered away all 
his annual income in a manner which^ although per-- 
hsaps proper enough for a clergyman without a family, 
will not be for the advantage of his character to dis^ 
cover, either on the exchange or at a banker's shop^ 

About two months ago, his excellency gave the 
doctor a prebend in St. Patrick's cathedral ; which 
being of near the same value with either of the two 
former, will add a third part to his revenues, after 
be shall have paid the great encumbrances upon it : 
so that he may now be said to possess of church 
preferments in scattered tithes three hundred pounds 
a year ; instead of the like sum of infallible sents 
from a senior fellowship, with the offices annexed ; 
beside the advantage of a free lodging, a great num« 
ber of pupils, and some other easements. 

But since the doctor has not, in any of his writ- 
iiigs^ his sermons, his actions, his discourse, or his 
company, discovered one single principle of either 
whig or tory ; and that the lord lieutenant still con-^ 
tinues to admit him; I shall boldly pronaunce him 
ONE OF US : but, like a new freemason, who has 
not yet learned all the dialect of the mystery. Nei- 
ther can he justly be accused of any tory doctrines ; 
except perhaps some among those few, with which 
that wicked party was charged during the height of 
their power, but have been since transferred, for the 
most solid reasons, to the whole body of our firmest 
friends. 

I have now done with the clergy : and upon the 
strictest exammation, have not been able to find above 
one of that order, against whom any party suspicion 
can lie ; I mea^ the un&rtunate gentleman doctor 
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.Shendan^ \vho, by mere chaDce-medleyj shot hb 
own fortune dead with a single text. 

As to the laity, I can hear of but one person of 
the tory stamp, who, sinc^ the beginning of his ex* 
cellency's government, did ever receive any solid 
mark of his favour : I mean sir Arthur Acheson, re« 
ported to be an acknowledged tory ; and what is 
almost as bad, a scholar into the bargain. It is 
whispered about, as a certain troth, that this gentle-- 
man is to have a grant of a certain barrack upon his 
estate within two miles of his own house ; for which 
the crown is to be his tenant, at the rent of sixty 
pormds per annum ; he being only at the expense of 
about five hundred pounds, to put the bouse in re- 
pair, build stables, and other necessaries* I will place 
this invidious mark of beneficence conferred on a 
tory in a fak light, by computing the costs and ne^ 
cessary defalcations : after which it may be seen how 
much sir Arthur will be annually a clear gainer by 
thepublick: notwithstanding his unfortunate prin- 
ciples, and his knowledge in Greek and Latin. 
For repairs, &c. 500l. the interest where- 7 
of per ann. i 

For all manner of poultry to furnish the'N 
troopers, but which the said troopers f 
must be at the labour of catching, va- C 
lued per ann. - . J 

For straggling sheep 
For game destroyed five miles round 
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Thus, if sir Arthur Ache$6n shall have tlie good 
fortune to obtain a grant of this barrack^ he will re- 
ceive net profit annually from the crown ELEVEN 
pounds sterling, to help him in entertaining the 
officers, and making provisions for his younger 
children. 

It is true, there is another advantage to be ex- 
pected, which may fully compensate the loss of cat- 
tle and poultry ; by multiplying the breed of man- 
idnd, and particularly that of good protestants, in a 
part of the kingdom, half depopulated by the wild 
humour among the farmers there, of leaving their 
country. But I am not so skilful in arithmetick, as 
to compute the value. 

I have reckoned one per cent below the legal in* 
terest for the money that sir Arthur must expend ; 
and valued the damage in the other articles very 
moderately. However, I am confident he may with 
good management be a saver at least ; which is a 
prodigious instance of moderation in our friends to« 
' ward a professed tory : whatever merit he may pre- 
tend, by the unwillingness he has shown to make 
his excellency uneasy in his administration. 

Thus I have, with the utmost impartiality, col- 
lected every single favour (farther than personal ci- 
vilities) conferred by his excellency on tones, and 
reputed tories, since his first arrival here, to the 
30th day of April in the year of our Lord 1730, 
giving fdl allowance possible to the arguments on 
the other side of the question : and the account will 
stand thus : 

Disposed of preferments and employments to tories, 
or reputed tones, by his excellency John, lord Car- 
teret, 
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teret, lord lieutenant of Ireland^ in about the spdce 
of six years : 

To doctor Thomas Sheridan, in a rectory 1 

i;r. , ' VlOO O 

nearKinsale, per annum C 

To sir Arthur Acheson. baronet, a bar- 1 

, > 11 O O 

rack, perann. j 

111 o o 



Give me leave now to compute in gross the %'alue 
of the &vours done by his excellency to the true 
fiiends of their king and country, and of the pro- 
testant religion. 

It is to be remembered, that although his excel* 
lency cannot be properly said to bestow bishopricks, 
commands in the army, the place of a judge, or 
commissioner in the revenue, and some others ; yet 
they are for the most part disposed upon his recom* 
mendation, except where the penons are inunedi* 
ately sent from England by their interest at court ; 
for which I have . allowed great defalcations in the 
following accounts. And it is remarkable, that the 
only considerable station conferred on' a tory since 
his present excellency's government, was of this lat« 
ter kind. 

And indeed it is but too notorious, that in a 
neighbouring nation (where this dangerous denomi- 
nation of men is incomparably more numerous, more 
powerful, and of consequence more formidable) 
ceal tones can often with much less difficulty ob- 
tain very high favours from the government, than 

their 
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their rqpnted brediren can anive to the lowest io 
oun. I Qbsenre this with all possible aubmissioa to 
>hc wisdom of their policy; which however will 
not, I believe^ dispute the praise of vigilance with 
ours. 

WHIG account. 

To persons promoted to bishopricks^^ 

or removed to more beneficial ones^ > 10050 O 

-computed per ann 3 

To civil employments 9030 O O 

To military commands 8436 O O 

27516 O O 



TORY account. 
To tones 11 1 O 



Balance 27405 O O 



I shall conclude with this observation, that as I 
think the tones have sufficient reason to be fully 
satisfied with the share of trust, power, and employ- 
ments, which they possess under the lenity of the 
present government ; so, I do not find how his ex- 
cellency can be justly censured for favouring none 
but high church, highflyers, termagants, laudists, 
sacheverellians, tiptopgallonmcn, Jacobites, tantivies, 
antihanoverians, friends to popery and the pretender 
and to arbitrary power, disobligers of England, 
breakers of DEPENDENCY, inflamers of quarrels 
between the two nations, publick incendiaries, ene-^ 
mies to the king and kingdoms, haters of TRUE 

Vol. IX* R protestants. 
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protcstaats^ laurelmen, annists, complainen of the 
jsadoa^s poverty^ ormondians, iconoclasts, antiglo* 
nous-memoristSy antirevoludoners, white-rosalists, 
tenth-a-junianSy and the like ; when, by a fair state 
of the account, the balance, I conceive^ seems to lie 
on the other aide. 
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CONSIDERATIONS 

UPOJT 

TWO BILLS 

SliNT BOV^M FJetOM THB RIGHT HOKOURABLS rTHS 
HOUSE OP LORDS TO THB HONOURABLE THE ROtJSB 
OP COMMONS IK IRELAND RBLATII^Q TO TH1$ 
CLERGY. 

WBITTEN IN THB YEAR 173K 



1 HAVE often, for above a month past, desired 
some few clergymen, who are pleased to visit me, 
that they would procure an extract of two bills^ 
brought into the council by some of the bishops^ 
and both of them since passed in the house of lords : 
but I could never obtain what I desired, whether by 
the forgetfulness or negligence of those whom I em* 
ployed, or the difficulty of the thing itself. There- 
fore, if I shall happen to mistake in any fact of con-^ 
sequence, I desire my remarks upon it may pass for 
nothing ; for my information is no better than what 
I received in words from several divines, who seemed 
to agree with each other. I have not the honour to 
be acquainted with any one single prelate, of the 
kingdom ; and am a stranger to their characters, far- 
ther than ai common fame reports them, which is 

B2 not 
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not to be depended on ; therefore I cannot be sap^ 
posed to act upon a principle of resentment. I 
esteem their fiinctioiifi (if I may be aUowed to say so 
without oflence) as truly apostolical^ and absolutely 
necessary to the perfection of a christian church. 

There are no qualities more incident to the frailty 
and corruptiona of human kind, than an indiiFerencc 
or insensibility for other men's su^erings^ and a sud^ 
den forgctfiilaess of their own former humble state^ 
when they rise in the world. These two dispositions, 
have not, I think, any where so strongly exerted 
themselves, as in the order of bisliops with regard to 
the inferiour clergy ; for which I can find no reasons^ 
but such as naturally should seem to operate a quite 
eontrary way. The maintenance of the clergy 
throughout the kingdom, is precarious and uncertain, 
collected from a most miserable race of beggarly 
farmers ; at whose mercy every minister lies to be de* 
frauded. His office as rector or vicar, if it be duly 
executed, is very laborious. As soon as he is pro^ 
moted to a bishoprick, the scene is entirely and hap- 
pily changed ; his revenues are large, and as surely 
paid as those of the king ; his whole business is, 
once a year to receive the attendance, the submis- 
sion, and the proxy money of all his clergy, in what- 
ever part of the diocese he shall please to think moat 
convenient for himself. Neither is his personal pre- 
tence necessary, for the business may be done by a 
vicar general. The fatigue of ordination, is just 
tvhat the bishops please to make it ; and as matters 
have been for some time, and may probably re- 
main, the fewer ordinations the better. The rest of 
their visible office consists, in the honour of attend- 
ing pariiaments and councils, and bestowing prefer- 
ments 
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ments in their own gifts ; in which last emplo]rment^ 
and in their spiritual and temporal courtS3 the labour 
falls to their vicars general^ secretaries^ proctors^ ap^ 
paritors^ seneschals, and die like. Now, I say3 in so 
quick a change^ whereby their brethren in a few days 
are become their subjects, it would be reasonable at 
least to hope that the labour, confinement^ and sub* 
jection, from which diey have so lately escaped^ like 
a bird out of the snare of the fowler^ might a little 
incline them to remember the condition of those^ 
who were but last week their equals, probably their 
companions or their friends, and possibly as reason- 
able expectants. There is a known story of colonel 
Tidcomb, who, while he continued a subaltern of<» 
ficer, was every day complaining against the pride^ 
oppression, and hard treatment of colonela toward 
their officers; yet in a very few minutes after he 
had received his commission for a legiment, walk, 
ing with a friend on the mall, he confessed that the 
spirit of colonelship was coming fast upon him; which 
spirit is said to have daily increased to the hour of 
his death. 

It is true, the clergy of this kin^om, who are 
promoted to bishopricks, have always some great ad- 
vantages ; either that of rich deaneries, opulent and 
multiplied rectories and dignities, strong alliances by 
birth or marriage, fortified by a superlative degree of 
zeal and loyalty : bat however, they were all at first 
no more than young beginners ;^nd before their 
great promotion, were known by their plain Christian 
names among their old companions, the middling 
rate of clergymen ; nor coi^ld therefore be strangers 
to their condition, or with any good grace forget it 
so soon, a» it has too often happened* 

B 3 I confess, 
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I confess, I do not remember to have observed 
any body of men acting with so little concert, as our 
clergy have done, in a point, where their opinions 
appeared to be unanimous : a point, wherein their 
whole temporal support was concerned, as well as 
their power of serving God and his church, in their 
spiritual functions. This has been imputed to their 
fear of disobliging, or hopes of farther favours upon 
compliance ; because it was observed, that some who 
appeared at first with the greatest zeal, thought fit sud- 
denly to absent themselves from the usual meetings : 
yet we know what expert solicitors the quakers, the 
dissenters^ and even the papists have sometimes found, 
to drive a point of advantage^ or prevent an impend- 
ing evil. 

I have not seen any extract from the two bills 
introduced' by the bishops into the privy council ; 
where the clergy, upon some failure in favour, or 
through the timorousness of many among their bre- 
thren, were refused to be heard by the council. It 
seems, these bills were both returned, agreed to by 
the king and council in England^ and the house of 
lords has with great expedition passed them both ; 
and it is said, they are immediately to be sent down 
to the commons for their consent. 

The particulars, as they have been imperfectly re- 
ported to me, are as follow : 

By one of the bills, the bishops have power to 
oblige the country clergy to build a mansion house, 
upon whatever part of their glebes, their lordships 
shall command ; and if the living be above 50l. a 
year, the minister is bound to build, after three 
years, a house that shall cost one years and a halfs 
reiiit of his income. For instance, if a clergyman 

with 
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with a wife and seven children gets a living of 55L 
per annum, he must, after three years, build a house 
that shall cost 77l. 10s. and must support his family, 
during the time the bishop shall appoint for the 
building of it, with the remainder. But if the living 
be under 50l. a year, the minister shall be allowed 
lOOl. out of the first-fruits. 

But there is said to be one circumstance a little 
extraordinary ; that if there be a single spot in the 
glebe more barren, more marshy, more exposed to 
the winds, more distant from the church, or skeleton 
of a church, or from any conveniency of building ; 
the rector or vicar may be obliged, by the caprice os 
pique.of the bishop, to build, under pain of sequestra* 
rion (an office which ever falls into the most knavish 
hands) upon whatever point his lordship shall com- 
mand ; although the farmers have not paid one quar- 
ter of his dues. 

I believe, under the present distresses of the king* 
dom (which inevitably without a miracle must in- 
crease for ever) there are not ten country clergymen 
in Ireland, reputed to possess a parish of lOOl. per 
annum, who for some years past have actually re- 
ceived 6ol. and that with the utmost difficulty and 
vexation. I am therefore at a loss what kind of 
valuators the bishops will make use of; and whether 
the starving vicar shall be forced to build his house 
with the money he never received. 

The other bill, which passed in two days after the 
former, is said to concern the division of parishes into 
as many parcels as the bishop shall think fit, only 
leaving 300l. a year to the mother church ; which 
3001. by another act passed some years ago, they 
van divide likewise, aad crumble as low as their 

B4 will 



Digitized by 



Google 



M6 C01lfti:&BttA*f KmS V»OK 

^n aiid pfoslsittt will dispooe diem« So that instead 
4tf dijc hundred clergymen, whkh, I think, is tht 
usud tdmpatation, we may have in a small compass 
aI years, dmost as many thousands to live with de« 
tdhty and tomfort, provide for their children, be 
thatitable to the poor, and maintain hospitality. 

But it is very reasonable to hope, and he^utily to 
be wished by all those who have the least regard to 
Cmt* holy religion, &s hitherto established, cm- to a 
learned, pious, diligent, conversable clergyman, or 
tvtn to common humanity, that the honourable 
hcmse of commons will, in their great wisdom, 
justice, and tenderness to innocent men, consider 
these bills in another light. It is said they well 
know this kingdom not to be so overstocked with 
neighbouring gentry, but a discreet leamed clergy^-^ 
li^an^ with a competency fit fat one of his education, 
may be an entertsuning, a useful, and sometimes a 
necessary companion* That, although such a clei^^^ 
mto may not be able constantly to find beef and mnt 
for his own family, yet he may be allowed sometimes. 
to afilbrd both to a neighbour without distressing 
himself ( and the rather, because he may expect at 
teast as good a return. It will probably be consider- 
ed, that in many desolate parts, there may not be 
\ always a sufiident number of persons, considerable 

-^ enough to be trusted with commissions of the peace, 

which several of the clergy now supply, much bet- 
ter than a little, hedge, contemptible, illiterate vicar 
' firotq twenty to fifty pounds a year, the son of a 

wearer, pedlar, tailor, or miller, c^n bepresume4 
$0 do. 

The landlords and farmers, by this scheme, can 
fin^ no profit, but wilj certainly be losers. For 

instance^ 
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instance^ if the large northern livings be split into a 
dozen ptfishes or more, it will be very necessary for 
the little threadbare gownman, with his wife^ his 
proctor^ and every child who can crawly to watch 
the fidds at harvest time, for fear of loung a single 
sheaf, which he conld not afford under peril of a 
day's starving : for, according to the Scotch pro- 
Verb, a hungry louse bites sore. This would, of 
necessity, breed an infinite number of wrangles and 
litigious suits in the spiritual courts ; and put the 
wretched pastor at perpetual variance with his whole 
parish. But, as they have hitherto stood, a clergy* 
man established in a competent living, is not under 
the necessity of being so sharp, vigilant, and exacting. 
On l&e contrary, it is well known and allowed, that 
the clergy, round the kingdom, think themselves 
wen treated, if they lose only one single third of 
their legal demands. 

The honourable house may perhaps be inclined to 
<»nceive, that ray lords the bishops enjoy as ample 
a power, both spiritual and temporal, as will fiilly 
#uf&ce to answer every branch of their ofEce ; that 
they want no laws to regulate the conduct of those 
cleigymen over whom they preside ; that if non- 
residence be a grievance, it is the patron's fault, 
who makes not a better choice, or caused the plu- 
tdity. That if the general impartial character of 
persons chosen into the church, had been more 
rsgarded, and the motive of party, alliance, kin- 
ged, flatterers; ill judgment, or personal favour, 
regarded less, there would be fewer complaints of 
non-residence, want of care, blamable behaviour, 
or any other part of misconduct ; not to mention 
ignorance and stupidity, 

I could 
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I coold name certain gentlemen of the gMfn^ 
whose awkward, spruce^ pnm^ sneering, and smirk- 
ing countenances^ the very tone of their voices, and 
an ungainly strut in their walk, without one single 
talent for any one office, having ccMitrived to get 
good preferment, by the mere force of fkttery and 
cringing : for which two virtues (the only two vir- 
ti^es they pretend to) they were, however, utterly 
unqualified : and whom, if I were in power, al- 
though they were my nephews, or bad married my 
nieces, I could never, in point of good conscience 
or honour, have recommended to a curacy in 0>n* 
naught. 

The honourable bouse of commons may likewise 
perhaps consider, that the gentry of this kingdom, 
difier from all others upon earth, being less csppt^ 
ble of employments in their own country, than any 
others who come from abroad ; and that most of 
them have little expectadon of providing for their 
younger children, otherwise than by the church; 
in which there might be some hopes of getting a 
tolerable maintenance. For, after the patrons should 
have settled their sons, their nephews, their nieces, 
their dependents, and their followers invited over 
from the other side, there would still remain an 
overplus of smaller church preferments, to be given 
to such clergy of the nation, who shall have their 
quantum of whatever merit may be then in &shion. 
But by these bills, they will be all as absolutely 
excluded, as if they had passed under the denomi- 
nation of tones ; unless they can be contented at 
the utmost with 50l. a year ; which, by the diffi- 
culties of collecting tithes in Ireland, and the daily 
increasing miseries of the people, will hardly rise to 
half thfit sum. It 
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it'is observed, that the divines sent over hither 
to govern this church, have not seemed to consider 
the difference between both kingdoms, with respect 
to the inferiour clergy. As to themselves indeed, 
they find a large revenue in lands let at one quarter 
value, which consequently must be paid while there 
is a penny left among us ; and the publick distress so 
little affects their interests, that their fines are now 
higher than ever : they content themselves to sup- 
pose, that whatever a parish is said to be worthy 
comes all into the parson's pocket. 

The poverty of great numbers among the clergy 
of England, has been the continual complaint of 
all men who wish well to the church, and many 
schemes have been thought on to redress it ; yet aa 
English vicar of 40l. a year, lives much more com- 
fortably than one of doable the value in Ireland. 
His farmers, generally speaking, are able and wil- 
ling to pay him his full dues : he has a decent 
church of ancient standing, filled every Lord's day 
with a large congregation of plain people, well clad, 
and behaving themselves as if they believed in God 
and Christ. He has a house and barn in repair, a 
field or two to graze his cows, with a garden and 
orchard. No guest expects more from him than a 
pot of ale : he lives like an honest plain farmer, as 
his wife is dressed but little better than goody« 
He is sometimes graciously invited by the squire, 
where he sits at an humble distance : if he gets the 
love of his people, they often make him little use- 
ful presents : he is happy by being born to no 
higher expectation ; for he is usually the son of 
some ordinary tradesman, or middling firmer. His 
learning is much of a size with his birth and edu- 
cation ; 
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cadbn ; oo ittore of either, than what a poor hun*- 
giy servitor can be expected to bring with him from 
his college. It would be tedious to show the reverse 
of all this, in our distant poorer parishes through 
most parts of Ireland, wherein every reader may 
make the comparison. 

Lastly, the honourable house of commons may 
consider, whether the scheme of multiplying beg- 
garly clergymen through the whole kingdom, who 
must all have votes for choosing parliament men 
(provided they can prove their freeholds to be worth 
403. per annum, ultra reprtsas) may not, by their 
numben, have great mfluence upon elections ; be« 
ing entirely under the dependence of dieir bishops. 
For, by a moderate computation, after all the divi* 
Mons and subdivisions of parishes, that my lords the 
bishops have power to make by their new laws, there 
will, as soon as the present set of clergy goes ofi^ 
be raised an army of ecclesiasdcal miUtants, able 
enough for any kind of service except that of the 
altar. 

I am indeed in some concern about a fund for 
building a thousand or two churches, wherein these 
probationers may read their wall lectures ; and be^ 
gin to doubt they must be contented with baras ; 
which baras, will be one great advancing step, tOr* 
ward an accommodation with our tme protestant 
brethren, the dissenters. 

The scheme of encouraging clergymen to build 
houseis, by dividing a living of SOOl. a year into ten 
parts, is a contrivance, the meaning whereof has got 
on the wrong side of mjr comprehension ; unless it 
may be argued, that bishops build no houses because 
they are so rich ; and therefore the inferiour dcrgy 

wiU 
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will certainly build, if you reduce them to beggary. 
But I knew a very rich man of quality in England, 
who could nerer be persuaded to keep a servant out 
of livery ; because such ^rvants would be expensive, 
and apt in time to look like gentlemen : whereat 
the others were ready to submit to the basest offices, 
and at a cheaper poinjrworth might increase his re* 
tinue. 

I hear, it is the opinion of many wise jnen, duit 
before these bills pass both houses, they should be 
aent back to England, with the following clauses 
inserted. 

First, that whereas tha« may be about a doeen 
double bishopricks in Ireland, those bishopricka 
should be split and given to different persons ; and 
those of a single denomination be also divided into 
two, three, or four parts, as occasion shall require $ 
otherwise there may be a question started, whether 
twenty-two prelates can effectually esctend their pa* 
temal care, and unlimited power, fat die protection 
and correction of so great a number of spiritual sub* 
jects. But this proposal will meet with such fiirious 
objections, that I shall not insist upon it : for I weU 
remember to have read, what a terrible fiig^ the 
irogs were in, iipon a report that the sun was going 
to marry. 

Another clause should be, that none of these 
twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty pounders may be suf* 
fered to marry, ui^der the penalty of immediate de«- 
privarion; their Carriages declared null, and their 
children bastards : for some desponding people, take 
the kingdom to be in no condition of encouraging 
so numerous a breed of beggars. 

A third clause will be necessary, that these humble 

gentry, 
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gentry, should be absolutely disqualifieid fixun gcvixig 
Votes in elections for parliament men* 

Others add a fourth ; which is^ a clause of indaU 
gence, that these reduced divines may be permitted 
to follow any lawful ways of living, which will not call 
them too often or too far from their spiritual offices ; 
for, unless I misapprehend, they are supposed to have 
episcopal ordination. For example ; they may be 
tappers of linen, bailiffs of the manor; they may 
let blood or apply plasters for three miles round : 
they may get a dispensation to hold the clerkship 
and sextonship of their own parish in commendam. 
Their wives and daughters may make shirts for the 
neighbourhood ; or, if a barrack be near, for the 
soldiers : in linen countries they may card and spin, 
and keep a few looms in the house : they may let 
lodgings, and sell a pot of ale without doors, but 
not at home unless to sober company, and at regular 
hours. It is by some thought a little hard, that in 
an affair of the last consequence to the very being of 
the clergy in the points of Uberty and property, as 
well as in their abilities to perform their daty, this 
whole reverend body, who are the established instruc- 
tors of the nation in Christianity and moral lirtaes^ 
and are the only persons concerned^ should be the 
sole persons not consulted. Let any scholar show 
the Hke precedent in Christendom, for twelve hun- 
dred years past. ' An act of parliament for settling 
or selling an estate in a private family, is never 
passed, until all parties give consent, fiut in the 
present case the whole body of the clergy is, as 
themselves apprehend,, determined to utter min, 
without once expecting or asking their opinion ; and 
dais by a scheme contrived only by one part of .the 
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convocation, whUc the other part, which has been 
chosen in the usual fsrms, wants only the regal per- 
mission to assemble, and consult about the afEurs 
of the church, as their predecessors have always 
done in former ages : where it is presumed, the lower 
house has a power of proposing canons, and a ne- 
gative voice, as well as the upper. And God forbid 
(say these objectors) tliat there should be a real se- 
parate interest between the bishops and clergy, any 
more than there is between a man and his wife, a 
king and his people, or Christ and his church. 

It seems there is a provision in the bill, that no 
parish shall be cut into scraps without the consent of 
several persons, who can be no sufierers in the mat- 
ter ; but I cannot find that the cki^ lay much 
weight on this caution ; because they arguie, that 
the very persons from whom these bills took their 
rise, will have the greatest share in the decision. 

I do not by any means conceive the crying sin 
of the clergy in this kingdom to be that of non- 
residence. I am sure, it is many degrees less so 
here than in England, unless the possession of plu- 
ralities may pass under that name ; and if this be a 
fault, it is well known to whom it must be im- 
puted : I believe, upon a fair inquiry (and I hear 
an inquiry is to be made) they will appear to be 
most pardonably few ; especially, considering how 
many parishes have not an inch of glebe, and how 
difficult it is upon any reasonable terms to find, a 
place of habitation. And therefore, God knows 
whether my lords the bishops will be soon able to 
convince the clergy, or those who have any regaid 
for that venerable body, that the chief mptive in 
their lordships minds, by procuring these bills, was, 

to 
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to prevent t^ sin of non-itskieiice ; while the unu 
Tcnal opinion of aimoet evtiy dergymaa in thr 
kingdom^ widioot distincdon of party^ taking io even 
those who are not likely to be sufferers^ stands di^ 
lectly against them. 

If some livings in the north may be justly tfaou^it 
too laige a compass of land, which makes it inco9- 
Tenientfor the remotest inhabitants to attend the 
service of the dmrch, which in some instances may 
be true, no reasonable clergyman would oppose a 
proper remedy by particular acts of parliament. 

Thus, for instance, the deanery of Down, a coon- 
try deanery I think without a cathedral, depending 
wholly upon a union of parishes joined together in 
a time when the land lay waste and thinly inhabited^ 
since those circumstances ane so prodigioasly chsmged 
for the better, may propeiiy be lessened, laving a 
decent competency to the dean, and placing reo* 
tories in the remaimng churches, which are now 
served only by stipendiary curates. 

The case may be probd3ly the same in other parts : 
and such a proceeding, discreetly managed, would 
be truly £br the good of the church. 

For it is to be observed, that the dean and cbap^ 
ter lands, which in England were all seized under 
the fenatick usurpation, are things luiknown in Ire- 
land, having been long ravished from the church by 
a succession of confusions, and tithes applied in thek 
stead to support that ecclesiastical dignity. 

The late archbishop of Dublin* had a very dif- 
ferent way of encouraging the clergy of his diocese 
to residence : when a lease had run out seven yean 

* The right rev. Dr. William Kimc. 
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or more, be stipulated with the teoant to reugn up 
twenty or thirty acres to the minister of the parish 
where it lay convenient, without lessening his former 
rent, and with no great abatement of the fine ; and 
this he did in the parts near Dublin, where land 
is at the highest rates, leaving a small chiefry for the 
minister to pay, hardly a sixth part of the value. I 
doubt not, that almost every bishop in the kingdom 
may do the same generous act^ with less damage tQ 
their sees than his late grace of Dublin ; much of 
whose lands were out in fee farms^ or leases for lives ; 
and I am sorry that the good example of aucb-a pre- 
late has not been followed. -- 

But a great majority of the clergy^s friends ^aonot 
hitherto reconcile themselves to this project ; which 
they call a levelling principle, that must inevitably 
root out the seeds of all honest emulation, tJie legal 
parent of the greatest virtue and most generous ac- 
tions among men ; but which, in the general opinion 
(for I do not pretend to offer my own) will never 
more have room to exert itself in the breast of any 
clergyman whom this kingdom shall produce. 

But, whether the consequences of these bills may^ 
by the virtues and • frailties of future bishops, sent 
over hither to rule the church, terminate in good or 
evil, I shall not presuny to determine, since God 
can work the former out of the latter. However, 
one thing I can venture to assert ; that from the 
earliest ages of Christianity, to the minute I am now 
writing, there never was a precedent of such a pro- 
ceeding ; much less was it to be feared, hoped, or 
apprehended, from such hands in any christian coun- 
try ; and so it may pass for more than a phenix ; 

V OL. IX. S because 
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because it has risen without any assistance from the 
ashes of its sire* 

The appearance of so many dissenters at the hear-- 
ing of this cause, is what, I am told, has not been 
charged to the account of their prudence or mode-^ 
ration ; because that action has been censured as a 
mark of triumph and insult before the victory is 
complete : since neither of these bills has yet passed 
the house of commons, and some are pleased to 
think it not impossible that they may be rejected*. 
Neither do I hear, that there is an enacting clause in 
either of the bills, to apply any part of the divided 
or subdivided tithes, toward increasing the stipends 
of the sectaries. So that these gentlemen seem to 
be gratified like him, who after having been kicked 
down stairs, took comfort when he saw his friend 
kicked down after him. 

I have heard many more objections against several 
particulars of both these bills ; but they are of a 
high nature, and carry such dreadful inuendoes, that 
I dare not mention them; resolving to give no 
offence, because I well know how obnoxious I have 
long been (although I conceive without any fault of 
my own) to the zeal and principles of those, who 
place all difference in opinion concerning publick 
matters, to the score of disaffection ; whereof I am 
at least as innocent as the loudest of my detractors. 

Dublin, Feb. 24, ' 
1731.Z. 

♦ They were rejected in the house of commoni by a great 
majority. 
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A 

Proposal 

FOR AN 

ACT OF PARLIAMENT 

TO PAY OFF THE DEBT OF THE NATION, WITHOUT 
TAXING THE SUBJECT: 

BY WHICH THE NUMBER OF LANDED GENTRY AND 
SUBSTANTIAL FARMERS WILL BB CONSIDBRABLX 
INCREASED^ AND NO PERSON WILL BB THE POORER, 
OR CONTRIBUTE ONE FARTHING TO THB CHARGE*. 

WRITTEN IN THE YEAR 1732. 



1 HE debts contracted some years past for the ser- 
vice and safety of the nation, are grown so great, that 
under our present distressed condition^ by the want 
of trade, the great remittances to pay absentees, re- 
giments serving abroad, and many other drains of 
money well enough known and felt, the kingdom 
seems altogether unable to discharge them, by the 
common methods of payment : and ^either a poll or 
land tax^ would be too odious to think of^ especially 

* The reader will perceive the following treatise to be altogether 

konica]/ 
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the latter; because the lands, which have been Itt 
for these ten or dozen years past were raised so high, 
that the owner can at present hardly receive any rent 
at all. For it is the usual practice of an Irish tenant 
rather than wiint land, to ofFer more for a farm, than 
he knows he can be ever able to pay ; and in that 
case, he grows desperate, and pays nothing at all. 
So that a landtax upon a racked estate, would be a 
burden wholly insupportable. 

The question will then be, how these national 
debts can be paid ; and how I can make good the 
several particulars of my proposal ; which I shall now 
■lay open to the publick. 

The TCvemies of their graces and lordships the 
archbtshops and bishops of this kii^gdom, (exclude 
ing the iiaes) do amount by a moderate conxputa- 
tion to 368OOI. per ann. I mean the rents which 
the bishops receive from their tenants. But the real 
value of those lands at a full rent, taking the several 
sees one with another, is reckoned to be at least 
three fourths more ; so that multiplying 368OOI. 
by 4, the full rent of all the bi&hops lands will 
amoutit to 147200I. per ann., from which subtract- 
ing the present rent received by their lordships, that 
is 368OOL, the profits of th^ lands received by the 
first and second tenants (who both have great bar- 
gains) tvill rise to tlie sum of 1 104001., per ann. ; 
which land3, if they were to be sold at twenty-two 
years purchase, would raise a sum of 24281001., re- 
serving to the bishops their present rents^ only ex- 
cluding fines. ^ 

Of this sum I propose that out of the one half, 
Whidh amounts to I2i4400l., so much be applied, 
as will entirely discharge the debts of the nation ; 
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and the remainder he laid up in the treasxjury, to sup- 
ply contingencies, as well as to dischai^e some of 
our heavy taxes, until the kingdom $hall be in a. 
better conditii)n. 

But, whereas the present set of bishops would be 
great losers by this scheme for want of their fines ; 
. v^hicb would be a hard treatment to s.uch religious, 
loyal, and deserving personages ; I have therefor^ 
set apart the other half, to supply that defect, which 
it will more than sufficiently do. 

A bishop's lease for the full term is reckoned to 
be worth eleven years purchase ; but if we take 
bishops round, I suppose there may be four years 
of each lease e}apsed ; and mapy of the bishops 
being well stricken in years, I cannot think tbei? 
lives round to be worth more than seven years pur- 
chase ; so that the purchasers may very well afFor4 
fifteen years purchase for the reversion, especially by 
pne great additional advantage, which I shall soon 
mention. 

This sum of 24288001. mu^t likewise be sunk 
very considerably ; because the lands are to be sol4 
only at fifteen years purchase, and this lessens the sum 
to about 1656000I., of which I propose twelve him- 
dred thousand pounds to be applied partly for the 
payment of the national debt, and partly as a fund 
for future exigencies ; and the remaining, 456000I., 
I propose as a fund for paying, the present set of 
bishops their fines ; which it will abundantly do, 
and a great part remain as zn addition to the publick 
stock. 

Although the bishops round do not in reahty re- 
ceive three fines a piece, which take up 21 years, yet 
I allow it to be so ; but then I will suppose them to 

s 3 tako 
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take but one year*s rent^ in recompense of giving 
them so large a term of life ; and thus multiplying 
S6800 by 3, the product will be only 110400K> so 
that above three fourths will remain to be applied to 
publick use. 

If I have made wrong computations^ I hope to 
be excused, as a stranger to the kingdom ; which 
I never saw till I was called to an employment, and 
yet where I intend to pass the rest of my days ; but 
I took care to get the best informations I could, 
and from the most proper persons; however, the 
mistakes I may have been guilty of will very little 
affect the main of my proposal ; although they should 
cause a difference of one hundred thousand pounds 
more or less. 

These flpes are only to be psud to the bishop 
during his incumbency in the same see : if he 
change it for a better, the purchasers of the vacant 
see lands are to come immediately into possession of 
the see he has left ; and both the bishop who is re« 
moved, and he who comes into his place, are to have 
no more fines ; for the removed bishop will find his 
account by a larger revenue ; and the other see will 
find candidates enough. For the law maxim will 
here have place : caveat emptor ; I mean, the per- 
sons who succeed, may choose whether they will ac* 
cept or not- 

As to the purchasers, they will probably be tenants 
to the see, who are already in possession, and can af- 
ford to give more than any other bidder. 

I will farther explain myself. If a person already 
a bis)iop be removed into a richer see, he must be 
content with the bare revenues without any fines; 
aadso tnust he who comes into a hishoprick vacant by 
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death : and this will bring the matter sooner to bear ; 
which if the crown shall think fit to countenance^ 
will soon change the present set of bishops; and con- 
sequently encourage purchasers of their lands. For 
example : if a primate should die, and the gradation 
be*' wisely made, almost the whole set of bishops 
might be changed in a month each to his great ad- 
vantage, although no fines were to be got, and there- 
by save a great part of that sum which I have appro- 
priated toward supplying the deficiency of fines. 

I have valued the bishops lands two years purchase 
above the usual computed rate, because those lands will 
have a sanction from the king and council in Eng- 
land, and be confirmed by an act of parliament here: 
besides, it is well known, that higher prices are given 
every day for worse lands, at the remotest distances^ 
and at rack rents, which I take to be occasioned by 
want of trade : when there are few borrowers, and 
the little money in private hands lying dead, there 
is no other way to dispose of it but in buying of 
land ; which consequently makes the owners hold it 
so high. 

Besides paying the narion's debts, the sale of these 
lands, would have many other good effects upon the 
nation. It will considerably increase the. number of 
gentry, where the bishops tenants are able or wilUng 
to purchase ; for the lands will afford a hundred 
gentlemen a good revenue to each : several persona 
from England, will probably be glad to come over 
hither, and be the buyers, rather than give thirty years 
purchase at home, under the loads of taxes for the 
publick and the poor, as well as repairs ; by which 
means much money may be brought among us; 
find probably some of the purchasers themselves may 
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be content to live cheap in a worse country^ rather 
than be at the charge of exchange and agencies ; and 
perhaps of nonsolvencies in absence, if they let their 
lands too high. 

This proposal will also multiply farmers, when 
the purchasers will have lands in their own power 
to give long and easy leases to industrious husband* 
men. 

I have allowed some bishopricks, of equal income, 
to be of more or less value to the purchaser, accord* 
ing as they are circumstanced. For instance, the 
lands of the primacy and some other sees, are let so 
low, that they hardly pay a fifth penny of the real 
value to the bishop ; and there the fines are the 
greater. On the contrary, the sees of Meath and 
Clonfert, consisting, as I am told, much of tithes, 
those tithes are annually let to the tenants without 
any fines. So the see of Dublin is said to have many 
fee-farms, which pay no fines ; and some leases for 
lives, which pay very little, and not so soon nor so 
duly. 

I cannot but be confident, that their graces my 
lords the archbishops, and my lords the bishops, will 
heartily join in this proposal, out of gratitude to his 
late and present majesty, the best of kings, who have 
bestowed on them such high and opulent stations ; 
as well as in pity to this country, which is now be- 
come their own ; whereby they will be instrumental 
toward paying the nation's debts without impoverish- 
ing themselves; enrich a hundred gentlemen, as well 
^ as firee them from dependency ; and thus remove 
that envy, which is apt to fall upon their graces and 
lordships from considerable persons, whose birth and 
fertunes father qualify them to be lords of manors, 

than 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE NATIONAL DBBT. 265 

tban servile dependents upon churchmen, however 
dignified or distinguished. 

If I do not flatter myself, there could not be 
any law more popular than this. For, the immediate 
tenants to bishops, being some of them persons of 
quality and good estates, and more of them grown 
up to be gentlemen by the profits of these very 
leases under a succession of bishops, think it a dis- 
grace to be subject both to rents and fines at the 
pleasure of their landlords. Then the bulk of the 
tenants, especially the dissenters, who are our true 
loyal protestant brethren, look upon it both as an 
unnatural and iniquitous thing, that bishops should 
be owners of land at all (wherein I beg to differ 
fiDm them) being a point so contrary to the practice 
of the apostles, whose successors they are deemed 
to be; and who, although they were contented that 
land should he sold for the common use of the bre- 
thren, yet would not buy it themselves, but had it 
laid at their feet to be distributed to poor proselytes. 

I will add one word more ; that by such a whole* 
some law all the oppressions felt by undertenants of 
church leases, which are now laid on the bishops, 
would entirely be prevented, by their graces and 
lordships consenting to have their lands sold for pay- 
ment of the nation's debts ; reserving only the pre- 
sent rent for their own plentiful and honourable sup- 
port. 

I beg leave to add one particular ; that, when 
heads of a bill (as I find the style runs in this king<* 
dom) shall be brought in for forming this proposal 
into a law, I should humbly offer, that there might 
be a power given to every bishop, except those who 
reside in Dublin, for applying one hundred acres 
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of profitable land, that lies nearest his palace^ as a 
demesne for the convenience of bis £unily. 

I know very well, that this scheme has been much 
talked of for some time past, and is in the thoughts 
of many patriots ; neither was it properly mine, al- 
though I fell readily into it, when it was first com- 
municated to me. 

Although I am almost a perfect stranger in tbb 
kingdom, yet since I have accepted an employment 
here of son^e consequence as well as profit, I cannot 
but think myself in duty bound to consult the interest 
of people among whom I have been so well received. 
And if I can* be any way instrumental toward con- 
tributing to reduce this excellent proposal into a law 
(which being not in the least injurious to England 
will, I am confident, meet with no opposition finom 
that side) my sincere endeavours to serve this church 
and kingdom will be well rewarded. 
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AN 

EXAMINATION 

OP 

CERTAIN ABUSES, CORRUPTIONS, AND ENORMITIES, 
IN THE CITY OF DUBLIN. 

WRITTEN IN THE YEAR 1732, 



JN OTHING is held more commendable in a^ great 
cities, especially the metropolis of a kingdom, than 
what the French call the police : by which word is 
meant the government thereof, to prevent the many 
disorders occasioned by great numbers of people and 
carriages especially through narrow streets. In this 
government our &mous city of Dublin is said to be 
very defective, and universally complained of. Many 
wholesome laws have been enacted to correct those 
abuses, but are ill executed ; and many more are 
wanting ; which I hope the united wisdom of the 
nation, (whereof so many good effects have already 
appeared this session) will soon take into their pro- 
found consideration. 

As I have been always watchful over the good 
of mine own country, and particularly that of our 
renowned city, where (ahstt invidia) I had the ho- 
nour to draw my first breath ; I cannot have a mi- 
nute^s ^ase or patience^ to forbear enumerating some 
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of the greatest enormities, abuses, and corruptions, 
spread almost through every part of Dublin ; and 
proposing such remedies, as I hope the legislature 
will approve of» 

The narrow compass to which I have confined 
myself in this paper, will allow me only to touch the 
most important defects ; and such as I think seem to 
require the rtiost speedy redress. 

And first ; perhaps there was never known a wiser 
institution, than that of allowing certain persons of 
both sexes, in large and populous cities, to cry 
through the streets many necessaries of life : it would 
oe endless to recount the conveniencies, which our 
city enjoys by this useful invention ; and particularly 
strangers, forced hither by business, who reside hero 
but a short time : for these, having usually but little 
money, and being wholly ignorant of the town, might 
at an easy price purchase a tolerable dinner, if the 
several criers would pronounce the names of the 
goods they have to sell in any tolerable language. 
And therefore, until our lawmakers shall think it 
proper to interpose so far, as to make those traders 
pronounce their words in such terms, that a plain 
Christian hearer may comprehend what is cried, I 
would advise all new comers to look out at their gar- 
ret windows, and there see, whether the thing that 
is cried, be tripes or flummery, buttermilk or cow-, 
heels. For, as things are now managed, how is it 
possible for an honest countryman just arrived to find 
out what is meant, for instance, by the following 
words, with which his ears are constantly stunned 
twice a day, mugs, jugs, and porringers up in the 
garret, and down in the cellar ; I say, how is it pos- 
sible for any stranger to understand^ that this jargon 
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is meant as an invitation to buy a farthing's worth of 
milk for his breakfast or supper, unless his curiosity 
draws him to the window, or until his landlady shall 
inform him ? I produce this only as one instance, 
among a hundred much worse ; I mean, where the 
words make a sound wholly inarticulate, which gives 
so much disturbance, and so little information. 

The affirmation solemnly made in the cry of her- 
rings, is directly against all truth and prd^ability ; 
herrings alive, alive here ; the very proverb will con- 
vince us of this ; for what is more frequent in or- 
dinary speech, than to- say of some neighbottr for 
whom the passing bell rings, that he is dead as a her- 
ring ? And pray bow is it possible, that a herring, 
which, as philosophers observe, cannot live longer 
than one minute three seconds and half out of water, 
should bear a voyage in opea boats from Howth to 
Dublin, be tossed into twenty hands, and preserve 
its Hfe in sieves for several hours ? nay, we have wit- 
nesses ready to produce, that many thousands of these 
herrings, so impudently asserted to be ahve, have been 
a day and a night upon dry land. But this is not 
the worst. What can we think of those impious 
wretches who dare in the face of the sun, vouch the 
very same affirmative of their salmon, and cry salmon 
alive, alive ; whereas, if you call the woman who 
cries it, slhe is not ashamed to turn back her mantle, 
and show you this individual salmon, cut into a 
dozen pieces ? I have given good advice to these in- 
famous disgracers of their sex and calling, without the 
least appearance of remorse, and fully against the con- 
viction of their own consciences ; I have mentioned 
this grievance to several of our parish ministers^ but 
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all in vain ; so that it must continue^ until the go^ 
vernment shall think fit to interpose. 

There is another cry, which, from the strictest ob- 
servation I can make, appears to be very modern, 
and it is that of sweethearts* ; and is plaiidy intend- 
ed for a reflection upon the female sex ; as if there 
were at present so great a dearth of lovers, that the 
women, instead of receiving presents from men^ 
were now forced to offer money to purchase sweet- 
hearts. Neither am I sure, that this cry does not 
glance at some disaffection against the government ; 
insinuating, that while so tnany of our troops are 
engaged in foreign service, and such a great number 
of our gallant officers constantly reside in England, 
the ladies are forced to take up with parsons and at- 
tornies : but this is a most unjust reflection, as may 
soon be proved by any person who frequents the 
castle, our publick walks, our balls and assemblies ; 
wherethecrowdsof toupees "f- were never known to 
swarm as they do at present. 

There is a cry peculiar to this city, which I do not 
remember to have been used in London ; or at least 
not in the same terms that it has been practised by 
both parties during each of their power, but very 
unjustly by the tones. While these were at the 
helm, they grew daily more and more impatient 
to put all true whigs and hanoverians out of 
employments: to effect which, they hired certain 
qrdlnary fellows, with large baskets on their shoul- 
ders, to call aloud at every house, Dirt to carry out ; 

* A lort of sagar-cakes in the shape of hearts, 
f A new name for a modem periwig with a long black tail, and 
for its owner; now in fashion, Dec. i, 1733* 
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giving that denomination to our whole party ; as if 
they would signify, that the kingdom could never 
be cleansed^ until we were swept from the earth like 
rubbish. But, since that happy turn of times^ 
when we were so miraculously preserved, by just an 
inch, from popery, slavery, massacre, and the pre* 
tender, I must own it is prudence in us still to go on 
with the same cry ; wliich has ever since been so cf- 
fectually observed, that the true political dirt is 
wholly removed, and thrown on its proper dunghills, 
there to corrupt and be no more heard of* 

But to proceed to other enormities : every person 
who walks the streets, must needs observe an im- 
mense number of human excrements, at the doors 
and steps of waste houses, and at the sides of every 
dead wall ; for which the disaffected party has as- 
signed a very false and malicious cause : they would 
have it, that these heaps were laid there privately 
by British fundaments, to make the world believe 
that our Irish vulgar do daily eat and drink ; and 
consequently that the clamour of poverty among us, 
must be false, proceeding only from Jacobites and 
papists.. They would confirm this, by pretending 
to observe, that a British anus, being more narrowly 
perforated than one of our own country, and many 
of these excrements, upon a strict view, appearing 
copple crowned, with a point like a cone or pyramid, 
are easily distinguished from the Hibernian, which 
lie much flatter, and with less continuity. I com-- 
municated this conjecture to an eminent physician, 
who is well versed in such profound speculations ^ and 
at my request, was pleased to make trial with each 
of his fingers, by thrusting them into the anus of se- 
veral persons of both nations^ and professed he could 
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find no such difference between them^ as those ill dis- 
posed people allege. On the contrary, he assured 
tne, that much the greater number of narrow ca- 
vities, were of Hibernian origin. This I only men- 
tion, to show how ready the Jacobites are, to lay 
hold of any handle, to express their malice against 
the government. I had almost forgot to add, that 
my friend the physician, could, by smelling each 
finger, distinguish the Hibernian excrement from 
the British, and was not above twice mistaken, in a 
hundred experiments ; upon which he intends very 
soon to publish a learned dissertation. 

There is a diversion in this city, which usually 
begins among the butchers, but is often continued 
by a succession of other people, through many 
streets ; if is called the CX)SSING of a dog : and 
I may justly number it among our corruptions. The 
ceremony is thus : a strange dog happens to pass 
through a flesh market ; whereupon an expert but- 
cher immediately cries in a loud voice, and the pro- 
per tone, coss, coss, several times. The same word 
is repeated by the people. The dog, who perfectly 
understands the terms of art, and consequently the 
danger he is in, immediately flies. The people, 
and even his own brother animals, pursue : the pur- 
suit and cry attend him perhaps half a mile ; he is 
well worried in his flight, and sometimes hardly 
escapes. This our ill wishers of the jacobite kind 
are pleased to call a persecution ; and afiirm, that it 
always falls upon dogs of the tory principle. But 
we can well defend ourselves, by justly alleging, that 
when they were uppermost, they treated our dogs 
full as inhumanly. As to my own part, who have 
in former times often attended these processions, al- 
though 
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though I can very well distinguish between a whig 
and tory d(^, yet I never carried my resentment 
very far from a party principle, except it were against 
certain malicious dogs, who most discovered their 
enmity against us in the worst of rimes. And I re- 
member too well, that in the wicked ministry of the 
€arl of Oxford, a large masrifF of our party, being 
unmercifully cossed, ran without thinking between 
my legs, as I was coming up Fishamble street ; 
aiid, as I am of low stature, with very short legs, 
bore me riding backward down the hill for above 
two hundred yards : and although I made use of his 
tail for a bridle, holding it fast with both my hands, 
and clung my legs as close to his sides as I could ; 
yet we both came down together into the middle of 
the kennel ; where after rolling three or four times 
over each other, I got up with much ado, amid the 
shouts and huzzas of a thousand malicious Jacobites. 
I cannot indeed but gratefully acknowledge, that 
for this and many other services and sufferings, I 
have been since more than over paid. 

This adventure may perhaps have put me out of 
love with the diversion of cossing, which I confess 
myself an enemy to, unless we could always be sure 
of distinguishing tory dogs ; whereof great numbers 
have since been so prudent, as entirely to change 
their principles, and are justly esteemed the best 
worriers of their former friends. 

I am assured, and partly know, that all the chim- 
ney sweepers boys, where members of parliament 
chiefly lodge, are hired by our enemies to skulk in 
the tops of chimnies, with their heads no higher 
than will just permit them to look round ; and at 
the usual hours when members are going to the 

Vol. IX. T house. 
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house, if they see a coach stand near the lodging of 
any loyal member, they call coach, coach, as loud 
as they can bawl, just at the instant when the foot- 
man begins to give the same call. And this is 
chiefly done on those days, when any point of im- 
portance is to be debated. This practice may be of 
very dangerous consequence ; for these boys are all 
hired by enemies to the government : and thus by 
the absence of a few members for a few minutes, a 
question may be carried against the true interest of 
the kingdom, and very probably not without an eye 
toward the pretender. 

I have not observed the wit and fancy of this 
town so much employed in any one article, as that 
of contriving variety of signs, to hang over bouses 
where punch is to be sold. The bowl is represented 
full of punch ; the ladle stands erect in the middle 
supported sometimes by one, and sometimes by two 
animals, whose feet rest upon the edge of the bowl. 
These animals are sometimes one black lion, and 
sometimes a couple ; sometimes a single eagle, and 
sometimes a spread one ; and we often meet a crow, 
a swan, a bear, or a cock, in the same posture. 

Now, I cannot find how any of these animals, 
either separate or in conjunction, are, properly speak- 
ing, fit emblems or embellishments to advance the 
sale of punch. Besides, it is agreed among natu- 
ralists, that no brute can endure the taste of strong 
liquor, except where he has been used to it from his 
infancy : and consequently it is against all the rules 
of hieroglyph, to assign those animals as patrons or 
protectors of punch. For, in that case, we ought 
to supjiose that the host keeps always ready the real 
bird or beast, whereof the picture hangs over his 
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door, to entertain his guests ; which however to my 
knowledge is not true in fact ; not one of those birds 
being a proper companion for a Christian, as to aid-' 
ing and assisting in making the punch. For, as 
they are drawn upon the sign, they arc much more 
hkely to mute, or shed their feathers into the 
liquor. Then as to the bear, he is too terrible, awk- 
ward, and slovenly a companion to converse with ; 
neither are any of them all handy enough to fill 
liquor to the company : I do therefore vehemently 
suspect a plot intended against the government by 
these devices. For, although the spread eagle be 
the arms of Germany, upon which account it may 
possibly be a lawful protestant sign, yet I, who am 
very suspicious of fair outsides, in a matter which so 
nearly concerns our welfiire, cannot but call to mind^ 
that the pretender's wife is said to be of German 
birth ; and that many popish princes, in so vast an 
extent of land, are reported to excel both at making 
and drinking punch : besides, it is plain that the 
spread eagle exhibits to us the perfect figure of a 
cross, which is a badge of popery. Then as to the 
cock, he is well known to represent the French na- 
tion, our old and dangerous enemy. The swan, 
who must of necessity cover the entire bowl with his 
wings, can be no other than the Spaniard, who en- 
deavours to engross all the treasures of the Indies to 
himself. The lion is indeed the common emblem 
of royal power, as well as the arms of England ; 
but to paint him black is perfect jacobitism, and a 
manifcst'^type of those who blacken the actions of 
the best princes. It is not easy to distinguish, whe- 
ther that other fowl painted over the punch bowl, be 
a crow or a i^ven. It is true they have both been 
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ominous birds : but I rather take it to be the* fortnef ; 
because it is the disposition of a crow to pick out the 
eyes of other creatures^ and often even of Christians, 
after they are dead ; and is therefore drawn here with 
a design to put the Jacobites in mind of their old 
practice, first to lull us asleep (which is an emblem 
of death) and then to blind our eyes, that we may 
not see their dangerous practices against the state. 

To speak my private opinion ; the least offensive 
picture in the whole set seems to be the bear ; be^ 
cause he represents ursa niajofj or the great bear, 
who presides over the north, where the reforma- 
tion first began ; and which, next to Britain (in- 
cluding Scotland and the north of Ireland) is the 
great protector of the true protestant religion. But 
however, in those signs where I observe the bear to 
be chained, I cannot help surmising a jacobite con- 
trivance; by which these traitors hint an earnest 
desire of using all true whigs, as their predecessors 
did the primitive Christians : I mean, to represent 
us as bears, and then halloo their tory dogs to bait 
OS to death. 

Thus I have given a fair account of what I dis- 
like in all the signs set over those bouses that invite 
us to punch. I own it was a matter that did not 
need explaining, being so very obvious to common 
understandings ; yet I know not how it happens, 
but methinks there seems a fatal blindness to over- 
spread our corporeal eyes, as well as our intellectuar; 
and I heartily wish I may be found a false prophet ; 
for these are not bare suspicions, but manifest de- 
monstrations. 

Therefore, away with these popish, jacobitish, 
and idolatrous gewgaws. And I he^tily wish a 
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law were enacted under severe penalties against 
drinking punch at all ; for nothing is easier than 
to prove it a disaffected liquor: the chief ingre- 
dients, which are brandy, oranges, and* lemons, are 
all sent us from popish countries ; and nothing re 
mains of protcstant growth, but sugar and water. 
For as to biscuit, which formerly was held a neces- 
sary ingredient, and is truly British, we find it is en- 
tirely rejected. 

But I will put the truth of my assertion past all 
doubt : I mean, that this liquor is by one impor- 
tant innovation grown of ill example, and dangeroos 
consequence to the publick. It is well known, that 
by the true original institution of making punch left 
us by captain RatclifF, the sharpness is cttJy occa« 
sioned by the juice of lemons ; and so continued 
until after the happy revolution. Oranges, alas! are 
a mere innovation, and in a manner but of yesterday^. 
It was the politicks of Jacobites to introduce them 
gradually ; and to what intent ? the thbg speaks 
itself. It was cunningly to show their virulence 
against his sacred majesty king William of ever ^o- 
rious and immortal memory. But of late (to show 
how fast disloyalty increases) they came from one to 
two, and then to three oranges ; nay at present wc 
often find punch made all with oranges, and not 
one single lemon. For the Jacobites, before the 
death of that immortal prince, had by a superstition 
formed a private prayer, that as they squeezed the 
orange, so might that protestant king be squeezed to 
death; according to the known sorcery described 
by Virgil ; 

J^imus ut iic duresch, et hac ut cera Jiqt^escU, etc. 
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And thus the Romans, when they sacrificed an ox, 
used this kind of prayer ; " As I knock down this 
" ox, so may'st thou, O Jupiter ! knock down our 
" enemies." In like manner, after king WiUiam's 
death, whenever a jacobite squeezed an orange, he 
had a mental curse upon the glorious memory, and 
a hearty wish for power to squeeze all his majesty's 
friends to death as he squeezed that orange, which 
bore one of his titles, as he was prince of Orange. 
This I do affirm few truth, many of that faction hav- 
ing confessed it to me under an oath of secrecy, 
which however I thought it my duty not to keep 
when I saw my dear country in danger. But what 
better can be expected from an impious set of men, 
who never scruple to drink confusion to all true 
protestants under the name of whigs ? A most un- 
christian and inhuman practice ; which to our great 
honour and comfort was never charged upon us, even 
by our most malicious detractors. 

The sign of two angels hovering in the air, and 
with their right hands supporting a crown, is met 
with in several parts of this city, and has often given 
me great offence : for, whether by the unskilful ness 
or dangerous principles of the painters (although I 
have good reasons to suspect the latter) those angels 
are usually drawn with such horrid, or indeed rather 
diabolical countenances, that they give great offence 
to every loyal eye, and equal cause of triumph to 
the jacobite, being a most infamous reflection upon 
our able and excellent ministry. 

I now return to that great enormity of our city cries; 
most of which we have borrowed from London. I 
shall consider them only in a political view, as they 
neatly affect tl^e peace and safety of both kingdoms ; 
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and having been originally contrived' by wicked 
Machiavels to bring in popery, slavery, and arbitrary 
power, by defeating the protestant succession and 
introducing the pretender, ought in jusrice to be 
here laid open to the world. 

About two or three months after the happy revo- 
lution, all persons who possessed any employment 
or office in church or state, were obliged by an act 
of parliament to take the oaths to king WilHam 
and queen Mary : and a great number of disaffected 
persons refusing to take the said oaths, from a pre- 
tended scruple of conscience, but really from a 
spirit of popery and rebellion, they contrived a 
plot to make the swearing to those princes odious 
in the eyes of the people. To this end, they hired 
certain women of ill fame, but loud shrill voices, 
under pretence of selling fish, to go through the 
streets with sieves on their heads, and cry buy my 
soul, buy my soul ; plainly insinuating, that all those 
who swore to king William were just ready to sell 
their souls for an employment. This cry was revived 
at the death of queen Anne, and, I hear, still con- 
tinues in London with much offence to all true pro- 
testants ; but to our great happiness ?eems to be 
almost dropped in Dublin. 

But because I altogether contemn the displeasure 
and resentment of highflyers, tories, and Jacobites, 
whom I look upon to be worse even than professed 
papists, I do here declare, that those evils which 
I am going to mention, were all brought in upon 
us in the worst of rimes under the late earl of Ox- 
ford's administration, during the four last years of 
queen Anne's reign. That wicked minister was 
universally known to be a papist in his heart. He 
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was of a most avaricious nature, and is said to have 
died wcMth four millions sterling*, beside his vast 
expense in building, statues, plate, jewels, and other 
costly rarities. He was of a mean obscure birth, from 
the very dregs of the people ; and so illiterate that 
he could hardly read a paper at the council table. I 
forbear to touch on* his open, profane, profligate 
life ; because I desire not to rake into the ashes of 
the dead : and therefore I shall observe this wise 
maxim ; de mortuis nil nisi bonuni. 

This flagitious man in order to compass his black 
designs, employed certain wicked instruments (which 
great statesmen are never without) to adapt several 
^London cries in such a manner as would best answer 
his ends. And whereas it was upon good grounds 
grievously suspected, that all places at court were 
sold to the highest bidder; certain women were 
employed by his emissaries to carry fish in baskets 
on their heads, and bawl through the streets, buy 
say fresh places. I must indeed own that other 
women used the same try, who were innocent of 
this wicked design, and really sold fish of that de- 
nomination to get an honest livehhood; but the 
rest, who were in the secret, although they carried 
fish in their sieves or baskets to save appearances, 
yet they had likewise a certain sign, somewhat re- 
sembling that of the free masons, which the pur- 
chasers of places knew well enough, and were di- 
rected by the women whither they were to resprt and 
make their purchase. And I remember very well 
how oddly it looked, when we observed many gen- 

* The author's meaning is just contrary to the literal sense m the 
character t>f lord Oxford. 
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tiemen finely dressed about the court end of the town^ 
and as far as York buildings where the lord trea- 
surer Oxford dwelt, calling the women who cried 
buy my fresh places, and talking to them in the 
corner of a street until they understood each other^s 
sign. But we never could observe that any fish was 
bought. 

Some years before the cries last mentioned, the 
duke of Savoy was reported to have made certain 
overtures to the court c^ England, for admitting his 
eldest son by the duchess of Orleans's daughter 
to succeed to the crown, as next heir, upon the pre^ 
tender^s being rejected ; and that son was imme^ 
diately to turn protestant. It was con6dently re^ 
ported, that great numbers of people disaffected to 
the then illustrious, but now royal house of Ha- 
iK)ver, were in tho$e measures. Whereupon another 
$et of women were hired by the jacobite leaders to 
cry through the whole town, buy my Savoys, dainty 
Savoys, curious Savoys. But I cannot directly chaise 
jthe late earl of Oxford with this conspiracy, because 
he was not then chief minister. However, this 
wicked cry still continues in London, and was brought 
over hither, where it remains to this day ; and is in 
my humble opinion a very offensive sound to every 
true protestant, who is old enough torenoicmber those 
dangerous times. 

During the ministry of that corrupt and jacobite 
earl abovementioned, the secret pernicious design 
of those in power, was, to sell Flanders to France : 
the consequence of which must have been the in- 
fallible ruin of the States General, and would have 
opened the way for France to obtain that universal 
monarchy they have so long aimed at ; to which the 
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British dominions must^ next after Holland, hare 
been compelled to submit, whereby the protestant 
religion would be rooted out of the world. 

A design of this vast importance, after long con- 
sultation among the jacobite grandees with the earl 
of Oxford at their head, was at last determined to 
be carried on by the same method with the former: 
it was therefore again put in practice ; but the con- 
duct of it was chiefly left to chosen men, whose 
voices were louder and stronger than those of the 
other sex ; and upon this occasion was first instituted 
in London that famous cry of floukoers. But 
the criers were particularly directed to pronounce 
the word Flaunders, and not flounders. For, the 
country which we now by corruption call Flan- 
ders, is in its true orthograghy spelt Flaunders, as 
may be t)bvious to all who read old English books. 
I say, from hence began that thundering cry, which 
has ever since stunned the ears of all London, made 
so many children fall into fits, and women mis- 
carry ; come buy my fresh flaunders, curious flaun- 
ders, charming flaimders, alive, alive, ho ; which last 
words can, with no propriety of speech, be applied 
to fish manifestly dead (as I observed before in her- 
rings and salmon) but very justly to ten provinces 
containing many millions of hving Christians. But 
the application is still closer, when we consider that 
all the people were to be taken like fishes in a net; and 
by assistance of the pope, who sets up to be the uni- 
versal fisher of men, the whole innocent nation was, 
according to our common expression, to be laid as 
flat as a flounder. 

I remember, myself, a particular crier of flounders 
in London^ who arrived at so much fame for the 
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loudness of his voice, as to have the honour of being 
. mentioned upon that account in a comedy. 

He has disturbed me many a morning before he 
came within fifty doors of my lodging : and although 
I were not in those days so fully apprized of the de- 
signs which our common enemy had then in agita- 
tion, yet, I know not how, by a secret impulse, 
young as I was, I could not forbear conceiving a 
strong dislike against the fellow ; and often said to 
myself. This cry seems to be forged in the Jesuits 
school : alas poor England ! I am grievously mis- 
taken if there be not some popish plot at the bottom. 
I communicated my thoughts to an intimate friend, 
who reproached me with being too visionary in my 
speculations ; but it proved afterward that I con- 
jectured right. And I have since reflected, that if 
the wicked faction could have procured only a thou- 
sand men of as strong lungs as the fellow I men- 
tioned, none can tell how terrible the consequences 
might have been, not only to these two kingdoms, 
but over all Europe, by selling Flanders to France. 
And yet these cries continue unpunished both in 
London and Dublin ; although, I confess, not with 
equal vehemency or loudness ; because the reason 
for contriving this desperate plot, is, to our great 
felicity, wholly ceased. 

It is well known, that the majority of the British 
house of commons in the last years of queen Anne^s 
reign, were in their hearts directly opposite to the 
earl of Oxford's pernicious measures ; which put him 
under the necessity of bribing them with salaries. 
Whereupon he had again recourse to his old politicks. 
And accordingly his emissaries were very busy in em- 
ploying certain artful women, of no good life and 
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conversation (as it was proved before justice Peyton*) 
cry that vegetable commonly called celery through 
the town. These women differed from the common 
criers of that herb by some private mark^ which I 
could never learn ; but the matter was notorious 
enough, and sufficiently talked of; and about the 
same period was the cry of celery brought over into 
this kingdom. But sinCe there is not at this present 
the least occasion to suspect the loyalty of our criers 
upon that article, I am content that it may still be 
tolerated. 

I shall mention but one cry more, which has any 
reference to politicks ; but is indeed, of all others, 
the most insolent, as well as treasonable, under our 
present happy establishment, I mean that of turnups ; 
not of turnips according to the best orthography, but 
absolutely turnups. Although the cry be of an older 
date than some of the preceding enormities, for it 
began soon after the revolution ; yet was it> never 
known to arrive at so great a height, as during the 
earl of Oxford's power. Some people (whom I take 
to be private enemies) are indeed as ready as myself 
to profess their disapprobation of this cry, on pre- 
tence that it began by the contrivance of certain old 
procuresses, who kept houses of ill fame, where lewd 
women met to draw young men into vice. And this 
they pretend to prove by some words in the cry ; 
because, after the crier had bawled out, turnups, ho, 
buy my dainty turnups, he would Sometimes add the 
two following verses. 

Turn up, the mistress ^ and turn up the maid, 
And turn up the daughter , and be not afraid. 

* A Eitnoas whig justice in those times. 
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l^his, says some political sophists^ plainly shows^ 
that there can be nothing farther meant in so infa- 
mous a cry^ than an invitation to lewdness ; which 
indeed ought to be severely punished in all well re- 
gulated governments ; yet cannot be fairly interpreted 
as a crime of state. But, I hope, we are not so weak 
and blind to be deluded at this time of day with sucli 
poor evasions. I could, if it were proper, demon* 
strate the very time when those two vei^s were com* 
posed, and name the author, who was no other than 
the famous Mr. Swan, so well known for his talent at 
quibbling, and was as virulent a Jacobite as any in 
England. Neither could he deny the fact, when 
he was taxed for it in my presence by sir Henry 
Dutton Colt^ and colonel Davenport, at the Smyrna 
coffeehouse, on the 10th of June 1701. Thus it 
appears to a demonstration, that those verses were 
only a blind to conceal the most dangerous designs 
of the party ; who, from the first years after the 
happy revolution, used a cant way of talking in their 
clubs, after this manner : we hope to see the cards 
shufBed once more, and another king tvrk up 
trump : and, when shall we meet over a dish of 
TURNUPS ? The same term of art was used in their 
plots agamst the government, and in their treasonable 
letters written in ciphers, and deciphered by the fa- 
mous Dr. Willes, as you may read in the trials of 
those times. This I thought fit to set forth at large, 
and in so clear a light, because the Scotch and 
French authors have given a very different account 
of the word turnup ; but whether out of ignorance 
or partiality I shall not decree ; because I am sure 
the reader is convinced by my discovery. It is to be 
observed, that this cry was sung in a particular man- 
ner 
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ner by fellows in disguise, to give notice where those 
traitors were to meet, in order to concert their villan- 
ous designs. 

I have no more to add upon this article, than an 
humble proposal, that those who cry this root at 
present in bur streets of Dublin may be compelled 
by the justices of the peace to pronounce turnip, and 
not turnup ; for I am afraid we have still too many 
snakes in our bosom, and it would be well if their 
cellars were sometimes searched, when the owners 
least expected it; for I am not out of fear, that 
latet anguis in herha. 

Thus we are zealous in matters of small moment, 
while we neglect those of the highest importance. I 
have already made it manifest, that all these cries 
were contrived in the worst of times, under the mi- 
nistry of that desperate statesman Robert, late earl of 
Oxford ; and for that very reason ought to be re- 
jected with horrour, as begun in the reign of Jacobites, 
and may well be numbered among the rags of popery 
and treason ; or, if it be thought proper that these 
cries must continue, surely they ought to be only 
trusted in the hands of true protestants, who have 
given security to the government. 
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FOR PREVENTING THE CHILDREN OF POOR PEOPLE 
IN IRELAND FROM BEING A BURDEN TO THEIR 
PARENTS OR COUNTRY^ AND FOR MAKING THEM 
BENEFICIAL TO THE PUBLICK. 

1729. 



It is a melancholy object to those, who walk 
through this great town, or travel in the couiitrj^, 
when they see the streets, the roads, and cabin 
doors crowded with beggars of the female sex, fol- 
lowed by three, four, or six children, all in rags, 
and importuning every passenger for an alms. These 
mothers, instead of being able to work for their ho- 
nest livelihood, are forced to employ all their time 
in strolling to beg sustenance for their helpless in- 
fants ; who, as they grow up, either turn thieves, 
for want of work, or leave their dear native country 
to fight for the pretender in Spain, or sell themselves 
to the Barbadoes. 

I think it is agreed by all parties, that this pro- 
digious number of children in the arms, or on the 
backs, or at the heels of their mothers, and fre- 
quently of their fathers, is, in the present de- 
plorable 
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plorable state of the kingdom, a very great addi- 
tional grievance ; and therefore whoever could find 
out a fair, cheap, and easy method of making these 
children sound useful members of the common- 
wealth, would deserve so well of the publick, as to 
have his statue set up for a preserver of the nation. 

But my intention is very far from being confined 
to provide only for the children of professed beg- 
gars : it is of a much greater extent, and shall take 
in the whole number of infants at a certain age^ who 
are born of parents in effect as little able to sup- 
port them, as those who demand our charity in the 
streets. 

As to my own part, having turned my thoughts 
for many years upon this important subject^ and ma* 
turely weighed the several schemes of our projectors, 
I have always found them grossly mistaken in their 
computation. It is true, a child just dropped from its 
dam may be supported by her milk for a solar year, 
with litde other nourishment : at most not above the 
value of two shillings, which the mother niay cet-^ 
tainly get, or the value in scraps, by her lawful oc- 
cupation of begging ; and it is exactly at one year 
old that I propose to provide for them in such a man- 
ner, as, instead of being a charge upon their parents, 
or the parish, or wanting food and raiment for the 
rest of their lives, they shall, on the contrary, con- 
tribute to the feeding, and partly to the clothing of 
nuiny thousands. 

There is likewise another great advantage in my 
scheme, that it will prevent those voluntary abor- 
tions, and that horrid practice of wom^n murdering 
their bastard children, alas ! too frequent among us, 
sacrificing the poor innocent babes, I doubt more to 
' avoid 
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avoid the expense than the shame, which would 
- move tears and pity in the most savage aad inhuman 
breast. 

The number of souls in this kingdom being usually 
reckoned one million and a half, of these I calculate 
there may be about two hundred thousand couple, 
whose wives are breeders ; from which number I 
subtract thirty thousand couple, who are able to 
maintain their own children, (although I apprehend 
there cannot be so many under the present distresses 
of the kingdom) but this being granted, there will 
remain a hundred and seventy thousand breeders. 
I again subtract fifty thousand for those women, who 
miscarry, or whose children die by accident or dis- 
ease within the year. There only remain a hundred 
and twenty thousand children of poor parents an- 
nually bom. The question therefore is, How this 
number shall be reared and provided for ? which, as I 
have already said, imder the present situation of af- 
fairs is utterly impossible by all the methods hitherto 
proposed. For we can neither employ them in han* 
dicraft or agriculture ; we neither build houses^ (I 
mean in the country) nor cultivate land : they can 
very seldom pick up a livelihood by steaUng, till 
they arrive at six years old, except where they are of 
towafdly parts ; although I confess they learn the 
rudiments much earlier ; during which time they 
can however be properly looked upon only as pro- 
bationers ; as I have been informed by a principal 
gentleman in the county of Cavan, who protested 
to me, that he never knew above one or two instan- 
ces under the age of six, even in a part of the king- 
dpm so renowned for the quickest proficiency in that 
art. 

Vol. IX. U I am 
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I am assured by our merchants, that a boy or a 
girl before twelve years old is no saleable commodity ; 
and even when they come to this age they will not 
yield above three pounds, or three pounds and half 
a crown at most, on the exchange ; which cannot 
turn to account either to the parents or kingdom, 
the charge of nutriment and rags having been at 
least four times that value. 

I shall now therefore humbly propose my own 
thoughts, which I hope wi\l not be liable to the 
least objection. 

I have been assured by a very knowing Ame- 
rican of my acquaintance in London, that a young 
healthy child, well nursed, is at a year old a most 
delicious, nourishing, and wholesome food, whether 
stewed, roasted, baked, or boiled ; and I make no 
doubt that it will equally serve in a fricasee, or a ra- 
goust. 

I do therefore humbly offer it to pubUck consi- 
deration, that of the hundred and twenty thousand 
children already computed, twenty thousand maiy 
be reserved for breed, whereof only one fourth part 
to be males ; which is more than we allow to sheep, 
black cattle, or swine ; and my reason is, that these 
children are seldom the fruits of marriage, a circum- 
stance not much regarded by our savages, therefore 
one male will be sufficient to serve four females. That 
the remaining hundred thousand may,' at a year old, 
be offered in sale to the persons of quality and for- 
tune through the kingdom ; always advising the 
mother to let them suck plentifully in the last month, 
so as to render them plump, and fat for a good table. 
A child will make two dishes at an entertainment for 
friends ; and when the family dines alone, the fore 
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or hind quarter will make a reasonable dish, and sea^ 
soned with a little pepper or salt, will be very good 
boiled on the Ifburth day, especially in winter. 

I have reckoned upon a medium, that a child just 
bom will weigh 1 2 pounds, and in a solar year, if to<- 
lerably nursed, will increase to 28 pounds. 

I grant this food will be somewhat dear, and there- 
fore very proper for landlords, who, as they have al- 
ready devoured most of the parents, seem to have 
the best title to the children. 

In&nt*s flesh will be in season throughout the 
■ year, but more plentifully in March, and a little ber 
fore and after ; for we are told by a grave author, an 
tminent French physician, that fish being a prolifick 
diet, there are more children born in roman catho- 
lick countries about nine months after Lent, than oc 
any other season ; therefore, reckoning a year after 
Lent, the markets will be more glutted than U9ud» 
because the number of popish infants is at least 
three to one in this kingdom ; and therefore it wiU 
have one other collateral advantage by lessening th^ 
number of papists among us. 

I have already computed the charge of Bursing a 
beggar's child (in which list I reckon all cott^ers^ 
labourers, and four fifths of the farmers) to be about 
two shillings per annum, rags included; and Ibcr 
lieve no gentleman would repine to give ten shillings 
for the carcass of a good fat child, which, as I have 
said, will make four dishes of excellent nutritive 
meat, when he has only some particular friend or hie 
own family to dine with him. Thus the squire wiU 
learn to be a good landlord, and grow popular among 
his tenants ; the mother will have eight shillings 

u 2 neat 
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neat profit, and be fit for work, till she produces 
another child. 

Those who arc more thrifty (as I must confess the 
times require) may flay the carcass ; the skin of 
which artificially dressed will make admirable gloves 
for ladies, and summer boots for fine gentlemen. 

As to our city of Dublin, shambles may be ap- 
pointed for this purpose in the most convenient parts 
of it, and butchers we may be assured will not be 
wanting ; although I rather recommend baying the 
children alive, and dressing them hot £rom the 
knife, as we do roasting pigs. 

A very worthy person, a true lover of his coun- 
try, and whose virtues I highly esteem, was latelj^ 
pleased in discoursing on this matter to offer a refine* 
ment upon my scheme. He said, that many gentle- 
men of this kingdom, having of late destroyed their 
deer, he conceived that the want of venison might be 
well supplied by the bodies of young lads and maidens^ 
not exceeding foiuteen years of age nor under twelve ; 
so great a number of both sexes in every county 
being now ready to starve for. want of work and ser- 
vice : and these to be disposed of by their parents if 
alive, or otherwise by their nearest relations. But 
with due deference to so excellent a friend, and so 
deserving a patriot, I cannot be altogether in his 
sentiments ; for as to the males, my American ac- 
quaintance assured me from frequent experience, 
that their flesh was generally tough and lean, like 
that of our schoolboys, by continual exercise, and 
their taste disagreeable, and to fatten them would 
not answer the charge. Then as to the females, it 
'Would^ I think with humble submission^ be a loss to 
7 the 
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the publick^ because they soon would become 
breeders themselves : and besides, it is not impro^ 
bable that some scrapulous people might be apt to 
censure such a practice, (although indeed very un- 
justly) as a httle bordering upon cruelty ; which, I 
confess, has always been with me the strongest ob- 
jection against any project, how well soever intended. 

But in order to justify my friend, he confessed, 
that this expedient was put into his head by the h^ 
mous Psalmanaazor, a native of the island Formosa, 
who came from thence to London above twenty years 
ago ; and in conversation told my friend, that in his 
country, when any young person happened to be 
put to death, the executioner sold the carcass to per- 
sons of quaUty as a prime dainty ; and that in his 
time the body of a plump girl of fifteen, who was 
crucified for an attempt to poison the emperor, was 
sold to his imperial majesty's prime minister of state, 
and other great mandarins of the court, in joints 
from the gibbet at four hundred crowns. Neither 
indeed can I deny, that if the same use were made 
of several plump young girls in this town, who with- 
out one single groat to their fortunes cannot stir 
abroad without a chair, and appear at a playhouse 
and assemblies in foreign fineries which they 
never vnll pay for, the kingdom would nqt be the 
worse. 

Some persons of a desponding spirit are in great 
concern about that vast number of poor people, who 
are aged, diseased, or maimed ; and I have been de- 
sired to employ my thoughts, what course m^y be 
taken tp ease, the nation of so grievous an incum- 
brance. But I am not in the least pain upon that 
matter^ because it is very well known^ that they are 

u 3 every 
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every day dying, and rotting, by cdd and fiunine^ 
and filth and vermin, as fast as can be reasonably 
expected. And aa to the young labotuers, they arc 
now in almost as hopeful a condition : they cannot 
get work, and consequently pine away for want of 
noorishmenty to a degree, that if at any time they are 
accidentally hired to common labour, they have nol 
strength to perform it ; and thus the country and 
theaoselves are happily delivered from the evils to 
come. 

I have too long digressed, and therefore shall re- 
turn to my subject. I think the advantages by the 
propose, which I have made, are obvious and many, 
as well as of the highest importance. 

For first, as I have already observed, it would 
greatly lessen the number of papists, with whom wc 
are yearly overrun, being the principal breeders of 
the nation, as well as our most dangerous enemies ; 
and who stay at home on purpose to deliver the king- 
dom to the pretender, hoping to take their advantage 
by the absence of so many good protestants, who 
have chosen rather to leave their country, than Stay 
at home and pay tithes a^nst their conscience to ao 
episcopal curate. 

Secondly, the poorer tenants will have something 
valuable of their own, which by law may be made 
liable to distress, and help to pay their landlord*9 
rent ;. their com and cattle being already seized^ and 
money a thing unknown. 

Thirdly, whereas the mamtenance of a Imndred 
thousand children, from two years old and upward^ 
cannot be computed at less than ten shillings a {Hcce 
pet annum, the nation's stock will be thereby io- 
creased 6&y thousand pounds per annum^ beside the 

profit 
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profit of a new dish introduced to the tables of 
all gentlemen of fortune in the kingdom, who have 
any refinement in taste. And the money wiU circu- 
late among ourselves, the goods being entirely of our 
own growth and manufacture. 

Fourthly, the constant breeders^ beside the gain 
of eight shillings sterling per annum by the sale of 
their children, will be rid of the charge of maintain- 
ing them after the first year. 

Fifthly, this food would hkewise bring great 
custom to taverns : where the vintners will certainly 
be so prudent as to procure the best receipts for 
dressing it to perfection, and consequently have their 
houses frequented by all the fine gentlemen, who 
justly value themselves upon their knowledge in good 
eating ; and a skilful cook, who understands how to 
oblige his guests, will contrive to make it as expen- 
sive as they please. 

Sixthly, this would be a great inducement to 
marriage, which all wise nations have either encou^ 
raged by rewards, or enforced by laws and penalties. 
It would increase the care and tenderness of mothers 
toward their children, when they were sure of a set- 
tlement for life to the poor babes, provided in some 
sort by the publick, to th^ir annual profit or expense. 
We should see an honest emulation among the mar- 
ried women, which of them could bring the fattest 
child to the market. Men would become as fond of 
their wives during the time of their pregnancy, as 
they are now of the nures in foal, their cows in calf, 
their sows when they are ready tQ farrow ; nor offer 
to beat or kick them (as is too frequent a practice) 
for fear of a miscarriage. 

Many other advantages nxight be enumerated, 
u4 For 
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For instance, the addition of some thousand carcasses 
in our exportation of barrelled beef: the propagation 
of swines flesh, and improyement in the art of making 
good bacon, so much wanted among us by the great 
destruction of pigs, too frequent at our table ; which 
are no way comparable in taste or magnificence to a 
well grown, fat, yearling child, which roasted whole 
will make a considerable figure at a lord mayor's 
feast, or any other publick entertainment. But this, 
and many others, I omit, being studious of brevity. 

Supposing that one thousand families in this city 
would be constant customers for infants flesh, beside 
others who might have it at merry meetings, parti- 
cularly at weddings and christenings, I compute that 
Dublin would take off annually about twenty thou- 
sand carcasses ; and the rest of the kingdom (where 
probably they will be sold somewhat cheaper) the 
remaining eighty thousand. 

I can think of no one objection, that will posssibly 
be raised against this proposal, unless it should be 
urged, that the number of people will be thereby 
much lessened in the kingdom. This I freely own, 
and it was indeed one principal design in offering it 
to the world. I desire the reader will observe, that 
I calculate my remedy for this one individual king- 
dom of Ireland, and for no other that ever was, is, 
or, I think, ever can be upon earth. Therefore let 
no man talk to me of other expedients : of taxing 
our absentees at five shillings a pound : of using 
neither clothes, nor houshold furniture, except what 
is of our own growth and manufacture : of utterly 
rejecting the nmterials and instruments, that promote 
foreign luxury : of curing the expensivencss of pride, 
vamty, idleness^ and gaming in our women ; of in- 
troducing 
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troducing a vein of parsimony, pradencc, and tem- 
perance : of learning to love our country, in the 
want of which we differ even from Laplanders, and 
the inhabitants of Tupinamboo : of quitting our 
animosities and factions, nor acting any longer like 
the Jews, who were murdering one another at the 
very moment their city was taken : of being a little 
cautious not to sell our country and conscience for 
nothing : of teaching landlords to have at least one 
degree of mercy toward their tenants : Lastly, of 
putting a spirit of honesty, industry, and skill into 
our shopkeepers ; who, if a resolution could now be 
taken to buy only our native goods, would* immedi- 
ately unite to cheat and exact upon us in the price, 
the measure, and the goodness, nor could ever yet be 
brought to make one fair proposal of just dealing, 
though often and earnestly invited to it. 

Therefore I repeat, let no man talk to me of these 
and the like expedients, till he has at least some 
gUmpse of hope, that there will ever be some hearty 
and sincere attempt to put them in practice. 

But, as to myself, having being wearied out 
for many years with offering vain, idle, visionary 
thoughts, and at length utterly despairing of sue- 
cess, I fortunately fell upon this proposal ; which^ 
as it is wholly new, so it has something solid and 
real, of no expense and little trouble, fiiU in our 
own power, and whereby we can incur no danger 
in disobliging England. For this kind of com- 
modity will not bear exportation, the flesh being of 
too tender a consistence to admit a long continuance 
in salt, although perhaps I could name a country, 
which would be glad to eat up our whole natioo 
without it. 

After 
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After all, I am not so violently bent upon my 
own opinion as to reject any ofFer proposed by wise 
men> which shall be found equally innocent, cheap^ 
easy, and effectual. But before something of that 
kind shall be advanced in contradiction to my scheme, 
and offering a better, I desire the author or authors 
will be pleased maturely to consider two points. 
First, as things now stand, how they will be able 
to find food and raiment for a hundred thou- 
sand useless mouths and backs. And secondly, 
there being a round million of creatures in human 
figure throughout this kingdom, whose whole sub- 
sistence put into a common stock would leave them 
in debt two millions of pounds sterling, adding 
those, who are beggars by profession, to the bulk 
of farmers, cottagers, and labourers, with^the wives 
and children, who are beggars in effect; I desire 
those politicians who dislike my overture, and may 
perhaps be so bold as to attempt an ^answer, that 
they will first ask the parents of these mortals, whe- 
ther they would not at this day think it a great hap- 
piness to have been sold for food at a year old, in 
the manner I prescribe, and thereby have avoided 
such a perpetual scene of misfortunes, as they have 
since gone through, by the oppression of landlords, 
the impossibility of paying rent without money or 
trade, the want of common sustenance, with neither 
house nor clothes to cover them from the incle- 
mencies of the weather, and the most inevitable 
prospect of entailing the like, or greater miseries, 
upon their breed for ever, 

I profess in the sincerity of my heart, that I have 
not the least personal interest in endeavouring to 
promote this necessary work, having no other motive 

than 
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than the publick good of my country, by adyanoing 
our trade, providing for in&nts, relieving the poor^ 
and giving some pleasure to the rkb. I have no 
children, by which I can propose to get a single 
penny ; the youngest being nine years old^ and my 
wife past cluldbeariqg. 



N.B. Jhim 
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N» B. Ahouf the time that the following speech was 
written, the town was nmch pestered with Street 
Robbers; who, in a barbarous manner , would seize 
on gentlemen, and take them into remote comers, 
and after they had robbed them, would leave them 
hound and gagged. It is remarkable, that this speech 
had so good an effect, that there htve been very 
few robberies of that kind committed since. 

THB 

LAST SPEECH 

AND 

DYING WORDS 

OP 

EBENEZER ELLISTON^, 

WHO WAS EXECUTED THE 8EC0KD DAY OF MAT, 1722. 

TtMshei^ at hit desire, for ike common good. 



L AM now going to suffer the just punishment for 
my crimes prescribed by the law of God and my 
country. I know it is the constant custom, that 
those who come to this place should have speeches 

* The parents of Ebenezer Ellistonj who were rigid dis8eote»» 
had given him a good education, (nit him apprentioe to a silk, 
weaver, and settled him in that profession, which he gradually ex. 
changed for those of a fine gentleman, a gamester, and a house, 
breaker* 

made 



Digitized by 



Google 



BBBNE^fiR BLUSTOK. 301 

made for them, and cried about in their own liearing, 
as they are carried to execution ; and truly they kte 
such speeches, that although our fraternity be an 
ignorant, illiterate people, they would make a man 
ashamed to have such nonsense and fiilse English 
charged upon him, even when he is going to the 

^gallows. They contain a pretended account of our 
i>irth and family, of the fact for which we are to die, 
of our sincere repentance, and a declaration of our 
religion. I cannot expect to avoid the sanie treat- 
ment with my predecessors. 

However, having had an education one or two 
degrees better than those of my rank and profession ; 
I have been considering, ever since my commitment, 
what it might be proper for me to deliver upon this 
occasion. 

And first, I cannot say from the bottom of my 
heart, that I am truly sorry for the offence I have 
given to Grod and the world ; but I am very much 
so for the bad success of my villanies, in bringing 
me to this untimely end ; for it is plainly evident 
that after having some time ago obtained a pardon 
from the crown, I again took up my old trade ; my 
evil habits were so rooted in me, and I was grown so 
unfit for any other kind of employment. And there- 
fore, although, in compliance with my friends, I re- 
solved to go to the gallows after the usual manner, 
kneeling, with a book in my hand and my eyes lifted 
up ; yet I shall feel no more devotion in my heart, 

^ than I have observed in my comrades, who have beep 
drunk among common whores the very night before 
their execution. I can say farther, from my own know- 
ledge, that two of my fraternity, after they had been 
hanged^ and wonderfully came to life and made their 

escapes, 
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escapes^ as it sometimes happens^ proved aftenvard 
tilt wickedest rogues I ever knew^ and so continued 
until they were hanged again for good and all ; and 
yet they had the impudence at both times they went 
to the gallows, to smite their breasts, and lift up 
their eyes to Heaven all the way. 

Secondly, FVom the knowledge I have of my own 
wicked dispositions, and that of my comrades, I give 
it as my opinion, diat nodiing can be more unfor- 
tunate to the publick, than the mercy of the go* 
vernment in ever pardoning or transporting us ; un« 
less when we betray one another, as we never foil 
to do, if we are sure to be well paid, and then a 
pardon may do good : by the same rule. That it is 
better to have one fox in a farm than three or four. 
But we generally make a shift to return after being 
transported, and are ten times greater rogues than 
before, and much more cunning. Besides, I know 
it by experience, that some hope we have of finding 
mercy when we are tried, or after we are condemned^ 
is always a great encouragement to us. 

Thirdly, Nothing is more dangerous to idle young 
fellows than the company of those odious common 
whores we frequent, and of which this town is full : 
these wretches put us upon all mischief to feed their 
lusts and extravagandes : they are ten times more 
bloody and cruel than men, their advice is always 
not to spare if we are pursued ; they get drunk with 
us, and are common to us ; and yet, if they can get 
any thing by it, are sure to be our betrayers. 

Now, as I am a dying man, I have done some^ 
thing which may be of good use to the publick. I 
have left with an honest man (and indeed the only 
honest man I was ever acquainted with) the names of 

aU 
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all my wicked brethren, the present places of their 
abode, with a short account of the chief crimes they 
have committed ; in many of which I ha^'e been 
their accomplice, and heard the rest from their own 
mouths : I have likewise set down the names of 
those we call our setters, of the wicked houses we 
frequent, and of those who receive and buy our stolen 
goods. I have solemnly charged this honest man, 
and have received this promise upon oath, that when- 
ever he hears of any rogue to be tried for robbing C3r 
housebreakuig, he will look into his list, and if he 
£nds the name there of the thief concerned, to send 
the whole paper to the government. Of this I here 
give my companions fair and publick warning, and 
hope they will take it. 

In the paper abovemcntioned, which I left with 
my friend, I have also set down the names of sevend 
gentlemen who have been robbed in Dublin streets 
for three years past : I have told the circumstances 
of those robberies ; and show plainly that notching 
but the want of common courage was the cause of 
their misfortune. I have therefore desired my friend, 
that whenever any gentleman happens to be robbed 
in the streets, he will get that relation printed and 
published, with the first letters of those gentlemen*s 
names, who by their own want of bravery are like to 
be the cause of all the mischief of that kind which 
may happen for the ftiture. 

I cannot leave the world without a sliort descrip- 
tion of that kind of life which I have led for some 
years past ; and it is exactly the saoie with the rest 
of our wicked brethren. 

Although we are generally so corrupted from our 
childhood, as to have no sense of goodness ; yet 

something 
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something heavy always hangs about us, I know not 
what it is, that we are never easy till we are half drunk 
among our whores and companions ; nor sleep sound 
unless we drink longer than we can stand. If we 
go abroad in the day, a wise rnaii would easily find gs 
to be rogues by our faces, we have such a suspicious, 
fearful, and constrained countenance ; often turning 
back, and slinking through narrow lanes and alleys. 
I have never failed of knowing a brother thief by his 
looks, though I never saw him before. Every man 
among us keeps his particular whore, who is however 
common to us all when we have a mind to change. 
When we have got a booty, if it be in money, we 
divide it equaBy among our companions, and. soon 
squander it away on our vices in those houses that 
receive us ; for the master and mistress, and the very 
^pster, go snacks : and besides make us pay triple 
reckonings. If our plunder be plate, watches, rings, 
snuflTboxes, and the like ; we have customers in all 
quarters of the town to take them off. I have seen a 

tankard worth fifteen pounds sold to a fellow in 

street for twenty shillings; and a gold watch for thirty. 
I have set down his name, and that of several others 
in the paper already mentioned. We have setters 
watching in corners, and by dead walls, to give us 
potice when a gentleman goes by ; especially, if he 
be any thing in drink. I believe in my conscience, 
that if an account were made of a thousand pb&nds 
in stolen goods ; considering the low rates we sell 
them at, the bribes we must give for concealment, 
the extortions of alehouse reckonings, and other ne- 
cessary charges, there would not remain fifty pounds 
clear to be divided among the robbers. And out of 
this we must find clothes for our whores, beside treat- 
ing 
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log them fiom moniing to lught; who in requital 
reward us with nothing but treachery and the pox. 
For when our money is gone^ they are every moment 
threatening to inform against us^ if we will not go 
out and look for more. If any thing in this world 
be like Hell, as I have heard it described by our 
defgy^ the truest picture of it must be in the back 
room of one of our alehouses at midnight ; where a 
crewofrobben and their whores are met together 
after a booty^ and are beginning to grow drunk ; firom 
which time^ until they are past their senses^ is such a 
continued horrible noise of cursing, blasphemy, lewd- 
ness, scurrility, and bratish behaviour, such roaring 
and confusion, such a clutter of mugs and pots at 
each other's heads ; that Bedlam, in comparisbn, is 
a sober and orderly place. At last they all tumble 
from their stools and benches, and sleep away tha 
rest of the night ; and generally the landlord or his 
wife, or some other whore who has a stronger head 
than the rest, picks their pockets before they wake. 
The misfortune is, that we can never be easy till we. 
are drunk ; and our drunkenness constantly exposes 
us to be more easily betrayed and taken. 

This is a short picture of the life I have led ; 
which is more miserable than that of the poorest 
labourer who works for four pence a day ; and yet 
custom is so strong, that I am confident if I could 
make my escape at the foot of the gallows, I should 
be following the same course this very evening. So 
that upon the whole, we ought to be looked upon as 
the common enemies of mankind ; whose interest it 
is to root us out like wolves and other mischievous 
vermin, agwist which no fair play is required. 

If I have done service to men in what I have 
Vol. IX. X said^ 
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said, I €ludl hope I kaiFe dene service to God ; and 
that will be better thaa^ silly ^ech made f6r me 
full <^ whining and canting, which I utterly despise, 
and have never been used to ; yet such a one I ex- 
pect to have my ears tormented with as I am passing 
along the streets. 

Good people, fare ye well ; bad as I am, I leave 
many worse behind me. I hope you shall see me 
die like a man the death of a dog. 
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THE 

STORY 

OP THE 

INJURED LADY: 

WRITTEN BY HERSELF^ 

IN A LETTER TO HER FRIEND. 

WITH HIS ANSWER. 



SIR. 



> 



JlSEING ruined by the inconstancy and unkindness 
of a lover, I hope a true and plain relation of my 
misfortunes may be of use and yarning to credulous 
maids, never to put too much trust in deceitful men. 

A gentleman* in the neigl>bourhood had two uns- 
tresses, another and myself -f- ; and he pretended ho- 
nourable love to us both. Our three houses stood 
pretty near one another ; his was parted from mine 
by a river J, and from my rival's by an old broken 
wall II . But before I enter intp the particulars of 
this gentleman's hard usage of me, I will give a very 
just and impartial character of my rival and my- 
self. 

As to her person, she is tall and lean, and very ill 

• England. + Scotland and Ireland. { Tlic Irish sea. 
J ThcPictswall. 
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shaped; the his bad features^ and a worse com* 
plexion ; she has a stinking breath, and twenty ill 
amells aboat her beudes ; which are yet more un- 
sufierable by her natural sluttishness : for she is al-r 
ways lousy, and never without die itch. As to her 
other qualities, she has no reputation either for tir* 
tue, honesty, truth, or manners t and it is no won* 
der, considering what her education has been. 
Scolding and cursing are her common conversation. 
To sum up all ; she is poor and beggarly, and gets a 
sorry maintenance by pilfering wherever she comes. 
As for this gentleimiif who is now so fond qf her, 
she still bears him an invincible hatred ; reviles him 
to his hct, and rails at him in all companies. Her 
liouse is frequented by a company of rogues and 
thieves, and pickpockets, whom she encourages to 
rob his henroosts, steal his corn and catde, and do 
him all manner of mischief. She has been known 
to come at the head of these rascals, and beat her 
lover until he was sore from head to foot, and then 
force hini to pay for the trouble she was at. Once 
attended with a crew of ragamuffins, she broke into 
his house, turned all things tops3rturvy, and then 
set it on fire. At the same time she told so many 
lies among his servants, that it set them all by the 
ears, and his poor steward* was knocked on the 
head ; for which I think, and so does all the coun- 
try, that she ought to be answerable. To conclude 
her character ; she is of a different religion, being a 
presbjrterian of the most rank and violent kind, and 
consequently having an inveterate hatrfed to the 
church ; yet I am sure, I have been always told^ 

• 
» Charies \. 

that 
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that io Icoarriage there ought to be a utiion Of miods 
a3 well as of persons. 

I will now give my. own chaacteri abd shall do it 
in few words^ and mth modesty and truth4 

I wa9 reckoned to be as handsome as any in our 
neighbourhood, until I became pale and thin with 
grief and ill usage. I am still £ur enough, and 
have I think no very ill feature about me. They 
that see me now will hardly allow me ever to have 
had any great share of beauty ; for, beside being so 
much altered, I go always mobbed, and in an un- 
dress, as well out of neglect, as indeed for want of 
clothes to appear in. I might add to all this, that 
I was bom to a good estate, although it now turns to 
little account under the oppressions I endure, and 
h^ been the true cause of all my misfortunes. 

Some years ago, this gentleman, taking a Bmcy 
either to my person or fortune, made his addresses 
to me ; which, being then young and foolish, I too 
readily admitted; he seemed to use me with so 
much tenderness, and his conversation was so very 
^engaging, that all my constancy and virtue were too 
30on overcome; and to dwell no longer upon t 
theme that ca^ses such bitter reflections, I must con- 
fess with $hame, that I was undone by the common 
arts practised upon all easy credulous virgMis, half 
by force, and half by consent, after solemn vows 
and protestations of marriage. When he had once 
got possession, he soon began to play the usual part 
of a too fortunate lover, affecting on all occasions to 
show. his authority, and to act like a conqueron 
First, he found fault with the government of my 
family, which I grant was none of the best, consist* 
ing; of ignorant illiterate creatures ; for at that time 
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I knew bat littlfe of the world. In compliance to 
him therefore, I agreed to fall into his ways and me- 
thods of iMng ; I consented that his steward should 
govern my house, and have liberty to employ an 
under ste^rard*, who should receive his directions. 
My lover proceeded farther, turned away several old 
servants and tenants, and supplying me with others 
from his own house, these grew so domineering and 
unreasonable, that there was no quiet, and I heard 
of nothing bu^ perpetual quarrels, which although I 
could not possibly help, yet my lover laid all the 
blame and punishment upon me ; and upon every 
falling out, still turned away more of my people, 
and suppliiid me in their stead with a number of 
fellows and dependents of his own, whom he had 
no other way to provide for. Overcome by love, 
and to avoid noise and contention, I yielded to all 
his ti^iitpatidns ; and finding it in vain to resist, i 
dibught it my best policy to make my court to my 
tlei;^ sei'vants, ahd draw them to my interests ; I fed 
them f^otn my own table with the best I had, put 
my new tenatils on the choice parts of my land, and 
treated them all so kindly, that they began to love 
me as well as their master. In process of time all 
my old servants were gone, and I had not a creature 
about me, noir above one or two tenants but what 
Were of his choosing ; yet I had the good luck by 
gentle usage to bring over the greatest part of them 
to my side. When my lover observed this, he be- 
.gan to alter his language ; and to those who inquired 
about me, he would answer, that t was an old de- 
pendent Upon hi^ family^ w&om he had placed on 
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some coocerns of his own ; and he began to use me 
accordingly, Voglccting by degrees all common ci« 
yility in his. behaviour. I shall never forget the 
speech he mad^ me one morning, which he deli- 
vered with all the gravity in the world. He put me 
in mind of the vast obhgations I lay under to )um ia 
sending me so many of bis people for my own good^ 
and tq teach me manners : that it had cost hifn ten 
times UMre than I was worth to mountain n^? : that 
it had been much better for him if I had beeq 
damned, or burnt, or sunk to the bottom of the 
Sea : that it was reasonable I should strain myself a^ 
far as I waa able to reimburse hini some of hi^ 
charges.: that from henceforward he eicipected hi^ 
word should be a law to n>$ in all things $ that ][ 
must maintain a parish watch against thieves and 
robbers, and give salaries to ap overseer, ^ cppstailpile, 
and others, all of his own choosing, whpm he wph14 
send from time to time to be spies upon me ; that tp 
enable me the better in supporting th^se expenses, 
my tenants should be obliged to carry all theijr goodf 
cross the river to his own town market, ami pay toll 
on both sides, and then sell them at half value. But 
because we were a nasty sort of pepple, and that h« 
could not endure to touch any thing we had a han4 
in, and likewise, because he wanted work to en^ploy 
his own folks,' therefore we must send all our gpodf 
to his market just in their naturals; the milk ioune* 
diately from the cow, without making it intp cheesf 
or butter ; the corn in the ear ; the gniss as it is 
mowed; the wool as it comes from the sheep's 
back ; and bring the fruit upon the branchy thfit h? 
Blight not be obliged to eat it after our filthy hands : 
that if a tenant carried but a piece pf bread and 
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cheese to eat by die way, or an inch of worsted to 
mend his stockings, he should forfeit his whole par* 
cd : and because a company of rogues usually plyed 
on the river between us, who often robbed my te- 
nants of their goods and boats, he ordered a water- 
man of his to guard them, whose manner was to be 
out of the way until the poor wretches were plunder- 
ed ; then to overtake the thieves, and seize all as a 
lawful prize to his master and himself. It would be 
endless to repeat a himdred other hardships he haS 
put upon me; but it is a general rule, that when- 
ever he imagines the smallest advantage will redound 
to one of his footboys by any new oppression of me 
and my whole £unily and estate, he never disputes 
it a moment. All this has rendered me so very in- 
significant and contemptible at home, that some ser- 
vants, to whom I pay the greatest wages, and nuiny 
tenants, who have the most beneficial leases, are 
gone over to live with him ; yet I am bound to con* 
tinue their wages, and pay their rents ; by which 
means one third part of my whde income is spent 
on his estate, and above another third by his tolls 
and markets ; and my poor tenants are so sunk and 
impoverished, that instead of maintaining me suitably 
to my quality, they can hardly find me clothes to 
keep me warm, or provide the coomion necessaries 
of Ufe for themselves. 

'Matters being in this posture between me and my 
lover ;r received intelligence that he had been for 
• some rime making very pressing overtures of mar- 
riage to my rival, until there happened some misun- 
derstandings between them ; she gave him ill words, 
and threatened to break off all commerce with him. 
He, on the other side^ having either acquired ccm- 
7 «ge 
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nge by . his triumphs over me^ or supposing her as 
tame a fool as I^ thought at first to. cany, it with a 
high hand ; but hearing at the same time, that she 
had thou^ts of making some private proposals to 
join with me a^nst him^ and doubting wit i very 
good reason, that I would, readily accept .thaus he 
seemed very much disconcerted. . .This I thought 
was a proper occasion to show some great example 
<^ generosity and love ; and so without fiuther conr 
sideration, I sent him word, that hearing there was 
likely to be a quanel between him and my rival, 
notwithstanding all that had passed, and without 
landing him to any conditions in my own fiivour, I 
would stand by him against her and all the world, 
while I had a penny in my purse, or a, petticoat to 
pawn. This xDCssag^ was subscribed by all my 
chief tenants; and proved so powerful,. that my 
rival immediately grew more tiac^ble upon it. The 
result of which was, that there is now a treaty of 
marriage* concluded between them, the wedding 
clothes are bought, and nothing remains but to per* 
form the ceremony, which is put off for some days, 
because they design it to be a publick wedding. 
And u> reward my love, constancy, and generosi^Tf 
be has bestowed on me the office of being sempstress 
to has glooms and footmen, which I am forced to 
accept or starve. Yet in the midst of this my situa* 
tion, I cannot but have some pity for this deluded 
man, to cast himself away on an in&mous, creature, 
who, whatever she pretends, I can prove would at 
this very minute rather be a whore to a certain great 
man, that shall be nameless, if she might have her 

• Treaty of onion. 
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will. FCf my part I think, and so does all the coaii^ 
try too^ that the man is possessed ; at least tione of 
usare able to imagine what he can possibly see in 
her, unless she has bewitched him^ or given him 
some powder. 

I am sure I never sought this alliance, and you 
can bear me witness, that I might have had other 
matches ; nay if I were lightly disposed, I could 
still perhaps have offers, that some, who hold their 
heads higher, would be glad to accept. But alas ! 
I never had any such wicked thought ; all I now 
desire is, only to enjoy a little quiet, to be free from 
the persecutions of this unreasonable man, and that 
he will let me mans^e my own little fortune to the 
best advantage ; for which I will undertake to pay 
him a considerable pension every year, much more 
considerable than what he now gets by his oppress 
sions ; for he must needs find himself a loser at last, 
when he has drained me and my tenants so dry, that 
we shall not have a penny for him or ourselves. 
There is one imposition of his I had almost forgot, 
which I think unsufFerable, and will appeal to you 
or any reasonable person, whether it be so or not* 
I told you before, that by an old compact we agreed 
to have the same steward ; at which time I consented 
likewise to regulate my family and estate by the same 
method with him, which he then showed me written 
down in form, and I approved of. Now, the turn 
he thinks fit to give this compact of ours is very ex* 
tmordinary; for he pretends, that whatever orders he 
shall think fit to prescribe for the future in his fa- 
mily, he may, if he will, compel mine to observe 
them without asking my advice, or hearing my rea- 
sons. So that I must not make a lease without his 
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consent^ or give any directions for the well govern- 
ing of my family, but what he countermands when- 
ever he pleases. This leaves me at such confusion 
and uncertainty/ that my servants know not when to 
obey me ; and my tenants, although many of them 
be very well inclined, seem quite at a loss. 

But I am too tedious upon this melancholy sub- 
ject, which however I hope you will forgive, since 
the happiness of my whole life depends upon it. I 
desire j^ou ^ill thiAk awhile, and givd your best ad- 
vice what measures I shall take with prudence, jus- 
tice, courage, and honour, to protect my liberty and 
fortune against the hardships and severities I lie un- 
der from that unkind, inconstant man. 
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TO TfiX 
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MADAM, 

1 HAVE received your kdysbip's letter, and care- 
fully considered every pan of it^ and shall give yod 
my opinion how you ought to proceed for your own 
security. But first I must beg leave to tell your 
ladyship, that you were guilty of an unpardonable 
weakness the other day, in making that offer to your 
lover of standing by him in any quarrel he might 
have with your rival. You know very well, that sti* 
began to apprehend he had designs of using her 
as he had done you ; and conjmon prudence might 
have directed you rather to have entered into some 
measures with her for joining against him, until he 
might at least be brought to some reasonable terms : 
but your invincible hatred to that lady, has carried 
your resentments so high, as to be the tause of your 
ruin ; yet if you please to consider, this aversion of 
yours began a good while before she became your 
iival, and was taken up by you and your funily in a 
•ort of compliment to your lover, who foriSerly hdti 
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a great abhorrence of her. It is true^ ance that time 
you have suffered very much by her encroachments 
upon your estate^ but she never pretended to govern 
and ^ect you $ and now you have drawn a new 
enemy upon yourself; ibr I think you may count 
upon all the ill offices she can posdbly do you by 
her credit with her husband ; whertas> if instead of 
openly declaring against her without any provocation^ 
you had but sat still awhile^ and said nothing, that 
gentleiAAn would have lessened his severity to you 
out of perfect fear. This weakness of yours you call 
^nerosity ; but I doubt there was more in the mat« 
ter : in shorty madam, 1 have good reasons to think 
you were betrayed to it by the pernicious counsel of 
some about you : for to my certain knowledge, se- 
veral of your tenants and servants, to whom you 
have been very kind, are as arrant rascals as any in 
the country. I cannot but observe what a migh^ 
difference there is, in one particular, between your 
ladyship and your rival. Having yielded up your 
person, you thought nothing else worth defending, 
and therefore you wijU not now innst upon those very 
conditions, for which you yielded at first* But your 
ladyship cannot be ignorant, that some years since^ 
your rival did the same thing, and upon no conditions 
at all ; nay this gentleman kept her as a miss^ and ye| 
made her pay^r her diet and lodging. But, it being 
at a time when he had no steward, and his femiljr 
out of order, she stole away, and has now got tb^ 
trick very well known among the women of the towi^ 
to grant a man the favour over night, and the nei% 
day have the impudence to deny it to his fece. Bu^ 
it is too late to reproach you with any former ov^r: 
P|;hts, which cannot now be rectified. I know thci 
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matters of iact^ as you relate them, are true and faidy 
represented. My advice therefore is this : get your 
tenants together as soon as you conveniently can^ and 
make them agree to the following resolutions : 

Firsts That your family and tenants have no de- 
pendence upon the said gentleman^ farther than by 
the old agreement, which obliges you to have the 
same steward, and to regulate your household by 
such methods as you should both agree to. 

Secondly, That you will not carry your goods to 
the market of his town, unless you please, nor be 
hindered from c^M^rying them any where else. 

Thirdly, That the servants you pay wages to shall 
live at hon^, or forfeit their places. 

Fourthly^ That whatever lease you m^ to a 
tenant, it shall not be in his power to break it. 

If he will agree to these anicles, I advise you to 
contribute as largely as you can to all charges of 
parish and county. 

I c^n a^ure jou, several of that gentleman's ablest 
tenants and servants are against his severe usage of 
you, and would be glad of an occasion to convince 
the rest of their errour, if you will not be wantmg to 
yourself. 

If the gentleman refuses these just and reasonable 
offers, pray let me know it, and perhaps I may think 
of something else that will be more effectual. 
I am. 
Madam, 

Your ladyship's, etc» 
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AN 

ANSWER 

TO 

THE CRAFTSMAN 

OP BBC. 12, 1730, 

ON A VERY INTERESTING SUBJECT RELATIVE TO 

IRELAND. 

TO WHICH IS PREFIXliD 

THE CRAFTSMAN ITSELF. 



THE CRAFTSMAN. 

NO. 232. SATURDAY, DEC. 12, 1^30. 

X HE following article, which has lately appeared 
in the newspapers, deserves our immediate considera- 
tion, viz. 

" They write from Dublin, that an officer from 
^' every regiment in the French service is arrived 
" there in order to raise recruits for their respective 
^' corps ; which is not to be done in a clandestme 
'* manner, as formerly (when several persons suf- 
<^ fered death for it) but publickly. These gentle- 
6 *^ men 
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^^ men are to disperse themselves into the sereial 
*^ counties, where they have the best interest ; and a 
'' field officer is to re^de constantly at Dublin, to 
^' hear all complaints, which may be made by any of 
^^ the recruits^against their officers ; and also to pre- 
^' pare for sending them ofF. — G)unt Broglio has 
^' been soliciting an order to this purpose, these two 
" years;* 

When I first read this account in the publick 
prints, I looked upon it as a common piece of false 
intelligence, and was in fiill expectation of seeing it 
contradicted in the next day's papers, according to 
frequent custom ; but, having since heard it confi- 
dently affirmed to be true (although I can hardly 
yet believe it, especially as to every part) the duty 
which I owe my country, and my zeal for the present 
establishment, oblige me to take some notice of an 
afiair, which I apprehend to be of very great im- 
portance to both. 

It will be necessary, in the first place, to give the 
reader a short account of the nature of these troops, 
as they are now established in France. 

They consist, as we have been informed, of one 
regiment of horse, and five regiments of foot, all 
doubly or trebly officered; so that they are of them- 
selves a very considerable body of men. 

But their number is the least point to be consi- 
dered in this affiur. There are other circumstances, 
which render these troops infinitely more formida- 
ble to Great Britain. They are not only all Ro- 
man catholicks, but the most dangerous of that com- 
munion with respect to us, I mean Roman catholick 
subjects of our dominions ; many of whom have been 
obliged to fly their native country, on accovnt of 
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rebellions and conspiracies in which they have been 
engaged ; and all of them devoted by inclination, 
by interest, by conscience, by every motive human 
and divine, to the service of the pretender, in oppo- 
sition to the protestant succession in his majesty's 
royal family. 

To this we may add, that they are generally es- 
teemed the best forces in the French service ; that 
they have always behaved themselves as such in the 
late wars ; and are commanded by officers of ap- 
proved courage, as well as great skill and experience 
in military affairs. 

It is said likewise, that the Serjeants, corporals, 
and private men are so <vell seasoned to danger, 
and expert in their duty, that, by a gradual pro- 
motion they could furnish officers for a very for- 
midable army, in case of any sudden invasion or in- 
surrection. 

In the next place, it will not be improper to ex- 
amine this affair with regard to our laws. 

it is made felony, by act of parliament in Ireland, 
for any subject of that kingdom to enlist himself, or 
to enlist others, in the service of any foreign state ; 
and it is well known that multitudes of poor wretches 
have suffered death upon that account. 

We know it may be said, that a power is reserved 
to his majesty, by a clause in that act, to dispense 
vf'uh it, by granting any foreign prince a license to 
raise forces in his dominions, and indemnifying his 
subjects from the penalties of the law. 

Although it is far from ray intention to dispute 
any of his majesty's legal prerogatives, or to call the 
wisdom of the legislature in question, yet I must 
take the liberty to observe, that such powers have 
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been sometimes granted out of complaisance to thd 
crown, that the prince's hands may not be abso- 
lutely tied up, and in full confidence that they will 
never be exerted but for the benefit of this nation, 
or possibly of some protestant ally, upon great emer- 
gencies of state. The exercise of the prerogative, 
in these cases, is therefore merely a prudential part^ 
which is left to the discretion of the prince and hi^ 
ministers, who ought always to be Supposed the best 
judges of these affairs ; and therefore hdw ridiculous 
would it be to send to the attorney general for his 
opinion in such a case, who can be a competent 
judge of nothing but the legality of it, and whether 
the affair be actionable or not ; but ministers ought 
to regulate their conduct, in these respects, accord* 
ing to the situation of affairs, add the exigencies of 
government. 

I must therefore beg leave to consider the present 
subject of the Irish forces, in this light. 

It will not be denied, I presume, that a license 
to recruit Roman catholick regiments of English 
subjects, in foreign service and in the interest of a 
pretender to the crown (which is death by the law, 
without his majesty's permission) is a favour of a 
very extraordinary nature, and ought to be attended 
with some extraordinary^ circumstances, I confess 
that I can see no such extraordinary circumstances^ 
at present ; unless it should be said that this favour 
was granted, in order to engage our good allies in 
the demolition of Dunkirk ; but I hope they have^ 
more generosity than to insist upon such hard terms, 
for the effectual performance of that which they are 
obliged by treaty to do. I am sure, such conditions 
teem unreasonable on our part, after we have made 
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them so many other concessions ; particularly with 
relations to the flag and Santa Lucia; which, I think, 
are sufficient to make them comply with all our de- 
mands, without expecting any farther favours, and 
even supererogation of friendship. 

Perhaps my adversaries (if they have any conceit) 
may take an opportunity of ridiculing me for writing 
In this strain ; but, as it sometimes serves their turn 
to make me a great man, and to argue against me 
as such, I will for once suppose myself so ; and 
methinks, if I had the honour of being but half an 
hour in that station, I could reason against such an 
order, for the good of my king and my country, in 
the following manner : 

1 . These troops have always been made use of, 
whenever there has been any attempt in favour of 
the pretender ; and indeed they are, upon many ac- 
counts, the fittest for this purpose. They are our 
fellow subjects ; they speak our language ; are ac- 
quainted with our manners ; and do not raise that 
aversion in the people, which they naturally conceive 
against other foreign troops, who understand neither. 
I am afraid I may add, that they are kept up, for 
this purpose, in entire regiments, without suffering 
them to be mixed with the troops of any other na- 
tion. It is well known at least, that they supplied 
the late king James with a nurserj^ of soldiers, who 
were always ready for his service, whenever any 
opportunity offered itself for his restoration ; and 
that at this time, the pretender is always the bait 
made use of by their officers to raise recruits. They 
never mention the king of Prance, or the king 
of Spain, upon these occasions ; but list the poor 
wretches under an assurance, that they arc entered 
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into the service of him whom they call their nathrd 
and rightful king. I will not suspect the present 
fidelity of France, and their cordiality to the pro- 
testant establishment ; yet methinks we might easily 
excuse ourselves from furnishing them with instru- 
ments, which they may employ against us, whenever 
ambition, or reasons of state, shall dissolve their pre- 
sent engagements, and induce them to espouse the 
cause of the pretender again. 

2. It is very probable that his catholick majesty 
(who has likewise several regiments of this kind in 
his service) will expect the same favour of recruit- 
ing them in Ireland ; and that he may, in case of 
refusal, make it a pretence, at any time, for quar- 
relling with us, interrupting our commerce, and 
disturbing us again in the possession of Gibraltar* 
And here it is proper just to take notice, that these 
troops did his catholick majesty the most eminent 
service in the last siege of that important place. He 
may complain, perhaps, of our partiality to France, 
and allege, that we do not treat Spain in the same 
manner we expect to be treated by them, as one of 
the most favoured nations. 

3. The kingdom of Ireland, seems at this time, 
in a very ill condition to admit of any such draughts 
out of her dominions. She has been already so much 
exhausted by the voluntary transportation of multi- 
tudes of her inhabitants (who have been prevailed 
upon, by the calamities of their own country, to 
seek their bread in other parts of the world) that the 
interposition of parliament was found necessary to 
put a stop to it; and shall we suffer any foreign 
power to drain her still farther under such circum- 
stances ; especially in this manner, and for this 
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purpose ? I do not hear that this license is confined 
to any particular number of men. It is confessed, 
I think, that they want above two thousand men to 
complete their corps ; and who knows but they may 
design to raise a great many more than they care to 
own ; or even to form some new regiments of these 
troops ? But supposing they are confined to a cer- 
tain number of recruits, and that Ireland were in a 
capacity to spare them ; it is well known how easily 
such limitations are evaded, and how difficult it is to 
know when people conform exactly to the terms of 
their commission. This was sufficiently explained in 
the late famous controversy, concerning Mr. Wood's 
patent for supplying Ireland with a particular sum of 
copper halfpence ; and the arguments upon that sub- 
ject may be applied to this, with some allowances 
for the difference between the two cases. It may, 
perhaps, be said likewise that all the vigilance of the 
ministry has been hitherto found ineffectual to pre- 
vent the French from clandestinely recruiting these 
regiments with Irish catholicks ; and therefore, that 
we may as well allow them to do it openly ; nay, 
that it is our interest to let them purge Ireland of 
her popish inhabitants as much as they please : but 
I deny this for several reasons, which i shall mention 
presently ; and if it were really the case, that the 
French can at any time recruit these troops clandes- 
tinely, I cannot sec any reason why they should so- 
licit an order so pressingly, for two years together, 
to do it openly, unless they have some other design. 
Ought not even this consideration to put us a little 
upon our guard ; and is it not a tacit confession, 
that these troops are thought to be of more impor- 
tance to them than we ought to wish ? Besides, arc 
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wc to license and authorise a mischievous practice* 
because we cannot totally prevent it ? Every one 
justly applauded his majesty's singular firmness and 
resolution in supporting the rights of his German 
subjects, when an attempt was made to seduce some 
of them into the king of Prussia's service, although 
perhaps it is impossible to prevent that practice en- 
tirely. We all remember that the enlisting of a 
miller's son, and a few other ordinary peasants, oc- 
casioned such a misunderstanding between the twa 
crowns, as proceeded almost to a rupture. Nor wa» 
the zeal of the English parliament backward on this 
occasion ; but on this consideration, among ottiers^ 
resolved to keep up a body of riOOO Hessian troops 
in our pay, which have already cost us above a mil- 
lion of money. I am confident, therefore, that the 
same paternal care will always influence his majesty 
to guard and protect his British subjects in the same 
manner; and if any measure should be taken, which 
savours too much of the French interest, and seemsi 
of dangerous consequence to the interest of his fa- 
mily, the world can impute it to nothing, but th? 
deceitful representations of those, who lie under 
such particular obligations to the court pf France, 
that they can refuse them nothing. 

Such a license seems to give encouragement 
to the people of Ireland to continue Roman ca- 
tholicks, since they are sure to meet with a provision 
both in the French and Spanish service ; whereas 
we always reject them in our troops, and absolutely 
prohibit our officers to recruit in Ireland. Now, 
although it may not be safe to trust them in our ar- 
mies, yet certainly w^ ought not to give the least 
encouragement to their entering into foreign ser- 
vice ; 
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vice ; especially into such compact bodies as these 
Tcgiments. And here it will not be amiss to relate a 
story much more to the honour of an English no- 
bleman, who has also one of the largest estates in 
Ireland of any man in the kingdom. When he went 
to visit the Invalides in France, a place in the nature 
of our Chelsea college here, all the Irish officers 
and soldiers of that hospital drew out in a body to 
do him particular honours. We can make no ques- 
tion that their chief view was to have some present 
from his lordship ; but though he has a heart as well 
disposed to generous charity as any man, and a 
purse well able to answer the dictates of it ; yet, out 
of regard to his country, for which he has likewise 
the most disinterested zeal, his answer to them was 
only this : ** Gentlemen, I am very sensible of the 
*' honour you have done me, and heartily pity your 
" misfortunes ; but, as you have drawn them upon 
'^ yourselves, by serving against your country, you 
^* must not expect any relief or reward from me, for 
" having suffered in a service in which I wish you 
" had never engaged.*' 

"5. Is there not some reason to apprehend that this 
license may, at one time or other, prove a sn^re to 
that country, and draw many people into their de- 
struction.; for, unless it is made perpetual, can it 
be supposed that all the poor ignorant V^etches in 
the kingdom should be apprised how long this li- 
censer is to be in force ? or when they may list with 
impunity, and when they may not ? Besides, as it« 
may be presumed that these officers will never go, 
for the future, upon such errands, without some pre- 
tended orders, when the real one is expired ; so 
they will find it no difficult matter to impose such a 
y 4 counterfeit 
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counterfeit upon illiterate people; who may thus 
incur the penalties of the law, without knowing any 
thing of the matter. Such a method of providing 
for persons, whose principles render them unservice- 
able to our army, is indeed a little more charitable 
than a late project for preventing Irish children from 
being starved, by fattening them up, and selling 
them to the butcher. 

6. I have often heard that these troops have been 
made use of, in parliament, as an argument for keep- 
ing up a standing army in England ; and I think we 
need not take any measures to render that argument 
stronger. God knows, there are too many argu- 
ments already upon such occasions. 

I might insist upon some other points, which this 
affair naturally suggests to a considering mind ; par- 
ticularly the danger of suffering several bigotted 
Irish papists, in foreign service, to disperse them- 
selves into those countries where they have the be?t 
interest, and to stroll about Ireland among their re- 
lations and old acquaintance, of the same principles 
with themselves. Are we sure that they will not 
make a bad use of this liberty, by inquiring into the 
strength of their party, by giving them hopes, and 
taking an opportunity to concert measures for the 
advantage of their cause ? have we no reason to ap- 
prehend that they may endeavour to raise seamen as 
well as soldiers, under colour of this order ? or en- 
gage great numbers of their countrymen to trans- 
port themselves over to the French colonies and 
plantations in the West Indies, which are already 
grown formidable to the trading interest of Great- 
Brirain in those parts ? 

But whatever may be the motives to such an ex- 
traordinary 
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traordinary favour, or the consequences of it, I am 
sure it is the strongest mark of our confidence in 
France, and such a one, as I believe they would not 
place in us, upon any occasion. I will illustrate this 
by a parallel case. 

The French protestants who fled over hither from 
a persecution on account of religion, never discover- 
ed any principles which were incompatible with the 
civil government of France, nor ever set up any pre- 
tender to the present royal femily of that kingdom ; 
and yet, if we should think fit to form any consider- 
able number of them into complete distinct regi- 
ments, to be composed of French protestants only, 
and commanded by French officers, without any 
incorporation of British soldiers, I fancy it would 
give our good allies some umbrage. But I am al- 
most confident, that they would never permit us to 
send over a protestant French officer from every re- 
giment to recruft their respective corps, by dispersing 
themselves into those provinces where they have the 
best interest; or suflFer a field officer, in English 
pay, to reside constantly in Paris, and exercise a sort 
of martial law in the capital of their dominions ; I 
say, they would hardly suffer this, even though our 
ambassador should solicit such an order, with the ut- 
most applicarion, for twenty years together. 

And yet the case of the Irish forces is much 
stronger with respect to us. They do not difl?er with 
us only in matters of religion, but hold princi- 
ples absolutely destrucrive of our civil government ; 
and are generally looked upon abroad as a standing 
army, kept on foot to serve the pretender upon any 
occasion. 

I must 
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I must ask a question or two, which naturally oficr 
themselves in this place. 

What power has this field officer to exercise during 
his residence in Dublin ? is the French martial law 
to take place, if any of these recruits should happen 
to repent of what they have done, and think fit to 
desert ? 

Troops are generally armed as soon as they arc 
listed. Is this rule to be observed in the present 
case ? If so, another question occurs. It has been 
found necessary, for the security of Ireland, to re- 
strain all Roman catholicks from wearing, or keep- 
ing any arms in their houses. I ask, therefore, whe- 
ther the authority of this license is to supersede the 
laws of the land ; I may go farther. 

The garrison of Dublin seldom consists of above 
800 men for the duty of the place. Supposing dou- 
ble that number of popish recruits should be 
brought thither, in order to be viewed by their field 
officer, will it be said there is no just apprehension 
of danger ? But as these suggestions may appear to 
be founded on the infidelity of France (a case not to 
be supposed at present) I press them no farther. 

I must however repeat it, that this Drder is the 
fullest demonstration of the confidence we repose in 
them ; and I hope they will scorn to make any bad 
use of it : but, \f it were possible to suspect that 
they could have any design to play the knave with 
us, they could not wish for a better opportunity to 
promote it, than by such a power as is now said to 
be put into their hands. 

I hope my. remarks on this article of news will not 
be construed in a jacobite sense, even by the most 
prostitute scribblejs of the present times ; but I 
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must beg It^'c to expostulate a little with dae piib^ 
lick on that mi&an infaqiQus practice, which these 
writers have lately used, in explaining some of my 
papers into treasonable libels; taking an occasion 
from hence to appear formally in defence of the 
throne, and laying it down as a point granted, that 
there is an actual, concerted design of setting aside 
the present establishment. This is a practice which 
may be of grear service to die real enemies of the 
present government ; and every jacobite in the king- 
dom may make use of it to publish the most ex-; 
plicit invectives on the king and his government, un- 
der the pretence of interpreting the implicit design 
of other writings. It is a practice wliich was never 
allowed till now, and ought never to be allowed ; 
for whatever may be the secret meaning of any 
author, such explanations are certainly libels, which 
may have a very bad effect upon weak minds, and 
are punishable by the laws, without any extra<H'di- 
nary methods of construction. These writers ought 
to remember the case of sir Richard Steele, who 
published the pretender's declaration at the begin- 
ning of the late reign, with an answer annexed ; and 
although he did it with a very good design, yet it 
was universally allowed to be contrary to law ; and 
if his principles of loyalty had not been very well 
known, might have involved him in a severe prose- 
cution. I shall make no reflections on those wha 
encouraged such explanations ; and those who are 
hired to do it, are beneath my notice. Ltt them 
empty all the trite common places of servile, inju- 
dicious flattery, and endeavour to make their court 
by such nauseous, dishonest adulation, as, I am 
sure, gives the most offence tq those persons to 
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whom it is paid. Let them throw as much foul dirt 
at me as they please. Let them charge me with de- 
signs which never entered into my thoughts, and 
cannot justly be imputed to me from any part of my 
conduct. God knows my heart, I am as zealous for 
the welfare of the present royal family as the most 
sordid of these sycophants. I am sensible, that our 
happiness depends on the security of his majesty's 
title, and the preservation of the present govern- 
ment upon those principles which established them 
at the late glorious revolution ; and which, I hope, 
will continue to actuate the conduct of Britons to 
the latest generations. These have always been my 
principles ; and whoever will give himself the trouble 
of looking over the course of these papers, will be 
convinced that they have been my guide : but I am 
a blunt plaindealing old man, who am not afraid to 
speak the truth ; and as I have no relish for flattery 
myself, I scorn to bestow it on others. I have not, 
however, been sparing of just praise, nor slipped 
any seasonable opportunity to distinguish the royal 
virtues of their present majesties*. More than this 
I cannot do ; and more than this, I hope, will not 
be expected. Some of my expressions, perhaps, 
may have been thought too rough and unpolished 
for the climate of a court ; but they flowed purely 
from the sincerity of my heart ; and the freedom of 
my writings has proceeded from my zeal for the in-, 
tercst of my king and country. 

With regard to my adversaries, I will leave every 
impartial reader to judge, whether, even in private 
life^ that man is not most to be depended upon, 

♦ King George II, and queen Caroline hit consort. 
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who, being inwardly convinced of the great and 
good quahties of his friend, never loads him with 
fulsome flatteries, but takes the honest liberty of 
warning him against the measures of those who arc 
endeavouring to mislead him. The case is much 
stronger in publick life ; and a crown is beset with 
so many difficulties, that even a prince of the most 
consummate wisdom, is not always sufficiently guard- 
ed against the dangers which surround him, from 
the stratagems of artful ministers, or the blunders of 
weak ones. Both of them may be equally bad mi- 
nisters, and pursue the same methods of supporting 
themselves, by flattering him into measures which 
tend to his destruction. 

But it is time to draw to a conclusion ; and I 
can only add, that if I were really engaged in 
any design contrary to the interests of the present 
establishment, I should have sat down contented, 
and secretly rejoiced at the affair which occasioned 
this paper, instead of giving myself and the reader 
so much trouble. 

CD. 
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ANSWER 

TO 

THE CRAFTSMAN*- 



1 DETEST reading your papers, because I am 
not of your principles, and because I cannot endure 
to be convinced. Yet I was prevailed on to peruse 
your Craftsman of December the 1 2th, wherein I 
discover you to be as great an enemy of this country, 
as you are of your own. You are pleased to reflect 
on a project I proposed of making the children of 
Irish parents to be useful to the publick instead of 
being burdensome ; and you venture to assert, that 
your own scheme is more charitable^ of not permitting 
our popish natives to be listed in the service of any 
foreign prince. 

Perhaps, sir, you may not have heard of any king* 
dom so unhappy as this, both in their imports and 
exports. We import a sort of goods, of no in- 
trinsick value, which it costs us above forty thou* 

* This Answer is a masterpiece, in the dean's usual comical 
manner* 
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sand pounds a year tD dress, and scduf, and polish, 
which altogether do not^ yield one penny advantage ; 
and we annually export above seven hundred thou- 
sand pounds a year in another kind of goods, for 
which we receive not one single farthing in return ; 
even the money paid for letters sent in transacting 
this commerce being all returned to England. But 
now, when there is a most lucky opportunity offered 
to begin a trade, whereby this nation will save many 
thousand pounds a year, and England be a prodigious 
gainer, you .are pleased without a call, officiously 
and maliciously to interpose with very frivolous^ 
arguments. 

It is well known that about sixty years ago, the 
exportation of live cattle from hence to England 
was of great benefit to both kingdoms, until that 
branch of traiHck was stopped by an act of parliament 
on your side, whereof you have sufficient reason to 
repent. Upon which account, when another act 
passed your parliament, forbidding the exportation of 
live men to any foreign country, you were so wise to 
put in a clause^ allowing it to be done by his ma-^ 
jesty*s permission, under his sign manual, for which, 
aoiong other great benefits granted to Ireland, we 
are infinitdy obliged to the British legislature. Yet this: 
very grace and favour you, Mr. D'Anvcrs, whom we 
never disobliged, are endeavouring to prevent; which, 
I will take upon me to say, is a manifest mark- of/ 
your disafiection to his majesty, a want of duty to 
the ministry, and a wicked design of. oppressing this 
kingdom, and a traitorous attempt to lessen the trade. 
and manufactures of England. 

Our trijest and best ally," the most Christian king, 
has obtained his majesty*s license, pursuant to law, 
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to export from hence some thousand bodies of 
healthy, young, living men, to supply his Irish re- 
giments. The king of Spain, as you assert your- 
self, has desired the ^me civility, and seems to have 
at least as good a claim ; supposing then that these 
two potentates will only desire leave to carry off six 
thousand men between them to France and Spain, 
then by computing the maintenance of a tall, hun- 
gry, Irishman, in food and clothes, to be only at five 
pounds a head, here will be thirty thousand pounds 
per annum saved clear to the nation ; for they can find 
no other employment at home, beside begging, rob- 
bing, or stealing. But, if thirty, forty, or fifty thousand 
(which we would gladly spare) were sent on the same 
errand, what an immense benefit it must be to us \ 
and if the two princes, in whose service they were, 
should happen to be at war with each other, how 
soon would those recruits be destroyed ! then what a 
number of friends would the pretender lose, and 
what a number of popish enemies all true protestants 
get rid of ! Add to this, that then, by such a practice, 
the lands of Ireland, that want hands for tillage, must 
be employed in grazing, which would sink the price 
of wool, raw hides, butter, and tallow, so that the 
English might have them at their own rates ; and in 
return send us wheat to make our bread, barley to 
brew our drink, and oats for our horses, without any- 
labour of our own. 

Upon this occasion, I desire humbly to oflfer a 
scheme, which,. in my opinion, would best answer 
the true interests of both kingdoms : For, although 
I bear a most tender filial aflfecrion for Englajid, my 
dear native country ; yet, I cannot deny but this 
noble island has a great share in my love and esteem; 
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nor can I express how much I desire to see it flourish 
in trade and opulence, even beyond its present happy 
condition. 

The profitable land of this kingdom is, I think, 
usually computed at seventeen millions of acres, all 
of which I propose to be wholly turned to grazing. 
Now, it is found by experience, that one grazier and 
his femily can manage two thousand acres. Thus, 
sixteen miUions eight hundred thousand acres may 
be managed by eight thousand four hundred families; 
and the fraetion of two hundred thousand acres will 
be more than sufficient for cabins, outhouses, and 
potatoe gardens ; because it is to be understood that 
com of all sorts must be sent to us from England. 

These eight thousand four hundred families may 
be divided among the four provinces, according to 
the number of houses in each province ; and making 
the equal allowance of eight to a family, the num- 
ber of inhabitants will amount to sixty-seven thou- 
sand two hundred souls ; to these we are to add a 
standing army of twenty thousand EngUsh ; which, 
together with their trulls, their bastards, and their 
horseboys, will, by a gross computation, very near 
double the count, and be very sufficient for the de- 
fence and grazing of the kingdom, as well as to en-, 
rich our neighbours, exp6l popery, and keep out the 
pretender. And lest the army should be at a loss 
for business, I think it would be very prudent to 
employ them in collecting the publick taxes for pay- 
ing themselves and the civil list, 

I advise, that all our owners of these lands should 
live constantly in England, in order to learn polite- 
ness, and qualify themselves for employments ; but, 
for fear of increasing the natives in this island^ that 

Vol, IX. Z an 
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an annual draught, according to the number bora 
every year, be exported to whatever place will bear 
the carriage, or transplanted to the Engli^ domi- 
r>ions on the American continent, as a screen be- 
tween his majesty's English subjects and the savage 
Indians. 

I advise likewise, that no commodity whatsoever, 
of this nation's growth, should be sent to any other 
country, except England, under the penalty of high 
treason ; and that allnhe said commodities shall be 
sent in their natural state, the hides raw, the wool 
uncombed, the flax in the stub; excepting only 
fish, butter, tallow, and whatever else will be spoiled 
in the carriage. On the contrary, that no goods 
whatsoever shall be imported hither, except from 
England, under the same penalty : That England 
should be forced, at their own rates, to send us over 
clothes ready made, as well as shirts and smocks, to 
the soldiers and their trulls ; all iron, wooden, and 
earthen ware ; and whatever furniture may be neces- 
sary for the cabins of graziers, with a sufficient 
quantity of gin, and other spirits, for those who can 
afford to get drunk on holidays. 

As to the civil and ecclesiastical administratioii, 
which I have not yet fully considered, I can say 
little ; only with regard to the latter, it is pkio, that 
the article of paying tithe for supporting speculative 
opinions in religion, which is so insupportable a 
burden to all true protestants, and to most church- 
men, will be very much lessened by this expedient ; 
because dry cattle pay nothing to the spiritual 
hireling, any more than imported corn ; so that the 
industrious shepherd and cowherd may sit every man 
under his own blackberry bush, and on his own 
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potatoe bedj whereby this happy island will become 
a new Arcadia, 

I do likewise propose, that no money shall be used 
in Ireland, except- what is made of leather, which 
likewise shall be coined in England, and import* 
cd ; and that the taxes shall be levied out of the 
commodities we export for England, and there turned 
into money for his majesty's use ; and the rents to 
landlords discharged in the same manner. This will 
be no manner of grievance, for we already see it very 
practicable to live without money, and shall be more 
convinced of it every day. But whether paper shall 
continue to supply that defect, or whether we shall 
hang up all those who profess the trade of bankers 
(which latter I am rather inclined to) must be left to 
the consideration of wiser politicians. 

That which makes me more zealously bent upon 
this scheme, is, my desire of living in amity with our 
neighbouring brethren ; for we have already tried all 
Other means, without effect, to that blessed end; 
and, by the course of measures taken for some years 
past, it should seem that we are all agreed in the 
point. 

This expedient will be of great advantage to both 
kingdoms, upon several accounts : For, as to Eng- 
land, they have a just claim to the balance of trade 
on their side with the whole world : and therefore 
our ancestors and we, who conquered this kingdom 
for them, ought, in duty and gratitude, to let 
them have the whole benefit of that conquest tp 
themselves ; especially, when the x:onquest was ami- 
cably made without bloodshed, by stipulation ber 
tween the Irish princes and Henry II ; by which 
they paid him, indeed, not equal homage with what 
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the electors of Germany do to the emperor, but very 
near the same that he did to the king of France, fqr 
his French dominions. 

In consequence of this claim from England, that 
kingdom may very reasonably denaand the benefit <rf 
all our commodities in their natural growth, to be 
manufactured by their people, and a sufficient quan- 
tity of them for our use to be returned hither fully 
manufactured. . /. 

This, on the other side, will be of great benefit to 
our inhabitants the grariers ; when time and labour 
will be too much taken up in manuring their ground, 
feeding their cattle, sheering their sheep, and send- 
ing over their oxen fit for slaughter; to which em- 
ployments they are turned by nature, as descended 
from the Scythians, whose diet they are still so fond 
of. So Virgil describes it : 

Et lac concretum cum sqngulne hlbet equina. 

Which in English, is bonnydabber*, mingled with 
the blood of horses, as they formerly did, until about 
the beginning of the last century ; when luxury, 
under the form of politeness, began to creep in, they 
changed the blood of horses for that of their black 
cattle ; and, by consequence, became less warlike 
than their ancestors. 

Although I proposed that the army should be coK 
lectors of the publick revenues, yet I did not thereby 
intend that those taxes should be paid in gold or 
silver ; but in kind, as all other rent : For, the cus- 
tom of tenants making their payments in money, is a 
new thing in the world, little known in former ages, 

* Thick, sour milk. 
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nor generally practised in any nation at present, ex- 
cept this island and' the southern parts of Britain. 
But, to my great satisfaction, I foresee better times ; 
the ancient manner begins to be now practised in 
many parts of Connaught, as well as in the county 
of Corkc ; where the squires turn tenants to them- 
selves, divide so many cattle to their slaves, who are 
to provide such a quantity of butter, hides, or tallow, 
still keeping up their number of cattle ; and carry 
the goods to Corke, or other port towns, and then 
sell them to merchants. By which invention there 
is no such thing as a ruined farmer to be seen ; but 
the people live with comfort on potatoes and bonny- 
clabber, neither of which are vendible commodities 
abroad. 
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PROPOSAL 



THAT 

ALL THE LADIES AN0 WOMEU OP 1EELAK0 SH(7(7LD 
APPEAE CONSTANTLY IN lEISH MAKUPACTUBBS. 

WHITTKi IN M0CCXXIX. 



X HERE was a treatise written about nirte years 
ago, to persuade the people of Ireland to wear their 
own manufactures. This treatise was allowed to 
have not one syllable in it of party or disaffection ; 
but was wholly founded upon the growing poverty 
of the nation, occasioned by the utter want of trade, 
except the ruinous importation of all foreign extra- 
vagances from other countries. This treatise was 
presented, by the grand jury of the city and county 
of Dublin, as a scandalous, seditious, and factious 
pamphlet. I forgot who was the foreman of the city 
grand jury ; but the foreman for the county was one 
Dr. Seal, register to the archbishop of Dublin, where-^ 
in he differed much from the sentiments of his lord. 
The printer was tried before the Inte Mr. Whitshed, 
that famous lord chief justice ; who, on the bench, 
laying liis hand on his heart, declared, upon his 
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salvation, " That the author was a jacobite, and had 
" a design to beget a quarrel between the two na- 
'< tions*'' In the midst of this prosecution, about fifteen 
hundred weavers were forced to beg their bread, and 
had a general contribution made for their relief, 
which just served to make them drunk for a week ; 
and then they were forced to turn rogues, or strolling 
l^egg^s, or to leave the kingdom. 

The duke of Grafton, who was then lieute- 
nant, being perfectly ashamed of so infamous and 
unpopular a proceeding, obtained from England a 
noli prosequi for the printer. Yet the grand jury 
had solemn thanks given them from the secretary of 
state. 

I mention this passage (perhaps too much for- 
gotten) to show how dangerous it has been for the 
best meaning person to write one syllable in the de- 
fence rf his country, or discover the miserable con- 
dition it is in. 

And to prove this truth, I will produce one in- 
stance more : wholly omitting the femous cause of 
the drapier, and the proclamation against him, as 
well as the perverseness of another jury against the 
same Mr. Whitshed, who was violently bent to act 
the second part in another scene. 

About two years ago, there was a small paper 
printed, which was called, * A Short View of the 
State of Ireland,' relating to the several causes where- 
by any country may g^tfw rich, and applying them 
to Ireland. Whitshed was dead, and consequently 
the printer was not troubled. Mist, the famous 
journalist, happened to reprint this paper in London, 
for which his pressfolk were prosecuted for almost 
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a twelvemonth ; and, for aught I know, are not yet 
discharged. 

This is our case ; insomuch, that although I am 
often without money in my pocket, I dare not own 
it in some company, for fear of being thought dis- 
affected. 

But, since I am determined to take care that the 
author of this paper shall not be discovered, (fuUow* 
ing herein the most prudent practice of the drapier) 
I will venture to affirm, that the three seasons where- 
in our com has miscarried, did no more contribute 
to our present misery, than one spoonful of water 
thrown upon a rat already drowned, would contri* 
bute to his death: and that the present plentiful 
harvest, although it should be followed by a dozen 
ensuing, would no more restore us, than it would 
the rat aforesaid, to put him near the fire, which 
might indeed warm his fur coat, but never bring him 
back to life. 

The short of the matter is this : The distresses of 
the kingdom are operating more and more every day, 
by very lai^e degrees, and so have been doing for 
above a dozen years past. 

If you demand whence these distresses have ariseft, 
I desire to ask the following question : 

If two thirds of any kingdom's revenue be export- 
ed to another country, without one farthing of value 
in return ; and if the said kingdom be forbidden the 
most profitable branches of trade wherein to employ 
the other third, and only allowed to traffick in im- 
porting those commodities which are most ruinous 
to itself ; how shall that kingdom stand ? 

If this question were formed into the first proposi- 
tion 
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tion of an hypothetical syllogism. I defy the man 
born in Ireland, who is now in the fairest way of get- 
ting a collectorship, or a cornet*s post, to give good 
reason for denying it. 

Let me put another case. Suppose a gentleman's • 
estate of two hundred pounds a year should sink to 
one hundred, by some accident, whether by an 
earthquake, or inundation, it matters not ; and sup- | 
pose the said gentleman, utterly hopeless and un- 
qualified ever to retrieve the loss ; how is he other- * 
wise to proceed in his future economy, than by re- 
ducing it on every article to one half less, unless he 
will be content to fly his country, or rot in gaol ? 
This is a representation of Ireland's condition ; only 
with one fault, that it is a little too favourable. Nei- 
ther am I able to propose a fiUl remedy for this, but 
only a small prolongation of life, until God shall 
miraculously dispose the hearts of our neighbours 
and our kinsmen, our fellow protestants, fellow sub- 
jects, and fellow rational creatures, to permit us to 
starve without running farther in debt. I am in- 
formed that our national debt (and God knows bow 
we wretches came by that fashionable thing a na- 
tional debt) is about two hundred and fifty thousand 
pounds ; which is, at least, one third of the whole 
kingdom's rents, after our absentees and other fo- 
reign drains are paid, and about fifty thousand 
pounds more than all the cash. 

It seems there are several schemes for raising a 
fund to pay the interest of this formidable siim, not 
the principal, for this is allowed impossible. The 
necessity of raising such a fund, is strongly and re- 
gulariy pleaded, from the late deficiencies in the 
duties and customs. And is it a fault of Ireland 
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that these funds are deficient ? If they depend on 
trade, can it possibly be otherwise, wbik we have 
neither liberty to trade, nor money to trade with ; 
neither hands to work^ nor business to employ them 
if we had ? Our diseases are visible enough, both in 
their causes and effects; and the cures are weU 
known, but impossible to be applied. 

If my steward comes and tells me, << that my rents 
*' are sunk so low, that they are very litde more 
" than sufficient to pay my servants their wages ;" 
have I any other course left, than to cashier four in 
six of my rascally footmen, and a number of other 
varlets in my family^ of whose insolence the whole 
neighbourhood complains ? And I would think it 
extremely severe in any law, to force me to maintain 
a household of fifty servants, and fix their wages, 
before I had offered my rent-roll upon oath to the 
legislators. 

To return from digressing : I am told one scheme 
for raising a fund to pay the interest of our national 
debt, is, by a ferther duty of forty shillings a tun 
upon wine. Some gentlemen would carry this matter 
much farther, by raising it to twelve pounds ; which, 
in a manner, would amount to a prohibition ; thus 
weakly arguing from the practice of England. 

F have often taken notice, both in print and in 
discourse, that there is no topick so fallacious, either 
in talk or in writing, as to argue how we ought to 
act m Ireland, from the example of England, Hol- 
land, France, or any other country, whose inhabit-' 
ants are allowed the common rights and liberties of 
human kind. I could undertake to name »x or 
seven of the most uncontrolled maxims in govern- 
ment, which are utterly false in this kingdom. 
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As to the additional duty on wine, I think any per* 
son may deliver his opinion upon it, until it shall 
have passed into a law; and, till then, I declare 
mine to be positively s^inst it. 

First, Because there is no nation yet known, in 
either hemisphere, where the people of all condi- 
tions are more in want of some cordial, to keep up 
their spirits, than in this of ours. I am not in jest ; 
and if the fact will not be allowed me, I shall not 
ai^e it. 

Secondly, It is too well and generally known, that 
this tax of forty shillings additional on every tun of 
wine, (which will be double at least to the home 
consumer) will increase equally every new session of 
parliament, until perhaps it comes to twelve pounds. 

Thirdly, Because, as the merchants inform me, 
and as I have known many the like instances in Eng* 
land, this additional tax will more probably lessen 
this branch of the revenue, than increase it. And 
therefore sir John Stanley, a commissioner of the 
customs in England, used to say, '^ That the house 
^ of commons were generally mistaken in matters of 
" trade, by an erroneous opinion that two and two 
" make four." Thus if you should lay an addi- 
tional duty of one penny a pound on raisins or sugar, 
the revenue, instead of rising, would certainly sink ; 
and the consequence would only be, to lessen the 
number of plumpuddings, and ruin the confec- 
tioner. 

Fourthly, I am likewise assured by merchants, 
that upon this additional forty shillings, the French 
will at least equally raise their duties upon all com- 
modities we export thither. 

Fifthly^ If an original extract of the exports and 
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imports be true, we have been gainers, upon the ba- 
lance, by our trade with France for several year* 
past ; and, although our gain amounts to no great 
sum, we ought to be satisfied, since we are no losers^ 
with the only consolation we are capable of receiving. 
Lastly, The worst consequence is behind. If we 
raise the duty on wine to a considerable height, we 
lose the only hold we have of keeping among us the 
few gentlemen of any tolerable estates. I am con* 
fident, there is hardly a gentleman of eight hundred 
pounds a year and upward, in this kingdom, who 
would balance half an hour to consider whether he 
should live here, or in England, if a family could 
be as cheaply maintained in the one as the other. 
As to eatables, they are as cheap in many fine coun- 
ties of England, as in some very indiflferent ones 
here ; or, if there be any difference, that vein of 
thrift, and prudence in economy, which passes there 
without reproach, (and chiefly in London itself) 
would amply make up the difference. But the ar- 
ticle of French wine is hardly tolerable, in any de- 
gree of plenty, to a middling fortune : and this it 
is, which by growing habitual, wholly turns the 
scale with those few landed men, disengaged from 
employments, who content themselves to live hos- 
pitably, with plenty of good wine in their own coun- 
try, rather than in penury and obscurity in another, 
with bad, or with none at all. 

Having therefore, as far as in me lies, abolished 
this additional duty upon wine ; for I am not under 
the least concern about paying the interest of the 
national debt, but leave it, as in loyalty bound, 
wholly to the wisdom of the honourable house of 
commons ; I come now to consider, by what me- 
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thods, wc may be able to put off and delay our utter 
undoing, as long as it is possible. 

I never have discoursed with any reasonable man 
upon the subject, who did not allow that there was 
no remedy left us, but to lessen the importation of 
all unnecessary commodities, as much as it was pos- 
sible ; and likewise either to persuade our absentees 
to spend their money at home, which is impossible ; 
or tax them at five shillings in the pound during 
their absence, with such allowances, upon necessary 
occasions, as shall be thought convenient ; or^ by 
permitting us a free trade, which is denied to no 
other nation upon earth. The three last methods 
are treated by Mr. Prior, in his most useful treatise, 
added to his hst of absentees. 

It is to gratify the vanity and pride and luxury of 
the women, and of the young fops who admire 
them, that we owe this insupportable grievance, of 
bringing in the instruments of our ruin. There is 
annually brought over to this kingdom, near ninety 
thousand pounds worth of silk, whereof the greater 
part is manufactured. Thirty thousand pounds more, 
expended in mushn, hoUand, cambrick, and callico. 
What the price of lace amounts to, is not easy to 
be collected from the custom house book, being a 
kind of goods that takes up Httle room, and is easily 
run ; but^ considering the prodigious price of a 
woman's headdress, at ten, twelve, twenty pounds 
a yard, must be very great. The tea, rated at seven 
shillings per pound, comes to near twelve thousand 
pounds ; but, considering it as the conunon luxury 
of every chambermaid, semstress, and tradesman's 
wife, both in town and country, however they come 
by it^ must needs cost the kingdom double that sum« 
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Cofiee is somewhat above seren thoiisand pounds* 
I have seen no account of chocolate^ and socne 
other Indian or American goods. The drapery im- 
ported is about four and twenty thousand pounds* 
The whole amounts (with one or two other particu- 
lars) to one hundred and fifty thousand pounds. The 
lavishing of all which money is just as prudent and 
necessary, as to see a man in an embroidered coa^ 
begging out of Newgate in an old shoe. 

I allow that the thrown and raw silk is less pemi- 
cious ; because we have some share in the manufac- 
ture : but we are not now in circumstances to trifle. 
Jt costs us above forty thousand pounds a year; 
and if the ladies, till better rimes, will not be con- 
tent to go in their own country shifts, I wish they 
may go in rags. Let them vie with each other in 
the fineness of their narive Unen : their beauty and 
gcndeness will as well appear, as if they were co« 
vered over with diamonds and brocade. 

I believe no man is so weak, as to hope or expect 
that such a reformation can be brought about by a 
law. But a thorough hearty unanimous vote, in both 
houses of parliament, might perhaps answer as well : 
every senator, noble or plebeian, giving his honour, 
*' That neither himself, nor any of his family would, 
" in their dress or furniture of their houses, make 
" use of any thing except what was of the growth 
" and manufacture of this kingdom ; and that they 
'^ would use the utmost of their power, influence, 
'^ and credit, to prevail on their tenants, depend- 
^^ ants^ and friends^ to follow their example.** 
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A 

LETTER 

TO 

THE ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN* 
CONCERNING THE WEAVERS. 



MY LORD, 

Jl HE corporation of weavers in the woollen manu- 
facture, who have so often attended your grace, and 
called upon me with their schemes and proposals, 
^rere with mc on Thursday last; when he who 
spoke for the rest, and in the name of his absent 
brethren, said, " It was the opinion of the whole 
** body, that if somewhat were written at this time, 
^^ by an able hand, to persuade the people of this 
^ kingdom to wear their own woollen manufactures, 
<• it might be of good use to the nation in general, 
** and preserve many hundreds of their trade frojn 
^* starring,** To which I answered, *^ That it was 
^' hard for any man of common spirit, to turn his 
'* thoughts to such speculations, without discovering 
^ a resentment, which people are too delicate to 
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•' bear/' For I will not deny to your grace, that I 
cannot reflect on the singular condition of this coun- 
try, different from, all others upon the face of the 
earth, without some emotion; and without often 
examining, as I pass the streets, whether those ani- 
mals which come in my way, with two legs and hu- 
man faces, clad and erect, be of the same species, 
with what I have seen very like them in England as 
to the outward shape, but differing in their notions, 
natures, and intellectuals, more than any two kinds 
of brutes in a forest ; which any man of common 
prudence would immediately discover, by persuad- 
ing them to define what they mean by law, liberty, 
property, courage, reason, loyalty, or religion. 

One thing, my lord, I am very confident of; that 
if God Almighty, for our sins, would most justly 
send us a pestilence, whoever should dare to discover 
his grief in publick for such a visitation, would cer- 
tainly be censured for disaffection to the govern* 
ment : for I solemnly profess, that I do not know 
one calamity we have undergone these many years, 
which any man, whose opinions were not in £si$hion, 
dared to lament, without being openly charged with 
that imputation. And this is the harder, because 
although a mother, when she has corrected her child, 
may sometimes force it to kiss the rod, yet she will 
never give that power tq the footboy or the scullion. 

My lord, there are two things for the people of 
this kingdom to consider : first, their present evil 
condition ; and, secondly, what can be done in some 
degree to remedy it. 

I shall not enter into a particular description of 
our present misery : it has been already done in se- 
veral papers, and very fully in one entitled, " A 
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•* short View of the State of Ireland.'* It will be 
enough to mention the entire want of trade, the ' 
navigation act executed with the utmost rigour, the 
remission of a million every year to England, the 
ruinous importation of foreign luxury and vanity, 
the oppression of landlords, and discouragement of 
agriculture. 

Now all these evils are without the possibility of 
a cure, except that of importations ; and to fence 
against ruinous folly, will be always in our power, 
in spite of the discouragements, mortifications^ con- 
tempt, hatred, and opposition^ we labour under : but 
our trade will never mend, the navigation act never 
be softened, our absentees never return, our endless 
foreign payments never bfe lessened, our own land- 
lords never be less exacting. 

All other schemes for preserving this kingdom 
from utter ruin, are idle and visionary ; consequently 
drawn from wrong reasoning, and from general topicks, 
which, for the same causes that they may be true in 
all nations, are certainly false in ours ; as I have 
told the publick often enough, but with as little 
effect, as what I shall say at present is likely to 
produce. 

• I am weary of so many abortive projects for the 
advancement of trade ; of so many crude proposals, 
in letters sent me from unknown hands ; of so many 
contradictory speculations, about raising or sinking 
the value of gold and silver : I am not in the least 
sorry to hear of the great numbers going to America,' 
althougli very much fur the causes that drive them 
from us, since the uncontrolled maxim, "That people 
^ are the riches of a nation,'' is no maxim here under 
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our circumstances. We have neither manufactniM 
to employ them about^ nor food to support them. 

If a private gentleman's income be sunk irretriev- 
ably for ever, from a hundred pounds to fifty, and 
he has no other method to supply the deficiency ; I 
desire to know, ray lord, whether such a person 
has any other course to take, than to sink half his 
expenses in every article of economy, to save himself 
from ruin and a gaol. Is not this more than doubly 
the case of Ireland, where the want of money, the 
irretrievable ruin of trade, with the other evils above-"- 
mentioned, and many more too well known and felt, 
and too numerous or invidious to be related, have 
been gradually sinking us, for above a dozen years 
past, to a degree, that we are at least by two thirds 
in a worse condition, than was ever known since the 
revolution ? Therefore, instead of dreams and pro- 
jects for the advancing of trade, we have nothing 
left but to find out some expedient, whereby we may 
reduce our expenses to our incomes. 

Yet this procedure, allowed so necessary in all 
private families, and in its own nature so easy to be 
. put in . practice, may meet with strong opposition, 
by the cowardly slavish indulgence of the men, to 
the intolerable pride, arrogance, vanity, and luxury 
of the women ; who, strictly adhering to the rules of 
modern education, seem to employ their whole stock 
of invention in contriving new arts of profusion, 
faster than, the most parsimonious husband can af- 
ford : and, to compass this work the more effectually, 
their universal maxim is, to despise and detest every 
thing of the growth of their own country, and most. 
t(3 value whatever comes from the very remotest 
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fxirts df the globe. And I am convinced, that if the 
virtuosi could once find out a world in the moon, 
with a passage to it, our women would wear nothing 
but what came directly ffom thence. 

The prime cost of wine yearly imported to Ireland, 
is valued at thirty thousand pounds ; and the tea (in- 
cluding coffee and chocolate) at five times that sum. 
The lace, silks, calicoes, and all other unnecessary 
ornaments for women mcluding English cloths and 
stuffs, added to the former articles, make up (to com- 
pute grossly) about four hundred thousand pounds. 

Now if we should allow the thirty thousand pounds 
wherein the women have their share, and which is alj. 
we have to comfort us, and deduct seventy thousand 
pounds more for overreaching, there would still re- 
main three hundred thousand pounds annually spent, 
for unwholesome drugs and unnecessary finery : 
which prodigious sum would be wholly saved, and 
many thousands of our miserable shopkeepers and 
manufacturers comfortably supported. 

Let speculative people busy their brains as much 
as they please, there is no other way to prevent this 
kingdom from sinking for ever, than by utterly re- 
nouncing all foreign dress and luxury. 

It is absolutely so in fact, that every husband of 
any fortune in the kingdom, is nourishing a poisonous 
devouring serpent in his bosom, with all the mis.- 
chief, but with none of its wisdom. 

If all the women were clad with the growth of 
their own country, they might still vie with each 
other in the course of foppery ; and still have room 
left to vie with each other, and equally show their 
wit and judgment, in deciding upon the variety of 
Irish stuffs. And if they could be contented with 
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their native wholesome slops for breakfast, we shcnid 
hear no more of the spleen, hystericks, colicks, pal** 
pitadons, and asthmas. They might still be allowed 
to ruin each other and their husbands at play, because 
the money lost would only circulate among ourselves. 

My lord, I freely own it a wild ima^natjon, that 
any words will cure the sottishncss of men, or the 
vanity of women : but the kingdom is in a fair way 
of producing the most effectual remedy, when there 
will not l>c money left for the common course of buy- 
ing and selling the rery necessaries of life in oaf 
* markets, unless we absolutely change the whole ate- 
thod of our proceedings. 

The corporation of weavers in woollen and silk, 
who have so frequently offered proposals both to 
your grace and to me, are the hottest and coldest 
generation of men that I have known. About a 
month ago, they attended your giace, when I had 
the honour to be with you ; and designed me the 
same favour. They ^desired you would recommend 
to your clergy to wear gowns of Irish stuffs, which 
might probably spread the example among all their 
brethren in the kingdom ; and, perhaps, among the 
lawyers and gentlemen of the university, and among 
the citizen* of those corporations wha appear in 
gowns on solemn occasions. I then mentioned a 
kind of stuff, not above eight pence a yard, which I 
heard had been contrived by some of the trade, and 
was very convenient. I desired they would prepare 
some of that, or any sort of black stuff, on a certain 
day, when your grace would appoint as many clergy- 
men as could readily be found fo meet at your 
palace, and there give their opinions ; and that youf 
grace's visitation approaching, you could then have 
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<he best opportunity of seeing what could be done 
in a matter of such consequence, as they seemed to 
think, to the woollen manufacture. But, instead of 
attending, as was expected, they came to me a fort- 
night after with a new proposal that, something 
should be written, by an acceptable and able hand, 
to promote in general the wearing of home manu* 
factures ; and their civilities would fix ' that work 
upon me. I asked if they had prepared the stuffs, 
as they had promised, and your grace expected ; but 
they had not made the least step in the matter, nor, 
as it appears, thought of it more, 

I did, some years ago, pro|X)se to the masters and 
principal dealers in the home manufactures of silk 
and wool, that they should meet together ; and after 
mature consideration, publish advertisements to the 
following purpose. 

That in order to encourage the wearing of Irish 
manufactures in silk and woollen, they gave notice 
to the nobility and gentry of the kingdom. That 
they, the undersigned, would enter into bonds, for 
themselves and for each other, to sell the several 
sorts of stuf!s, cloths, and silks, made to the best 
perfecrion they were able, for certain fixed prices ; 
and in such a manner, that if a child were sent to 
any of their shops, the buyer might be secure of the 
value and goodness, and measure of the ware : and, 
least this might be thought to look like a monopoly, 
any other member of the trade might be admitted, 
upon such conditions as should be agreed on. And 
if any perscm whatsoever should complain that he 
was ill used, in the value and goodness of what he 
bought, the matter should be examined, the person 
injured be fully satisfied by the whole corporation 
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without delay, and the dishonest seller be struck out 
of the society, unless it appeared evidently that the 
failure proceeded only from mistake. 

The mortal danger is, that if these driers could 
prevail, by the goodness and cheapness of their cloths 
and stuiFs, to give a turn to the principal people of 
Ireland in favour of their goods ; they would relapse 
into the knavish practice, peculiar to this kingdom, 
which is apt to run through all trades, even so low 
as a common aleseller ; who, as soon as he gets a 
vogue for his liquor, and outsells his neighbours, 
thinks his credit will put off the worst he can buy, 
till his customers will come no more. . Thus I have 
known at London, in a general mourning, the drapers 
dye black all their old damaged goods, and sell them 
at double rates; then complain, and petition the 
court, that they are ready to starve by the continu- 
ance of the mourning. 

Therefore, I say, those principal weavers who 
would enter into such a compact as I have men- 
tioned, nuist give sufficient security against all such 
practices ; for, if once the women can persuade their 
husbands that foreign goods, beside the finery, will 
be as cheap, and do more service, oiir last state wiU 
be worse than the first. 

I do not here pretend to digest perfectly the me- 
thod by which these principal shopkeepers shall pro- 
ceed, in such a proposal : but my meaning is clear 
enough, and cannot reasonably be objected against. 

We have seen what a destructive loss the kingdom 
received, by the detestable fraud of the merchants, 
or northern linenweavers, or both ; notA^'ithstanding 
all the care of the governors at that board, when 
we had an offer of commerce with the Spaniards for 
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our linen, to the value,, as I am told, of thirty thou- 
sand pounds a year. But, while we deal like pedlars, 
we shall practise like pedlars, and sacrifice all honesty 
to the present urging advantage. 

What I have said may serve as an answer to the 
desire made me by the corporation of weavers, that 
I would offer my notions to the publick. As to any 
thing farther, let them apply themselves to the par- 
liament in their next session. Let them prevail on- 
the house of commons to grant one very reasonable 
request ; and I shall tliink there is still some spirit 
left in the nation, when I read a vote to this purpose : 
** Resolved^ nemine contradicente. That this house 
" will, for the future, wear no cloths but such as 
*' are made of Irish growth or of Irish manufacture, 
" nor will permit their wives or children to wear 
^^ any other ; and that they will, to the utmost, 
*• endeavour to prevail with their friends, relations, 
" dependents, and tenants, to follow their example." 
And if, at the same time, they could banish tea and 
coffee, and chinaware, out of their families, and 
force their wives to chat their scandal over an infu- 
sion of sage, or other wholesome domestick vege- 
tables, we might possibly be able to subsist, and 
pay our absentees, pensioners, generals, civil officers, 
appeals, colliers, temporary travellers, students, school- 
boys, splenetick visitors of Bath, Tunbridge, and 
Epsom, with all other smaller drains, by sending our 
crude unwrought goods to England, and receiving 
from thence, and all other countries, nothing but 
what is fully manufactured, and keep a few potatoes 
and oatmeal for our own subsistence. 

I have been for a dozen years past wisely pfog- 
nosticating the present condition of this kingdom ; 
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which 4ny human creature of common sense could 
foretel, with as little sagacity as myself. My mean- 
ing is, that a consumptive body must needs die, 
which has spent all its spirits, and received no 
nourishment. Yet I am often tempted to pity, 
when I hear the poor fisirmer and cottager lamenting 
the hardness of the times, and imputing them either 
to one or two ill seasons, which better climates than 
ours are more exposed to ; or to scarcity of silver,^ 
which, to a nation of liberty, would only be a slight 
and temporary inconvenience, to be removed at a^ 
month^s warning. 
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ANSWER 

TO SEVERAL 

LETTERS FROM UNKNOWN PERSONS. 

WBITTEN IN MDCCXXIX. 



GENTLEMEN^ 

1 AM inclined to think that I received a letter 
"Jrom you two* last summer, directed to Dublin, 
while I was in the country, whither it was sent me : 
and I ordered an answer to it to be printed ; but, 
it seems, it had little effect, and I suppose this 
will have not much more. But the heart of this 
people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of 
hearing, and their eyes they have closed. And, 
gentlemen, I am to tdl you another thing ; that the 
world is too regardless of what we write for the pub- 
lick good : that after we have delivered our thoughts, 
without any prospect of advantage, or of reputation, 
which latter is not to be had but by subscribing our 
names, we cannot prevail upon a printer to be at 
the charge of sending it into the world, unless we 
will be at all or half the expense : and although we 
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are willing enough to bestow our labours, we think 
it unreasonable to be out of pocket; because it 
probably may not consist with the situation of our 
aiiairs. 

I do very much approve your good intentions, 
and in a great measure, your manner of declaring 
them; and I do imagine you intended that the world 
should not only know your sentiments, but my answer, 
which I shall impartially give. 

That great prelate, in whose cover you directed 
your letter, sent it to me this morning ; and I begm 
my answer to night, not knowing what interruption 
I may meet with. 

I have ordered your letter to be printed, as it 
ought to be, along with my answer ; because I con- 
ceive, it will be more acceptable and informing to 
the kingdom. 

I shall therefore now go on to answer your letter 
in all manner of sincerity. 

Although your letter be directed to me, yet I 
take myself to be only an imaginary person : for, 
although I conjecture I had formerly one fipom you, 
yet I never answered it otherwise than in print ; 
neither was I at a loss to know the reasons why so 
many people of this kingdom were transporting 
themselves to America. And if this encourage- 
ment were owing to a pamphlet written, giving an 
account of the country of Pennsylvania, to tempt 
people to go thither ; I do declare, that those who 
were tempted, by such a narrative, to such a jour- 
ney, were fools, and the author a most impudent 
knave ; at least, if it be the same pamphlet I saw 
when it first came out, which is above twenty-five 
years ago, dedicated to William Penn (whom by a 
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iftistake you call sir William Penn) and styling him 
by authority of the Scripture most noble governor. 
For I was very well acquainted with Penn, and did, 
some years after, talk with him upon that pamphlet, 
and the impudence of the author, who spoke so 
many things in praise of the soil and climate, which 
Penn himself did absolutely contradict. For he 
did assure me, " That this country wanted the 
^' shelter of mountains, which left it open to the 
" northern winds from Hudson's Bay, and the Frozen 
*' Sea, which destroyed all plantations of trees, and 
" was even pernicious to all common vegetables." 
But, indeed, New York, Virginia, and other parts 
less northward, or more defended by mountains, arc 
described as excellent countries ; but, upon what 
conditions of advantage foreigners go thither, I am 
yet to seek. 

What evils our people avoid by running from 
hence, is easier to be determined. They conceive 
themselves to live under the tyranny of most cruel 
exacting landlords, who have no views farther than 
increasing their rent-rolls. Secondly, You com- 
plain of the want of trade, whereof you seem not 
to know the reason. Thirdly, You lament most 
justly the money spent by absentees in England. 
Fourthly, You complain that your linen manu-^ 
facture decline^. Fifthly, That your tithe collectors 
oppress you. Sixthly, That your children have no 
hopes of preferment in the church, the revenue, or 
the army ; to whch you might have added the law, 
and all civil employments whatsoever. Seventhly, 
You ^e undone for want of silver, and want all 
other money. 

I could easily add son^e other motives, which, to 
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men of spirit, who desire and expect, and think 
they deserve the common privileges of human na- 
ture, would be of more force than any you have 
yet named, to drive them out of this kingdom. 
But, as these speculations may probably not much 
affect the brains of your people, I shall choose to 
let them pass unmentioned. Yet, I cannot but ob- 
serve, that my very good and virtuous fnend, hif 
excellency Burnet* (OJiUj nee tali indigneparente!) 
has not hitherto been able to persuade his vassals, 
by his oratory in the style of a commander, to settle 
a revenue on his viceroyal person. I have been 
likewise assured, that in one of those colonies on 
the continent, which nature has so far favoured, as 
(by the industry of the inhabitants) to produce a 
great quantity of excellent rice, the stubborn peo- 
ple, having been told that the world was widc» 
took it into their heads that they might sell their 
own rice at whatever foreign market they pleased, 
and seem, by their practice, very unwilling to quit 
that opinion. 

But, to return to my subject : I must confess to 
you both, that if one reason <rf your people's de- 
serting us, be, the despair of things growing bet- 
ter in their own country, I have not one syllable to 
answer ; because that would be to hope for what is 
impossible ; and so I have been telling the publick 
these ten years. For there are three events which 
must precede any such blessing : First, A liberty of 
trade ; secondly, A share of preferments in all kinds, 
cqiul to the British natives ; and thirdly, A return 
of those absentees, who take away almost one half 

* Son to the hiflhop of Salisbury. 
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<>f the kingdom's revenue. As to the first and second, 
there is nothing left us but despair ; and for the 
third, it will never happen till the kbgdom has no 
money to send them, for which, in my own parti- 
cular, I shall not be sorry. 

The exaction of landlords has indeed been a 
grievance of above twenty years standing. But, as 
to what you object about the sexcve clauses relating 
to the improvement, the fault lies wholly on thp 
other side : for, the landlords, either by their ig- 
norance, or greediness of making large rent-rolls, 
have performed this matter so ill, as we see by ex-* 
perience, that there is not one tenant in five hun-^ 
dred, who has made any improvement worth men* 
tioning : for which 1 appeal to any man who rides 
through the kingdom, where little is to he found 
among the tenants but beggary and desolation ; the 
cabins of the Scotch themselves, in Ulster, being as 
dirty and miserable as those of the wildest Irish. 
Whereas good firm penal clauses for improvement, 
with a tolerable easy rent, and a reasonable period 
of time, would, in twenty years, have increased the 
rents of Ireland at least a third part of the intrinsick 
value. 

I am glad to hear you speak ^ith some decency 
of the clergy, and to impute the exactions you la- 
ment to the mans^ers or farmers of the tithes. But 
you entirely mistake the fact : for I defy the most 
wicked, and the most powerful clergyman in the 
kingdom, to oppress the meanest farmer in the parish ; 
and I defy the same clergyman to prevent himself 
from being cheated by the same farmer, whenever 
that farmer shall be disposed to be knavish or peevish. 
For, although the Ulster tithing-teller i? more ad« 
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vantageous to the clergy, than any other in the 
kingdom, yet the minister can demand no more 
than his tenth ; and where the corn much exceeds 
the small tithes, as, except in some districts, I am 
told it always does, he is at the mercy of every 
stubborn farmer, especially of those, whose sect as 
well as interests, incline them to opposition. How- 
ever, I take it that your people bent for America, 
do not show the best side of their prudence, in 
making this, one part of their complaint : yet they 
are so far wise, as not to make the payment of tithes 
a scruple of conscience, which is too gross for any 
protestant dissenter, except a quaker, to pretend. 
But do your people indeed think, that if tithes were 
abolished, or delivered into the hands of the land- 
lord, after the blessed manner in the Scotch spiritual 
economy, the tenant would sit easier in his rent 
under the same person, who must be lord of the soil 
and of the tithe together ? 

I am ready enough to grant, that the oppression 
of landlords, the utter ruin of trade, with its neces- 
sary consequences, the want of money, half the re- 
venues of the kingdom spent abroad, the continued 
dearth of three years, and the strong delusion in 
your people by false allurement from America, may 
be the chief motives of their eagerness after such 
an expedition. But, tliere is likewise another tempta- 
tion, which is not of inconsiderable weight ; which 
is, their itch of living in a country where their sect 
is predominant, and where their eyes and consciences 
will not be offended by the stumbling block of cere- 
monies, habits, and spiritual titles. But I was sur- 
prised to find that those calamities, whereof we arc 
innocent, have been sufficient to drive niany familiejs 
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out of their country^ who had no reason to com- 
plain of oppressive landlords. For, while I was last 
year in the northern parts, a person of quality, whose 
estate was let above twenty years ago, and then at a 
very reasonable rent, some for leases of lives, and 
some perpetuities, did, in a few months, purchase 
eleven of those leases at a very inconsiderable price, 
although they were two years ago reckoned to pay 
but half value. Whence it is manifest that our 
present miserable condition, and the dismal pro- 
spect of worse, with other reasons above assigned, are 
sufficient to put men upon trying this desperate ex- 
periment, of changing the scene they are in, al- 
though landlords should, by a miracle, become less 
inhuman. 

There is hardly a scheme proposed for improving 
the trade of this kingdom, which does not mani- 
festly show the stupidity and ignorance of the pro- 
poser : and I laugh with contempt at those weak wise 
heads, who proceed upon general maxims, or advise 
us to follow the examples of Holland and England. 
These empiricks talk by rote, without understanding 
the constitution of the kingdom : as if a physician, 
knowing that exercise contributed much to health, 
should prescribe to his patient under a severe fit of 
the gout, to walk ten miles every morning. The 
directions for Ireland are very short and plain ; to 
encourage agriculture and home consumption, and 
utterly discard all importations which are not abso- 
lutely necessary for health or life. And how few ne- 
cessaries, conveniencies, or even comforts of life, 
are denied us by nature, or not to be attained by la- 
bour and industry ! Are those detestable extravagan- 
cies of Flanders lace, English cloths made of our 
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own wool, and other goods, Italian or Indian silk$, 
tea, cofFee, chocolate, chinaware, and that pro- 
fusion of wines, by the knavery of merchants grow- 
ing dearer every season, with a hundred unnecessary 
fopperies, better known to others than me; are 
these, I say, fit for us, any more than for the beg- 
gar who could not eat his veal without oranges ? Is 
it not the highest indignity to human nature, that 
men should be such poltroons, as to suffer the king- 
dom and themselves to be undone, by the vanity, 
the folly, the pride, and wantonness of their wives, 
who, under their present corruptions, seem to be a 
kind of animal suffered, for our sins, to be sent into 
the world for the destruction of families, societies, 
and kingdoms ; and whose whole study seems di- 
rected to be as expensive as they possibly can, in 
every useless article of living ; who, by long prac- 
tice, can reconcile the most pernicious foreign drugs 
to their health and pleasure, provided they are but 
expensive, as starlings grow fat with henbane ; who 
contract a robustness by mere practice of sloth and 
luxury ; who can play deep several hours after mid- 
night, sleep beyond noon, revel upon Indian poisons, 
and spend the revenues of a moderate family, to 
adorn a nauseous, unwholesome living carcase ? Let 
those few who are not concerned in any part of this 
accusation, suppose it unsaid ; let the rest take it 
among them. Gracious God, in his mercy, look 
down upon a nation so shamefully besotted ! 

If I am possessed of a hundred pounds a year, and 
by some misfortune it sinks to fifty, without a possi- 
bility of ever being retrieved ; does it remain a ques- 
tion, in such an exigency, what I am to do ? must 
not I retrench one half in every article of expense ? 
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f>r retire to some cheap, distant part of the country, 
vvhere necessaries are at half value ? 

Is there any mortal who can show me, under the 
circumstances we stand with our neighbours, under 
tlieir inclinations towards us, under laws never to be 
repealed, under the desolation caused by absentees, 
under many other circumstances not to be mentioned, 
that this kingdom can ever be a nation of trade, or 
subsist by any other method than that of a reduced 
family, by the utmost parsimony, in the manner I 
have already prescribed ? 

I am tired with letters from many unreasonable 
well meaning people, who are d^ly pressing me to 
deliver my thoughts in this deplorable juncture; 
which, upon many others, 1 have so often done in 
vain. What will it import, that half a score people 
in a coffeehouse, may happen to read this paper, and 
even the majority of those few, differ in every senti- 
ment from me ? If the farmer be not allowed to sow 
his com, if half the little money among us be sent 
to pay rents to Irish absentees, and the rest for fo* 
reign luxury and dress for the women, what will our 
charitable dispositions avail, when there is nothing 
left to be given ? when, contrary to all custom and 
example, all necessaries of life are so exorbitant, 
when money of all kinds was never known to be so 
scarce; so that gentlemen of no contemptible estates, 
are forced to retrench in every article (except what 
relates to their wives) without being able to show 
any bounty to the poor ? 
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AH 

ANSWER 

TO SBVSmAl. 

LETTERS. 

SENT ME FROM UNKNOWN HANDS. 
WRITTEN IN 17^9- 



X AM very well pleased with the good opinion j^oa 
express of me ; and wish it were any way in my 
power to answer your expectations, for the service 
of my country. I have carefully read your several 
Schemes and proposals, which you think should be 
ofliered to the parliament. In answer, I will assure 
you, that in another place, I have known very good 
proposals rejected with contempt by publick assem* 
blies, merely because they were offbred^from without 
doots ; and yours perhaps might have the same fate, 
especially if handed to the publick by me, who am 
not acquainted with three members, nor have the least 
interest with one. My printers have been twice prose- 
cuted, to my great expense, on account of discourses 
I writ for the publick service, without the least reflec- 
tion on parties or persons ^ and the success I had in 
those of the drapier, was not owing to my abilities, but 
to a lucky juncture, when the fuel was ready for tbe 
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fifst hand that would lie at the pains of kindiiiig it. 
It is true, both those envenomed prosecutions were the 
workmansbipof a judge^ who is now gone to his own 
^lace. But, let that be as it will, I am determined^ 
henceforth, never to be the instrument of leaving an 
innocent man at the mercy <A that bench. 

It is certain there are sevend particulars relating to 
this kingdom, (I have mentioned a few of them in 
one of my drapier*s letters) which it were heartily 
to be wished that the parliament would take under 
their consideration, such as will no way interfere with 
England, otherwise than to its advantage. 

The first I shall mention, is touched at in a letter 
which I received from one of you, gentlemen, aboitt 
the highways; which, indeed, are almost every 
where scandalously neglected. I know a very rich 
man in this city, a true lover and saver of his money, 
who, being possessed of some adjacent lands, has 
been at great charge in repairing ^ectually the roads 
that lead to them ; and has assured me, that his 
lands are thereby advanced four or five shillings an 
acre, by which be gets treble interest. But, gene*^ 
rally speaking, all over the kingdom, the roads are 
depldrable ; and what is more particularly barbarous, 
there is no sort of provision made for travellers on 
foot ; no, hot near the city, except in a very fcw[ 
places, and in a noost wretched nunner : whereas the 
English are so particularly careful in this point, that 
you may travel there ar hundred miles with less in- 
convenience than one mile here. But, since this 
may be thought too great a reformation, I sliall only 
fpe^k of roads for horses, carriages, and cattle* 

Ireland is, I think, computed to be one third 
smaller than England ; yet^ by some natural disad- 
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vantages, it would not bear quite the same propar- 
tion in value, with the same encouragement. How- 
ever^ it has so happened, for many years past, that 
it never arrived to above one eleventh part in point 
of riches ; and of late^ by the continual decrease of 
trade, and increase of absentees, with other circum- 
stances not here to be mentioned, hardly to a fifteenth 
part ; at least, if my calculations be right, which I 
doubt are a little too favourable on our side. 

Now, supposing day labour to be cheaper by one 
lialf here than in England, and our roads, by the 
nature of our carriages and the desolation of our 
country, to be not worn and beaten above one eighth 
part so much as those of England, which is a very 
moderate computation : I do not see why the mend-p 
ing of them, would be a greater burden to this king^ 
dom, than to that. 

There have been, I believe, twenty acts of pariia^ 
ment, in six or seven years of the late king, foe 
mending long tracts of impassable ways in seveml 
counties of England, by erecting turnpikes, and re« 
Reiving passage money in a manner that every body 
knows. If what I have advanced be true, it would 
be hard to give a reason against the same practice 
here : since the necessity is as great, the advantage, 
in proportion, perhaps much greater, the materials 
of stone and gravel as easy to be found, and the 
workmanship at least twice as cheap. Besides, the 
work may be done gradually, with allowances for 
the poverty of the nation, by so many perch a year; 
but with a special care to encourage skill and dili-^ 
gence, and to prevent fn&ud in the undertakers, to 
which we are too liable, and which are not always 
confined to those of tlie meaner sort : but against 
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these, no doubt, the wisdom of the nsition may, and 
will provide. 

Another evil, which, in my opinion, deserves the 
publick care, is the ill management of the bogs ; the 
neglect whereof is a much greater mischief to this 
kingdom than most people seem to be aware of. 

It is allowed indeed, by those who are esteemed 
most skilful in such matters, that the red swelling 
mossy bog, whereof we have so many large tracts in 
this island, is not by any means to be fully reduced, 
but the skirts, which are covered with a green coat, 
easily may, being not accretion, or annual growth 
of moss, like the other* 

Now the landlords are generally so careless as to 
suffer their tenants to cut their turf in these skirts, as 
well as the bog adjoined ; whereby there is yearly 
lost a considerable quantity of land throughout the 
kingdom, never to be recovered. 

But this is not the greatest part of the mischief: 
for the main bog, although perhaps not reducible to 
natural soil ; yet, by continuing large, deep, straight 
canals through the middle, cleaned at proper times, 
as low as the channel or gravel, would become se^ 
cure summer pasture ; the margins might, with great 
profit and ornament, be filled with quickins, birch, 
and other trees proper for such a soil, and the canals 
be convenient for water carriage of the turf, which 
is now drawn upon sled cars with great expense, dif- 
ficulty, and loss of time, by reason of the many 
turfpits scattered irregularly through the bog, where- 
in great numbers of cattle are yearly drowned. And 
it has been, I confess, to me a matter of the greatest 
vexation, as well as wonder, to think how any 
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landlord could be so absttfd as to suffer such havock' 
to be madci 

All the slcts for eflCotifaging plantations of forest- 
trees are, I am told, extremely defectire; frhich, 
with great submission, mu^ hsite been owing to a 
defect of skill in the contrivers of them. In this 
climate, by the continual blowing of the west- 
south-west wind, hardly any tree of value will 
come to perfection that is not planted in groves, 
except very rarely, and where there is much land- 
shelter. I Have not, indeed, read all the acts ; but 
from inquiry, I cannot learn that the planting in 
groves is enjoined. And as the effects of these 
laws, I have not seen the least, in many hundred 
miles riding, except about a very few gentlemen's 
houses, and even those with very little skill or suc- 
cess. In all the rest, the hedges generally miscarry, 
as well as the larger slender twigs planted upon the 
tops of ditches, merely for want of common skill 
and care. 

I do not believe that a gtcater and quicker profit 
could be made, than by planting large groves of 
ash, a few feet asunder, which in seven years would 
make the best kind of hop poles, and grow in the 
same or less time, to a second crop from their roots. 

It would likewise be of great use and beauty in 
our desert scenes, to oblige cottagers to plant ash or 
elm before their cabins, and round their potatoe gar- 
dens, where cattle either do not or oug^t not to come 
to destroy them. 

The common objection against all this, drawn 
from the laziness, the perverseness, or thievish dis- 
position, of tlie poor native Irish, might be easily 
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answered, by showing the true reasbns for such accu-> 
sations, and how easily those people may be brought 
to aless savage manner o£ life : but my printers have 
already suffered too much for my speculations. How- 
ever, supposing the si2e of a native*s understanding 
just equal to that of a dog or a hone, I have often 
seen those two animals civilized by rewards, at least 
as much as by punishments. 

It would be a noUe achievement to abolish the 
Irish language in this kingdom, so far at least as to 
oblige all the natives to speak only English, on 
every occasion of bu^ess, in shops, markets^ £urs, 
and other places of dealing : yet I am wholly de^ 
ceived, if this might not be effectually done in less 
than half an age, and at a very trifling expense ; 
for such I look upon a tax to be of only six thou- 
sand pounds a year, to accompUsh so great a work. 
This would, in a great measure civilize the most 
barbarous among them, reconcile them to our cus- 
toms and manner of living, and reduce great num- 
bers to the national religion, whatever kind nuy 
then happen to be established. The method is plain 
and simple ; and although I am too desponding to 
produce it, yet I could heartily wish some publick 
thoughts were employed to reduce this uncultivated 
people from that idle, savage, beastly, thievish nutn« 
ner of Ufe, in which they continue sunk to such a 
degree, that it is almost impossible for a country gen- 
tleman to find a servant of human capacity, or the 
least tincture of natural honesty, or who does not 
Kve among his own tenants in continual fear of hav- 
ing his plantations destroyed^ his cattle stolen, and 
bis goods pilfered. 

The love; affection, or vanity of living in Eng^ 
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land, continuing to carry thither so many wealthy 
families, the consequences thereof, together with 
the utter loss of all trade, except what is detriment 
tal, which has forced such great numbers of wea* 
vers, and others, to seek their bread in foreign 
countries ; the unhappy practice of stocking such 
vast quantities of land with sheep and other cattle, 
which reduces twenty families to one : these events^ 
I say, have exceedingly depopulated this kingdom 
for several years past. 1 should heartily wish, there- 
fore, under this miserable dearth of money, that 
tliose who are most concerned would think it ad- 
visable to save a hundred thousand pounds a year, 
which is now sent out of this kingdom, to feed us 
with corn. There is not an older or more uncon- 
troverted maxim in the politicks of all wise nations, 
than that of encouraging agriculture. And there- 
fore, to what kind of wisdom a practice so directly 
contrary among us may be reduced, I am by no 
means a judge. If labour and people make the true 
riches of a nation, what must be the issue, where 
one part of the people are forced away, and the 
other have nothing to do ? 

If it should be thought proper by wiser heads, 
that his majesty might be applied to in a national 
way, for giving the kingdom leave to coin half- 
pence for its own use ; I believe no good subject 
will be under the least apprehension that such a 
request could meet with refusal, or the least delay. 
Perhaps we are the only kingdom upon earth, or 
tliat ever was or will be upon earth, which did not 
enjoy that common right of civil society, under the 
proper inspection of its prince or legislature, to 
coitf money of all usual metals for its own occa- 
sion. 
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sion. Every petty prince in Germany, vassal to the 
emperor, enjoys this privilege. And I have seen in 
this kingdom several silver pieces, with the inscrip- 
tion of CI VITAS WATERPOHD, DBOGHEDAGH, and 
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SUBSTANCE 

OF WHAT WAS SAID BT 

THE DEAN OF ST. PATRICK'S 

TO 

THE tORD MAYOR AND SOME OF THE ALDER- 
MEN OF DUBLIN. 

WHEN His LORDSHIP CAMS TO PRESENT THE SAID 
BEAN WITH HIS FREEDOM IN A GOLD EOX. 



W HEN his lordship had said a few words, and 
presented the instrument, the dean gently put it 
back» and desired first to be heard. He said, '* He 
'< was much obliged to his lordship and the city for 
*^ the honour they were going to do him; and which, 
*' as he was informed, they had long intended him : 
^' That it was true, this honour was mingled with a 
" little mortification, by the delay which attended 
" it ; but which, however, he did not impute to 
'^ his lordship or the city : and that the mortification 
^' was the less, because he would wilUngly hope the 
'^ delay was founded on a mistake ; for which opi^ 
" nion he would tell his reason." He said, " ft 
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'^ was well known^ that some time ago, a penspn 
^^ with a title was pleased, in two great assemblies, 
'' to rattle bitterly somebody without a name, under 
^^ the injurious appellations of a tory, a jacdbite, an 
'^ enemy to king George, and a libeller of the go* 
*^ veramcnt; which character," the dean said, ^' many 
'^ people thought was apphed to him : but he waft 
^^ unwilling to be of that opinion, because the per-* 
*^ son who had delivered those abusive words had, 
" for several years, caressed and courted and sdi- 
'< cited his friendship, m<M« than any man in either 
*^ kingdom had ever done ; by inviting him to bb 
'^ house in town and country, by coming to the 
'^ deanery often, and calling or sending almost every 
« day when the dean was sick, with many other 
'^ particulars of the same nature, which continued 
^ even to a day or two of the time, when the said 
'^ person made those invectives in the council and 
" house of lords. Therefwre, that the dean would 
.** by no means think those scurrilous words could 
<' be intended against him ; because such a pro^ 
*^ ceeding would overthrow all the principles of ho- 
^' nour, justice, religion, truth, and even common 
** humanity. Therefore the dean will endeavour to 
^ believe, that the said person had some other ob^ 
^ ject in his thoughts ; and it was only the un- 
" charitable custom of the world that applied thi» 
" character to him. However, that he would insist 
'^ on this argument no longer : but one thing he 
^ would affihn and declare, without assigning any 
** name or making any exception. That, whoever 
^^ either did,- or does, or shall hereafter at any time, 
" charge him with the character of a jacobite, an 
" enemy to king George^ or a Ubelkr of the govern* 
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" mcnt, the said accusation was, is, and will be, 
** false, malicious, slanderous, and altogether ground- 
" less. And he would take the freedom to tell 
*• his lordship, and the rest that stood by, that 
«* he had done more service to the Hanover title, 
*• and more disservice to the pretender's cause^ 
'* than forty thousand of those noisy, railing, mali- 
^ cious, empty zealots, to whom nature has denied 
** any talent that could be of use to God or their 
" country, and left them only the gift of reviling, 
^' and spitting their venom, against all who differ 
** from them in their destructive principles, both 
" in church and state. That he confessed, it was 
'< sometimes his misfortune to dislike some things 
*' in publick proceedings in both kingdoms, where- 
^ in he had often the honour to agree with wise and 
" good men ; but this did by no means affect either 
" his loyalty to his prince, or love to his counti)', 
" But, on the contrary, he protested that such dis- 
^^ likes, never arose in him from any other princi- 
" pies, than the duty he owed to the king, and his 
<^ affection to the kingdom. That he had been ac- 
*^quainted with courts and ministers long enough, 
" and knew too well that the best ministers might 
^' mistake in points of great importance ; and that he 
^< had the honour to know many more able, and at 
** least full as honest, as any can be at present.** 
The dean farther said, " That since he had been 
** so falsely represented, he thought it became him 
** to give some account of himself for above twenty 
'* years, if it were only to justify his lordship and 
<* the city for the honour they were going to do 
" him/* He related briefly how, ^* merely by his 
^ own personal credit, without other assistance, and 
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'* in two journeys at his expense^ he had procured a 
'^ grant of the first-fruits to the clergy, in the late 
^* queen's time ; for which he thought he deserved 
•^ some gentle treatment from his brethren. That; 
^' during all the administration of the said ministry, 
*^ he had been a constant advocate for those who are 
^^ called the whigs ; had kept many of them in their 
f' employments, both in England and here, and some 
^* who were afterward the first to lift up their heels 
f' against him.** He reflected a little upon the severe 
treatment he had met with upon his return to Ire- 
land after her majesty's death, and for some years 
after : " That, being forced to live retired, he could 
^' think of no better way to do publick service, than 
^' by employing all the little money he could save, 
f^ and lending it, without interest, in small sums, to 
*' poor industrious tradesmen, without examining 
^< their party or their faith. And God bad so far 
^* pleased to bless his endeavours, that hismana- 
'* gers tell him he has recovered above two hundred 
^^ fiamilies in this city from ruin, and placed most 
^' of them in a comfortable way of life.** The 
dean related how much he had suffered in his pursej 
and with what hazard to his liberty, by a most ini- 
quitous judge ; who, to gratify his ambition and rage 
of party, had condemned an innocent book, written 
with no worse a design, than to persuade the people 
of this l^ingdom to wear their own manufactures. 
How the saidjudge had endeavoured to get a jury 
to his mind ; but they proved so honest, that he was 
forced to keep them eleven hours, and send the^ 
back nine times, until at last they were compelled to 
leave the printer to the mercy of the cpurt ; and the 
dean was forced to procvu'e 9 noli frase^i from a 

noble 



Digitized by 



Google 



382 6UB$TANCB OP ▲ SFfiBCR^ BTC. 

poble pereoo, then secretary of state^ who had been 
his old friend. The dean then freely confessed him- 
self to be the author of those books called '* The 
" Drapier's Letters ;' and spoke gendy of the pro- 
clamation, offering three hundred pounds to discover 
the writer. He said, <' That although a certain 
'^ person was pleased to mention those books in a 
*< sl^t manner at a publick assembly, yet he (the 
^' dean) had learned to believe, that there were ten 
^' thousand to one in the kingdom who differed 
^^ from that person ; and the people of England, 
*^ who had ever heard of the matter, as well as in 
<^ France, were all of the same opinion.*' The dean 
mentioned several other parucuIarB, some of which 
those from whom I had the account could not re- 
collect, and others, although of great consequence, 
perhaps his enemies would not allow him. The dean 
concluded with acknowledging to have expressed his 
wishes, that an inscription might have been graven 
bn the box, showing some reason why the city 
fought fit to do him that honour^ which was much 
oat of the common forms to a person in a private 
station ; those distinctions' being usually made only 
to chief governors^ or persons in very high ^mploy-^ 
fxients. 
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SWEARERS BANK: 

QR 

IfARJJAMENTARy SECURITY FOR ESTABLISH, 
ING A N^W BANK IN IM£LAND. 

WHEREIN THE MEDICAL USE OF OATHS IS CON- 
SIDERED*. 

WEITTEN IK TRS TBAR 1720. 

Si Pofuliu vult decijfi, decipiatur. 



it 



1 O beUcve ereiy t)iiag diat is said by a cmaia 
<< set of men, and to doubt of nothing they relate, 
*' though ever so impiobable/* is a maxim that has 
contributed as much, for the time, to the support of 
Irish banks, as it ever did to the popish religion ; 
and they are not only beholdep to the latter for their 
foundation, but they have the happiness to have the 
same p^ttpii Ufittt ; for, ignorance, the reputed mo* 
tber of the devotion of one, seems to bear the same 
affectionate relation to the credit of the other*. 

To subscribe to banks, without knowing the scheme 

* See an EtMjr a^ En|li8h Buti^ei in th^ eighteenth Tolttoie 
flf thi$ c4itioi), 

or 
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or design of them, is not unlike to some gentlemen's 
signing addresses without knowing the contents of 
them : To engage in a bank that has neither actof 
parliament, charter, nor lands to support it, is like 
sending a ship to sea without a bottom ; to expect 
a coach and six by the former, would be as ridiculous 
as to hope a return by the latter. 

It was well known some time ago, that our banks 
would be included in the bubble bill ; and it was 
believed those chimeras would necessarily vanish, 
with the first easterly wind that should inform the 
town of the royal assent. 

It was very mortifying to several gendemen, who 
dreamed of nothing but easy chariots, on the arri^'al 
of the feOal packet, to slip out of them into their 
walking shoes. But should those banks, as it is 
vainly imagined, be so fortunate as to obtain a char- 
ter, and purchase lands ; yet, on any run on them 
in a time of invasion, there would be so many starv- 
ing proprietors, reviving their old pretensions to land 
and a bellyful, that the subscribers would be un- 
willing, upon any call, to part with their money, not 
knowing what might happen ; so that in a rebellion, 
where the success was doubtful, the bank would in- 
falhbly break. 

Since so many gentlemen of this town have bad 
the coiuage, without any security, to appear in the 
same paper with a million or two ; it is hoped, when 
they are made sensible of their safety, that tliey will 
be prev^led to trust themselves in a neat skin of 
parchment, with a single one. 

To encourage them, the undertaker proposes the 
erecting of a bank on parliamentary security, and 

such 
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such security as no revolution or change of timea 
can effect. 

To take away all jealousy of any private view of 
the undertaker, he assures the worlds that he is now 
in a garret, in a very thin waistcoat, studying the 
publick good ; having given an undeniable pledge 
of his love to his country, by pawning his coat, in 
order to defray the expense of the press. 

It is very well known, that by an act of parliament 
to prevent profane swearing, the person so oflending, 
on oath made before a magistrate, forfeits a shilling, 
which may be levied with little difficulty. 

It is almost unnecessary to mention, that this is 
become a pet- vice* among us ; and though age ren- 
ders us unfit for other vices, yet this, where it takes 
hold^ never leaves us but with our speech. 

So vast a revenue might be raised by tb6 emcution 
of this act, that I have often wondered, in a scarcity 
of funds, that methods have not been taken to make 
it serviceable to the publick. 

I dare venture to say, if this act was well exe- 
cuted in England, the revenue of it, applied to the 
navy, would make the English fleet a terrour to all 
Europe. 

It is computed by geographers, that there are two 
millions in this kingdom (of Ireland) of whieh 
number there may be said to be a million of swear- 
ing souls. 

It is thought there may be five thousand gentle-* 
men ; every gentleman, taking one with another, 
may afford to swear an oath every day, which will 

* i. e. A fayoorite vict. 
Vol. IX. C c yearly 
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yearly produce one million eight hundred twenty- 
five thousand oaths; which number of shillings 
makes the yearly sum of ninety-one thousand two 
hundred and fifty pounds. 

The farmers of this kingdom^ who are computed 
to be ten thousand^ are able to spend yearly five 
hundred thousand oaths^ which gives twenty-five 
thousand pounds ; and it is conjectured^ that from 
the bulk of the people, twenty or five and twenty 
thousand pounds may be yearly collected. 

These computations are very modest, since it is 
evident that there is a much greater consumption of 
oaths in this kingdom, and consequently a much 
greater sum might be yearly raised. 

That it may be collected with ease and regularity, 
it is proposed to settle informers in great towns, ih 
proportion to the number of inhabitants, and to have 
riding officers in the country : and since nothing 
brings a greater contempt on any profession than po- 
verty, it is determined to settle very handsome sa- 
laries on the gentlemen that are employed by the 
Bank, that they may, by a generosity of living, re- 
concile men to an office, that has lain under so 
much scandal of late, as t6 be undertaken by none 
but curates^ clerks of meeting-houses, and broken 
tradesmen. 

. It is resolved, that none shall be preferred to those 
employments, but persons that are notorious for 
being constant churchmen, and frequent communis 
cants ; whose piety will be a sufficient security for 
their honest and industrious execution of their office. 

It is very probable, that twenty thousand pounds 
will be necessary, to defray all expenses of servants, 
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salaries, &c. However, there will be the clear 
yearly sum of one hundred thousand pounds^ which 
may very justly claim a million subscription. 

It is determined to lay out the remaining unap- 
plied profits, which will be very considerable, to- 
ward the erecting and maintaining of charity schools* 
A design so beneficial to the publick, and especially 
to the protestant interest of this kingdom, has met 
with so much encouragement from several great pa- 
triots in England, that they have engaged to procure 
an act to secure the sole benefit of informing, on 
this swearing act, to the agents and servants of this 
new bank. Several of my friends pretend to de- 
monstrate, that this bank will in time vie with the 
South Sea company : they insist, that the army dis- 
pend as many oaths yearly as will produce one hun- 
dred thousand pounds nett. 

There are computed to be one hundred pretty fel- 
lows in this town, that swear fifty oaths a head daily ; 
some of them would think it hard to be stinted to a 
hundred: this very branch would produce a vast 
sum yearly. 

The PAIRS of this kingdom will bring in a vast 
revenue ; the oaths of a little Connaught one, as 
well as they could be numbered by two persons, 
amounted to three thousand. It is true, that it 
would be impossible to turn all of them into ready 
money ; for a shilling is so great a duty on swearing, 
that if it was carefully exacted, the common people 
might as well pretend to drink wine as to swear ; and 
an oath would be as rare among them as a clean 
shirt. 

A servant, that I employed to accompany the mi- 
litia their last muster day, had scored down, in the 

c c 2 compass 
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compass of eight hours, three hundred oaths ; but, 
as the putting of the act in execution on those days 
would only fill the stocks with porters, and pawn- 
shops with muskets and swords ; and as it would be 
matter of great joy to papists, and disaffected per- 
sons, to see our militia swear themselves out of their 
guns and swords ; it is resolved that no advantage 
shall be taken of any militia man*s swearing while 
he is under arms ; nor shall any ad%'antage be taken 
of any man*s swearing in the four courts, provided 
he is at hearing in the exchequer, or has just paid 
off an attorney's bill. 

The medicinal use of oaths is what the under- 
taker would by no means discourage, especially 
where it is necessary to help the lungs to throw off 
any distilling humour. On certificate of a course of 
swearing prescribed by any physician, a permit will 
be given to the parient, by the proper officer of the 
bank, paying no more than sixpence. It is expected, 
that a scheme of so much advantage to the publick 
will meet with more encouragement than their chi- 
merical banks ; and the undertaker hopes, that as he 
has spent a considerable fortune in bringing this 
scheme to bear, he may have the sarisfacrion to see 
it take place, for the publick good, though he 
should have the fete of most projectors, to be un- 
done. 

It is resolved, that no compositions shall be made, 
nor licenses granted, for swearing, under a norion of 
applying the money to pious uses ; a practice so 
scandabus as is fit only for the see of Rome, where 
the money arising from whoring licenses is applied 
ad propagandam fidtm : and, to the shame of Smock 
alley, and of all protestant whores (especially those 
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who live under the light of the Gospel-ministry) be 
it spoken^ \ whore in Rpme never lies down, but she 
hopes it will be the means of converting some poor 
heathen, or heretick. 

The swearing revenues of the town of Cork will 
be given for ever, by the bank, to the support of 
poor clergymen's widows ; and those of Ringsend 
will be allowed to the maintenance of sailors bastards. 

The undertaker designs, in a few days, to ap- 
point time and place for taking subscriptions ; the 
subscribers must come prepared to pay down one 
fourth on subscribing. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

THE jews of Rotterdam have offered to farm the 
revenues of Dublin at twenty thousand pounds per 
annum. Several eminent quakers are also willing to 
take them at that rent ; but the undertaker has re- 
jected their proposals, being resolved to deal with 
none but christians. 

Application may be made to him about them, any 
day, at Pat's coffeehouse, where attendance will be 
given. 
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MAXIMS 

CONTROLLED 

IN IRELAND. 

THE TRUTH OP SOME MAXIMS IN STATE AND GO- 
VERNMENT EXAMINED WITH REFERENCE TO 
IRELAND. 



JL HERE are certain maxims of state, founded 
upon long observation and experience, drawn from 
the constant practice of the wisest nations, and from 
the very principles of government, nor even con- 
trolled by any writer upon politicks. Yet all these 
maxims do necessarily presuppose a kingdom, or 
commonwealth, to have the same natural rights com- 
mon to the rest of mankind, who have entered into 
civil society : for, if we could conceive a narion 
where each of the inhabitants had but one eye, one 
leg, and one hand, it is plain, before you could in- 
stitute them into a republick, that an allowance must 
be made for those material defects, wherein they 
differed from other mortals. Or imagine a legisla- 
ture forming a system for the government of Bedlam, 
and proceeding upon the maxim that man is a so- 
ciable animal, should draw them out of their cells 
and form them into corporations or general assem- 
blies; the consequence might probably be, that 
they would fall foul on each other, or burn the 
house over their own heads. 

Of 
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Of the like nature, are innumerable errours com- 
mitted by crude and short thinkers, who reason upon 
general topicks, without the least allowance for the 
most important circumstances, which quite alter the 
nature of the case. 

This has been the fate of those small dealers, who 
are every day publishing their thoughts, either on 
paper or in their assemblies, for improving the trade 
of Ireland, and referring us to the practice and ex- 
ample of England, Holland, France, or other nations. 
I shall therefore examine certain maxims of go- 
vernment, which generally pass for uncontrolled in 
the world, and consider how far they will suit with 
the present condition of this kingdom. 

First, it is affirmed by wise men, that the deamess 
of things necessary for life, in a fruitful country, is 
a certain sign of wealth, and great commerce ; for, 
when such necessaries are dear, it must absolutely 
follow that money is cheap and plentiful. 

But this is manifestly false in Ireland, for the fol- 
lowing reason. Some years ago, the species of mo- 
ney here, did probably amount to six or seven hun- 
dred thousand pounds ; and I have good cause to 
believe, that our remittances then,, did not much ex- 
ceed the cash brought in to us. But, by the pro- 
digious discouragements we have since rei^ved 
in every branch of our trade, by the frequent en- 
forcements and rigorous execution of the navigation 
act, the tyranny of under customhouse officers, the 
yearly addition of absentees, the payments to regi- 
ments abroad, to civil and military officers residing 
in England, the unexpected sudden demands of 
great sums from the treasury, and some other drains 
c c 4 of 
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of peiiiaps as great consequence^ we now see our* 
selves reduced to a state (smce we have no friends) 
of being pitied by our enemies ; at least if our ene- 
mies were of such a kind, as to be cs^ble of any 
regards toward us, except of hatred and contempt. 

Forty years are now passed since the revolution, 
when the contention of the British empire was, most 
unfortunately for us, and altogether against the usual 
course of such mighty changes in government, de- 
cided in the least important nation ; but with such 
ravages and ruin executed on both sides, as to leave 
the kingdom a desert, which in some sort it stiU 
continues. Neither did the long rebellions in 164 1, 
make half such a destruction of houses^ plaatalions^ 
and personal wealth, in both kingdoms, as two years 
campaigns did in ours, by fighting England's batdes. 

By slow degrees, as by the gentle treatment we 
received under two auspicious reigns, we grew able 
to live without running in debt. Our absentees were 
but few : we had great indulgence in trade, and a 
considerable share in employments of church and 
state ; and while the short leases continued, which 
were let some years after the war ended, tenants paid 
their rents widi ease and cheerfulness, to the great 
regret of their landlords, who had taken up a spirit 
of exposition that is not easily removed. And al- 
though, in these short leases, the rent was gradually 
to increase after short periods ; yet as soon its the 
terms elapsed, the land was let to the highest bidder, 
most commonly without the least effectual clause for 
building or planting. Yet, by many advantages, 
which this island then possessed, and has since ut- 
terly lost^ the rents of lands still grew higher upon 
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^▼cry lease that expired, till tbey have arrived at the 
^present exorbitance; when the frog overswelling 
himself, burst at last. 

With the price of land, of necessity rose that of 
corn and cattle, and all other commodities that £suc* 
mers deal in : hence likewise, obviously, the rates of 
all goods and manufactures anaong shopkeepers, the 
wages of servants, and hire of labourers. But, al- 
^tbough our miseries came on fast, with nrither trade 
Aor money left ; yet neither will the landlord abate 
in his rent, nor can the tenant abate in the price of 
what that rent must be paid with, nor any shopkeeper, 
tradesman, or labourer live, at lower expense for food 
And clothing, than he did before. 

I have been the larger upon this first head, because 
the same observations will clear up and strengthen 
a good deal of what I shall affirm upon the rest. 

The second maxim of those who reason upon trade 
and government, is, to assert that low interest, is a 
certain sign of great plenty of money in a nation, for 
which, as in many other articles, they produce the 
examples of Holland and England. But, with rela- 
tion to Ireland, this maxim is likewise entirely fidse. 

There are two reasons for the lowness of interest 
in any country. First, that which is usually alleg- 
ed, the great plenty of species ; and this is obvious. 
The second, is want of trade, which seldom MU 
under common observation, although it be equally 
true : for, where trade is altogether discouraged^ 
there are few borrowers. In those countries where 
men can employ a lai^e stock, the young merchant 
whose fortune may be four or five hundred pounds, 
will venture to bonow as much more, and can afford 
a reasonable interest. Neither is it easy at this day^ 
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to find many of those, whose business reaches to em- 
ploy even so inconsiderable a sum, except among the 
importers of wine, who, as they have most part of 
the present trade in these parts of Ireland in their 
hands, so they are the most exorbitant, exacting^ 
fraudulent dealers, that ever trafficked in any nation^ 
and are making all possible speed to ruin both them- 
selves and the nation. 

From this defect of gentlemen's not knowing how 
> to dispose of their ready money, arises the high pur- 
chase of lands, which in all other countries is reck- 
oned a sign of wealth. For, the frugal squires, who 
live below their incomes, have no other way to dis- 
pose of their savings but by m<^gage or purchase, 
by which the rates of land must naturally increase ; 
and if this trade continues long, under the uncer- 
tainty of rents, the landed men of ready money will 
find it more for their advantage to send their cash 
to England, and place it in the funds ; which I my- 
self am determined to do, the first considerable sum 
I shall be master of. 

It has likewise been a maxim among politicians, 
" That the great increase of buildings in the metro- 
" polis, argues a flourishing state." But this, I con- 
fess, has been controlled from the example of Lon- 
don ; when by the long and annual parliamentary 
session, such a number of senators, with their fami- 
lies, friends, adherents, and expectants, draw such 
prodigious numbers to that city, that the old hos- 
pitable custom of lords and gentlemen living in their 
ancient seats among their tenants, is almost lost 
in England ; is laughed out of doors ; insomuch 
that in the middle of summer, a legal house of lords 
and commons might be brought in a few hours to 

London, 
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London, from their country villas within twelve miles 

round. 

The case in Ireland is yet somewhat worse : for 
the absentees of great estates, who, if they lived at 
home, would have many rich retainers in their 
neighbourhoods, have learned to rack their lands^ 
and shorten their leases, as much as any residing 
squire ; and the few remaining of those latter, hav- 
ing some vain hope of employments for themselves, 
or their children, and discouraged by the beggarli- 
ness and thievery of their own miserable formers and 
cottagers, or seduced by the vanity of their wives, 
on pretence of their children's education, (whereof 
the fruits are so apparent) together with that most 
wonderful, and yet more unaccountable zeal, for a 
scat in their assembly, though at some years pur- 
chase of their whole estates : these, and some other 
motives, have drawn such concourse to this beggar- 
ly city, that the dealers of the several branches of 
building, have found out all the commodious and 
inviting places for erecting new houses; while fif- 
teen hundred of the old ones, which is a seventh 
part of the whole city, are said to be left unin- 
habited, and falling to ruin. Their method is the 
same with that which was first introduced by Dr. 
Barebone at London, who died a bankrupt. The 
mason, the bricklayer, the carpenter, the slater, and 
the glazier, take a lot of ground, club to build one 
or more houses, unite their credit, their stock, and 
their money ; and when their work is finished, sell 
it to the best advantage they can. But, as it often 
happens, and more every day, that their fiind will 
not answer half their design, they are forced to 
undersell it at the first story, and are all reduced 
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to beggwy. Insomuch that I know a certain (a- 
natick brewer, who is reported to have some hun- 
4k^s of bouses in this town, is said to have pur- 
chased the greatest part of them at half value from 
ruined undertakers; has intelligence of all new 
houses where the finishing is at a stand, takes ad- 
vantage of the builder^s distress, and, by the ad- 
vantage of ready money, gets fifty fer cetU at least 
fiar his bargain. 
It is another undisputed maxim in government^ 
1 ^* That people are the riches of a nation ;" which 
\ is so uaivei^ally granted, that it will be hardly par- 
\ donable to bring it into doubt. And I will grant 
it to be so far true, even in this island, that if we 
had the African custom, or privilege, of selling our 
iiseles bodies for slaves to foreigners, it would be 
the OKist useful branch of our trade, by ridding us 
of a most unsupportable burden, and bringing us 
money in the stead. But, in our present situation, 
at least five children in six who are born, lie a dead 
weight upon us, for want of employment. And a 
very skilful computer assured me, that above one 
half of tiie 90uls in this kingdom, supported them- 
selves by begging and thievery ; two thirds whereof 
would be able to get their bread in any other coun- 
try upon earth. Trade i$ the only incitement to 
labour; where that fiiils, the poorer native must 
either beg, steal, or starve, or be forced to quit his 
country. This has made me often wish, for somie 
yeari past, that instead of discouraging ovu: people 
from seeking foreign soil, the publick would rather 
pay for transporting all our unnecessary mortals, 
whether papists or protestants, to America ; as draw- 
backs are sometimes allowed for e}^pQ|ting commo- 
dities^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



MAXIMS^ BTC* 997 

dities^ where a nation is overstocked. I coaled my* 
self to be touched with a very sensible pfeasnre, when 
I hear of a mortality in any coimtry parish or viljs^e^ 
where the wretches are forced to pay for a filthy 
cabin, and two ridges of potatoes, treble the worth ; 
brought up to steal or beg, for want of work ; to 
whom death would be the best thing to be wished 
for, on account both of themselves and the publick. 

Among all taxes imposed by the legislature, those 
upon luxury are universally allowed to be the most 
equitable, and beneficial to the subject; and the 
commonest reasoner on government, might fill a 
volume with arguments on the subject. Yet here 
again, by the singular fate of Ireland, this maxim is 
utterly false ; and the putting of it in practice may 
have such a pernicious consequence, as, I certainly 
believe, the thoughts of the proposers were not able 
to reach. 

The miseries we sufFer by our absentees, are of 
a far more extensive nature, than seems to be com- 
monly understood. I must vindicate myself to the 
reader so far, as to declare solemnly, that what I 
shall say of those lords and squires, does not arise 
from the least regard I have for their understand- 
ings, their virtues, or their persons : for, although 
I have not the honour of the least acquaintance with 
any one among them, (my ambition not soaring so 
high) yet [ am too good a witness of the situation 
they have been in for thirty years past ; the venera- 
tion paid them by the people, the high esteem they 
are in among the prime nobility and gentry, the 
particular marks of favour and disrincdon they re- 
ceive from the court ; the weight and consequence 
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of their interest, added to their great zeal and ap- 
pUcation for preventing any hardships their country 
migh suffer from England, wisely considering that 
their own fortunes and honours were embarked in 
the same bottom. 
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The following piece zvas published in the year 1733; 
and, as it may be useful upon a like occasion, we 
think proper to insert it here. 

ADVICE 

TO THE 

FREEEMEN OF THE CITY OF DUBLIN, 

IN THE CHOICE OF A MEMBER TO REPBESENT THEM 
IN PARLIAMENT* 



A HOSE few writers, who, since the death of alder-' 
man Burton, have employed their pens in giving ad- 
vice to our citizens, how they stiould proceed in 
electing a new representative for tiie next sessions, 
having laid aside their pens ; I have reason to hope, 
that all true lovers of their country in general, and 
particularly those who have any regard for the pri- 
vileges and liberties of this great and ancient city, 
will think a second, and a third time, before they 
come to a final determination upon what person they 
resolve to fix their choice* 

I am told, there are only two persons who set up. 
for candidates ; one is the present lord mayor*, and 
the other'f', a gentleman of good esteem, an alder-^ 

* Hamphrf French. f John Macarall. 
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man of the city, a merchant of reputation, and pos- 
sessed of a considerable office under the crown. The 
question is, which of these two persons it will be 
most for the advantage of the city to elect ? I have 
but Tittle acquaintance with either, so that my in- 
quiries will be very impartial, and drawn oidy from 
the general character and situation of both. 

In order to this, I must offer my countrymen and 
fellow citizens some reasons why I think they ought 
to be more than ordinarily careful at this juncture, 
upon whom they bestow their votes. 

To perform this with more clearness, it may be 
proper to give you a sbort state of our unlbrtiiiiate 
country. 

We consist of two parties, I do not mean popish and 
protestant, high and low church, episcopal aild sec- 
tarians, whig and tory ; but of those of English ex- 
traction, who happen to be bom in this kingdom, 
(whose ancesldrsrediiiced the whole nation under the 
obedience of the English crown) and the gentlemen 
sent from the other side, to possess most of the chief 
employments here : this latter party is very much 
enlarged and strengthened by the whole power in 
the church, the law, the army, the revenue, and the 
civil administnttion deposited in their hands: al- 
though for polhical ends, afKl to save appearances, 
some empkymenlB are sdU distributed (yet gradually 
in a smaller number) to persons IxH'a here : this pro- 
ceeding, fortified with good wcH'ds and many pro- 
nmeft, is sufficient to flatter and feed the hopes of 
hundreds, who will never be one £suthing the better, 
as they might easily be convinced, if they were 
qualified to think at all. 

Civil employments of all kiacfe have been for 
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scTcral years past, with great prudence, made pre- 
carious, and during pleasure ; by which means the 
possessors are, and must inevitably be, for ever de- 
pendant: yet those very few of any consequence, 
which being dealt with so sparing a hand to persons 
born among us, arc enough to keep hope alive in 
great numbers, who desire to mend their condition 
by the favour of those in power. 

Now, my dear fellow citizens, how is it possi- 
ble you can conceive, that any person, who holds 
an office of some hundred pounds a year, which may 
be taken from him whenever power shall think 
fit, will, if he should be chosen a member for 
any city, do the least thing when he sits in the 
house, that he knows or fears may be displeasing 
to those who gave him, or continue him in that 
office ? Believe me, these are not times to expect 
such an exalted degree of virtue from mortal men. 
Blazing stars are much more frequently seen than 
such heroical worthies. And I could sooner hope 
to find ten thousand pounds by digging in my gar- 
den, than such a phoenix, by. searching among the 
present race of mankind. 

I cannot forbear thinking it a very erroneous, as 
well as modem maxim of politicks, in the English 
nation, to take every opportunity of depressing Ire- 
land ; whereof a hundred instances may be pro* 
duced in points of the highest importance, and 
within the memory of every middle aged man : al-^ 
though many of the greatest persons among that 
party which now prevails, have formerly, upon that 
article, much differed in their opinion from their 
present successors. 

But so the fact stands at present. It is plain^ that 
Vol. IX. D d the 
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the court and country party here (I mean in thf 
house of commons) very seldom agree in any thing 
but their loyalty to hia present majesty, their rcson 
lutions to make him and his viceroy easy in the 
government, to the utmost of their power, under 
the present condition of the kindgom. But the 
persons sent from England, who (to a trifle) are pos- 
sessed of the sole executive power in all its branches, 
with their few adherents in possession who were bom 
here, and hundreds of expectants, hopers, and pKv» 
misees, put on quite contrary notions with regard to 
Ireland, They count upon a universal submission 
to whatever shall be demanded ; wherein they act 
safely, because none of themaelves except the can- 
didates, feel the least of our pressures. 

I remember a person of distinction, some days ago 
affirmed in a good deal of mixed company, and 
of both parties, That the gentry from England, 
who now enjoy our highest employments, of aU* 
kinds, can never be possibly losere of one farthing 
by the greatest calamities that can be&l this king* 
dom, except a plague that would sweep away a mil-r 
lion of our hewers of wpod, and drawers of water 5 
or an invasion that would fright our grandees out of 
the kingdom. For this person argued, that whik 
there was a penny left in the treasury, the civil and 
the military list n^ust be paid ; and that the episcopal 
revenues, which are usually farmed out at six times 
below the real value, could hardly fail. He insisted 
farther, that as money diminished, the price of all 
necessaries for life must of consequence do so too, 
which would be for the advantage of all persons 
in employment, as well as of my lords the bishops, 
and to the ruin of every body else. Among the 
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company there wanted not men in oflScc, beside 
one or two expectants ; yet I did not observe any 
of them disposed to return an answer : but the con- 
sequences drawn were these; That the great men 
in power sent hither from the other side, were by 
no means upon the same foot with his majesty's 
other subjects of Ireland. They had no common 
ligament to bind them with us ; they suffered not 
with our sufferings, and if it were possible for us to 
have any cause of rejoicing, they could not rejoice 
with us. 

Suppose a person, born in this kingdom, shall 
happen by his services for the English interest to 
have an employment conferred on him worth four 
hundred pounds a year ; and that he has likewise an 
estate in land worth four hundred pounds a year 
more ; suppose him to sit in parhament ; then, sup^ 
pose a land tax to be brought in of five shillings a 
pound for ten years ; I tell you how this gentleman 
will compute. He has four hundred pounds a year 
in land : the tax he must pay yearly is one hundred 
pounds ; by which, in ten years, he will pay only a 
thousand pounds. But if he gives his vote against 
this tax, he will lose four thousand pounds by being 
turned out of his employment, together with the 
power and influence he has, by virtue or colour of 
his employment; and thus the balance will be against 
him three thousand pounds. 

I desire, my fellow citizens, you will please to 
call to mind how many persons you can vouch for 
among your acquaintance, who have so much virtue 
and self denial, as to lose four hundred pounds a year 
for life, together with the smiles and favour of 
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power, and the hopes of higher advancement, merely 
out of a generous love of his courvtry. 

The contentions of parties in England, arc very 
different from those among us. The battle there is 
fought for power and riches ; and so it is indeed 
among us : but, whether a great employment be 
given to Tom or to Peter, they were both bom in 
England, the profits are to be spent there. All em^ 
ployments (except a very few) are bestowed on the 
natives : they do not send to Germany, Holland, 
Sweden, or Denmark, much less to Ireland, for chani- 
cellors, bishops, judges, or other officers. Their 
salaries, whether well or ill got, are employed at 
home: and whatever their morals or politicks boj 
the nation is not the poorer. 

The house of commons in England have fre^ 
quently endeavoured to limit the number of mem- 
bers, who should be allowed to have employments 
under the crown. Several acts have been made to 
that purpose, which many wise men think are not 
yet effectual enough, and many of them are ren- 
dered ineffectual by leaving the power of reelec- 
tion. Our house of commons consists, I think, 
of about three hundred members ; if one hundred 
of these should happen to be made up of persons 
already provided for, joined with expecters, com- 
pilers easy to be persuaded, such as will give ^ vote 
for a friend who is in hopes to get something ; if they 
be merry companions, without suspicion, of a natural 
bashfulness, not apt or able to look forward ; if good 
words, smiles, and caresses, have any power over them, 
the larger part of a second hundred may be very 
easily brought in at a mos( reasonable rate. 

There 
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There Uan Englishman* of no long standing 
among us, but in an employment of great trust, 
power, and profit. This excellent person did lately 
publish, at his own expense, a pamphlet printed in 
England by authority, to justify the bill for a gene- 
ral excise, or inland dut}', in order to introduce that 
blessed scheme among us. What a tender care must 
such an English patriot for Ireland have of our in- 
terest, if he should condescend to sit in our parlia- 
ment ? I will bridle my indignation. However, 
methinks I long to see that mortal, who would with 
pleasure blow us up all at a blast : but he duly re- 
ceives his thousand pounds a year ; makes his pro- 
gress like a king ; is received in pomp at every town-f- 
and village where he travels, an^ shines in the Eng- 
lish newspapers. 

I will now apply what J have said to you, my 
brethren, and fellow citizens. Count upon it, as a 
truth next to your creed, that no one person in office, 
of which he is not master for life, whether born here 
or in England, will ever hazard that office for the 
good of his country. One of your candidates is of 
this kind, and I believe him to be an honest gentle- 
man, as the word honest is generally understood. 
But he loves his employment better than he does 
you, or his country, or all the countries upon earth. 
Will you contribute to give him city security to pay 
him the value of his employment, if it should be 
taken from him, during his life, for voting on all 

•Edward Thompson, esq., member of parliament for York, and 
a commissioner of the revenue of Ireland, 

+ Mr. Thompson Was presented with the freedom of several cor- 
porations in Ireland. 
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occasions with the honest country party in the house? 
ahhough I much question^ whether he would do it> 
even upon that condition. 

Wherefore, since there are but two candidates, I 
intreat you will fix on the present lord mayor. He 
has shown more virtue, more activity, more skill, in 
one year's government of the city, than a hundred 
years can equal. He has endeavoured, with great 
success, to banish frauds, corruptions, and all other 
abuses from among you. 

A dozen such men in power would be able to re^ 
form a kingdom. He has no employment under 
the crown ; nor is likely to get or solicit for any ; 
his education having not turned him that way. I 
will assure for no man*s future conduct ; but he who 
has hitherto practised the rules of virtue with so 
much difficulty jn so great and busy a station, de- 
serves your thanks, and the best return you can make 
him ; and you, my brethren, have no other to give 
him, than that of representing you in parliament. 
Tell me not of your engagements add promises to 
another : your promises are sins of inconsideration^ 
at best; and you are bound to repent and annul 
them. That gentleman, although with good reputa- 
tion, is already engaged on the other side. He has 
four hundred pounds a year under the crown, which 
he is too wise to part with, by sacrificing so good an 
establishment to the empty names of virtue, and love 
of his country. I can assure, you, the brapi&r is 
in the interests of the present lord mayor, whatever 
you may be told to the contrary. I have lately heard 
him declare so in publick company, and offer some 
of these very reasons in defence of his opinion ; al- 
though 
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though he hes a regard and esteem for the other gen- 
tleman^ but would not hazard the good of the city 
afld the kingdom for a compliment. 

The lord mayor's severity to some unfair dealers, 
should not turn the honest men among them against 
him. Whatever he did, was for the advantage of 
those very traders, whose dishonest members he pu- 
nished. He has hitherto been above temptation to 
act wrong ; and therefore, as mankind goes, he is 
the most likely to act right as a representative of your 
city, as he constantly did in the government of it. 



p D 4 Vfon 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 408 ) 

Upon the death of Mr. Sfojfe, recorder of the fity of 
Dublin^ in the j ear 1733, several gentlemen de- 
clared themselves candidates to succeed Jum ; upon 
ivhich the dean wrote the folUwrng paper^ and Eton 
Stannardy esq. (a gentleman of great worth and 
honour^ and verj Jknozzing in his profession) was 
elected^ 

SOME 

CONSIDERATIONS 

HU>IBLT OFICRED TO 

THE RIGHT IIONGLRABLE THE LORD MAYOR, 

THE COVtiT OF ALt>ERMEN AND COMMON CONNCIL 0¥ 
THE HONOURABLE CITY OP DUBLIN^ IN THE CIlOiCE 
OF A BECOKDER. 



1 HE office of recorder to this city being vacant by 
the death of a very worthy gentleman ; it is said, that 
five or six persons are soliciting to succeed him in the 
employment. I am a stranger to all their persons, 
and to most of their characters ; which latter, I hope, 
will at this time be canvassed with more decency, 
than it sometimes happens upon the like occasions* 
Therefore, as I am wholly impartial, I can with more 
freedom del8|her my thoughts how the several persons 
and parties concerned ought to proceed in electing a 
recorder for tliis great and ancient city. 

And 
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And first, as it is a very natnral, so I can by no 
means think it an unreasonable opinion, that the sons 
or near relations of aldermen, and other deserving 
citizens, should be duly regarded, as proper compe- 
titors for an employment in the city's disposal : pro- 
vided they be equally qualified with other Candidates} 
and provided that such employments require no more 
than common abilities, and common honesty. But, 
in the choice of a recorder, the case is entirely dif- 
ferent. He oiight to be a person of good abilities 
in his calling ; of an unspotted character ; an able 
practitioner ; one who has occasionally merited of this 
city before : he ought to be of some maturity in 
years ; a member of parliament, and likely to con- 
tinue so ; regular in his life ; firm in his loyalty to 
the Hanover succession ; indulgent to tender con- 
sciences ; but, at the same time, a firm adherer to 
the established church. If he be su(;h a one who 
has already sat in parliament, it ought to be inquired 
of what weight he was there : whether he voted on 
all occasions for the good of his country ; and parti- 
cidarly for advancing the trade and freedom of this 
city : whether he be engaged in any faction, either 
national or religious : and lastly, whether he be a 
man of courage ; not to be drawn from his duty by 
the frown or menaces of power, nor capable to be 
corrupted by allurements or bribes. — ^These, and 
many other particulars, are of infinitely more conse- 
quence, than that single circumstance of being de- 
scended by a direct or collateral line from any alder- 
man, or distinguished citizen, dead or alive. 

There is not a dealer or shopkeeper in this city 
of any substance, whose thriving, less or more, may 
not depend upon the good or ill conduct of a re- 
corder. 
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corder. He U to watch every motion in padisunent 
that may the least afiect the freedom^ trade, or wel- 
fare of it. 

In this approaching election, the commons, as they 
are a numerous body, so they seem to be most con- 
cerned in point of interest ; and their interest ought to 
be most regarded, because it altogether depends upoii 
the true interest of the city. They have no private 
views ; and giving their votes, as I am informed, by 
ballotting, they lie under no awe, or fear of disob%* 
ing competitors. It is therefore hoped that they 
will duly consider, which of the candidates is most 
likely to advance the trade* of themselves and their 
brother citizens ; to defend their liberties, both in 
and out of parliament, against all littempts of e^<^ 
croachment or oppression. And so God direct them 
in the choice of a recorder, who may for many years 
supply that important office with skill, diligence, cou« 
rage, and fideUty. And let all the people say. Amen. 
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TO THE HONOUBABLfi 

HOUSE OF COMMONS, ETC. 



VRB HUMBLS PBTITION OF THA POOTMBN IH AND 
▲BOUT THE CITY OP DUBLIN, 

(WEITTEN IN THE YEAR 1732;) 

HUMBLY SHOWETH, 

X HAT your petitioners are a great and numerous 
society, endowed with several privileges time out of 
mind. 

That certain lewd, idle, and disorderly persons, for 
several months past, as it is notoriously known, have 
been daily seen in the publick walks of this city^ ha- 
bited sometimes in green coats, and sometimes laced, 
with long oaken cudgels in their hands, and without 
swords ; in hopes to procure favour by that advantage 
with a great number of ladies who frequent those 
walks ; pretending and giving themselves out to be 
the true genuine Irish footmen ; whereas they can 
be proved to be no better than common toupees, as 
a judicious eye may soon discover,.by their awkward, 
clumsy, ungenteel gait and behaviour ; by their 
unskilfulness in dress even with the advantage of our 
habits ; by their ill favoured countenances, with an 
air of impudence and dulness peculiar to the rest of 
their brethren, who have not yet arrived at that tran- 
scendent 
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scendent pitch of assurance ; and although it may h6 
justly apprehended, that they will do so in time, if 
these counterfeits shall happen to succeed in theif 
evil designs of passing for real footmen, thereby to 
render thetnselves more amiable to the ladies. 

Your petitioners do farther allege, that nlaay of 
the said counterfeits, upon a strict examination, have 
been found in the act of strutting, staring, swearing, 
swaggering in a manner that plainly showed their best 
endearours to imitate us. Wherein, although they 
did not succeed, yet by their ignorant and ungainly 
way of copying our graces, the utmost indignity 
was endeavoured to be cast upon Ouf whole pro- 
fession. 

Your petitioners do therefore make it their, humble 
request, that this honourable house (to many of who6i 
your petitioners are nearly allied) will please to take 
this grievance into your most serious consideration.: 
humbly submitting, whether it would not be proper, 
that certain officers might, at the publick charge, be 
employed to search for, and discover all such counter^ 
feit footmen ; to carry them before the next justice of 
peace, by whose warrant, upon the first conviction, 
they shall be stripped of their coats and oaken orna- 
ments, and be set two hours in the stocks ; upon the 
second conviction, beside stripping, be set six hours in 
the stocks with a paper pinned on their breasts signify- 
ing their crime in large capital letters, and in the fol- 
lowing words : " A. B. commonly called A. B. esq., 
*^ a toupee, and a notorious impostor, who presumed 
♦* to personate a true Irish footman.'* 

And for any other offence, the said toupee shall 
be committed to Bridewell, whipped three times, 
forced to hard labour for a month, and not to be set 

at 
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at liberty till he shall have given sufficient security 
for his good behaviour. 

Your honours ivill please to observe, with what 
lenity we propose to treat these enormous offenders, 
who have already brought such a scandal on our 
honourable calling, that several well meaning people 
have mistaken them to be of our fraternity, in dimi- 
nution to that credit and dignity whereby we have 
supported our station, as we always did, in the wprst 
of times. And we farther beg leave to remark, that 
this was manifestly done with a seditious design to 
render us less capable of serving the publ)ck in any 
great employments, as several of our fraternity, as 
well as our ancestors, have done. 

We do therefore humbly implore your honours to 
give necessary orders for ou^r relieY in this present exi- 
gency, and your petitioners (as in duty bound) shall 
-ever pray, &c. 
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A 

PROPOSAL 

FOR 

GIVING BADGES TO THE BEGGARS IN ALL 
THE PARISHES OF DUBLIN. 

BY THE DEAN OF ST. PATRICK'S. 

WBITTEN IN THE VBAK 1737- 



XT has been a general complaint, that the poor- 
house (especially since the new constitution by act 
of parliament) has been of no benefit to this city, 
for the ease of which it was wholly intended. I had 
the honour to be a number of it many years before 
it was new modelled by the legislature; not from any 
personal regard, but merely ju one of the two deans, 
who are of course put into most commissions that 
relate to the city ; iind I have lilcewise the honour to 
have been left out of several commissions upon the 
score of party, in which my predeceasors time out 
of mind have always been members. 

The first commission was made up of about fifty 
persons) which were, the lord mayor, aldermen, and 
sheriffs, and some few other citizens ; th« judges, the 
two archbishops, the two deans of the city, and one 
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or two more gentlemen, And I must confess my 
ppinioo, that the dissolving of the old commission, an4 
establishing n new one of near three times the num- 
ber, have been the great cause of rendering so good 
a design not only useless, but a grievance instead of 
a benefit to the city. In the present commission all 
the city clergy are included, beside a great number 
of squires ; not only those who reside in Dqbliii 
and the neighbourhood, but several who live at ai 
great distance, and cannot possibly have the least 
concern for the advantage of the city. 

At the few general nieetings, that I have attended 
since the new ^tabliahment, I observed very litdo 
was done ei^cept one or two actj of extrenie justice, 
which I then thought might as well have been 
spared ; and I have found the court of assistants 
usually taken up in little wrangles about coachmeui 
or adjusting accounts of meal and small beer ; whict) 
however necessary, might sometimes have given 
place to matters of much greater moment ; I mean 
some schemes recommended to the general board 
for answering the chief ends in erecting and establish^ 
ing such a poor house, and endowing it with so 
considerable a revenue ; and the principal end I take 
to have been that of maintaining the poor a|id or- 
phans of the city, where the parishes are |iot able to 
do it ; and clearing the streets from all strollers, fo- 
reigners, and sturdy beggars, with which, to the 
universal complaint and admiration, Dublin is more 
infested since the estabUshment of the poor ^ouse, 
than it was ever I^nown to be since its first erection. 

As the whole fund for supporting this hospital is 
raised only from the inhabitants of the city ; so there 
(:an be hardly any thing more absurd than to see it 
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misemployed in maintaining foreign beggars, and 
bastards, or orphans of farmers, whose country land- 
lords never contributed one shilling^ toward their 
support, r would cpgage, that half this revenue, 
if employed with common care, and no very great 
degree of common honesty, would maintain all the 
real objects of charity in this city, except a small 
number of original poor in every parish, who might, 
without being burdensome to the parishioners, find 
a tolerable support. 

I have for some years past applied myself to seve- 
ral lord mayors, and the late archbishop of Dublin, 
for a remedy to this evil of foreign beggars ; and 
they all appeared ready to receive a very plain pro- 
posal, I mean that of badging the original poor of 
every parish who begged in the streets ; that the said 
beggars should be confined to their own parishes ; 
that they should wear their badges well sown upon one 
of their shoulders, always visible, on pain of being 
whipped and turned out of town ; or whatever legal 
punishmwt may be thought proper and effectual. 
But, by the wrong way of thinking in 3ome clergy^ 
men, and the indifference of others, this method was 
perpetually defeated, to their own continual disquiet 
which they do not ill deserve ; and if the grievance 
affected only them, it would be of less consequence ; 
because the remedy is in their own power : but all 
streetwalkers and shopkeepers bear an equal share in 
its hourly vexation. 

I never heard more than one objection against this 
expedient of badging the poor, and confining their 
walks to their several parishes. The objection was 
this : What shall we do with the foreign beggars ? 
must they be left to starve ? I answered. No ; but 
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they nkist be driven or whipped out of town ; and 
let the next country parish do as they please^ or ra- 
ther> after the practice in England^ send them froti^ 
one parish to another, until they reach their own 
homes. By the old laws of England, still in force, 
every parish is bound to maintain its own poor ; and 
the matter, is of no such consequence in this point 
as some would make it, whether a country parish 
be rich or poor. In the remoter and poorer parishes 
of the kingdom, all necessaries for life {proper for 
poor people are comparatively cheaper ; I mean but- 
termilk, oatmeal, potatoes, and other vegetables; 
and every &rmer or cottager, who is not himself a 
beggar, can spare sometimes a sup or a morsel, not 
wonh the fourth part of a ferthing, to an indigent 
neighbour of his own parish, who is disabled from 
work. A beggar native of the parish is known to 
the squire, to the church minister, to the popish 
priest, or the conventical teacher, as well as to every 
£mner : he has generally some relations able to live, 
and contribute something to his maintenance. None ^ 
of which advantages can be reasonably expected on 
a removal to places where he is altogether unknown. 
If he be not quite maimed, he and his trull, and 
litter of brats (if he has • any) may get half their 
support by doing some kind of work in their power, 
and thereby be less burdensome to the people. 
In short, all necessaries of life grow in the coun- 
try, and not in cities, and are cheapct where they 
grpw; nor is it equitable that beggars should put 
us to the charge of giving them victuals^ and the 
carriage too. 

But, when the spirit of wandering takes him, 
attended by his females and their equipage of chil* 

VojL. IX. E B dren. 
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dren^ be becomes a ooisance to the tAhoU coamry ; 
he and his females are thieves^ and teach the tmde eC 
stealing to their brood at four years old ; and if his 
infirmities be counterfeit, it is dangerous for a sii^;le 
person unarmed to meet him on the road. He 
wanders from one country to another, but still with a 
view to this town, where he arriyes at last, and cnjoyi 
all the privileges of a Dublin beggar. 

I do not wonder, that the country squires should 
be very willing to send up their colonies ; but why 
the city should be content to receive them, is be* 
yond my imagination. 

If the city were obliged by their charter to m»A- 
tain a thousand beggars, they could do it cheaper by 
eighty per cent, a hundred miles off^ than in this 
town, or in any of its suburbs. 

There is no village in Con naught, ^hat in pro* 
portion shares so deeply in the daily increasing mi«- 
series of Ireland, as its capital city; to which miseries 
there hardly remained any addition, except the per- 
petual swarms of foreign beggars^ who might be 
banished in a month, without expense, and with very 
little trouble. 

As I am personally acquainted with a great number 
of street beggars, I find some weak attempts have 
been made in one or two parishes to promote the 
wearing of badges ; and my first question to those 
who ask an alms is, ^^ Where is yoty: badge ?** I have, 
in several years, met with about a dozen who were 
ready to produce them, some out of their pockets, 
others firom under their coat, and two or three on 
their shoulders, only covered with a sort of capes, 
which they could lift up or let down upon occasion. 
They are too lazy to work ; they are not aftsiid t» 
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Steal, Bor aahamed to beg ; and yet are too proud to 
be seen with a badge, as many of them have confessed 
to me, and not a few in very injurious terms, parti- 
cularly the females. They all look upon such an 
obligation as a high indignity done to their office. 
I appeal to all indifferent people, whether such 
wretches deserve to be relieved. As to myself, I 
most confess, this absurd insolence has so affected 
me, that for several years past I have not disposed 
of one single fiirthFug to a street beggar, nor intend 
to do so until I see a better regulation ; and I have 
endeavoured to persuade all my brother walkers to 
follow my example^ which most of them assure me 
they do. For, if beggary be not able to beat out 
pride, it cannot deserve charity. However, as to per- 
sons in coaches and chairs, they bear but little of 
the persecution we suffer^ and are wilUng to leave it 
entirdy upon us. 

To say the truth, there is not a more undeserving 
vicious race of human kind, than the bulk of those 
who are reduced to beggary, even in this beggarly 
country. For, as a great part of our publick mi- 
series is originally owing to our own faults (but what 
those faults are, I am grown by experience too wary 
to mention) so I am confident, tliat among the meaner 
people^ nineteen in twenty of those who are reduced 
to a starving condition, did not become so by what 
the lawyers call the work of God, either upon their 
bodies or goods ; but merely from their own idle^ 
ness, attended with all nunner of %nces, particularly 
drunkenness, thievery, and cheating. 

Whoever inqcures, as I have frequently done from 
those who have asked me an alms, what was their 
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former course of life^ will find them to have been 
servants in good families, broken tradesmen, labourers^ 
cottagers, and what they call decayed housekeepers ; 
but (to use their own cant) reduced by losses and 
crosses^ by which nothing can be understood but 
idleness and vice. 

As this is the only christian country where peo- 
ple, contrary to the old maxim, are the poverty, 
and not the riches of the nation ; so the blessing of 
increase and multiply is by us converted into a 
curse : and, as marriage has been ever counte- 
nanced in all free countries, so we should be less 
miserable if it were discouraged in ours, as far as 
can be consistent with Christianity. It is seldom 
known in England, that the labourer, the lower 
mechanick, the servant, or the cottager, thinks of 
marrying, until he has saved up a stock of money 
sufficient to carry on bis business ; nor takes a wife 
without a suitable portion : and as seldom iails of 
making a yearly addition to that stock, with a view 
of providing for his children. But in this kingdom 
the case is directly contrary ; where many thousand 
couples are yearly married, whose whole united 
fortunes, bating iiic rags on their backs, would not be 
sufficient to purchase a pint of i)uttermilk for their 
wedding supper, nor have any prospect of support- 
ing their honourable state, but by service, or labour, 
or thievery. Nay, their happiness is often deferred 
until they find credit to borrow, or cunning to steal 
a shilling to pay their popish priest, or infamous 
couple-beggar. Surely no miraculous portion of 
wisdom would be required to find some kind of 
remedy against this destructive evil, <x at least not to 
draw the consequences of it upon our decaying city, 
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the greatest part whctcof must of course in a few 
years become desolate or in ruins. 

In all other nations, 'thfl.t are not absolutely barbar- 
ous, parents think themselves bound by the law of 
nature and reason, to make some provision for their 
children ; but the reason offered by the inhabitants 
of Ireland for marrying, is, that they may have chil- 
dren to maintain them when they grow old, and un- 
able to work. 

I am informed, that we have been for some time 
past extremely obliged to England for one very 
beneficial branch of commerce ; for it seems, they 
are grown so gracious as to transmit us continually 
" colonies of beggars, in return for a million of money 
they receive yearly from hence. That I may give 
no oflence, I prc^ess to mean real English beggars 
in the literal meaning of the word, as it is usually 
understood by protestants. It seems the justices of 
the peace and parish officers in the western coasts of 
England, have a good while followed the trade of 
exporting hither their supernumerary beggars, in or- 
der to advance the English protestant interest among 
us ; and these they are so kind as to send ovtr gratisy 
jSiXiA duty free. I have had the honour more than 
once to attend large cargoes of them from Chester to 
Dublin : and I was then so ignorant as to give my 
opinion, that our city should receive them into 
Bridewell, and after a month's residence, having b6en 
well whipt twice a day, fed with bran and water, and 
put to hard labour, they should be returned honestly 
back with thanks, as cheap as they came : or, if that 
were not approved of, I proposed, that whereas one j / 
Englishnian is allowed to be of equal intrinsick value \ \ 
with twelve born in- Ireland, we should, in jusrice, 
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return them a doasen for one, to dispose of as they 
please. 

As to die native poor of this dty, there would be 
little or no damage in confining them to their sevend 
parishes. For instance : a beggar of the parish of 
St. Warburgh*s, or any other parish here, if he be an 
object of compassion, has an equal chance to receiTt 
his proportion of alms firom every chaiiuble hand : 
because the inhabitants, one or other, walk through 
every street in town, and give their alms, without 
considering the place, wherever they think it may 
be well disposed of: and these helps added to what 
they get in eatables by going from house to house 
among the gentry and citiaens, will, without being 
very burdensome, be sufficient to keep them ahve. 

It is true, the poor of the suburb parishes will 
not have altogether the same advantage, because they 
are not equally in the road of business and passengers : 
but here it is to be considered, that the beggars there 
have not so good a title to publick charity, because 
most of them are strollers from the country, and com- 
pose a principal part of that great nuisance which 
we ought to remove. 

I should be apt to think, that few things can be 
more irksome to a city minister, than a number of 
heggars which do not belong to his district ; whom 
he has no obligation to take care of, who are no part 
of his flock, and who take the bread out of the mouths 
of those to whom it properly belongs. When I 
mention this abuse to any minister of a city parish, 
he usually lays the fault upon the beadles, who, he 
says, are bribed by the foreign beggars; and, as 
those beadles often keep alehouses, they find their 
account in such customers. This evil might easily 
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be remedied^ if the pcri^es would nxake sooie small 
addition to the salaries of beadles, and be more 
careful in the choice of those officers. But I conr 
ceive there is one effectual method in the power of 
every minister to put in practice ; . I mean, by making 
it the interest of all his own original poor to drive 
out intruders ; for, if the pari A beggars were abso- 
lutely forbidden by the minister and church officers 
to suffer strollers to come into the parish, upon pain 
ci themselves not being permitted to beg alms at the 
churdi doors, or at the houses and shops of the in- 
hifbitants, they would prevent interlopers more effi^c- 
tually than twenty beadles. 

And here I cannot but take norice of the great in- 
discretion of our city shopkeepers, who suffer their 
doors to be daily besieged by crowds of beggars (as 
the gates of a lord are by duns) to the great disgust 
and vexation of many customers, who I have fire- 
quently observed to go to other shops, rather than 
suffer such a persecution ; which might easily be 
avoided, if no foreign beggars were allowed to infest 
them. 

Wherefore I do assert, that the shopkeepers, who 
af?e the greatest complainers of this grievance, lament- 
ing that for every customer they are worried by fifty 
beggars, do very well deserve what they suffer, when 
an apprentice with a horsewhip is able to lash every 
beggar firom the shop, who is not of the parish, and 
does not wear the badge of that parish on his shoulder, 
well fastened, and fairly visble ; and if this practice 
were universal in every house to all the sturdy va- 
grants, we should in a few weeks clear the town of all 
mendicants, except those who have a proper title to 
our charity : as for the aged and infirm^ it would 
5 be 
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be sufficient to give them nothing, and then they 
must starve^ or follow their brethren. 

It was the city that first endowed this hospital ; 
and those who afterward contributed, as they were 
such who generally inhabited here, so they intended 
what they gave to be for the use of the city's poor. 
The revenues, which have since been raised by par- 
liament, are whoUy paid by the city, without the least 
charge upon any other part of the kingdom ; and 
therefore nothing could ipore defeat the original de* 
sign, than to misapply those revenues on stroUbg 
beggars or bastards f^om the country, which bears no 
share in the charges we are at. 

If some of the outparishes be overburdened with 
poor, the reason must be, that the greatest part of 
those poor are strollers from the country, who nestle 
themselves where they can find the cheapest lodgings, 
and fix>m thence infest every part of the town ; out 
of which they ought to be whipped as a most insuf* 
ferable nuisance, being nothing else but a profligate 
clan of thieves, drunkards, heathens, and whore- 
mongers, fitter to be rooted out of the face rf the 
earth, than suffeved to levy a vast annual tax upon 
the city ; which shares too deep in the publick mi- 
series, brought on us by the oppressions we lie under 
from our neighbours, our brethren, oiu* countrymen, 
our fellow-protestants, and fellow-subjects. 

Some time ago I was appointed one of a committee 
to inquire into the state of the workhouse ; where we 
found that a charity was bestowed by a great person 
for a certain time, which in its consequences operated 
very much to the detriment of the house ; for, when 
the time was elapsed, all those who were supported by 
that charity, continued on the same foot with the 
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rest on the foundation ; and being generally si pack 
of profligate^ vagabond wretches from several parts 
of the kingdom^ corrupted all the rest ; so partial^ 
or treacherous, or interested, or ignorant, or mistaken^ 
are generally all recommenders, not only to employ- 
ments, but even to charity itself. 

I know it is complained of, that the difficulty or 
driving foreign beggars out of the city is charged> 
upon' the belhwers (as they are called) who find 
their accounts best in suffering those vagrants to fol- 
low their trade through every part of the town. But 
this abuse might easily be remedied, and very much to 
the advantage pf the whole city, if better salaries were 
given to those .who execute that office in the several 
parishes, and would make it their interests to clear 
the town of those caterpillars, rather than hazard 
the loss of an employment that would give them an 
honest livelihood. But, if that should fail, yet a 
general resolution of never giving charity to a street 
beggar out of his own parish, or without a visible 
badge, would infallibly force all vagrants to depart. 

There is generally a vagabond spirit in beggars, 
which ought to be discouraged and severely punished. 
It is owing to the same causes that drove them into po- 
verty ; I mean, idleness, drunkenness, and rash mar- 
riages, without the least prospect of supporting a fa- 
mily by honest endeavours, which never came into 
their thoughts. It is observed^ that hardly one beg- 
gar in twenty looks upon himself to be relieved by re- 
ceiving bread, or other food ; and they have in this 
town been frequently seen to pour out of their 
pitchers good broth, that has been given them, into 
the kennel ; neither do they much regard clothes, 
unless to sell them ; for their rags are part of their 
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tools with which they work: they want only ale, 
brandy, and other strong liquors, which cannot be 
had without money : and money^ as they conceire, 
always abounds in the metropoUs. 

I had some other thoughts to ofier upon this sub- 
ject. But as I am a desponder in my nature, and 
have tolembly well discovered the disposition of our 
people, who never will move a step toward easing 
themselves from any one single grievance ; it will be 
thought, that I have already said too much, and to 
little or no purpose, which has often been the £itc 
or fortune of the writer. 

J. SWIFT. 
April 12, 1737. 
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